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NOTK 

The main Census figures of 1931 quoted in this report are : — 

Area* Population. 

(Sq. 

India (ineluding Burma) .. 1,808,668 352,837,778 

British India (inelrding Burma) 1,096,160 271,526,933 

India (excluding Burma) .* 1,575,176 338,170,632 

British India (excluding Burma) 862,668 256,859,787 

Burma . . 233,492 14,667,146 

Burma is always excluded in our calculations save where the 
eontrar:^" is slated. 

Many of the supplementary Census tablies which we have used 
are still provisional ar.d liable to alteration. We have been fur- 
nished with advance copies through the courtesy of the Census Com- 
missioner, whose assistance to us throughout has been of the utmost 
value. 

ALL-INDIA STATISTICS.^ 



Blale. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total population 

131,362,751 

123,692,722 

254,955,473 

Adults (20 years of age and over) 

67,699,963 

63,249,982 

130,949,925 

Ditto literate 

9,991,628 

1,101,947 

ll,093,575t 

Ditto literate in English 

1,616,481 

140,116 

l,756,o97t 

Hindus .. .. •« 

90,107,387 

86,017,155 

176,124,542 

Muslims 

34,418,277 

31,244,591 

65,662,868 

Indian Christians 

1,684,003 

1,637,742 

3,321,745 

Sihhsl 

1,729,868 

1,376,786 

3,106,654 

Europeans .. 

81,960 

34,956 

116,916 

Anglo-Indians 

50,663 

47,918 

98,581 

Tribal 

« • 

• • 

5,117,791 

Others 

•• 

• f 

1,406,376 

Total urban population 

• • 

• ft 

27,357,800 

Total rural population 

• • 

ft ft 

227,597,673 


* For Madras, Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, the Punjab, Bihar and 
Orissa, the Central Provinces, Assam and the North-West Frontier Province. 

t These do not inclnde the figures for Bombay, for which details are not 
available. The provisional figure for the total number of literates is, however, 
1,407,394. 

X In the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province only. 





The right HON’BLE the PEME MINISTER. 


Sir, 


We have the honour to submit the report of the Indian Franchise 
Committee. The Committee, the appointment of which had been re- 
commended by the Franchise Sub-Committee of the Indian Roiuad 
Table Conference, was constituted under your instructions in Decem- 
ber 1931 within a few weeks of the adjournment of the second session 
of the Conference. Its terms of reference are contained in your 
letter to our Chairman of 29th December 1931 which is printed as 
Appendix I to this Report. The members are as follows : — 

The Marquess of Lothian, C. H., Parliamentary Under Secre- 
tary of State for India, Chairman. 

Sir John Kerr, K.C.SJ., K.C.I.B., Depitiy Chairman, 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, ML.C. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Aziz-ul-Huque, M.L.C. 

Mr. R. R. Bakhale, M.L.C. 

Sir Ernest Bennett, M.P. 

Mr. R. A. Butler, M.P. 

Mr. C. Y. Chintamani, M.L.C. 

The Marquess of Dufferin and Ava. 

The Hon'ble Mr. E. Miller. 

Major J. Milner, M.C., M.P. 

Diwan BaJiadur A. Ramaswami Mudaliyar, M.L.A. 

The Hon’ble Mary Pickford, C.B.E., M.P. 

Mrs. P. Subbarayan. 

Sardar Bahadur Sir Sundar Singh Majithia, Kt., C.I.E. 

Mr. S. B. Tambe. 

Sir Mohammad Yakub, Kt., M.L.A. 

Sir Zulfiqar All Khan, Kt., C.S.L, M.L.A. 

The Committee's Tour. 

2. The British members of the Committee left England for India 
on the 14th January 1932 and arrived in Bombay on the 29th January. 
The Committee as a whole started its work on the 1st February at 
Delhi. In the three months which elapsed between that date and the 
signature of the report, we visited every province in India, with the 
exception of the Central Provinces and Assam, and paid a second visit 
to the United, Provinces which owing to the shortness of the notice 
given, had been unable to complete its investigations of the problems 

ii 
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referred to it on the occasion of our first visit. It was with very real 
regret that owing to considerations of time we found ourselves unable 
to visit the Oentral Provinces and Assam, but we had the advantage 
of full discussion vith members of the Governments of both those 
provinces and with the provincial committees which had been con- 
stituted in them The total mileage covered by the Committee in 
the course of its tours in India amounted to some 7,689 miles. 

The importance of speed. 

3. You had impressed upon us the importance of speed and this 
conside cation has been constantly present to us in our endeavours to 
complete our first report as early as possible. Indian opinion has 
been equally insistent that the preparation of the new constitution 
should not be delayed by avoidable deliberation in our own proceed^ 
ings. Our enquiries have been necessarily compressed between the 
date when the British members reached Delhi and the onset of the 
hot weather. It huy been our object to secure, in the relatively' sJiort 
time tlins ^jvaiiable to us, the greatest volume of evidence aud the 
fullest possible appreciation of the trend of opinion, both official and 
noii-official, on the important subjects referred for our consideration. 
It will not be out of place to indicate the procedure adopted by us 
wdlh a view to altaining this end. 

The Committee’s procedure. 

Establishment of provincial committees, 

4. Your letter of 2'9th December referred to the fact that the 
various })rovinciai Governments had during the last twelve years 

aeeumulaied a store of experience of the -working of the existing 
electoral machinery’ which should prove invaluable to ” Ihe Com- 
mittee. You went on to say that His Majesty’s Government desire 
that this experience should be made available to you through provin- 
cial committees constituted in each province by the local Govern- 
ment which, while being composed in the main of non-official repre- 
sentatives, would each contain a member or members with official ex- 
perience of these matters, and to which official records of each Gov- 
ernment would he made available In accordance with this sug- 
gestion, provincial Governments at the earliest possible date set up in 
each province committees comprising, so far as possible, spokesmen 
of the various schools of thought and of the various political interests 
existing in each province. The committees in question were in the 
main composed of members of the provincial councils. They were 
to a large extent under the chairmanship of non-officials. They 
varied in number from 11 to 20, the average number being 15. A 
list showing their composition is printed as Appendix II. We 
desire to take this opportunity to place on record our deep sense 
of indebtedness to the chairmen and members of these committees, 
who, at great inconvenience to themselves, and at ^drt notice, 
devoted time and energy to the examination of witnesses, the com- 
pilation of information and the formulation of advice for the benefit 
of our Committee. We could not have! ade<quatejly covered the 
field before us in the short time available but for their friendly 
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acd ■^Tilling co-operation and "witliout the assistance of the store of 
personal knowledge and mature jndgi.ient brought to bear by them 
on the problems referred to iis for examination. 

The Committee’s Questionnaire. 

5. With a view to concentrating discussion, so far ‘i>s possible, 
steps were taken before the departure of the British members of the 
Comiiiitiee from England to compile a questionnaire covering the 
field referred to iis for consideration. Copies of this questionnaire 
(printed as Appendix III) were telegraphed to local Governments 
and provincial committees, and local Governments were asked to 
arrange that the fullest possible publicity should be given to it and 
that notices should be issued to the press indicaiing that statements of 
the views of indmduals or associations on the questionnaire would be 
welcomed by our Committee. In addition, local Governments were 
subsequently requested to send copies of the questionnaire to in- 
fluential and representative individuals and associations in their 
provinces. \Ve intimated that the procedure contemplated by us was 
that local Governments shoiCd formulate their own view's on the 
points raised in our questionnaire and should be in a position to dis- 
cuss them on cur arrival, and that the j>POvincial committees, to whom 
■'.re should look us our authoritative adviser*^ in combination •with the 
local Gcv'emments, should independently fcfvmulale such provisional 
vie'Wfe as mi<^at be possible and should at their discretion conduct a 
preli'minary ex^ination of witnesses on the basis of their written 
statements. We "can say with confidence that the results of this 
procedure exceeded our expectation. On our arrival in each 
province, we found -available for us, in addition to the provisional 
recommendations of 10^ local Goviernmeuis and pro^dneial com- 
mittees, a mass of information which had been considered and tabu- 
lated by these bodies. In addition, we ha 1 placed at our disposal 
the statements of the witnesses submitted to the provincial com- 
mittees. and in some cases the- record of their cross-examination by 
those committees In this v/ay our task was simplified, and we were 
able to traverse the field before us more rapidly than otherwise would 
have been the ease, and to concentrate discussion on the points of 
special interest in each province. Our discussions with the pro- 
vincial committees and the local Governments, and our examination 
of witnesvses and of the wrritten statements of those whom it was 
not possible to examine ‘orally, resulted in every province in 
bringing to light a number of poinis calling for further investi- 
gation. On leaving each province, therefore, we invited further 
consideration by the local Government and by the provincial com- 
mittee of various questions, some of them of great importance, 
arising out of our Joint deliberations. In every ease we have re- 
ceived valuable supplementary reports from both local Govern- 
ments and from the provincial committees. These' are printed as 
appendices to our report. This collaboration has been of the 
greatest value to us and it will be seen from a comparison of the 
‘original proposals submitted to us with these supplementary repaints, 
how fruitful it has also been in developing and giving expression to 
the views both of Governments and committees. 

a2 
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Eepresentative character of the field covered. 

6. Our report, therefore, represents far more than the work of 
our own members during the three months of their work. It 
represents also active consideration of franchise problems by pro- 
vincial Governments and committees over a period almost as long, 
as in many cases they began their labours before the Franchise Com- 
mittee itself assembled in Delhi. Except in the case of one im- 
portant political party we can confidently claim that we have had the 
assistance of all shades of opinion in India, and in the case of that 
party we have been assisted by the fact that its views on the subject 
under our consideration were already to a large extent on public record 
and they were taken into account in our deliberations. 

Witnesses and evidence. 

7. Some estimate of the amount of material available to us may 
be formed from the fact that the Committee, during the three months 
of its stay in India, has examined either independently or in joint 
session with provincial committees 311 witnesses (Appendix IV), and 
has directly received 187 written statements from persons desirous 
of representing their views. In addition we have had before us the 
written statements submitted by members of the public to provincial 
committees and local Governments for transmission to us. 
The total number of witnesses examined by provincial com- 
mittees amounts to 73, while no* less than 1,120 written state- 
ments were received and transmitted to us by those com- 
mittees. We feel, therefore, in submitting our recommendations 
in this report that we can claim that they are based on a full 
exammation of the field with which it deals both by ourselves and by 
the provincial Governments and committees. 

Assistance given by local Governments. 

8. We desire to pay a special tribute to the willing and able 
co-operation of the local Governments in our enquiries, and to the 
value of the assistance obtained from those Governments and their 
secretariats. Normally a committee engaged on work of this character 
would assemble in India early in November at the beginning of the 
cold weather, and would have five months in which to tour the 
country and collect the necessary information before the hot weather 
set in. In our case, however, we were unable to start work until the 
beginning of February, and were compelled to compress our tour and 
our enquiries into a little over two months. This unfortunate 
necessity placed local Governments under a grave disadvantage. 
Working, however, as they did under very high pressure, owing to the 
short notice given of the arrival of the Committee, the urgency and 
multiplicity of its written and telegraphic enquiries, the area of the 
field to be covered and the numerous and important points of detail 
which required investigation before a considered opinion could be ex- 
pressed, they gave us assistance of inestimable value and proved 
themi^lves at all times the most willing and friendly of collaborators. 
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Evidence by members of the Central Legislature-^ by All-India 
associations and by the (Jovernment of India. 

9. The btilk of our work lay on this occasion in the provinces. 
But we had the advantage of valuable evidence from members of 
the Council of State and of the Legislative Assembly on the occasion 
of our visits to De'lhi ; and we took the same opportunity to ascer- 
tain the views on the matters under our consideration of representa- 
tives of a number of All-India associations. We further invited the 
Government of India (to the co-operation and assistance of whose 
officers with the work of our Committee we cannot pay too high a 
tribute) to express their views, either in writing or orally, on the 
points raised in our questionnaire. They however, while placing at 
our dispJosal the knowledge and experience of th-eir secretariat, mem- 
ber’s of which gave evidence before us, decided not to meet our 
Committee as a Government. In arriving at this decision they were 
influenced not only by the consideration that the bulk of the in- 
formation on the subjects under discussion was derived from the pro- 
vinces and so had independently already been placed at our disposal, 
but by a number of other factors which might have made the prepara- 
tion and publication at this stage of a statement of the views of the 
Government of India inexpedient. Inasmuch as the report of our 
Committee would in the ordinary course be subjected to their critical 
examination after publication, the balance of advantage was thought 
to rest with avoiding any commitment in advance. 

Scope of our report. 

10. There is one other matter to which we must refer. You told 
us in your letter of the 29th December last that it was not our 
function to attempt a settlement of the communal problem, but 
you added that it was clear that the question of commnnal electo- 
rates and the connected question of apportionment of seats in the 
legislature to the several communities must be settled before we 
could undertake the task of preparing a detailed scheme for the 
composition of the legislatures, and for the arrangement of the 
constituencies upon whien they are to be based. You authorised 
us, however, to proceed, in so far as we mig’ht feel that the absence 
of such an assumption would preclude us from arriving at con- 
clusions, on the assumption that separate communal electorates 
will continue to form a feature of the new constitution ; and you 
invited us to consider in the light of the progress made during our 
tour whether an interim report would not serve to expedite the 
progress of the general enquiry of which our investigations form a 
part. 

11. The communal question is still unsettled, and we have, as 
you anticipated, found it impossible to propose a detailed scheme for 
the composition of the legislatures or for the apportionment 
of seats within them. In the ease of the depressed classes, we have col- 
lected a great deal of information regarding their definition and 
their numbers, and we have indicated, so far as we could ascertain 
it, the extent to which they are likely to secure representation in 
the legislatures under the franchise schemes which we propose. 



PREFACE. 


6 

But pending a decision upon the main communal question, we have 
refrained from making any proposals as to the further representa- 
tion, if any, which should be accorded to them, or as to the nature 
bf such representation, and as it is impossible at this stage to fe 
the precise size of the various legislatures, we have similarly re- 
frained from making detailed proposals as to the extent or nature 
of the representation which should be accorded to the minor 
minorities, Indian Christians, Europeans and Anglo-Indians. 
"We yaslj however fairh’ claim that our report goes beyond 
the scope of the interim report which was contemplated 
in your letter of instructions. It contains a complete 
selieme for the basis of the franchise, proposals regarding 
the representation of women and labour, and a provisioned 
allotment of seats for the special interests which we consider should 
receive special representation both in the provinces and in the 
Federal Assembly so far as it concerns British India. It will be a 
comparatively simple matter, once the communal question has been 
settled, to decide upon the size of the legislatures and the appor- 
tionment of seats within them and to delimit the constituencies. 
We have been unable in the time at our disposal to conduct a de- 
tailed investigation of the problem of the representation of the 
aboriginal tribes, but we have recommended that the local Gov- 
eimmeiits concerned should go into the matter in greater detail, and 
have svgge^^ed the lines which their investigations might take. 
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PAET I. 

CHAPTER I.— INTRODUCTION. 

The Piime Minister’s letter, 

12. The task set before the Indian Franchise Committee is defined 
in the Prime Minister’s letter to the Chairman of December 29th, 
1931. Its investigations are fnndamentallv governed by the state- 
ment of policy presented by His Majesty’s Government to Parliament 
on 6th December 1931 and approved by both Houses. That state- 
ment contained as its salient parts the following paragraphs : — 

The view of His Majesty’s Government is that responsibi- 
lity for the government of India should be placed upon 
legislatures, central and provincial, with such provi- 
sions as may be necessary to guarantee, during a period 
of transition, the observance of certain obligations and 
to meet other special circumstances, and also with such 
guarantees as are required by minorities to protect their 
political liberties and rights. 

In such statutory safeguards as may be made for meeting 
the needs of the transitional period, it will be a primary 
concern of His Majesty’s Government to see that the 
reserved powers are so framed and exercised as not 
to prejudice the advance of India through the new 
constitution to full responsibility for her own govern- 
ment. ’’ 

In his letter of instructions to the Franchise Committee, the 
Prime Minister observed: — To your Committee His Majesty’s 
Government will look for complete and detailed proposals on which 
to base the revision of the franchise, and the arrangement of consti- 
tuencies for the new legislatures, central and provincial, which are 
to form part of the constitution envisaged in the statement to which 
I have referred. ” A few lines further on he added : — The prin- 
ciple of a responsible federal Government, subject to certain re- 
servations and safeguards, has been accepted by His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, while it has been decided that the Governors’ provinces are 
to become responsibly governed units, enjo 3 dng the greatest possible 
measure of freedom from outside interference and dictation in carry* 
ing out their own policies in their own sphere. In these circum- 
stances, it is clearly necessary so to widen the electorate that the 
legislatures to which responsibility is to be entrusted should be 
representative of the general mass of the population, and that no 
important section of the community may lack the means of expressing 
its needs and its opinions. ” 

Proposals of the Round Table Conference. 

13. The Prime Minister further instructed the Committee to give 
full wieight to the report of the Franchise Sub-Committee of the 
Round Table Conference, That report stated that while it was gene- 
rally held that adult suffrage was the goal which should ultimately 
be attained, it was agreed that the basis of the franchise could forth 
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with be broadened, and that a large increase was desirable*’^ The 
majority recommended the immediate increase of the electorate so 
as to enfranchise not less than ten per cent, of the popnlation, and 
indeed a larger number, — ^but not more than 25 per cent, of the total 
population— if that should, on full investigation, be found practi- 
cable and desirable. ’ ’ The Sub-Committee further recommended that 
in addition to providing for this increase, consideration should be 
given to the introduction of a scheme by which all adults not entitled 
to a direct vote -would he grouped together in primary groups of about 
20 or in some other suitable manner, for the election of one repre- 
sentative member from each group, who would be entitled to vote 
in provincial elections either in the same constituencies as the directly 
qualified voters or in separ'ate constituencies to be formed for them 
The Prime Minister added that His Majesty’s Government attach 
special importance to the question of securing a more adequate en- 
franchisement of women than the existing system, which applies to 
women the same qualifications as to men, and has produced a women’s 
electorate numbering less than one-twentieth of the total male elec- 
torate.” He also desired the Committee to ‘‘consider by what methods 
the representation of labour can most effectively be secured FinaL 
]y, while stating that it was not the function of the Franchise Com- 
mittee to attempt a settlement of the communal problem, he instruct- 
ed the Committee to obtain information on a number of matters 
connected with the representation of the depressed classes, to which 
further reference will be made in the chapter of this report dealing 
with that question. 

ImpKcations of responsible government. 

14. The main task of our Committee, therefore, is to frame a 
scheme for the franchise and the constituencies of the new legisla- 
tures, central and provincial, suitable for the system of responsible 
government defined in the statement of December 6th, 1931. Eespon* 
sible government implies two distinct things. In the first 
place, it implies that the executive is formed from the 
legislature and is responsible to the legislature in the sense^that it can 
only remain in office so long as it can command its support, and that 
at statutory intervals, or, if necessary, at more frequent intervals, 
the decision as to governmental policy, or as between rival parties, 
is referred to the electorate by means of a dissolution. If a system 
of responsible government is to work, the electoral system must be 
such as is likely to produce legislatures, both provincial and federal^ 
which will contain the elements required to form both stable 
imnistries competent to conduct executive government in the condi- 
tions of modern India, and oppositions capable not only of criticism 
but of forming an alternative government. It is no less important 
that the electorate itself should be reasonably able to discharge the 
ultimate function of deciding the issues submitted to its judgment 
at a dissolution. ^ Unless these conditions are fulfilled, the structure 
^ of government itself may be endangered, and if government goes^ 
self-government and social and economic progress on democratic lid^ss 
go with it. 
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15. In the second place, responsible government implies that the 
main driving force behind legislation and public administration is 
public opinion, making itself effective through the electorate and the 
members returned to the legislatures by the electorate. It is there- 
fore essential, as the Prime Minister stated, that under a system of 
responsible govermnent the electorate should be so widened that the 
legislatures can reasonably be said to be representative of the general 
mass of the population. It is equally essential that no important sec- 
tion of the community should be deprived of the opportunity of 
making its needs and opinions felt in the legislatures, because under 
all democratic systems it is the interests of those who are represented 
which tend to receive consideration, while the interests of those who 
are not represented are liable to be ignored, both at election time 
and afterwards. If indeed a system of responsible government is to 
work satisfactorily, it will only be because the peoiple feel that the 
le^slatures represent them, and because men and women of public 
spirit, anxious for social and political reforms, throw their energies 
whole-heartedly into those legislatures as the means of achieving their^ 
aims. 
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CHAPTER II.— THE QUESTION OF ADULT FRANCHISE. 

16. The Franchise Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference 
considered that adult franchise was the goal that should ultimately 
be attained. A large number of people in India, both men and women, 
have expressed the view that adult franchise is immediately attainable 
and should be the foundation of the new constitution. Some of the 
leading advocates of this vieiv have not appeared before us, but a 
number of witnesses have urged it upon us and individual members 
of the Committee have done their best to ascertciiii the reasons for the 
opinion of those who have not tendered evidence. Adult suffrage 
is now the basis of responsible government throughout the British 
Commonwealth of Nations and in most democracies, and there are 
undoubted^ many powerful arguments in its favour in India 
to-day. 


Arguments for adult franchise. 

17. The first is that adult suffrage is the only method by which 
absolute equality of political rights can be secured to every adult 
citizen. Any form cf restricted franchise necessarily infringes the 
principle of equality between individuals in some degree. The 
second reason is that adult suffrage is the best means of securing that 
the legislatxmes represent the people as a whole. The third reason 
is that it solves, so far as the electoral roll is concerned, the difficult 
problem of sectiring the fair representation of all elements of the 
population, communal and racial, rich and poor, town and country, 
men and women, depressed classes, and labour. Whether adult 
franchise results in fair representation in the legislatures 
depends on the system of representation adopted, as the endless con- 
troversies, in the West no less than in India, about proportional re- 
presentation, the second ballot, reservation of seats, and special or 
separate electorates, abundantly prove The fourth reason in favour 
of adult franchise is that its adoption avoids the necessity for devising 
special franchises, for example for women, or the depressed classes, 
may discourage the formation of groups based on sectional, communal, 
or similar interests, and will facilitate the development of parties 
based on political ideas and ends, which are the true foundation of 
sound political life. 


The Ceylon experiment. 

18. We have realised fully the force of these considerations in 
favonr of the immediate introduction of adult franchise. Before, 
therefore, attempting to arrive at any conclusions we obtained evi- 
dence about a form of adult franchise which has recently been em- 
bodied in the Ceylon constitution. The Government of Ceylon 
very Idndly deputed Sir Bernard Bourdillon, K.B.E., C.M.G., the 
Colonial Secretary, to meet us at Madras, where we discussed the 
whole matter with him vex’y fully. We desire to express our grate- 
ful appreciation of the value of the assistance, and of the very com- 
plete informatioii which he laid before us. The Ceylon constitution 
does not provide for adult franchise as generally understood. The 
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Government does not undertake the responsibility for registering the 
electors, but, in effect, any adult citizen of either sex permanently 
resident in Ceylon, may obtain the right to vote by applying 
to be placed on the register. The population of the island 
fiecorduig to the 1931 census vras 5,312,548 ; ^the total number 
of votei’s on the register at the general election of 1931 was l,577,9u-^ 
(males 978,548, females 599,384 or 30 per cent, of the popidation) ; 
the total number of voters who went to the poll was 708,318 in 37 out 
of 50 single member electoral districts, Le,, 44.89 per cent, of the total 
electorate, or 57.96 per cent, of the electorate in the contested constitu- 
encies. The percentage of literacy among the population was 31 in 
1911, 39.9 in 1921, and is estimated at nearly 50 to-day. (In 1921 it was 
56.3 per cent, for men and 21.2 per cent, for women). The method of 
polling is that known as the ‘‘coloured bos” system, similar to that in 
use in several promnces in India, and does not contain any important 
features rvhicli are not in use in some parts of India to-day, though 
no province uses the system as a whole. The island is divided 
into nine districts ; in three districts polling was completed in one 
day ; in two it occupied two days ; in two three days ; in one 
district it was spread over five days ; and in one over six days. In 
all disiiTcts except one, women assistant presiding officers were ap- 
pointed to help the women voters, and in four districts special arrange- 
ments v,Trc made for purdah women voters. The approximate num- 
ber of registered electors allotted to each pair of polling clerks per day 
was 1,000, and one or two assistant presiding officers as the case 
might be were appointed to each station in addition. The Colonial 
Secretary informed us that the large proportion of the adult popula- 
tion, some three-fiftlis of the whole, whose names appeared on the 
register, was due to the fact that candidates and their agents con- 
ducted campaigns to induce their supporters to register. He thought 
however that it would be preferable for the Government to register 
all adults on it:s own initiative, and it is obvious that government ac- 
tion is necessary in order to secure the systematic removal from 
the rolls of the names of those voters who have died, or become dis- 
qualified, or have left the district. Sir Bernard Bourdillon said that 
under the polling arrangements made, ihoiigh the strain would be 
considerable, there would in his view be no insuperable administrative 
difficully in Ceylon in polling- an electorate comprising the whole of 
the adult- population. 

Simplification of polling methods. 

19. In the light of the discussion with Sir Bernard Bourdillon 
and with administrative officials in each province of India who have 
been responsible for conducting polling operations, we have 
drawn up a simplified polling system applicable to Indian conations. 
We are convinced that many of the polling arrangements now in force 
in India are unduly elaborate, and that by simplifying them it would 
be possible to poll a far larger number of voters without any loss of 
accuracy or efficiency. The details of onr scheme will be found in 
Appendix V. Briefly, our scheme provides — 

(a) for the coloured box or “ symbol ” system, under which 
it is unnecessary for the voter, whether literate or 
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illiterate^ to make any mark on the ballot paper ; b# 
bas merely to place it in the box marked with tbe colotur 
or symbol ” of tbe candidate of Ms choice. This 
system not only simplifies bis task, bnt makes it possible 
for Mm to cast bis YOte in secret, while increasing tbe 
number of electors who can be polled within a given 
time ; 

(b) for tbe issue of ballot papers, not by tbe presiding officer, 

but by polling clerks in groups of two under Ms 
general supervision ; 

(c) for a simplification of tbe system of identification now 

in use, which seems unnecessarily rigorous. 

Under this system, which we advise should be adopted in all 
provinces, it should be possible to poll per polling station a 
number of voters approaching the number polled in Ceylon, subject 
only to the fact that more elaborate measures for polling women 
voters will probably be necessary in parts of India than are usual 
in Ceylon, where purdah obtains only to a limited extent. 

20. Despite, however, the evidence from certain witnesses in 
India, and from Ceylon, and the fact that we are able to recommend 
a simplified procedure for polling, we have been driven to the 
conclusion that we must advise against the introduction of com- 
plete adult franchise in India to-day, partly for administrative and 
partly for more general reasons. We will deal with these in 
sequence. 

Administrative arguments against adult franchise. 

21. If an electoral system is to command the confidence of the 
people it must reflect accurately and .honestly the votes as they are 
intended by the voters themselves. Nothing could be more in- 
jurious to the healthy working of responsible government, or more 
conducive to cynical indifference and irresponsibility among the 
people themselves, than a well-grounded suspicion that the elections 
were falsified by inefficiency or corruption in the electoral machinery 
itself. There are three reasons for considerable reserve in 
^-pplying Ceylon experience to India. In the first place, the condi- 
tions in a small island containing less than six million people differ 
entirely from those of British India which, excluding Burma, con- 
tains 257 million people, where distances are immensely greater, and 
where communal and other differences are far more acute. In the 
second place, about 50 per cent, of the Ceylon population is literate, 
as compared with 8 per cent, in India while only about 60 per cent, 
of the adults in Ceylon are, in practice, on the roll. In the tMrd 
place, the number of administrative officers available to act aar 
presiding officers is much larger in proportion to the population 
in Ceylon than it is in India. 

The presiding officer. 

22. We have, however, applied a more exact test than a com- 
parison with Ceylon. The presiding officer is, in the main, the bottle* 



THE QUESTION OF ADULT FRANCHISE. 


IS 


aeek of the polling system. He (or she) must be a person of 
sufficient authority and competence to manage the officials and 
control the agents of candidates, the Yoters, and if necessary the 
police in the polling station. He must be capable of understanding 
the Jaw and practice relating to the conduct of elections sufficiently 
to enable him to decide any disputes that may arise. And. aboTe 
all, he must be (d such standing and reputation for integrity that 
he will be above suspicion of abusing his power in the interest of 
any candidate or parties, and that candidates, their agents, and the 
general public will have confidence in his impartiality. The number 
of suitable person^; available as presiding officers varies in every 
province, and from district to district, in every province. In the 
main Government officers above a certain grade and salary have 
been used hitherto, supplemented in greater or less degree by non- 
officials. Even with these restricted classes, complaints, allegations 
of malpractices, and the presentation of election petitions have been 
frequent. Such petitions may be expected to be more numerous 
in future, owing to the keener interest which is likely to he taken 
in future elections and the larger number of candidates. Presiding 
officers, therefore, of the necessary character and competence are 
essential. 


Type of official available. 

2'd, We have discussed with every provincial government and 
provincial committee and with officials possessed of personal know- 
ledge of election conditions, the qualifications necessary in presiding 
officers, and the classes of officers who could be made available for 
this purpose. Owing to the great variation in the number and size 
of districts and provinces, in methods of administration, and in the 
grades and pay of officers employed, we find it impossible 
to generalise as to the number of officials available either in each 
individual province, or in the country as a whole. The most 
satisfactory unit for the purpose of calculation is the self-contained 
district, and we have investigated selected average districts in some 
detail. In the district of Agra (United Provinces), for example, 
there are some 220 suitable officers who can be temporarily taken 
off their normal work and appointed as presiding officers. The list 
includes assistant magistrates and collectors, tahsildars, officers 
holding responsible posts in the commissioner’s, collector’s and tah- 
sil offices, civil court officers and superior officials, public works 
officers and superior officials, excise inspectors, officials from the agri- 
culturdl, irrigation, chemical, co-operative, veterinary, registration, 
education, and industries departments, postmasters and telegraph- 
masters, teachers in government schools, income-tax officers, pension- 
ers, officers of the Court of Wards offices and cantonment 
offices. It isi not possible to use all the officers in these cadres, as 
executive staffs cannot be wholly denuded even on a public holiday 
declared for the purpose of making the largest possible number of 
officers* available to conduct the elections, and a deduction must be 
made for officers who are ill, or on leave. Agra, however, is a district 
which contains an unusually large number of qualified officers. On 
%he other hand, in the Amritsar district of the Punjab it is con- 
*ifeiderecl by Government officers having experience of the conduct of 
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elections that, owing perhaps to communal feelings, the use o£ 
gazetted officers only as presiding officers is necessary. Allowing for 
such officers of the post office, police, medical and prison services as 
cannot be relieved of their normal duties, for absences due to leave 
or Illness, and for officers necessai'ily retained for duty in other de- 
partments, the number available in the district is only 30, enabling, 
will) appropriate polling clerks, police, etc., only 30 stations to be 
fully staffed. 

The use of non-officials. 

21. W.e have considered very carefully the question of the 
extent to which non-officials can be used as presiding officers. That 
both men and women can be used is certain, bat the limitations are 
two-fold. The first is that while a number may be available in 
towns, there are many rural districts in which hardly any assistance 
of this kind would be forthcoming. The second is that many other- 
wise suitable persons are actively engaged in polities and that 
objections are frequently raised against non-official presiding and 
other polling officers owing to political, religious, caste or other 
reasons. 


Humhers of voters per polling station. 

25, The basic figure for the purpose of calculation is that one 
presiding officer, assisted by two clerks— on,e to check the name of 
the voter on the roll of registered electors and the other to issue the 
ballot paper — can deal with a maximum of 1,000 registered electors 
per day. In arrmng at this estimate, we have allowed for the fact 
that, on the one hand, electors do not arrive at regular intervals 
during the day and therefore that polling stations do not poll to 
their maximum capacity, and, on the other, that only a percentage 
of the electors actually go to the poll. The maximum number of 
polling clerks who can be effectively supervised by a single presiding 
officer in thickly populated areas may be taken at eight, though 
where there are more than four clerks one or more assistant presiding 
officers would probably also be necessary. But eight clerks 
in a single polling station cannot deal with four times as many 
voters as can two clerks. Definite sections of the electoral roll have 
to be allotted to each table. The speed becomes less the larger the 
number of voters, men and women, who have to be directed or to 
find their w^ay to the right table, and have thereafter to enter the 
voting compartment containing the coloured boxes separately 
and in turn. Except in the large towns, there are few buildings in 
which large numbers, such as it w’^ould be necessary to provide for 
under adult suffrage, can be conveniently dealt with. Opinions 
differ as to the maximum number which can be dealt with by an 
eight-clerk polling station. It certainly will not at a maximum 
exceed 2,500, and other aiithofities reduce it to 1,800, or indeed to 
considerably less, where there are many women voters, and when 
Assembly elections are taking place at the same time as council 
elections, 

26. In the great majority of cases, however, it is impossible to 
make an arithmetical calculation on the basis of each polling station 
having a staff consisting of a presiding officer and eight clerks. 
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Polling stations are usually provided within six to eight miles o£ 
every village, and in thinly populated districts the number of voters 
per polling station may fall far below the maximum it could deal 
with. Yet each such polling station requires one presiding officer. 
Again, the number of loresiding officers available varies enormously 
from district to district. In some, and in most towns, enough can be 
found to poll a large electorate in a single day. In others with an 
equal population, it may be necessary to move them from station to 
station for two or more days. 

The problem of police. 

‘27. There are also other limiting factors. The most important 
perhaps is that of police. Elections in present circumstances 
occasionally result in great excitement, the polling booths and the 
approaches thereto become congested, the buildings available are 
often small and ill-suited for the crowd of voters, agents and sight- 
seers who assemble and trespass into and about the booths unless 
sufficient police are available. The provision of sufficient police be- 
comes the more essential in proportion as the number of electors 
per polling station increases. In the Agra district, it was doubted 
whether 400 police could be made available for election purposes 
in rural areas. As a rule, one subordinate officer and four cons- 
tables are necessary for each polling station. The total number 
of sub-inspectors, sergeants and head constables in the nine provinces 
is just over 30,000 and of constables about 133,500. Large polling 
station’s will require more than one officer. Making allowance for 
this and for illness, leave and the need for leaving a certain number 
free for other urgent work, and assuming that, as stated above, each 
polling station can deal with 1,000 registered electors per day, we 
arrive at a figure of about 25,000,000 electors as the maximum who 
can be dealt with per day so far as the police are concerned. 

The women voters. 

28. Then there is the question of polling the women voters. In 
alipost all the provinces the necessity of makmg special arrangements 
for w^omen voters has been urged upon us as essential if any con- 
siderable numbers are to come to the poll. Opinion varies from those 
who insist that at least in the towns it is necessary to have purdah 
polling booths entirely staffed by women presiding officers and women 
polling clerks, to those who consider that all that is necessary is 
that there should be separate entrances and exits for women, and 
that in every polling station there ‘should be a woman assistant to 
help the women voters. This problem is discussed in detail in 
Chapter VIII dealing with women's franchise. It is mentioned here 
to show how greatly the problem of adult suffrage would be com- 
plicated by the necessity for meeting needs created by the purdah 
system. It would be quite impossible to provide the necessary 
female staff to poll the whole female population on either of these 
systems at the present time. 

The extension of the polling period. 

29. It is sometimes urged that it would be possible to poll the 
whole adult population by extending the number of days or weeks 
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during which polling takes place. It is true that hy extending the 
time in each constituency, and by moving the staff from constituency 
to constituency within the same district, the number of voters who can 
be dealt with by the electoral machinery can be almost indefinitely 
increased. Both opinion and practice vary from province to province 
in this matter. But there are obvious limits to the possibility of 
extending the time allotted to polling. The usual practice is to pro- 
claim the polling day a public holiday, and to clos^e down practically 
all ofScial activities, save those of the police, the medical service, and 
the post office, in order to enable officials to be used for polling pur- 
poses. In many districts it takes a day for these officials to reach, and 
another day to return from, the polling stations to which they are 
allotted. One polling day thus means at least three days absence 
from their ordinary work for many of the election officials con- 
cerned. At present in most provinces the poll extends over at 
least two days, because separate days are allotted to Hindus and to 
Muslims. It is estimated that in some provinces it will take two 
or three days to poll 10 to 15 per cent, of the population, and that 
in others it will take longer. It would clearly take veiry much 
longer stiU to i>oU all the adults, both men and women. The 
suspe^ion of n’on-urgent public activities for three or four days 
once in three or four years^ for election purposes is not a serious 
matter, but the election period could not be prolonged far beyond 
these^ limits without ^ considerable hardship and expense to the 
public who have business in the courts and in the administrative 
offices. Further, the evidence goes to show that the longer the 
duration of the polling, the more does it lead to attempts on the 
part of candidates or their agents and supporters, to influence voters 
by bringing intensive local pressure of one kind or another to bear. 
The general experience in all coimtries is that it is desirable if 
possible, to complete all polling in a single day. ^ 

30. There is also the complication that it is the present practice 
to hold elections both for the provincial councils and for the Legis- 
lative Assembly on the same days. This arrangement has been de- 
vised partly to meet the convenience of voters who often have to 
travel considerable distances to the poll, and partly to avoid a double 
stoppage of ordinary administrative activity. It also suits candidates 
and political parties. But if there were to be adult franchise both 
for the provincial and for the federal legislatures, it vvould be neces- 

either to have a po^g machinery which could deal at the same 
time with about 130 million electors, each entitled to east votes for 
two different coimtitueneies and candidates, or to duplicate the 
whole process at different times. 


The present limit of a^nistrative feasibility. 

31.^ In the ^al report submitted to us by the Government of 
the tJniteid Provinces, a detailed examination of the whole problem 
is made. It reaches tjie conclnsion that both from the point of 
view of presiding officers and police, the maximum number of 
registered voters who can he polled in one day 7,200,000, and 
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in two days, 10,800,000 out of a total population of 48,408,000 in 
the province. It ina3’' be said, and with some truth, that all these 
figures are only approximate. They may, however, be reinforced 
by another calculation. Adding together the total number of 
ofl&cials who in the opinion of the various provincial Governments 
could be used as presiding officers we obtain a total of approxi- 
mately 22,500. This means, taking once more the figure of 1,000 
registered electors which we regard as the maximum which can 
be polled per day, that not more than 25,000,000 electors could be 
polled in a single day, as against a total adult population of 
130,000,000 — a figure which closely corresponds to the figure we 
have given in connection with our estimate of the number of 
police required. 

Opinion of local Grovemments and committees. 

32. Finally, after discussing simplified polling methods with offi- 
cials in every province, we are faced by the fact that without a 
single exception every one of the provincial governments and the 
provincial committees has not only declared that adult franchise is 
administratively impracticable today, but has placed the maximum of 
administrative practicability at some figure below 20 per cent, of 
the total population, correspondi^ to very much less than half of 
the adult population. In these circumstances, while we refrain from 
dogmatic assertions as to the exact numbers, or the exact percentage, 
of the population which can b.e polled either in each individual pro- 
vince, or in British India as a whole, we are of opinion that 
complete adult franchise is administratively impracticable at the 
present time. 

General arguments against adult suffrage. 

33. We turn now to the more general arguments against the 

immediate introduction of adult franchise. The two special problems 
which confront India in setting on foot a system of respon- 
sible government are the huge numbers involved — numbers 
which are far larger than have ever been made the foundation 
for a democratically governed state in history* — and the fact that 
only 8 per cent, of these are literate (men literates 13.9 per cent., 
women literates 2.1 per cent.). Literacy is by itself no test of 
wisdom, character, or political ability, and illiteracy by no means 
implies that the individual is not capable of casting an intelligent 
vote on matters within the range of his own knowledge and 
experience. The Indian villager, like the peasant all over the world, 
^ote— 

Population of India (excluding Burma) . . 338,141,179 

Population of British India (excluding Burma) 256,830,334 
Population of the United States of America . . 122,775,046 

Population of Germany . . . . 63,000,000 

Population of Great Britain . . . . 44,500,000 
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is a fairly shrewd person. Illiteracy, however, inevitably restricts 
the range of the individuars knowledge and his power of access to 
knowledge. He can read neither books nor newspapers, and is there- 
fbre dependent for knowledge of matters concerning his province, 
or India as a whole, or the outside world, upon what he can learn 
from the conversation of his neighbours, most of whom in India are 
also illiterate, supplemented by occasional readings by others from 
newspapers, and from canvassing and public meetings held by candi- 
dates and their agents at times of election. It is therefore much more 
difficult for the illiterate voter in an Indian village — and the villages 
contain 90 per cent, of the population of India — ^to obtain informa- 
tion upon public questions beyond the district in which he or she 
lives which will enable him or her to cast a discerning vote, than it is 
for the literate voter who can read newspapers, magazines, and bor>ks. 

The impediment of illiteracy. 

34. Illiteracy can be broken down only hj universal primary 
education. Until this has been introduced, it should be possible to do 
something to help the illiterate voter through the growth of 
broadcasting. Broadcasting will certainly develop because of its 
use as a means of instructing, informing, and amusing the public, both 
literate and illiterate, in a multitude of ways. But it will also have 
a most important political use. The effectiveness of broadcasting 
is not lessened by illiteracy. It therefore makes it possible fob 
political leaders to speak direct to a much larger number of indivi- 
duals at election times, and betw^een elections, than can be reached 
by the ordinary speeches or canvassing of the candidates them- 
selves or their agents. We have ascertained from the British 
Broadcasting Corporation that there are no technical impediments in 
the way of erecting transmitting stations for each linguistic area, 
and that it would be possible for every village to acquire for a 
moderate sum a loud-speaking receiver to which 200 or 300 people 
cd^d listen out of doors. The fact that a large number of villages 
afe now served by some kind of motor-bus service would facilitate 
tne iiiaihtenance oi the set. 

35. The breaking down of illiteracy in India in these and other 
ways is only a matter of time, and in proportion as it takes place 
the eleeto'ral problem will he simplified. But for the present it would 
bg unwise to ignore ihe impediment which illiteracy creates to the 
successful working of democracy based upon adult franchise. 

The absence of political organisations. 

^ 36. There is yet another aspect of illiteracy to he considered. 
While on the one hand it limits the range and experiencte of the 
voter, and makes it more difficult for him to understand the pro- 
vincial and iiational issues which are presented to him for settle- 
ment during a general eieciion, on the oiiher hand it places a greatly 
increased burden on the candidates and the for in 

Ihe main i| can only be through tlieii* agency that the illitei^te voter 
m educated regarding the issues involved. We have had ample evi- 
dence to show that at election times thehe is at present a great deal 
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of political aetiyity. The percentage of the electorate which has 
gone to the polls in the elections which have taken place during the 
last twelve years (see para. 59) is proof of this. But the task of 
canvassing, or addressing, or otherwise educating an electorate, 
which hitherto has numbered only some six millions for the whole 
of British India, is a very different one from that of educating and 
canvassing an electorate, male and female, of 130 millions, and this^ 
is what adult franchise would involve. 

The function of partjt. 

37. The task of political education can lie properly uhdfer- 
taieh only by organised political parties. In no conntry in the world 
has' democracy, either on a, restricted or a universal franchise, dver 
functioned Successfully without a well-developed party system. ^ Th4 
individual voter, however capable and educated, is unable tfo initihte^ 
policy, or to master the facts, local, national, and international, up 9 h 
which that policy must be based. Under an autocratic systeJm the 
responsibEity for mastering the facts and initiating and carrying out 
policy rests in the hands of the ruler and his advisers and servants. 
Under a democratic system, the responsibility for mastering facts and 
formulating a policy passes to the party leaders, though to carry out 
this policy they must secure the support of the electorate. Political 
parties consist in practice of those people who are sufficiently in- 
terested in public questions to take an active part in trying to sup- 
port a government of to promote the policies of which they approve. 
Party organisation has always been essential in a successful demo- 
cracy, for the return of unrelated individuals, however able, does 
not provide that steady majority without which a stable executive 
under a system of responsible government cannot exist. 
It is the instrument whereby leaders, local and national, are developed, 
and the desires and needs of the local elector are harmonised with the 
necessities and aspirations of th.e nation as a whole, and with the 
facts of the international situation. It is the only means whereby 
a disciplined political army can be created capable both of present- 
ing a coherent policy throughout the country at times of election, 
and of ensuring stability to the executive government, even when 
it is carrying through measures which may be unpopular in large 
numbers of constituencies. Party organisation, however, grows oidy 
by degrees, and is expensive to form and to run. To be effective, it 
must have agents in every village and town, as well as in the dis- 
trict and the national headquarters, so that it can permeate the 
whole country and address itself to every elector by means of 
public speeches, the distribution of literature, canvassing, and 
broadcasting. 

38. Party organisation is stEl rudimentary in India. Local diffi- 
culties such as communal feeling have done much to hinder its growth. 
Such organisations as exist have been largely pre-occupied 
with the question of securing national self-government for 
India, rather than with the policies which should be followed after 
responsible government has been attained. Indeed, it is only after 
responsible government has been introducBd that the alignment of 
parties on normal political lines w5Il begin to develop. 

b2 
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Conclusion. 

S9. The question of adult suffrage has been, in a sense, the largest 
that is before us, and we have endeavoured to set out candidly what 
can be said both for and against it. Having regard to the prodigious 
task of educating a mainly illiterate electorate, the fact that party 
o^anisation is still in its infancy, and the burden both for the 
official machinery and for the candidates of dealing with 130 million 
voters, it seems to us to be the course of wisdom and statesmanship 
not to attempt to launch the new constitution on the basis of adult 
franchise, but to seek a more manageable basis, at the same time 
providing that the system of franchise will give reasonable 
representation to the main categories of the population. It will 
then be for the legislatures themselves, after a definite period 
has passed, to determine at what pace the electorate should be ex- 
panded and the date when they may wish to introduce adult 
suffrage. 


0 
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CHAPTEE III.— THE INDIEECT SYSTEM AND OTHEE 
POSSIBLE MODIFICATIONS OF ADULT FEANGHISB. 

40. We have considered whether, if fhe immediate adoption of 
adult franchise is regarded as impracticable certain modifications 
of it might not be recommended. There are five possible courses 
open to us : — 

A. Adult suffrage by indirect voting. 

B. Adult suffrage within certain age limits. 

C. Adult suffrage in large or capital cities. 

D. Household suffrage. 

E. Indirect election through local bodies. 

The village as a unit. 

41. Before considering these proposals in detail, there is a pp- 
liminary issue to which we wish to refer. It has often been sai^ 
and indeed it is a fact, that the village is the most characteristic 
socio-political unit in India, and that 90 per cent, of the population 
of India live in villages. Why not therefore make the village the 
basis of the electoral ^system, by enabling it to place electors on the 
electoral roll in proportion to its numbers ? Such a system, 
attractive as it appears at first sight, is however quite impracticable. 
The villages of modern India have in the vast majority of cases no 
self-governing institutions of their own. The revival of the pan- 
chayat system is of quite modem origin, and the total number of 
panchayats in British India to-day is only 11,770 out of a total of 
some 458,000 villages. There is therefore in the overwhelming majo- 
rity of cases no representative body which could be made the medium 
for placing electors on the electoral roll. Moreover, it is the general 
testimony of ofiacials and others in close touch with villages that 
the effect of making the village itself an electoral unit would be to 
intensify caste factions and local feuds, and to create not harmony 
but discord. The villagers can be enfranchised only by giving them 
the direct vote as individuals, or by forming them into small groups 
for the election of secondary electors. We discuss both these alterna- 
tives in the later pages of this report. 

A. — ^Adult suffrage by indirect voting. 

42. It has been proposed that, if universal direct adult suffrage 
be ruled out, the whole population might be grouped in groups of 
20, or 50, or 100, or other appropriate number, each primary group 
to elect from among its own number one or more secondary electors, 
who should form the constituencies for returning members to the 
legislatures in the ordinary way. This is the system which is in 
operation in Egypt, Turkey, Iraq,* and Syria to-day, and the evidence 
which we have obtained indicates that it can be and is made to work 
in these countries. The advantages claimed for the system are four- 
fold. It gives to every adult an equal vote at the primary stage. 
It makes things easy for the primary voter, because he is only asked 
to choose an elector from among neighbours whom he knows, instead 
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of voting for a distant candidate, and on issues whieli it najay be jd|f3“ 
cult for kirn to understand. It is simple to administer^ becap^e each 
yiliage is the polling unit in the primary election and keeps its own 
rec^.ster, and voters and officials have not to travel long distances to 
the polliiig stations. It probably secures a more intelligent and ex- 
perienced secondary electorate to discharge the responsible task of 
choosing the member of the legislature. 

Arguments against the indirect system, 

43. On the other hand the disadvantages of the system are in 
our view much more serious Tn the first place, it involves the 
abolition of the direct system of voting, to which India has become 
accustomed during the last twelve years through four elections 
held for the provincial councils, the Legislative Assembly, and the 
Council of State, and also through numerous elections for district 
and local boards, and municipalities. Some 7,000,000 electors who 
have hitherto been entitled to exercise the direct vote at elections to 
I%islative bodies would thus lose it, and would obtain only an in- 
direct vote in its place. The overwhelming mass of evid.ence we 
have received has been to the effect that the strongest opposition 
would be aroused by any proposal to abolish the direct vote. 

44. In the second place, the indirect system is bound to lead to 
one of two results, neither of them desirable. Either the primaiy 
election would be a non-political election, in the sense that the group 
pleetors would simply choose a representative man or woman to 
^exercise the responsibility of voting on their behalf — in which case it 
WQuId provide very little political education for the people. Or it 
^p^puld become a political election, in which case the candidates and 
fbe parties would endeavour to secure the return of secondary elec- 
toj%s pledged to themselves. The indir^t system would then become 
tantamount to adult suffrage, with the expense and burden of a 
double election added thereto. 

45 In the third place, under the indirect system the ^primary 
voters have no means of .judging whether the secondary' elector 
carries out their wishes or not. A member of the legislature speaks 
and votes in public, and his constituents are therefore able to 
follow his conduct and to make representations to him about it. 
The secondary voter, however, casts his ballot in secret, and the 
prmary electors can have no means of knowing how he has voted. 
In so far as the primary voters wish to secure the representation of 
certain political views, the indirect system cannot be said to be re- 
presentative. 

46. In the fourth place, the indirect system undoubtedly lends 
itself to manipulation and jerrymandering. The party in power, 
or ^oca] authorities, can manipulate the elections so as to secure the 
return of their own friends as secondary electors. Local magnates 
and other forces can bring strong pressure to bear at the primary 
stage when voting is public or informal. The fact that the number 
of secondary electors is small makes corruption at the election of 
members to the legislature far easier than under a system of direct 
, election witli a large electorate.. 
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^ 47. Moreover, certain provincial Governments and committees 
wMcIl were at one time inclined to support the indirect system 
have now abandoned it. For all these reasons we have unani- 
mously decided to reject the universal indirect system. 

B. — ^Adult sujBfrage within certain age limits. 

48, It has been suggested that the difficulty of finding any sys- 
tem of restricted franchise which secures the representation of all 
sections of the community in proportion to their population, such as 
women, depressed classes, etc., might be overcome by giving adult 
franchise within certain age limits, for example over 30, or between 25 
and 60. The objections to this proposal are two-fold. In the 
first place, if it is administratively impracticable, or for any reason 
inadvisable, to enfranchise more than, say, 15 to 20 per cent, of the 
population, the age limits wonld become very narrow. The inclu- 
sion even of those persons only who are over 40 yeai’s of age or 
between 30 and 50 years of age, would, as will be seen from the 
figures’^ given in the foot-note to this paragraph, produce an impos- 
sibly large electorate. We do not think that such a system 
is advisable, or that it would commend itself to public opinion. It 
would mean the disfranchisement of existing voters outside those 
ages, or the maintenance of a discrimination which would give rise 
to resentment. Moreover, there would be serious administrative 
difficulties in the way of determining ages, and therefore in pre- 
paring the roll, in a country where there is no general compul- 
sory registration of births. For these reasons we reject the pro- 
posal. 


0. — Adult franchise for large towns. 

49. A proposal has been made that adult franchise should be 
introduced immediately for all towns containing more than 
100,000 inhabitants, or alternatively for the capital city in each 
province. This proposal has been urged largely on the ground 
that adult franchise is aclminisiratively feasible in large towns, 
while it is not at present feasible in the country districts. We 
cannot see our way, however, to accept the proposal. In the first 
place, while it is certainly true that it is possible to poll more voters 


following statistics based partly on the 1921 census (complete re- 
turns for the 1932 census are not yet available) illusti'ate the effect of the 
acceptance of certain alternative bases : — 


ITo. of persons. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

1. Over 20 .. ' 

67,696,454 

63,248,161 

130,944,615 

2. Over 30 (1921 Census) 

58,339,388 

54,054,426 

112,393,814 

3. Between 25 and 60 (1921 
Census). 

64,166,661 

69,091,827 

123,248,488 

4. Over 40 (1921 Census) 

34,667,263 

32,630,086 

67,287,289 

5. Between 30 and §0 (1921 
Census). 

40,099,476 

36,233,926 

76,333,402 
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in large cities than in cotmtry districts, because it is easier to 
find non-official presiding officers and suitable buildings, we have 
received little evidence to show that in fact adult franchise is ad- 
ministratively practicable in the large towns. In the second place, 
we think it is undesirable to differentiate between town and country 
in the matter of adult franchise. Towns, which are usually the most 
active political centres^ already have some advantage over the 

country in that it is easier for their citizens to register their votes, 
and in some provinces, despite our efforts to ensure that the voters 
in town and country shall be in proportion to their respective popula- 
tions, the towns have a small advantage. If, in addition, we were to 
enfranchise all adults in such towns, while enfranchisi^ only some 
15 per cent, in the country districts, the effect in. our view would be 
to give a greater weight to the representatives from the town's than 
to those from the country— a result which it has been our 

object to avoid. We have decided, therefore, that the fran- 
chise system should apply uniformly, and that there should be no 
discrimination in favour either of town or of country. 

D. — ^Household suffrage. 

50. Another suggestion that has been put to us is that the 

household should be taken as the unit for the suffrage, so that the 

head of each household would be brought on to the electoral roll and 
be entitled to a vote. The main argument in favo^ur of this scheme 
is that it would distribute voting power fairly over the different 
classes of the' community ; and if the ^tem were free from ad- 
ministrative difficulties the argument would be a strong one. But 
the objections are serious. In the first place, allowing an average 
of five persons to each household, a system which allotted one vote to 
each household would bring on to the electoral roU more than 
50,000,000 voters^ the great majority of whom would be men. Un- 
less women were to be almost disenfranchised, it would be necessary 
to adopt supplementary measures in order li> bring an adequate num- 
ber of women on to the roU, and if they were to amount to one-fifth 
of the electorate, the total electorate would then exceed 60,000,000, 
and would be nearly a quarter of the total population. As is shown 
in Chapter II, an electorate of this size would be quite unmanage- 
able. In the second place, the organisation of the electorate on a 
household basis would involve serious administrative difficulties. In 
no province is the household used as an administrative unit for 
revenue purposes, and its adoption as a basis for the franchise would 
involve an extensive reorganisation of administrative arrangements 
on a new basis.. Moreover many troublesome dispu,tes would arise 
^ to the unit which should be adopted as the household and the 
individual who should be recognised as its head ,* and if the matter 
were left to the ordinary village staff to settle, there would be great 
opening for corrupt practices. In many patts of the country, parti- 
cularly in jungly and undeveloped tracts, the fluctuating and un- 
stable habits of the people would present serious difficulties. As 
therefore' the system of household suffrage would produce an elec- 
torate of unmanageable size, making no adequate provision for women, 
and would be extremely difficult to work, we are unable to recommend 
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E. — ^Indirect election tbrongh local bodies. 

51. We liave also considered anotlier form of indirect voting 
under wliicli the legislatures would be elected by constituencies 
formed of the members of local boards, munieipsdities, and other 
elected bodies. This system has been recommended on the ground 
that it would secure the return to the legislatures of more experienced 
members than direct election by constituencies comprising a large 
proportion of illiterates. There are however two strong arguments 
against it. The first is that it was the system in operation during 
the period of the Llinto-Morley Reforms between 1910 and 1920, 
and from the evidence before us it is clear that the opposition to its 
reintroduetion is very strong and almost universal. It is alleged 
that it led to a large amount of intrigue and was very uncertain in 
its operation. In the second place it is open to the powerful consti- 
tational objection that, under a system of responsible government, 
it mnst lead either to the local elections being dominated by provin- 
cial or federal issues, with consequent loss to good local government, 
or to the legislates being elected by people who have been returned 
on purely local issues, while the mass of the electorate would 
receive no education and exercise no real influence over provincial 
or federal policy. We have therefore decided to reject the system. 
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CHAPTBi^ IV.— TfIB COMBINATION OF THE DIRECT 
AND INDIRECT SYSTEMS OP FRANCHISE. 

52. We ha,Ye therefore come to the conclusion that it is not at pre- 
sent practicable to adopt any system of adult suffrage, whether by 
^rect or indirect election, or limited in the matteri of age. We have 
however given very careful consideration to the proposal made by the 
Franchise Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference that a 
direct system of franchise qualifications should be supplemented by 
a system of indirect election. The sub-committee put forward their 
scheme in the following words : — 

We recommend that, in addition to providing for this in- 
crease, the Commission should consider the introduction 
of a scheme by which all adults not entitled to a direct 
vote would be grouped together in primary groups of 
about 20 or in some other suitable manner, for the 
election of one representative member from each group, 
who wonld be entitled to vote in the provincial elections 
either in the same constituencies as the directly quali- 
fied voters or in separate constituencies to be formed 
for them.’’ 

Attractions of the combined system. 

53. Some of us, at the outset of our enquiries, were greatly 
attracted by this idea. It seemed to combine the advantage of keep- 
ing in existence the system of franchise to which India has become 
accustomed, with some of the advantages of adult franchise, since it 
would bring the whole population in some way or other into connec- 
tion with the legislatures. If it did not give every adult, male and 
female, a full vote, it would at least give him or her a portion of a 
vote, and therefore some share, however small, in the government of 
the land. Several provincial governments and committees were also 
originally much attracted by the proposal and we received the greatest 
measure of co-operatmn and encouragement in our enquiries as to 
its feasibility. 


Objections to the combined system. ‘ 

54. These enquiries have led us to the conclusion that in spite of 
its superficial advantages the scheme is open to very serious objec- 
tion. In the first place, under examination, the advantages of the 
system as gmng representation to all sections of the community tend 
to disappear. The size of the group which has been most favoured 
has been between 20 and 25. This means that the group elector 
would exercise only one-twentieth or one-twentyfifth of the woting 
power of the direct elector, and would besides lack any control over the 
manner in which the secondary elector cast his voto. Even if no 
increase at all were made in the direct electorate, the disparity 
between the power of the direct and the indirect voter would still 
be eoUsSiderable. But if the direct electorate is to be extended to 
10 per cent, of the population, as suggested by the Franchise Sub- 
committee of Round Table Conference, the voting power of the 
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balance of the population, which would include most of the poorer 
classes, would become extremely small, and would certainly 
not enable these classes to return to the legislature any member of 
their own choice. For example, in a province with a total popula- 
tion of 50 millions and an adidt population of 25 millions, there 
yi^puld be 5 million voters if 10 per cent, of the population were 
If^nchised. Jhat would leave 20 million adults without the direct 
ypte? who, if grouped in 20 's, would be able to elect one million 
secondiai'y electors. Thus, on an .average, in eveiy constituency, the 
electors, representing (in so far as they can be said to do so) 20 
millions, would have only one-sixth of the votes, as compared with 
the 5 million direct electors. The real representation of women, of 
the depressed classes, and of labour under this system would be very 
small. 


Administrative diflaculties. 

55. Tn the second place, the administrative difficulties in work- 
ing the system are formidable. The general elections to the legisla- 
tures normally take place in November or December, which means that 
the electoral roll has to be published for criticism about J uly , and for 
final issue about September or October. In order that the nam^ 
of the group electors might be placed on the roll by July it 
has been suggested, under the most practical proposal which has 
been put forward, that the group elections should take place 
during the preceding cold weather. The patwari, or other 
equivalent village official, would enumerate the houses, together 
with their adult inmates in each lane or hamlet, or in 
accordance with convenient geographical contiguity, and list 
the adults in groups containing 20 or 25 each. On the 
notified date, a junior official wO'ild visit the village, call to- 
gether the inmates of each group of houses, both men and women, 
and ask them to decide informally, by show of hands or by some 
simjile form of ballot, which of their number should be placed on 
the electoral roll to act as their mukhi or mouthpiece in. the general 
election. In the event of dispute as to the validity of the election, 
a senior official v'ould visit the village and settle the dispute 
summarily, if necessary by holding a second election. Opinions 
among officials who have had experience of conducting elections vaiy 
as to the practicability of working such a system. Some think there 
would be no difficulty. Others are certain tha.t it would be cumber- 
some and expensive to work, and that it would break down in prac- 
tice. It is also pointed out, with some reason, that the necessity of 
discriminating between villagers who have the direct vote and those 
who have not, would create considerable complications in working 
the group system. Wheire the officials took an active interest in 
the voting and the election, could be kept informal the ^stem would 
probably worlT smoothly enough. But it is by no means certain that 
it would work at all in the event of the primary election becoming 
political, and if active controversy and high feeling between rival 
candidates or parties arose, there would be serious risk of its break- 
ing down altogether. In any case it would involve great amount 
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of administrati-ve work, requiring a eonsidierable degree of adminis' 
trative competence, over a long period of time, in order to place on 
the electoral roll a not very “large additional number of names. 

No support from public opinion. 

56. In the third place, the proposal, which has received a good 
deal of consideration throughout the country, has not commended 
itself in any marked degree either to pu/blic or to official opinion. 
Every provincial Government and provincial committee is now 
against it, having been convinced, as we are, that its inherent diffi- 
culties and drawbacks outweigh its supposed advantages. 
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CHAPTBE V.— THE EXTENSION OP THE DIRECT VOTE. 

67. As we have come to the conclusion that adult suffrage, pure 
and simple, is impracticable at the present time, and as we have 
found that the disadvantagas of any indirect scheme greatly out- 
weigh its advantages, we have been driyen to the conclusion that 
the best basis for the franchise for the system of responsible gov- 
ernment to be introduced under the new constitution is the exten- 
sion of the direct francliise, providing at the same time, in the words 
of the Prime Minister’s l-^ter, that ‘‘ no important section of the 
community lacks the means of expressing its needs and its 
opinions 


The case against extension. 

58. Before, however, examining this (question in detail we feel 
it necessary to disc’uss a preliminary matter. Though the over- 
whelming mass of evidence we have received is in favour of the 
broad Round Table Conference proposal that the franchise should 
be extended so as to enfranchise not less than 10 per cent, of the 
population and indeed a larger number — ^but not more than 25 per 
cent, of the total population— if that should, on a full investigation, 
be found practicable and desirable ”, there are those who take a 
more cautious view. There are people, who have grave doubts 
whether it is wise to extend the franchise, at all, especially with an 
electorate still largely illiterate, at the moment when the responsi- 
bility for government, under the Round Table Conference scheme, 
is being transferred to the legislatures. 


Arguments from extensive interest in elections. 


59. We recognise the force of this opinion, 'but would put for- 
ward certain considerations on the other side. In the first place, 
while it is certainly true that the groat majority of villagers in India 
to-day have a very rudimentary idea of what the elections are about, 
and vote largely on personal grounds, the interest now taken in poli- 
tics and in elections is far more widespread thands always realised 
outside India. Perhaps the best single test is the figures of the 
number of voters who actually go to the poll. The following table 
(taken from the report of the Indian Statutory Commission, VoL 1, 
page 197) gives the figures for the elections of 1920, 1923 and 1926 : — 


Provinoe. 

Percentage of popn- 

Percentage of votes polled in the decUonsof 

latioQ enfranchised 

a»2e). 

1920. 

1923. 

1926. 

nadras 

3-2 

24*9 

38-3 (n*4) 

48*8 09*2) 

Bombay 

8‘9 

16-2 

38*4 (X5‘S) 

39*0 (19*3) 

Bengal 

2*5 

83-4 

89*0 

89*2 (18*0) 

United Ftovinces 

3-5 

33*0 

42*2 (2*8) 

50*2 (10*0) 

Pimiah 

3*4 

82*0 

49*3 

52*4 (6*8) 

^bar and Orissa 

1-1 

41*0 

52*0 

81*0 

Central Proviaces 

1-8 

22*5 

67*7 

81*9 

Assam 

3-7 

18-4 

37*5 

35*0 (not known). 

Total 

2-8 

29*0 

39*9 

42*6 


(Note. — ^The fii 
Is clear that the 


of women has dightly retarded the general rate of improvement. 

^ a high proportion of voters. 


The 
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The pereeni^ges for Madras, jpttnjah, Bihar and Orissa and Assam 
relate to contested elections only. For other provinces the percentage of 
voters on the roil in all constituencies who polled their votes is shown. In 
all cases the figures cover special as well as general constituencies. 


The figures for 1929-80 were as follow. As in 1920, they are 
affected by the fact that the Indian National Congress called upon its 
followers to abstain from the polls — 


Province. 

Percentage 

of 

population 

enfranchised, 

1929-30. 

Percentage of vote^ 
polled in the 
elections of 
1929-30. 

Madras 

• . 


3-2 

’43-1 

(18-1) 

Bombay 



3-9 

ll4 

(6-S) 

Behgal 



2*5 

26-1 

*• 

United Provinces 



3-5 

23-7 

(3-9> 

Punjab 



3-1 

38*6 

(6-6) 

iibar and Orissa 



1-1 

33-2 

(6-4> 

Central Provinces 



1-3 

33*3 

(8-8> 

Assam 


•• 

3-7 

28*3 

(6-6) 


il\Ioreo‘ver, elections for local, district and municajpal^ boards 
now the rule in all the provinces of India, and the number of 
east at them is very large. 


60. There is ho (Question that India is now familiar with votintf 
did elections. What might in 1919 havfe beOh ireg&rded ds dh 
imported and unfamiliar institution is now an acceptdd coiftmoh- 
plaee of Indian political life. In the words of the Statutory Com- 
mission’s Eeport (Vol. I, page 197) ‘‘ it is clear that leleetoral con- 
tests do really attract the interest of the general body of voters 
We at^ able to t.^stify to the- accuracy of this view in the North- 
West Frontier Province, where during oui* visit, elections were 
being held for the provincial council for the first time, where 49.8 per 
cent, of -fhe electors polled in contested elections, and where the 
activitj^ of fedhdidatefe diffl the interest of voters were obvious to 
the eye. 


Def^ls bf present franchise. 

61. Secondly, to quote once more from the Statutory Commission 
(Vol. I, page 191) the present franchise gives a predominance and 
f^toetimes a monopoly of the vote to certain clasps of tbe popula- 
tion. Thtis, though it is true that in an agricultural couhtty like 
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India tlie bulk of the population appears extremely homogenous in 
its needs and aspirations, whole sections of the population came to be 
excluded from the franchise. Chief among these are nearly all the 
women and the general body of the poor While rfepeating a warn- 
ing given in the Montagu-Chelmsford Report against any such in- 
ordinate and sudden extension of the franchise as might lead to a 
breakdown of the machinery through sheer weight of hunibers 
(Vol. 1, page 190), the Statutory Commission held that the present 
franchise is too limited in its scope to provide the material ftom 
which to build any adequate scheme of represehtative government 
(VoL II, page 89) and that "" there diouid now be such extension of 
the franchise as is reasonably practical, and that provision should 
now be made with a view to yet greater extension after a further 
interval (Vol. II, page 89). 

62. Further, the existing basis of the franchise is admittedly 
unsatisfactory in another respect. The Statutory Commission 
has pointed out (Vol. I, page 192) that if education be the 
best test of capacity to use the vote, the present franchise seemi^ 
largely to fail to take advantage bf the material available 
Sineb the percentage in 1921 of the adult male literates in the 
electoral areas of the Governors’ provinces, except Burma, 
was 15 7, and the percentage of adult males with the vote is 
smaller — 10.4 in the same area, 9.7 in Bengal, and 12.4 in Ihe 
United Provinces — ^it might be expected that most voters would be 
literate. So far as figures are available, this does not seem to be so. 
It is certainly the case that large numbers of voters are illiterate, or 
vote as such Though no exact figures are available, the Statu- 
tory Commission stated that it had been estimated that in Bengal in 
1926 half the Muslims and one-third of the Hindus who voted 
were illiterate, and that in the United Provinces the percentage was 
even higher. Our experience confirms this view that a very con- 
siderable proportion of the really literate population is to-day 
excluded from the rolls. 

No deterioration in the electorate. 

63. In the third place, most of the evidence we have received 
is to the effect that the extension of the electorate to 10 or 15 per 
cent, of the population will not result in any marked deterioration in 
the intelligence of the electorate. The new voters may have different 
interests from those of the old, but they will not be markedly less 
able to cast an intelligent vote. In all democracies, indeed, the 
great majority of the voters can only really choose between the 
rival candidates and parties which seek their suffrages. The 
succeissful working of democratic institutions is dependent far more 
upon the assistance of well-informed public-spirited and capable 
parties than upon the restriction of the electorate to those who are 
regarded as being politically educated. 

Need for a broad basis for responsible government. 

64. Finally, if the system of responsible government is to be 
stable, it is essential that the legislatures should be far more 
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representative of the people than they are to-day. No one can say 
that an electorate in the provinces consisting of barely 3 per cent, 
of the population, or 10 per cent, of the adult male population, and 
of less than 1 per cent, of the population for the All-India Legis- 
lative Assembly, is in the modem world, an adequate founda- 
tion for a responsible system. If the new legidatuves can 
be attacked on the ground that they represent only a single 
class or interest, or that they do not speak at least for those 
elements which recognise the importance to themselves of 
legislation and executive action, the chances of launching the 
constitution on an even keel, so that it can weather the storms wMeh 
will inevitably beat upon it, will be greatly lessened. 

Condnsion. 

65. For these reasons, we concur with the view expressed by the 
Franchise sub-committee of the Bound Table Conference quoted at 
the beginning of the chapter as to the extension of the electorate, 
in the provinces, providing at the same time for a proper distribu- 
tion of voting power between the different classes and sections of the 
people. Our views on the franchise for the Federal Assembly will be 
found in a later portion of the report. 
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CHAPTER VI.— THE BEOAD BASIS OF OUR PROPOSALS. 

66. We come now to onr main problem, bow, under a restricted 
francbise, to widen the electorate so that it will be representative 
of the general mass of the population and that no important section 
of the community may lack the means of expressing its needs and 
its opinions No complete solution can be propounded until a 
settlement of the communal problem has been reached, and at the 
present date that has not occurred. In some measure, therefore, as 
we shall point out more fully later, our conclusions are provisional 
and incomplete. But there are a few general principles which 
underlie all our proposals, and we desire to make them clear at the 
outset. 


The ratio of voting power to population. 

67. In the first place we have been more concerned to secure 
the best practicable distribution of voting power than the enfranchise- 
ment of any pre-conceived percentage of the population. Over a 
large proportion of the field, for instance, the head of an agricul- 
tural family can he said to speak for the interests not only of 
himself but of all those members of his family who reside with him 
in the village. Women voters act not only for themselves but in 
considerable measure for their sex as a whole. Established trade 
unions speak not only for their members but for industrial labour as a 
whole. Depressed class voters can usually be said to represent the 
special interests of their class. The same is true of commerce, land- 
lords, and so on. Provided the main categories of the population have 
representation which bears a fair relation to their numbers, a restrict- 
ed franchise, nominally confined to 15 per cent, of the population, may 
represent in effect the vital interests of the majority of the adult 
population. Moreover, it is misleading to take population as the 
basis of the estimate ; for no country enfranchises children or much 
more than 50 per cent, of its population. Broadly speaking our pro- 
posals will enfranchise nearly 30 per cent, of the adult population, 
or 43 per cent, of the adult men, and 10 per cent, of the adult 
women. 


Property and educational qualifications. 

68. Property has from the outset been the main foundation of the 
franchise. It is a system which is well understood in India, where 
it has been in force for local bodies for nearly two generations. It 
was accepted by the Southborough Committee as the main basis of 
the constitution which was introduced twelve years ago and all the 
evidence we have received shows that it is now well estalblished and 
commands general approval. We piropose accordingly to retain it 
both for the provincial and for the federal legislatures. But we have 
endeavoured to lower the property qualification so as to bring on 
to the roll the great bulk of the landholders, the tenants, and the 
urban rent payers and a considerable section of the poorer dames. 

69. Aa a second basis for the franchise we have recommended an 
educational standard. We propose that different standards should 
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be fixed for the provincial and for the federal legislatures, and for men 
and for women, for reasons which will be explained later. But we 
consider it essential that the educated classes should be enfranchised, 
thus remedying the anomaly pointed out by the Statutory Com- 
mission. We think also that in a largely illiterate country every 
encouragement should be given to education. Moreover the educa- 
tional qualification provides for an automatic but gradual extension 
of the franchise, and secures representation for junior members of 
joint families. 


Provision for special classes. 

70. In the electoral qualification for the provincial legislatures 
we have provided equality between the sexes, but inasmuch as com- 
paratively few women own property, and far fewer women than 
men are literate, we have proposed special qualifications for women 
which will ensure that more than one-fifth of the electoral roll will 
consist of women. We also suggest measures whereby a certain 
number of women will be returned to the legislatures during the 
early days of the constitution. 

71. In the ease of the depre^ed classes the question of their 
representation in the legislatures is outside the scope of our refer- 
ence. We have however furnished information as to their numbers, 
.and we have made proposals designed to secure them substantial re- 
presentation on the electoral roll. 

72. As regards labour, in addition to lowering the qualification 
so as to enfranchise large numbers of the industrial employees in 
the towns, we have made provision for the direct representation of 
industrial labour in the Federal Assembly and in all the provincial 
legislatures. 

,73. We propose that the existing representation of commerce 
and industrjr, the universities, and the landlords should be main- 
tained but that the mimber of seats allotted to each of these interests 
should not be increased. As it is proposed to enlarge the legislatures 
to between two and three times their present size, the representation 
of these special interests will be proportionately smaller than it is 
at present. 

74. The^ classes for which it is most diflScult to provide are the 
tenants-at-will, the landless labourers and the less prosperous rural 
village craftsmen and artisans. ^ In some measure, however, they will 
be ^represented under the provision we have made for the depressed 
closes and for labour, and in some provinces considerable numbers 
will find a place on the general electoral roll. 

^ 75. PinaUy we have endeavoured as far as possible to secure a 
„ fair proportionate representation between town and country, 

76. As far as v/e can estimate, the total number of voters on 
the provincial rolls will he increased under these proposals from 7 
millions to over 36 millions, out of a total adult population of 130 

of adult males who will be enfranchised 
will be 43.4 and of adult fietoiales 10.5. 
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The Federation. 

77. The problem o£ securing a balanced distribution of voti^ 
power is far more difficult in the case of the representation of British 
India m the federal l^islatures. Area and numbers make it im- 
possible to enfranchise either the same numbers or the same classes. 
We propose to enlarge the electorate to 8,500,000, as agtaanst the 
present figure of 1,140,000, and we have made provision for a con- 
siderable representation of women on the electoral roll. We have 
also endeavoured to secure that the Assembly will represent all the 
main elements of the population by providing special representation 
in it for women and labour, for commerce and industry, and for 
landlords. As in the case of the provincial legislature, we do not 
propose to increase the number of seats allotted to commerce and 
lan^ords and they will therefore form a smaller proportion in the 
federal lower house than they do in the present Legislative Assembly. 
We have not dealt with the depressed class representation, for 
reasons already given. The Senate will reflect the whole electorate 
enfranchised for the provincial councils. 

Ratio of voters to population. 

78. It is obviously impossible under any system of restricted 
franchise to secure exact proportional representation between all 
classes and sections. As we have pointed out, even adult franchise 
which brings all classes into the electoral roll in proportion to their 
population strength may conspicuously fail to secure for them propor- 
tionate representation in the legislatures unless the system of repre- 
sentation adopted is suitable. Under our proposals, and assuming 
that a communal settlement is made which secures representation to 
the principal communal minorities, the legislatures vdll reflect all 
the main sections of the Indian population. They "will give autho- 
rity to the legislatures themselves, since it may fairly be claimed 
that they will represent the general mass of the population and 
also that within them no important section will lack the opportunity 
of expressing its needs and opinions. 

79. Trhere is one other general observation we must make. 
The Franchise Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference made 
the following recommendation : — We recommend that in any given 
area the franchise qualifications should be the same for all communi- 
ties ; but we desire that the Franchise Commission in making their 
proposals should bear in mind that the ideal system would as nearly 
as possible give each community a voting strength proportionate to 

numbers, and that the Commission diould so contrive their fran- 
chise system as to secure this result in so far as it may be practic- 
able”. In the Prime Minister’s letter of instructions we were asked to 
report on the desirability or otherwise of giving each community 
a voting strength proportionate to its numbers. In our view it is 
certainly desirable that the franchise system should produce this 
result, at any rate in the ease of the major communities. Though 
we have kept this question in view when framing our proposals, it 
is impossible at this stage to state how closely the ratio between 
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electors and population will correspond, because many of the figures 
we give as to the effect of property and educational qualifications, 
especially in the case of women, are estimates, or based on estimates. 
It will not be possible to arrive at a full appreciation of the effect 
of our schemes until they have been worked out in detail. We 
recommend therefore that as soon as the basis of the new franchise 
has been approved instructions should be issued for the preparation 
of an electoral roll on the qualifications finally accepted. If it is 
found that the ratio of the voters to the population is markedly 
discrepant in the ease of any community, it will be necessary to 
consider what action if any is required in order to rectify the dis- 
parity. This^ information should be made available as early as 
possible, in view of its importance at the next stage when the consti- 
tuencies will be delimited. 
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The Provinces* 

CHAPTER VII.— THE PROVINCIAIi FRANCHISE SCHEMES, 

80. We now proceed to discuss the general basis of the franchise 
which we recommend for adoption. Its main element is a pro- 
perty qualification, though we propose to accept the recommendation 
of the. Statutory Commission that a special qualifi.eation based on 
education, independently of property, i^ouid be added, and we also 
propose other qualifications for women and depressed classes which 
are discussed in the chapter relating to those subjects. 

Greneral Considerations. 

81. In a country like India, franchise schemes based upon a pro- 
perty qualification must of necessity vary considerably in detail 
from province to province. The report of the Southborough Com- 
mittee which drew up the first franchise schemes in 1918-19 was 
criticised on the ground that it faEed to a large extent to establish 
principles ; hut that Committee, like ourselves, were driven to the 
adoption of a property qualification, and having covered the same 
grounds, we agree with them that this is a matter in which uniformity 
over the whole country is neither possible nor desirable. It is not 
possible in fact to lay down that the payment of a particular sum as 
revenue or rent or the possession of property of a certain value shall 
qualify for a vote throughout India. Provinces like Bombay, the 
Punjab, the United Provinces and the Central Provinces, which have 
developed their land revenue administration through many 
generations, naturally base their franchise schemes on their revenue 
systems. These systems, too, differ widely from one another, and 
rents, for example, in northern India are, generally speaking, much 
higher than in the central and southern parts of the country. In 
Bengal and Bihar where owing to the permanent settlement of the 
land revenue, no similar revenue system is in force, a different basis 
for the franchise must be found. Madras, which has for many years 
devoted much attention to developing its system of local self-govern- 
ment, proposes to base its franchise for the legislatures on that in 
force for local bodies which includes landholding as well as local 
taxation qualifications. These are veiy briefly a few of the broad 
reasons which make variety in franchise schemes inevitable and the 
search for uniformity vain. 

82. While we have succeeded in every province except Bihar and 
Orissa in giving effect to the wi{fii of the Franchise Sub-Committee 
of the Round Table Conference, endorsed! iby the Prime Minister, that 
not less than 10 per cent, of the population should be immediately 
enfranchised, we have not built up the provincial schemes on any 
preconceived ideas as to the numbers to be attained. The great 
variation in the percentages of the population now enfranchised m 
the different provinces would make it very difficult to level up 
the whole country to a uniform percentage at the present time. 
Where, as in Bihar and and the Central Provinces, the 

existing electorate is only a little over one per cent, of the total 
population, an immediate increase to ten per cent, involves an 
eight Of nine-fold increase, whereas in pfovinces where the 
electorate is now between three and! four per cent, of the 
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electors and population will correspond, because many of the figures 
we give as to the efteet of property and educational qualification*, 
especially in the case of women, are estimates, or based on estimates. 
It will not be possible to arrive at a full appreciation of the effect 
of our schemes imtil they have been worked out in detail. We 
recommend therefore that as soon as the basis of the new franchise 
has been approved instructions should be issued for the preparation 
of an electoral roll on the qualifications finally accepted. J£ it is 
found that the ratio of the voters to the population is markedly 
discrepant in the ease of any community, it will be necessary to 
consider what action if any is required in order to rectify the dis- 
parity. This^ information should be made available as early as 
possible, in view of its importance at the next stage when the consti- 
tuencies will be delimited. 
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CHAPTEE YII.— THE PKOVINCIAL FRANCHISE SCHEMES. 

80. We now proceed to discuss the general basis of the franchise 
which we recommend for adoption. Its main element is a pro- 
perty qualification, though we propose to accept the recommendation 
of the_ Statutory Commission that a special qualification based on 
education, independent^ of property, should be added, and we also 
propose other qualifications for women and depressed classes which 
are discussed in the chapter relating to those subjects. 

General Considerations. 

81, In a country like India, franchi»se schemes based upon a pro- 
perty qualification must of necessity vary considerably in detail 
from province to province. The report of the Southborough Com- 
mittee which drew np the first franchise schemes in 1918-19 was 
criticised on the ground that it failed to a large extent to establish 
principles ; hut that Committee, like ourselves, were driven to the 
adoption of a property qualification, and having covered the same 
ground^ we agree with them that this is a matter in which uniformity 
over the whole country is neither possible nor desirable. It is not 
possible in fact to lay down that the payment o-f a particular sum as 
revenue or rent or the possession of property of a certain value shall 
qualify for a vote throughout India. Provinces like Bombay, the 
Punjab, the United Provinces and the Central Provinces, which have 
developed their land revenue admiuistration through many 
generations, naturally base their franchise schemes on their revenue 
systems. These systems, too, differ widely from one another, and 
rents, for example, in northern India are, generally speaking, much 
higher than in the central and southern parts of the country. In 
Bengal and Bihar where owing to the permanent settlement of the 
land revenue, no similar revenue system is in force, a different basis 
for the franchise must he found. Madras, which has for many years 
devoted much attention to developing its system of local self-govern- 
ment, proposes to base its franchise for legislatures on that in 
force for local bodies which includes landholding as well as local 
taxation qualifications. These are veiy briefly a few of the broad 
reasons which make ‘^ariety in franchise schemes inevitable and the 
search for uniformity vain. 

82. While we have succeeded in every province except Bihar and 
Orissa in giving effect to the wish of the Franchise Sub-Committee 
of the Round Table Conference, endorsed! by the Prime Minister, that 
not less than 10 per cent, of the population should be immediately 
enfranchised, we have not built up the provincial schemes on any 
preconceived ideas as to the numbers to be attained. The great 
variation in the percentages of the population now enfranchised m 
the different provinces would make it very difficult to level up 
the whole country to a uniform percentage at the present time. 
Where, as in Bihar and Osassa and the Central Provinces, the 
existing electorate is only a little over one per cent, of the total 
population, an immediate increase to ten per cent, involves an 
eight or nine-fold increase, whereas in provinces where the 
electorate is now between three and four per cent, of the 
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popiilation, an increase to 15 per cent, or over can be obtained witii- 
ont nndnly straining tbe administrative machine. It will be ap- 
parent from a detailed examination of onr proposals that what we 
have done is to fix the franchise qualification in each province 
low as we considered possible, having regard to all the circumstances 
of the case. We have then considered w^hat classes would fail to get 
representation or would obtain inadequate representation under the 
standard we adopted, and in the chapters on women, labour and 
the depressed classes we recommend special arrangements in order 
to secure for them representation on the electoral roll or in the 
legislatures v hieh they might fail to obtain if left to take their 
chance under our general franchise scheme. In our discussions with 
local Governments and local franchise committees and in the 
examination of witnesses on local problems, considerations of this 
kind have weighed with us much more than any desire to work up 
to a pre-dietermined percentage. 

Educational qualification. 

83. We propose, in addition to the property qualifications, which 
as we have indicated, must vary from province to province, to intro- 
duce an additional qualification based on education, independently of 
property ; and this educational qualification should, we consider, be 
uniform as far as possible throughout the country. The evidence 
which we have received shows that there are numerous educated men 
in every province, who are at present excluded from the franchise 
because they lack the prescribid property qualifications, and we think 
it is desirable that such persons should be admitted to the privilege 
of the franchise. A provision of this kind will be found particularly 
useful in the case of civil servants, schoolmasters and others in a 
similar position, and also of joint families of which at present only 
the head or managing member is entitled to the vote. After con- 
sideration of the various stages in the educatioi^pLal systems in force, 
we would grant the vote to all those who have successfully com- 
pleted the upper primary course, which involves four or five years 
attendance at a primary or elementary school. It connotes ability 
to read and write and knowledge of simple arithmetic, and the 
course usually includes also [a ceertain amount of instruction in 
elementary history and geography. We understand that relapse 
into ‘illiteracy after undergoing this course seldom if ever takes 
place. Certificates are now usually granted to boys who pass this 
test, and the production of such a certificate by a man who has 
attained the age of 21 years should entitle him to be put on the 
electoral roll. In the ease of those who left school some time ago, 
there may be difSculty in proving that they completed the upper 
primary course while at school, but the educational authorities should 
be instructed to give every assistance in such cases by an examination 
of the school registers where they are available ; and if there is a 
demand for it, a special examination might be instituted for the 
benefit of those who apply for the vote on the ground that they are 
educated up to the prescribed standard, though they are unable to 
produce documentary proof of the fact. We have mentioned the 
upper primary standard because it is the most general, but we 
understand that there are other standards of a correspond- 
ing character for Moslem boys in madrassas and maktals, for 
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the pupils of Sanskrit or vernacular paihshalas, etc., and for Silch 
boys in dkarmsalas where instruction is given by granthis and 
gyanies.. Local Govetaments should be empowered to treat the 
passing of a test in these institutions which they consider equivalent 
to the upper primary standard as qualifying for admission to the 
franchise. 

84. We recommend this educational qualification for men. In 
the ease of women, for the reasons discussed in Chapter VIII we 
recommend the qualification of simple literacy only. The advan- 
tages of our proposals in regard to these qualifications for men and 
women are twofold. In the first place, they provide an opportunity 
for politically minded persons to get on to the roll with very little 
trouble, and in the second place, as facilities for education expand, 
this qualification will lead to an automatic “expansion of the electoral 
roll. 

Wages and rent as a basis for the franchise. 

85. We propose in every province to continue the existing en- 
franchisement of all income tax payers We have taken a good deal 
of evidence regarding the suggestion of the Franchise Sub-Committee 
of the Round Table Conference that the term property ” should be 
understood as including the receipt of wages whether in cash or kind. 
There would, however, be great administrative difficulties in making 
the receipt of w^ages a basis for the franchise. In villages, where the 
employment of agricultural labour is not constant, and where the 
remuneration is sometimes paid in cash and sometimes in kind and 
sometimes by permission to cultivate land, it would be an impossible 
task to ascertain whether the wages earned by individuals in a year 
had reached the prescribed standard or not. The difficulties would 
be less serious in the case of large industrial concerns which keep 
regular books and attendance rolls, but would still be formidable in 
the case of smaller firms relying to a great extent on casual labour. 
As will be seen, we propose other means of providing for the repre- 
sentation of industrial labour, and the majority of us do not recom- 
mend the adoption of wages as one of the bases for the general 
franchise. We are prescribing rental qualifications in towns which 
should bring in a considerable, section of the labouring classes. 

Preparation of electoral roll. 

86. In regard to the application of the various qualifications 
which we propose for admission to the franchise, we think that the 
general principle should be that the authority charged with the pre- 
paration of the roll should suo motii enter on the roll all those who 
possess the necessary qualification, namely those who are shown 
in the revenue records to possess the necessary revenue or rental 
qualification or who are already entered in the taxation regis- 
ters of local boards or municipalities or union boards as possessing 
the prescribed assessment qualification, or have the upper 
primary qualification as recorded in authoritative educational 
records. Where the registering authority has no means of as- 
certaining whether a person has a qualification or not, it will he 
necessary for that person to apply for registration, and it wiU always 
be open to anyone who considers that he has heen^ improperly omit- 
ted from the roll to apply for registration before the roll is finally 
dosed and published. 
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88. Although in the country as a whole the enfranchisement we 
propose covers only a little over 27 per cent, of the adult popula- 
tion or 14 per cent, of the total population, we have in fact pro- 
vided for the representation in the legislatures of a very much 
larger percentage by spet^ial measures for women and labour. More- 
over, it will be seen that our scheme will give a direct vote to 43.4 
per cent, of the adult male population of the country, and in the 
larger provinces nearly half (in Bombay more than half) of the 
total male population vdll be enfranchised. The ratio of men to 
women enfranchised is nearly 4 to 1. 

Size of electorates. 

89. The total electorates which we have su^ested are in most 
cases considerably higher than those which local Governments had 
proposed and in some cases they a^e above the limits which they 
have considered to be administratively feasible. We have, how- 
ever, in every case considered with the utmost care the staff avail- 
able both for the preparation of the rolls and for the actual con- 
duct of the elections (including the police), and we have in no case 
recommended a total electorate exceeding a number which is not 
in our considered judgment administratively feasible. In estimat- 
ing the polling capacity of the different provinces, we have adopted 
the basic figure of 1,000 registered electors as the average TnaximTim 
pollable per polling station, — a figure at which we have arrived after 
full consideration of the factors in the problem which are set forth in 
Chapter 11. We have also taken into consideration the fact that 
it is certain that the number of voters who will actually poll will 
he greatly below the total strength of the registered electors. In 
the four general elections that have taken place in India since 1920, 
it is only in rare instances that more than half of the electorate 
have voted and the general average is below 40 per cent. In 
Ceylon, at the first general election held under the system of adult 
suffrage only 58 per cent, of the electorate in contested constitu- 
encies polled, while for the island as a whole, the proportion was 
only 45 per cent. We think it is relevant to take uncontested 
elections into account in this connection, since, if they are numerous, 
the capacity of the staff available to conduct contested elections is 
increased, and they can be completed in a shorter time than would 
be possible if all elections were contested. It may also be pointed 
out that the additional polling requirements entailed by an in- 
crease of the electorate may be met in two ways, either by an in- 
crease in the number of polling stations and of the polling staff, or 
by spreading the polling over a longer period. Inability to pro- 
vide additional presiding or polling ofBcers is not therefore an in- 
superable bar to some increase of the electorate, for the necessary 
polling arrangements can be made by employing the available staff 
on polling operations for a slightly longer period. Their ordinary 
woork will of course suffer by their absence on electoral duties, and it 
is desirable on this account, apart from other reasons, that elections 
should not be unduly prolonged. But if it is necessary to suspend 
non-urgent public business once every five years or so for the purposes 
of , a general election, it does not greatly matter whether the suspen- 
sion lasts for three days or for four. 
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90. Having regard to the fact that out of the total electorate of 

36 millions which we propose, 6-J millions will be women, who, at 
any rate during the earlier years, may not go to the polls in such 
numbers as the men have gojie hitherto, it may safely be assumed 
that at the outside not more than two-thirds of the greatly enlarged 
provincial electorate will poll at the first election. This would be 
well below 10 per cent, of the total population, a number which every 
province except Bengal and Bihar and Orissa has admitted to be 
administratively feasible. We have discussed the ease of these two 
provinces in further detail below. z 

At later elections the numbers will probably increase especial- 
ly if issues of a popular character come to the front but by that 
time the provincial Governments will have been able to perfect their 
electoral arrangements in the light of experience. 

91. All these considerations confirm us in the view that in our 
desire to establish electorates of a size which will make them really 
representative of the various classes of the population, we have not 
gone beyond the limits of administrative practicability. 

The ratio between rural and urban enfranchisement. 

92. The Southboirough Franchise Committee said that the quali- 
fications adopted by them would result in enfranchising a substan- 
tially higher proportion of the urban than of the rural population, 
a result which they believed to be justified by the higher standard of 
wealth and intelligence in the towns. We are not satisfied that this 
disparity is justifiable and we have done our best to remedy it, so 
far as practicable. Complete information as to the result of our 
efforts in this direction is not yet available, and for Beng^, Bihar 
and Orissa and Assam it is not possible at present to give even 
approximate figures. In the two latter provinces, however, the 
urban population is less than 5 per cent, of the total population and 
the matter is not of great importance. 


93. For the remaining provinces the result is shown in the follow- 
ing statement : — 


— 

Urban vote. 

Percentage 
of urban 
population. 

Rural vote. 

Percentage 
of rural 
population. 

Madras 

600,000 

9 

6,644,000 

16 

Bombay 

1,095,000 

22 

2,631,000 

, - 

15 

United Provinces 

740,000 

13*6 

6,760,000 

15 

Punjab 

295,000 

10 

2,505,000 

12 

Central Provinces 

269,000 

16 

1,681,000 

$ 

12 


94. As we have shovm, the figures are at present only approximate, 
and complete and accurate information will not be available until the 
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electoral rolls have been worked ont in some detail.^ But the table, 
as it stands, indicates that in Madras where theare is at present no 
marked disparity between the urban and the rural voting stren^h, 
a higher proportion of rural voters will be enfranchised 
than of urban voters. In that province the main quali- 
fication is based on the franchise qualification for local bodies, 
which tends to be higher in municipalities than in rural 
areas. In Bombay, on the other hand, the present disparity 
will continue, and we have not felt justified in asking^ the local 
Government to increase the vote in the rural constituencies to the 
level of the urban constituencies as this would produce an electorate 
much larger than they could reasonably be asked to handle. In the 
Central Provinces, where the urban vote is slightly higher than the 
rural, the matter is not of great importance, as the urban population 
is only a million and a half or less than 10 per cent, of the total 
population. In the two great provinces of Northern India the United 
Provinces and the Punjab, the ratios aire fairly even and indicate that 
in these two provinces a fair measure of equality will be reached 
between the voting strength of town and country constituencies. 

95. For the purpose of these compari^ns, we have taken as the 
urban population the areas classed as urban during the census ; that 
is, all municipalities, cantonments, and other towns with over 5,000 
inhabitants which, though they have not attained* self-government, 
stiU possess urban characteristics differentiating them from the larger 
class of purely agricultural villages. The actual influence which the 
urban vote may have on rural areas depends largely on the extent to 
which urban areas are included in rural constituencies, and it is not 
possible to indicate at this stage what the proportion of the purely 
urban vote in mixed constituencies will be. The figures as 
they stand indicate only the number of electors on the roll, and there- 
fore the number of voters per member which would be found in town 
and country constituencies respectively provided no corrective were 
applied. The question of the relative representation of town and 
coiintry in the legislatures will depend upon the maimer in 
which constituencies are delimited and at the delimitation stage one 
of the most important matters to be taken into consideration wiU be the 
desirability of making the representation of town and country in the 
legislatures proportionate to the population in each. The matter will 
also come up for consideration in mixed constituencies consisting 
partly of urban and partly of rural areas. In Bombay, for example, 
it would be advisable, other things being equal, to arrange constituen- 
cies so that urban areas will not have a preponderating influence in 
mixed constituencies ; while in Madrals, on the other hand, where the 
rural voting strength is the greater, it may be found desirable to give 
some weightage to urban areas in the distributito of seats. 

Evolution of the provincial schemes. 

96. We now proceed to discuss the schemes which we recom- 
mend for adoption in the different provinces. We may first describe 
briefly the maner in which the schemes came to be drawn up in their 
present form. On arrival in a province, or in some cases a few 
days earlier, we received the answiers submitted by the local Govern- 
ment and the provincial committee to our questionnaire, accompanied 
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by a inass of statistical material and the written statements of the 
witnesses who proposed to give evidence before ns. As a rule, we 
held a preliminary discussion with the provincial franchise com- 
mittee in order to obtain some knowledge of local conditions and, to 
clear up any points that were doubtful in the papers teubmitted to 
us. At the same time, we made a careful collation and examina- 
tion of these papers in order to obtain a complete understanding 
of the franchise schemes put forward, to ascertain what classes were 
covered by and what classes were excluded from them, and to consider 
what supplementary measures were necessary for the unenfranchised 
classes and for women, labour, the depressed classes, and special 
interests. In some cases we deputed a sub-committee of our members 
to meet a sub-committee of the provincial committee in order to 
discuss matters of detail, and at every place there w’-ere numerous 
informal discussions between individual members of our Committee 
and of the provincial committee. Our examination of the witnesses 
was designed largely to elucidate points with which they were 
specially competent to deal, though many witnesses had schema of 
their own covering the ground either partially or completely, which 
they desired to advocate. Having thus obtained a substantial know- 
ledge of local conditions arid, needs, we were in a position to discuss 
their schemes with the local Governments and the provincial fran- 
ehise committees and to indicate means of extending or supplement- 
ing them, which in our view required consideration. As a rule, on 
our departure, we left with the local committees and local Govern- 
ments a list of the points on which we desired further opinions or 
information, and in due course we received their replies to our ques- 
tions and their final proposals. In nearly aU cases the original 
schemes were considerably modified as the result of the discussians 
durh^ our visit, a more liberal measure of enfranchisement being 
provided. It is these final schemes which are described in the follow- 
ing sections. It would be impossible without making the report un- 
duly bulky, to set forth their evolution in detail or to acknowledge 
individual^ the assistance we received from many sources, both 
official and non-official, in working them out. The evidence of the 
numerous witnesses whom we examined was in most cases most helpful 
and useful. As a rule, the general tendency of the evidence was ifi 
favour of a wide expansion of the franchise, but most non*official 
witnesses were handicapped in drawing up their schemes owing to 
the absence of detailed information which is available only in official 
records. Wl^le therefore we examined all proposals with the utmost 
care, the application of precise stati'stical tests in many eases indi- 
cated the necessity for considerable revision before they could he 
used in practice. Without entering into further details, it must 
suffice to say that esieh scheme is the product of many minds, and 
we are grateful to all who collaborated in bringing them to their 
present form. 

97. In the case of each province we have in the first place given 
a brief statistical summary of the salient facts regarding its area^ 
population and present electorate. We have then described the 
schemes finally recommended for adoption by the local Government 
and the provincial franchise committee after discussion with us. 
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and W6 have in conclusion set forth our own recommendations. The 
problems relating to the franchise and representation of women, 
labour and the depressed classes are dealt with at length in separate 
<iiapters of our report, but a brief description of the proposals made 
relating to them* has been included in each provincial summary 
in order that a complete picture of the provincial schemes may 
be obtained. As we have indicated, these schemes provide for 
a much wider enfranchisement than could be effected by a bare 
property or educational qualiffcation and must be considered as a 
whole. In most cases we have raised the final figures above 
the local Government's scheme, mainly in order to provide adequate 
representation for women and for other miscellaneous reasons which 
are stated in the case of each province. But except in the case of 
Bengal, where the absence of detail in the proposals of the local Gov- 
ernment and the provincial committee has compelled us to put for- 
ward a scheme of our own for consideration, we have satisfied our- 
selves that our proposals do not go beyond what is administratively 
feasible 


♦See in particular paragraphs 215 and 315. 
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Statistics. 


Poptilation {1931). 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Total 



23,082,999 

23,667,108' 

46,740,107 

Muslim 



1,631,716 

1,674,221 

3,305,937 

Hindu 



20,380,257 

20,897,113 

41,277,370 

European 



6,417 

4,248 

10,666 

An^o-indian 



13,948 

14,721 

28,669 

Indian Christian 



857,230 

876,013 

1,733,243 

384,223 

Others.. 


.. 

193,431 

190,792 


Area. — 143,277 square miles. 


No. of districts, 26. 

Total Tirbaii population . . . . 6,346,519 

Total rural population . . . . 40,393,588 

Present electorate . . . . . . 1,470,000 

Percentage of total population at present 
■ enfrancised . . . . 3.1 

Percentage of rural and urban voters to rural and urban 
population (1926), 3.2 and 6.0, respectively. 

Existing qualifications. 

98. Tbe existing quaMeation in Madras is, for rtual areas, the 
holding of land possessing an annual rental value. of not less than 
Rs. 20, and for urban areas the ownership or occupation of property 
of the annual rental value of not less than Es. 120 in Madras City, 
or the payment of property or profession tax to the aggregate 
annual amount of Rs. 8 in Madras City or Rs. 3 dsewhere. On this 
basis, the franchise is restricted to substantial landholder and 
tenants. The electors form 3.1 per cent, of th'e total population, 
the proportion of male electors to the adult male population being 
11.2 per cent. 

Proposals of the Madras Government. 

99. It is propos^ by the Madras Government to introduce, 
subject to a few modificatioiK, the franchise provided by the recently 
ampded Madras District Municipalities and Local Boards Acts, 
which briefiy makes the occupation of any land or assessment to any 
tax, however small, a qualification for the vote. In Madras City 
the qualifying annual rental value will be reduced to Rs. 18. The 
followii^ in detail are the qualifications which it is proposed to 
introduce for general electorates ; — 

(1) assessment to income-tax ; or 

(2) paj^ent of tax under the Madras Motor Vehicles Taxa- 

tion Act for the whole ofScdal year immediately before 
the electoral roll is prepared or revised ; or 
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(3) being a registered landholder, inamdar, rjyotwari patta- 

dar, or occupancy ryot under the Madras Estates Land 
Act ; or 

(4) assessment to ground-rent payable to Government ; or 

(5) payment of property tax for the two half-years imme- 

diately prior to the preparation or revision of the 
roll under the Madras City Municipality Act or the 
Madras District Municipalities Act or the Madras 
Local Boards Act ; or 

(6) payment of prof ession . tax for the two half-years imme- 

diately prior to the preparation or revision of the roll 
undepr the Madras City Municipality Act or the Madras 
District Municipalities Act ; or 

(7) being during the whole of the previous fa$U a kanamdar 

or kuzhikanamdar or the holder of a kudiyiruppu or 
a verampatamdar having fixity or tenure, each of these 
terms bearing the meaning defined in the Malabar 
Tenancy Act, 1929 ; or 

(8) being for the whole of the fasU immediately preceding 

the preparation or revision of the electoral roll a 
mortgagee with possession, lessee or tenant of im- 
movable property (other than a house property) of 
an annual value of Rs. 100 in Madras City or a muni- 
cipality anA Rs, 50 elsewhere in the Presidency ; or 

(9) being a guardian of a minor possessing one of the above 

property qualifications ; or 

(10) occupying during the whole of the previous year as sole 

tenant house property on which property tax or house 
tax has been duly paid for the year ; or 

(11) being a retired or pensioned officer, non-commissioned 

officer or soldier of His Majesty’s armed forces ; or 

(12) being able to read and write in any language ; or 

(13) being a registered joint landholder, inamdar, pattadar,. 

or occupancy ryot entitled to an additional vote on an 
application signed by a majority of the registered joint- 
holders, votes being allowed to joint holders on the- 
following scale ; — 

for landholders and holders of whole inam villages 
of Rs. 1,000 and above annual rental — one vote 
for every complete Rs. 500 of annual rental, and 
for joint holders of minor inams, ryotwari pattas 
and estate pattas of Rs. 100 and over — one vote 
for every complete Rs. 50 of assessment, rent or 
kist. 

The additional votes will be given only to persons 
included among the registered joint holders, and 
the registration should have been made not later 
than the fasU previous to the one in which the 
rolls are under preparation or revision. 
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100. The local Government propose that those qualified, under 
items 7 to 13 above ^ould be entered on the list only on application 
to the officer preparing the electoral roll. 

101. It is anticipated that the total number of persons enfran- 
chised under the local Government’s scheme will be 6,494,000 or 
13.7 per cent, of the total population. This number includes about 
968,000 women and about 366,000 persons belonging to the depres- 
sed classes. It is proposed to provide two seats for the representa- 
tives of organised labour and nine seats for Indian Christians. It 
is estimated that the total number of male voters will be 5,600,000 
out of an adult male population .of 11,932,000. The local Govern- 
ment calculates that of the balance over four millions will be mem- 
bers of families or households the head of which will have a vote, 
while over a million belong to the depressed classes for the repre- 
sentation of which separate provision is proposed. The totally un- 
represented adult males will, therefore, number less than one million 
and will consist mainly of landless labourers in town and country 
and beggars and of cultivators with minute temporary holdings and 
fluctnatii^ tendencies for whom it would be difficult to secure direct 
representation under any ^nstem short of adult suffr^e. 

102. It may be added that the Madras Government’s scheme wiU 
correct the existing disparity between the urban and the rural areas. 
The population of the urban areas, includii^ Madras City, is just 
under 8 per cent, of the whole. The urban electors are at present 
13.6 per cent, of the total electorate and under the new franchise 
will be about 9 per cent. 


Proposals of the Madras Provincial Conunittee. 

103. The Madras provincial committee agree with the local Gov- 
ernment in suggesting the adoption of the municipal and district 
board franchise as the basis of the franchise for elections to the 
l^islative council. The proposals of the committee closely 
correspond with those of the Government and produce a corres- 
pondingly representative electorate. 


104. The committee add to their proposals a rider that, if pos- 
sible the Municipal and Local Boards Acts should be so amended as to 
reduce the possibility of manipulation of vehicle and taxes 

for vote-creating purposes, or that alternatively the election rules 
^ould be so framed as to. give the registration officer power to refuse 
r^pstration where it is proved that there has been such manipula- 
tMm. They recognise the possibility of such manipulation in laige 
const^encies but think that it can be exaggerated. They point 
out ttat m the maximum scales laid down for municipal taxation 
the lowest prof^ion^ M. 8 per half year, is the same as the 
lowest anu^I tax, while the lowest vehicle tax, namely, that of a 
bicycle, is Es. 2 per half year. The minimum ineome on which 
profession tax can be levied is Ee. 15Q in the half year. 

neither munieipal nor rural areas should licence fees such 
^ earryi^ on dangerous and ohjeetionable trades, market 
stalls, temporary stalls, sun-shades, and the like confer the franehSS 
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It is understood that these considerations have been taken into account 
by the local Government in framing their proposals. 

Our proposals. 

106. The Madras Government’s scheme has been worked out with 
great care and completeness, and we are prepared to accept it 
substantially as it stands, subject to three modifications. We are 
reluctant to curtail the local Government’s plan in any respect, 
but we think it desirable to make the educational qualification for 
men uniform in all provinces. We therefore propose to substitute 
in the ease of men for the local Government’s condition (12), 

being able to read and write in any language ”, the possession 
of a certificate that a man has passed the upper primary examina- 
tion or other examination which is accepted by the local Govern- 
ment as being of a similar character. We estimate roughly that 
this alteration will involve a reduction of 200,000 in the number of 
adult males under the local Government’s scheme. 

107. We add 344,000 in order to bring the number of the depres- 
sed classes on the roll up to 10 per cent, of their population in 
accordance with the proposals made in Chapter X. 

108. The scheme of the local Government makes provision for 
718,000 women on the property qualification, but if that 
qualification stands alone, and if the wives of those who have 
the property qualification xorescxubed for the existing council are not 
admitted to the franchise, as we have suggested should be done 
in the ease of other provinces (see paragraph 215), the result will 
be that the ‘latio of enfranchised women to enfranchised men will be 
lower in ^Madras than in any other province. We have no doubt 
that public opinion in Madras, which has always taken a notable lead 
in the woman’s movement, would '»'egard this result with considerable 
dissatisfaction, and we suggest that in Madras, as elsewhere, the 
wives of men possessing the property qualifications prescribed for 
the existing council should be added to those qualified by literacy or 
on the local taxation or propeitj- basis. 

109. As far as we can estimate, the effect of our modification of 
the local Government’s scheme will be to produce in Madras an 
electorate made up approximately as follows : — 



Men. 

Women. 

Total. 

Number enfranchised on the local self- 

5,400,000 

968,000 

6,368,000 

government^ basis. 




Wives of men possessing the property 
qualification prescribed for the pre- 

• • 

700,000 

700,000 

sent council. 




Additional depressed classes 

344,000 

•• 

mfioo* 

Total 

6,744,000 

1,668,000 

7,412,000 


or in round figures a total of seven and a half million voters Or 16 
per cent, of the total population, of whom one and a half million 
or 20 per cent., would be women. 


*It is not practicable at present to estimate how many of these wSl 
be women. 
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n.— BOMBAY. 
Statistics. 



Bombay (excluding Smd and 
Adai). 

Sind. 

Grand 

Total. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. ! 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 


9,322,604 

8,669,449 

17.992,053 

2,180,054 

1,706,116 

3,887,070 

21,879,123 


857,712 

726,547 

1,683,259 

1,589,735 

1,241,065 

2,830,800 

4,414,059 

jEKndn 

8,041,155 

7,561,777 


566,617 

448,708 

1,016,225 

16,618,167 

European 

11,226 

6,316 

16,542 

4,383 

1,910 

6,293 

22,836 

Anglo-Indian 

7,379 

6,797 

14,176 

1,164 

776 

1,930 

16406 

Indian Chilean 

145,493 

121,967 

1 267,460 

3,822 

2,805 

: 6,627 

274087 

Others 

269,639 

248,045 

1 

507,684 

15,343 

10,852 

26,196 

633,879 


Area — 123,599 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — 28. 

Total urban population — 4,901,885. 

Total rural population — 16,977,238. 

Present electorate — 888,801. 

Percentage of total population at present enfranchised — 4.1. 

(2.2 per cent, rural, 10 per cent, urban.) 

Ezisting qualiflcatioiis. 

110. The existing property qualification in Bombay, which en- 
franchises about 4.1 per cent, of the population, is the holding of 
land assessed at Rs. 32 land revenue (in certain areas Rs. 16) or the 
occupation of a house or building of the animal rental of Rs. 120 
in Bombay City, of Rs. 60 in Karachi and Rs. 36 in other urban 
areas. 


Proposals of the Bombay Ckivenunent. 

111. The local Government propose to reduce the land revenue 
qualification from Rs. 32 to Rs. 8 (in certain areas from Rs. 16 to 
]^. 4) and to halve the existing urban property qualification. Provi- 
sion will be made for the enfranchisement of the haris or tenants in 
Sind, who are at present not entitled to vote except in those Oases 
where their tenancies are of 'a permanent character. It is also 
proposed that in the case of women, the land revenue qualification 
should be reduced to Rs. 4. 

112. It is anticipated that in this manner the total electorate will 
be incre^ed to about 2,888,948 or 13.25 per cent, of the total popn- 
lataon. The urban electorate will be about 20 per cent, of the 
urban populataon and the rural electorate 7.9 per cent, of the rural 
population. It is estimated that of the total electorate about 150,000 
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mil be women, and 2,730,000 men. The following is a detailed 
analysis of the local Government’s proposals ; — 


— 

Muslims. 

Depressed 

classes. 

Other 

Non- 

Muslims. 

Tdtal. 

Percentage 

of 

population. 

1. Land revenue qualifica- 
tion of Es. 8. 

169,220 
(6 *10 per 
cent.). 


1,139,754 


7*94 

^.Halving of house-rent qua- 
lification in urban areas. 

138,829 
(12*63 
per cent.). 


495,654 


18*55 

Total of 1 and 2 

308,049 
(6- 97 per 
cent.). 

62,464 
(3 *66 per 
cent.). 

1,63^,408 
(10*45 per 
cent.). 

2,243,682 

no-29 

3. No. of women wbo would 




117,321 

1*27 

be enfranchised if land re- 
venue assessment qualifica- 
tion is reduced to Es. 4. 





4. JETamin Sind . . 

•• 

•• 


^,000 

•* 

3. Income-tax assessees 

• • 

.. 

•• 

117,798 

•• 

C. Military service qualifica- 



, , 

10,147 

, , 

tion. 






Total 

•• 

•• 


2,888,948 

13*25 


The number of depressed class voters would be approximately 
€5,000. 

A number of the individuals to be enfranchised under the 
income-tax qualification may be qualified under other heads. 

As figures of voters under heals 1 and 2 are not available 
and so have not been included in the above, for Bombay City and Lar- 
kana, it seems probable that the total of 2,888,948 to be enfranchised 
may prove an underestimate. 

Proposals of the Bombay Provincial Committee. 

113. The scheme suggested by the Bombay provincial committee 
would produce a total electorate of some 2,926,116 or 13.4 per cent, 
of the total population. 

114. The most notable difference between the proposals of the 
committee and the proposals of the local Government are the 
following : — 

(u) The committee would enfranchise women on the basis of 
literacy (producing 163,160), the Government by the 
reduction of the land revenue qualification to Rs. 4 
(producing 150,000)- 


*■ The statistics in the above table are tak^ from the local Govdhun^t^s letter. 

i>2 
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(6) The committee woTild enfranchise approximately 300,000 
of the depressed classes by applying a system of house- 
hold franchise to the depressed classes only. 

115. The details of the committee’s scheme are as follows : — 


— 

Presidency 

proper. 

Smd. 

Total 

1. Bs. 8 land revenue qualification 

1,087,723 

115,875 

1,203,598 

2. Halving of house rent qualification 

691,970 

107,388 

799,358 

3. Haris in Sind 

. . 

400,000 

400,000 

4. Military qualification 

9,000 

1,000 

10,000 

5. Women literates (1931 census) 

144,255 

18,905 

163,160 

6. Depressed classes 

♦283,000 

♦17,000 

*300,000 

7. Income-tax assessees 

45,000 1 

5,000 

t50,000 

Total 

2,260,948 ; 

665,168 

2,926,116 


Percentage of voters to total population (including Sind) .. 13*4 


Percentage of voters in the Presidency proper . . . . 12*6 

Percentage of voters in Sind .. .. .. .. 17-1 

116. The local Government and the committee are emphatic that 
their proposals produce a reasonably representative electorate ; that 
a further reduction to Es. 4 in the land revenue assessment would 
not bring in any new class o£ the population, and that an electo- 
rate of approximately the size suggested (13.25 per cent.) is defi- 
nitely the maximum administratively manageable. 

117, The unenfranchised adult males number nearly four mil- 
lions but of these about a million belong to the depressed classes for 
whoni special representation is proposed ; allowance for the members 
of joint families would account for a large number, and the residue 
of about a million entiiely unenfranchised and unrepresented males 
would consist of small landholders and those agricultural and other 
labourers who possess only small holdings or no holdings at all. 


Our proposals. 

118. Our first objection lo the Bomba}" Government's scheme is 
that it does little to correct the existing disproportion between tli’e 
urban and rural electorates. We asked the local Government to con- 
sider the reduction of the land revenue qualification from Rs. 8 to 
Rs. 4 in the ease of men, but they reported that the result would 


♦This rough estimate is derived from the 
allowing a rough average of 6 persons per house. 


class popidation by 


tlhe S'Ctual n^her of income-tax payers is about 118,000 (local Govern- 
ment 8 figure 117,798). The figure given allows for the probability that most of 
them will be qualified under other heads. .. 
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be to increase the total electorate to nearly’' 4 million or 18 per cent, 
of the population, which they consider to be administratively un- 
manageable. We have considered also an alternative suggestion to 
reduce the land revenue qualification to Es. 6, but even this would 
add 400,000 revenue payers to the electoral roll, and having regard 
to the additions we feel bound to make in re*peet of women and men 
with the literacy qualification, the total electorate would again 
become unmanageable. We are compelled therefore to accept the 
local Government’s proposal regarding the land revenue qualification. 

119. In the second place, we regard as unsuitable the local Gov- 
ernment’s proposal to reduce the land revenue qualification from 
Es. 8 to Es. 4 in the case of women and it would in fact add only 
150,000 women to the electoral roll. We should prefer to follow 
the same course as in o+her provinces, and add to the roll the wives 
of men possessing the property qualifications prescribed for the 
present eouncii and women who are literate. Allowing for some over- 
lapping between the two classes of women, these two qualifications 
should produce an electoral rcli oi about 750,000 women. 

120. In any ease, we v^ould introduce the literacy qualification of 
the upper primary standard for men in Bombay as for other provinces. 
This provision will lead to an automatic expansion of the electoral xoli, 
which will in turn tend to correct some of the deficiencies of the 
Bombay scheme as it stands. 

121 We also add 105,000 persons to the roll in order to bring the 
depressed classes up to 10 per cent, in accordance with the proposals 
in Chapter X. 

122. The total electorate for the Bombay Presidency under our 
proposals would be composed approximately as follow^s : — 


Land revenue qualification . . . . 1,348,373 

House rent qualification in towns . . 895,309 

Saris in Sind . . . . . . 400,000 

Income tax assessees . . . . . . 117,798 

Military service qualification . . . . 10,147 

Additional depressed classes - . • . 105,000 

Upper Primary Education Standard, say . . 100,000 

Women . . . . . . . . 750,000 


3,726,627 


123. Women would thus form 20 per cent, of the total electorate. 

124. The electorate we propose is considerably larger than that 
proposed by the local Government, but in view of th.e large^ pro- 
portion of the urban element, we think it should be administra- 
tively possible to poll it. Excluding Sind, the percentage of voters 
to total- population is only 13, 



54 


CHAPTER Vn. 


m.— BENGAL. 


Statistics. 


Population (1931). 

Male. 

Pemale. 

Total. 

Total 

Muslim 

Hindu 

Europeans 

Anglo-Indians 

Indian Christians . . 

Others 

26,041>698 

14,200,142 

11,299,914 

13,110 

14,182 

67,184 

447,166 

24,072,304 
13,297,482 
10,270,493 
7,785 
13,391 
62,528 i 
420,625 

50,114,002 

27,497,624 

21,570,407 

20,895 

27,573 

129,712 

867,791 


^ea— 77,521 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — 28. 

Total urban population — ^3,684,330. 

Total rural population— 46,429,672. 

Present electorate — 1,331,803. 

Percentage of total population at present enfranchised— 2.6. 

(Urban 5 ; rural 2.3.) 

Present qualifications. 

125. The present qualifications based on payment of cess and 
chauiddari and municipal tax produce an electorate of 1,331,803 
or 2.6 per cent, of the total population. 

Proposals of the Bengal Government. 

126. The local Goyernment favour an increase of this electorate 
to 7^ per cent, of the population. They say that if the Franchise 
Committee would agree to limit the franchise to 7-| per cent, it 
would be both desirable and possible to continue the existing system 
of direct elections. But they add that if the Committee insist 
on enfranchising more than 7| per cent, of the population, then 
recourse to an indirect system would be inevitable, because it would 
be physically impossible or too expensive for candidates to try to 
get in touch with such huge electorates. They consider that it 
will be possible to make arrangements for polling an electorate of 
5,625,000 or 11.2 per cent, of population, on the presumption that 
not more than 80 per cent, of the voters on the roll would poll. 
They remark that franchise qualifications based on payment of 
union rates or chaukidari taxes in mufassal areas and of municipal 
rates in municipal areas can be used to enfranchise either (a) 10* 
per cent, of the population or (J) 11.2 per cent. — ^the latter being 
the figure which they regard as the maximum administratively 
manageable. But their views are not very definite and they add,. 
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the total number of rate payers in rural areas is at least 14.4 
per cent, of population, in urban areas excluding Calcutta 16.74 
per cent, of the population and in rural and urban areas excluding 
Calcutta and Darjeeling 14.52 per cent, of the population. By 
Yarying the amount payable for a legislative qualification the per- 
centage can be adjusted as required 

12f7. An electorate of 11.2 per cent, would enfranchise approxi- 
mately 393,750 women (.7 of the total population). No satisfactory 
statistics are available of the number of depressed classes who would 
come on the electoral roll. The local Government are prepared to 
consider special labour representation for certain industrial areas 
through the group system. 

Proposals of the Bengal provincial committee. 

128. The provincial committee by a majority favour the exten- 
sion of the direct vote as far as is administratively possible and make 
on compromise the following unanimous recommendation : — 

The direct vote should be conferred on all persons who pay 
As. 12 local tax or rate or over. But if it is decided by the Indian 
Franchise Committee that the number thus enfranchised is inade- 
quate, then and in these circumstances only the committee consider 
that an indirect system of group voting should be resorted to.’^ 
[The effect of acceptance of the rate of tax in question would 
be to enfranchise 10 per cent, of the total population.] 

129. The committee are divided as to the nature of the indirect 
system to be adopted in the event of a further extension of the 
electorate being thought desirable. Eight against six favour 
the universal indirect ^stem and ten against three are opposed to 
the combined direct and indirect system. 

130. The approximate percentage of women who would be en- 
franchised under the committee’s proposal is .63 of the total popu- 
lation, say 315,000. * 

131. No estimate is possible of the extent to which the depressed 
classes will be enfranchised under the committee’s scheme. 

132. The committee are unanimously of opinion that if 10 per 
cent, of the population are directly enfranchised on the basis shown 
above, women anddabour will fail to secure direct repr^entation, 
and the majority (8 to 2) think the same is true of the depressed 
classes. 

133. It has not been possible to obtain any very clear indica- 
tion from Bengal of the categories of the population* who would be 
left without representation under the above schemes. The 
Government of Bengal remark that they would, in general, be the 
poorest classes. In addition, it seems clear that the percentage of 
women who would be enfranchised is disproportionately small ; 
the position in regard to the depressed classes is obscure ; and while 
industrial labour in Bengal appear to number over a million workers, 
the local Government have no very positive proposals for dealing with 
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thpin beyond an offer to consider the possibilities of the group sys- 
tem. 

134. The situation would clearly be further aggravated were the 
Bengal Government’s figure of 7.5 per cent, to be accepted in pre- 
ference to the 11.2 per cent, which they regard as the maximum 
administratively manageable. 


Our proposals. 


135. During our visit to Bengal, the local Government were 
much preoccupied, and we have been unable to obtain from them the 
same measure of assistance that has been afforded by most other 
administrations. The Bengal provincial committee were originally 
for the most part in favour of universal adnlt suffrage by the indirect 
method, — an expedient which we have found ourselves unable to 
accept for the reasons given in Chapter III of our report. We 
are convinced that the committee, like the other advocates of this 
scheme, underestimated the discontent ivhich would be caused 
by the withdrawal of the direct franchise from those who at 
pre^'ent enjoy it. N“or are we eonvineed o? th^ necessity in Bengal 
of supplementing the direct sj'siem of voting by un indirect sj^stem, 
which is apparently what the local Govemmenl: contemplate in the 
event of the franchise being extended to* more than 7|- per cent of 
the population. We have set forth the general objections to this 
scheme in Chapter IV of our report, and the reasons given by 
the Bengal Government do not seem to us to outweigh those objec- 
tions or to justify the adoption of this scheme in Bengal. The local 
Government themselves admit that it would be possible to make 


arrangements for polling an electorate of 5.625,000 or 11.2 per cent, 
of the population on the presumption that net more than 80 per 
cent, of the voters on the roll would poll. On past experience it seems 
likely that during the first few years of the new constitution not more 
than two- thirds of the electors on the roll wTiiId go to the poll, and on 
this ground alone the local Government’s estimate of the maximum 
electorate administratively manageable could be coiisiderabiv raised. 
They have also informed us that 3,000 persons would be available 
who would be suitable to act as presiding officers, and even on the 
assiOTption which they have made that each presiding officer could 
deal with offiy 750 voters per day, an electorate of over 9,000,000 
eoT^d be polled in four days without difficulty. As a matter of fact, 
If Bengal adopt the simplified system of pollinsr which we recommend 
favour in other pro\dnces, we have little doubt 
that the average number of registered electors to be dealt with at each 
polling station could be raised to 1,000. We do not therefore consider 

grounds to restrict enfranchise- 
ment to 7t per cent, of the population, nor can we accept the local 

S'S"? “ electorate 

^ ™< 3 irect system would be inevitable 

SSti In Pijysieally impossible or too expensive for ean- 

DosakTrot7 ^ Councils IS an essential consequence of our pro- 
leneral ruWP^S*^® electorate, and, assuming the retention as a 
S lule 0. single member constituencies, there is no reason to 
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suppose that they will^ with an increased electorate, be larger or more 
unwieldy than they are at present. For all these reasons, we are 
nnable to accept a restriction of the direct electorate to 7i per cent, 
in Bengal. 

136. We arc however placed in a position of some diiSculty by 
the fact that the local Government have furnished us with no scheme 
even for the restricted franchise which they propose. We gather 
from their reports that the total number of ratepayers in rural and 
urban areas excluding Calcutta and Darjeeling is per cent, of 
the total population or over 7,000,000 persons. No information 
is fdven as to the number of thes'^ who would be women but adopting 
the provisions for women’s suffrage vhieh we propo'^e in other pro- 
vinces, the wives of men possessing the property qualifications 
prescribed for the present eounei'^ would numbei’ rcine SCO 000, 
and the 1931 Census retuims show that there are 377,390 literate 
adult women in Beugah Prowsion wo ild also be necessary for 
Calcutta and Darjeeling regarding which no proposals have been 
made and no information vouchsafed by the local Govemment. 
A franchise covering the existing ralepayei’s to local bodies with 
provision for about a nifilion women, would therefore produce an 
electorate imrabering considerably over 8 millions or more than 16 
per cent, of the population. We therefore recommend that the 
Bengal Government should now proceed with the help of the in- 
formation available in our report and in the reports of other local 
Governments, to draw up a detailed franchise scheme for the pro- 
vince, based on the payment of rates and taxes to local bodies with 
the addition of the upper primary educational qualification for men, 
and with the provisions for women’s suffrage which we have pro- 
posed for other provinces. An addition must also be made if 
necessary in order to bring the depressed class total up to 10 per 
cent, of their population in accordance with the proposals made in 
Chapter X. It seems probable however that in parts of Bengal 
the depressed classes will form a considerable i^roportion of the 
electorate created by Ihe ordinary qualifications. 

It has been represented that the adoption of the literacy quali- 
fication in Bengal may result in bringing on to the electoral roll an 
unduly large proportion of women, particularly in non-Muhammadan 
constituencies. We think it is unlikely that all the women possessing 
the census literacy qualification will apply for admission to the roll, 
at any rate during the early years of the new constitution, bul^the 
matter should receive the considei-ation of the local Government. 

137. The local Government informed us during our visit to 
Calcutta that it was their intention that urban areas should be 
grouped into constituencies and kept separate from the rural areas 
which should have their own constituencies. We have received no 
further details of this scheme, but we have no doubt that in working 
it out geographical and other considerations will receive due weight. 
It seems possible that in some parts of the province, urban con- 
stituencies of this kind could only be formed by uniting a number 
of scattered towns having no real community of interest, particularly 
if communal electorates are maintained. This matter should form 
the subject of consideration at a later stage of the investigation. 



58 


CHAPTER TO. 


IV.— THE UNITED PEOVINOES. 


Statistics. 


PopulatioD (1931), 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Total 

.. 


25,446,006 

22,963,767 

48,408,763 

Muslim 

. . 


3,780,463 

3,401,474 

7,181,927 

Hindu 

. . 


21,488,425 

19,417,161 

40,906.586 

Haropeans 


. . • . 

16,861 

6,182 

22,043 




5,864 

6,399 

11,263 

Indian Gimstians . . 


88,201 

82,015 

170,216 

Others 

•• 

• • • « 

65,202 

52,526 

117,728 


Area — ^106,248 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — 48. 

Total urban population — 5,424,621. 

Total rural population — 42,984,142. 

Present electorate — ^1,646,290. 

Percentage of total population at present enfranchised — 3.4. 

(Urban 10 per cent. ; rural 3.6 per cent.) 

Local Crovemment’s propos^. 

188. The basic qualification of the existing franchise in rural 
areas is land revenue assessment of Rs. 15 and a rental payment of 
Es. 50. It is proposed to reduce the land revenue qualification to 
Rs. 5 and the rental qualification to Rs. 10. It is further proposed to 
reduce the rental qualification in urban areas, which is at present 
Rs.^36 per annum, to Rs. 24. 

139. The effect of these reductions would be to increase the rural 
electorate from 3.6 per cent, to approximately 13.5 per cent, (a 
figure which would be substantially increased if it is decided to en- 
franchise women on the present voting qualifications of their 
husbands) and the urban electorate from an existing 10 per cent, 
to 15 per cent, (or if women are included, approximately 23 per 
cent.). The total electorate contemplated by the local Government 
is apparently between 13.9 per cent, and 15,6 per cent, of the total 
population, its size depending on whether or not it is decided to 
enfranchise the wives of men possessing the property qualifications 
pr^eribed for the present council. 
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140. The franchise proposed will give the vote to 414,000 women 
in rural constituencies on their own qualifications. In addition, it 
would be possible to enfranchise 128,000 women by introducing a 
literacy qualification or alternatively to enfranchise approximately an 
additional 1,000,000 in rural constituencies if the wives were en- 
franchised of those men who are entitled to vote under the present 
Council qualifications. Finally the local Government are prepared to- 
reserve five seats in the provincial council for women. 

141. The number of the depressed classes enfranchised in their 
own right would be 644,000 or 1.5 per cent, of the population in rural 
areas. 

142. The number of factory employees enfranchised may be taken 
^ about 50,000. In addition the Government would create one 
industrial constituency for the Cawnpore area and would reserve one 
seat for trade unions, subject to certain qualifications. 

143. The number of enfranchised tenants-in-chief (520,000 sub- 
tenants in rural constituencies have rights as tenants-in-chief) 
will be 11.3 per cent, of the total population in rural constituencies 
or 4,968,000. The reduction of liie revenue qualification to Es. 5 
will enfranchise as landholders a further proportion of 2.2 per cent, 
or another 1,000,000. Tenants-in-chief (including the 520,000 who 
are also sub-tenants) and landholders will thus between them number 
6,200,000 or 12.8 per cent, of the total population. 

144. The unenfranchised residuum of adults will number 17| 
millions or 36 per cent, of the total population in rural consti- 
tuencies. It will be composed of landless labourers, village artisans 
and dependants. Landless labourers number 8 per cent, (or just 
under 4,000,000) of the total population in rural constituencies. The 
local Government remark that they include the adult relatives of 
aU tenants and landholders in joint families and holdings, most of . 
the backward and depressed classes and village artisans. They will 
be suflSciently represented by the tenant vote and by the special 
arrangements that are proposed for giving the depressed classes a 
certain number of seats in the legislative council 

Views of the provincial committee. 

145. The committee consider that 7,000,000 is approximately the 
maaimum electorate which is administratively manageable oh the 
basis of a ohe day poll for Hindus and one day for Muslims. They 
are opposed to any longer period. They recommend an electorate of 
7,200,000 based on the following qualifications : — 

(a) Bent of Rs. 10 and above. 

(b) Land revenue of Rs. 5 and above. 

(c) Enfranchisement of wives of those electors qualified as 

voters for the provincial l^islative council under the 
present property qualification. 

(d) Members of joint families who hold the TniniTmiTti quali- 

fications provided their names are recorded in the 
village papers. 
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The resultant electorate is diyided as follows : — 

Eural constituencies : 6,200,000 (of whom 500,000 are 

Muslims). 

Certain urban constituencies (adult suffrage) : 1,000,000 
(of whom 380,000 are Muslims). 

146. As the percentage of Muslim and non-Muslim voters satis- 
factorily reflects the proportion of Muslims and non-Muslims to the 
total rural population, there is no need to prescribe different quali- 
fications for them. 

147. The above scheme would apparently enfranchise at least 
1,878,000 women. The committee would reserve 5 seats for women 
in the legislature apart from any they might win in open contest. 

148. No estimate is possible of its effects on the depressed classes 
whom, however, applying the criterion of untouchability, the 
majority of the committee estimate at some 581,000 only. 

149. For labour the committee tvould enfranchise the existing 
factory workers, subject to their being 21, drawing not less than 
Es. 10 per mensem and having been in regular employ for the pre- 
ceding six months. Thi*;! would produce 50,000 voters. In addition 
two labour constituencies, one for operatives living at Cawnpore, 
and one for registered and representative trade unions would be 
created. 

150. The unenfranchised residuum will consist chiefly of the 
following classes : — 

(a) payers of rent and revenue below the prescribed mini- 
mum ; 

(h) sub-tenants who are not benants-in-chief ; 

(e) village artisans and shopkeepers ; 

(d) landless labourers ; 

(e) dependants. 

151. The committee however are of opinion that “ while it 
would have been desirable to extend the franchise still further had 
the polling machinery so permitted, there is no class of people whose 
interest will be completely neglected in our scheme. The main 
interests of the rural areas are those connected with the landlord and 
the tenant ; and their qualifications have been so much lowered as 
to include a substantial section of persons on the lowest rung of the 
ladder 

152. We have ascertained from the Government of the United 
Provinces that the electorate finally recommended by them amounts 
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to 7,642,000, or rather over 15.7 per cent, of the population. It is 
composed as follows : — 

Eural Electorate . . . - - - 6,000,000 

(including 506,000 Muslims, 644,000 De- 
pressed Classes, or about 10 per cent, of 
their estimated total population and 

414,000 women enfranchised in right of 
property). 

Wives of men possessing the property quali- 
fications prescribed for the existing council 1,000,000 

Vrbcm .. .. .. .. 397,000 

(existing electorate 150,000. Reduction of 
rental qualification in existing urban 
constituencies 60,000 ,* and in urban 
areas now included ^ in the rural vote 
87,000. Wives of existing Council 
voters 100,000). 

IMerate women . . . . . 128,000 

Factory Electorate . . . . 50,000 


7,575,000 


The total women’s vote on this basis would be 1,642,000. 

153. The local Govermnent indicate that allowance must be made 
Eor much overlapping in the women’s qualifications, and add that they 
believe that of ^he total female electorate proposed at least 80 per cent, 
will not attempt to go to the polls (the percentage at the Council 
elections hitherto held have been 3, 10 and 2). They therefore 
consider that the real electorate on the above basis will not exceed 

6,500,000 and will be manageable. 

Our proposals. 

154. The local Government’s proposals are the result of much con- 
sideration and discussion with us during two visits to Lucknow. The 
figures are based on detailed enquiries in 1,800 typical villages 
situated in all parts of the province and it is claimed that they 
represent with a fair degree of accuracy the conditions of the whole. 
•As elsewhere, we would add the upper primary educational quali- 
fication for the men, but in view of the probable overlapping of 
the figures relating to women, it Is not necessary to increase the 
total on this account. The local Government’s scheme makes ade- 
quate provision for the depressed classes and we are prepared to 
accept it as it stands. 
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V.— THE PUNJAB. 
Statistics. 


Population (1931). 

Male. 

Female, 

Total. 

Total 


12,880,510 

10,700,342 

23,580,862 

Muslim .. 

•• 

7,241,612 

6,090,848 

13,332,460 

Hindu 

*• 

3,465,534 

2,863,054 

6,328,588 

Sikb 


1,703,584 

1,360,560 

3,064,144 

Europeaaas 

•• 

14,358 

4,748 

19,106 

Angfo-Indians 

• • 

1,825 

1,170 

2,995 

Indian Oiristians . . 

.. 

213,607 

178,537 

392,144 

OtheiB 

•* 

239,990 

201,425 

441,415 


Aiea — 99,200 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — 29. 

Total urban population — 3,067,464. 

Total rural population — ^20,513,388. 

Preaentf deotorate — ^745,000. 

Percentage of total population at present enfranchised : 3.1 
per cent. (7.5 per cent, of urban, 2.8 per cent, of rural population). 

Easting qualificatioii. 

155. The existing franchise is based on the payment of latnl re- 
venue of Es. 25 and upwards or the holding as a tenant of more 
than 24 acres irrigated or 48 acres nnim'gated. The urban vote is 
based substantially on income-tax and house rent qualifications. 

Proposals of the local Govenunent. 

156. The local Government propose to reduce the In-nH revenue 
qualification to Es. 5 and the minimum area of a tenancy bnMing to 
6 acres irrigated or 12 acres unirrigated. They are also prepared to 
enfranchise ^ village servants paying the kaisi^at or profession tax 
and those village shopkeepers and artisans who pay a hamyai tax 
not below the min i mum land revenue qualification. In the towns, 
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it is proposed, if necessary, to lower the existing house rent qualifica- 
tion, in order to produce an electorate equivalent to approximately 10 
per cent, of the population. The proposals may be set forth as 
follows : — 


Qaalification. 

Existing 

electorate. 

Proposed 

electorate. 

Landowners 

Tenants 

Other rural voters 

Total rural voters 

ftCnnioipal voters 

601,000 

1,398,000 

407.000 

251.000 

601,000 

144,000 

2,066,000 

225,000 

745,000 

2,281,000 


157. No women would be enfranchised except those qualified 
on the basis prescribed for men. The number of women voters 
under the local Government's proposal would be about 101,000. No 
special arrangements are proposed to secure the presence of women 
in the legislature. 

158. The Government are of the opinion that the enfranchise- 
ment of the tenant will give the vote to a considerable number of the 
depressed classes. They, therefore, propose no special arrange- 
ments for the latter. 

159. In* the case of labour, they are prepared to arrange for one 
seat to which election should be by a specisd electorate composed of 
the factory population receiving wages above a certain figure and 
employed continuously for a certain minimum time. 

160. In the electorate proposed the existing disparity between 
the enfranchisement of the urban and the rural population would 
disappear. There would be an unenfranchised residuum of approxi- 
mately 9 million, of whom about 2l6ths would be women., 
The local Government emphasise that the payers of revenue en- 
franchised under their proposal represent a much larger number 
of adult persons, because during a man's lifetime not ordy his wife, 
but also his sons, even if adult, pay no land revenue. It would not 
be far from the mark to assume that each enfranchised revenue 
payer and some of tho'se proposed to be enfranchised as tenants, re- 
present between 3 and 4 unenfranchised adults If each land- 
owner repr^ents only two adult males besides himself, these account 
for 2,500,000 ; and the tenant voters may similarly account for half 
a million more. This will leave a male unenfranchised residuum of 
1,500,000, belonging to the poorer classes, and including the large 
floating population of beggars and vagrants which alone exceeds 
500, OOt) 
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161. It may be added, as a matter of special interest in the Pun- 
jab, that of the 1,898,000 landholders enfranchised under the local 
Government’s proposal, about 238,000 belong to classes other than 
agricultural tribes. Of the 407,000 tenants to be enfranchised about 
half belong to non-agricultural tribes, which will also include the 
great majorit}' of those w’ho will be admitted to the electorate under 
other qualifications. It is estimated that the total number of mem- 
bers of non-agricultural tribes enfranchised under the local Govern- 
ment 's scheme will be 641,000. 

Provincial Committee's proposals. 

162. Total proposed electorate — ^2,745,000 (or 11.7 per cent, of 
the population) as compared with an existing electorate of 745,000 
(or 3.1 per cent, of population). 

Rural, 

[a) Reduction of land revenue to Rs. 5 

(h) Reduction of qualifying tenancy holding to 6 acres wet or 12 
acres dry 

(c) Reduction of house-rent and income-tax qualifications 

(d) Enfranchisement of wives and widows of existing electors for 
the provincial council . . 

(e) Voters other than landowners on the present register 

Urban, 

if) Wives and widows (92,000) and lowered income-tax and house 
qualification . . 

(g) Existing municipal voters 


Total . . 2,745,000 

(11*7%) 

163. Under the committee's scheme, at least 568,000 women 
would secure the vote (98,000 directly qualified by property in rural, 
and some 2,000 in urban areas ; 468,000 wives and widows in urban 
and rural areas). 

1G4. No special proposals are made for dealing with the depress- 
ed classes, though the committee remark that a very considerable 
number of tenants and persons holding a military qualification from 
the non-combatant branches of the service will belong to this class 

165. The committee are prepared to recommend three labour 
seats, two to represent unorganised urban labour through special 
constituencies and one to represent the registered trade ^ibhs. ^ 

366. The qualifications proposed remedy the existing disparity 
between urban and rural areas. o jr 

167. The co^ttee's proposal produces a fairly substantial female 
electorate (568,000), and a degree of representation (641,000 out of 


1,398,000 

Landowners. 

407.000 
Tenants. 

50,000 

376.000 

251.000 

119.000 

144.000 
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2.106.000 male voters) for persons other than members of agricultural 
tribes, an unknown percentage of whom are likely to belong to the 
depressed classes. For industrial labour they are prepared to provide 
special representation in the legislature. They urge in respect of 
the unenfranchised residuum of 4,500,000 male voters that each voter 
on the landowner’s qualification may be taken to represent on an 
average at least two adult males besides himself ; that each of the 

4.07.000 tenants proposed to be enfranchised represents on an average 
from one to two sons, say a further 610,000, and that therefore out 
of the 4,500,000 males not directly enfranchised, 3,500,000 are in- 
directly enfranchised through the heads of their families. 

Our proposals. 

168. The Punjab Government’s scheme does not, in our view, 
make sufScient provision for women, and we would add to the 
women’s electorate the wives of men possessing the property quali- 
fications prescribed for the existing Council and the literate women 
numbering approximately 350,000 and 85,000 respectively. 

169. "We would also add the men possessing the upper primary 
educational qualification as in other provinces. The total electorate 
so produced would he about 2,716,000 and an addition has to be 
made on account of the provision proposed in Chapter X for bring- 
ing the depressed classes up to 10 per cent, of their population 
strength. We therefore estimate the total at 2,800,000 of whom 

2.350.000 would he men and 450,000 women (making the usual 
allowance for overlapping among the women’s categories). We 
accept this as suitable ratio for the Punjab between men and women 
and prefer it to the Punjab committee’s scheme, which appears to 
make no provision for the unmarried woman not possessing the 
property qualification, 

170. It is, however, a most serious defect of the Punjab Govern- 
ment’s scheme that only about 25 per cent, of the electorate will 
consist of members of non-agricultural tribes, whereas the non- 
agricultural tribes form about half the population of the provinee. 
There was apparently some diffieultj' in compiling this information 
and we obtained it only a few days before we completed our re- 
port, when it was too late to discuss the matter further with the 
local Government. We feel convinced, however, that its significance 
is such as to necessitate further consideration of the whole scheme. 
The Punjab Land Alienation Act confers great advantages, social 
and economic, on the members of agricultural tribes, and it would 
not be right to give them in addition the political predominance 
which they would gain if they formed three-quarters of the electo- 
rate. We recognise that the nou-agrieultural tribes contain a con- 
siderable element of the depressed classes and landless labourers 
who would not obtain the vote under any franchise system ba^ed on 
property and literacy qualifications, but even so it should be possible 
to do more than has hitherto been attempted to correct the disparity 
between the agricultural and the non-agricultural tribes. The most 
obvious remedy would seem to he an extension of the haisiyaf or 

s 
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profession tax to all payers ajid not merely to those who pay Bs. 5, 
Any further extension would apparently require legislation. Other 
measures have also been suggested on which we can express no 
opinion at present. If it is found impossible to secure a substantial 
increase in the number of members of non-agrieultural tribes on the 
electoral roll, it may be necessary to consider a reduction in 
the voting strength of the agrictdtural tribes. An increase in^ the 
land revenue qualification from Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 would result in a 
reduction in the number of landowners on the roll by half a million, 
without distarbing the communal proportions produced by the 
local Government’s scheme. We should regret any such curtail- 
ment of the enfranchisement of the agricultimal classes, but if no 
other means can be found for reducing the disparity between them 
and the non-agriculturists, the possibility will have to be faced. 
The whole question requires further examination by the local 
Government. It is not unlikely that the addition of the upper 
primary standard will be of assistance in increasing the proportion 
of the non-agrieultural tribes while the measures we ^ pro];)ose in 
Chapter X in order to bring the depressed classes up to 10 per cent, 
of their population strength will tend in the same Erection. 

VL— BIHAR AND ORISSA. 

Statistics. 


Population (1931). 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total 

. , 

. . 

18,794,138 

18,883,438 

37,677,576 

Hfriflltm . • 

-• 

•• 

2,112,814 

2,151,976 

4,264,790 

Hindu • . 

•• 

•• 

15,493,257 

16,618,217 

31,011,474 

Europeans . . 

• • 

• • 

3,386 

21,186 

5,572 

Anglo-lDdians 

•- 

• ^ 

3,395 

3,132 

6,527 

Indian Christians *. 

• • 

• ^ 

162,988 

166,124 

329,112 

Others 

•• 

• 

1 1,018,298 

1,041,803 

2,060,101 

- ' ■ 'T""-""’" " 


Area — 88,054 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — ^21. 

Total urban population — ^1,653,837. 

Total rural population — 36,023,739. 

Present electorate— 418,324. 

Pelirceaitage of total population at present enfranchised — ^1.1 
per cent. (5 per cent, urban, 1 per cent, rural populalion) . 
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Existing qnalificatiosL 

171. The existing franchise is based on the payment of revenue, 
rent or cess in rural areas and of municipal tax in urban areas. 
fThe rates vary in different parts of the province and produce an 
electorate of only 1.1 per cent, of the total population, the lowest 
percentage in In^a. 

Proposals of local Government. 

172. The local Government propose to substitute for the varying 
rates in force in rural areas the payment of chauMdari tax, which 
at the minimum rate of six annas per annum would enfranchise 
aSL householders except the very poorest and would produce a 
rural electorate of 2,741,012 (2,695,755 males and 45,257 females). 
In urban areas they would enfranchise all persons paying Ee. 1-8-0 
municipal tax. This would bring in approximately 145,000 
voters, of whom only about 1,000 are women. The total electorate, 
miral and urban, would thus be 2,880,000 or about 7.6 per cent, of 
the total population. In addition, they would create two industrial 
constituencies for labour, and possibly prescribe special franchise 
qualifications for certain industrial areas should it be impossible 
tor bring these into the two constituencies. The main elements of 
the population which would on these bases be at an appreciable 
disadvantage in the matter of enfranchisement would be women 
and landless labourers. The depressed classes would also be at a 
disadvantage as compared with the cultivator class in rural areas, 

173. In view, however, of the limited size of the existing elec- 
torate, the local Government are doubtful of their ability to handle 
an electorate more than seven times as large. They suggest as an 

’ alternative a minimum payment in rural areas of Ee. 1 as chauki- 
dari tax. This would bring in a rural electorate of only 1,331,076 
of whom 18,817 would be women (statistics subsequently received 
from the provincial committee suggest that the number of persons 
paying chaukidari tax of Ee. 1 and above is in fact 1,411,452, of 
whom 19,549 are womep.). In urban areas the qualification would 
be fixed at Ee. 1-8-0 municipal tax. The special arrangements for 
labour referred to in the preceding paragraph would be retained, 

174. The general effect of this scheme would be to enfranchise 

between 4 and 5 per cent, of the population. On this basis only a 
negligible proportion of the depressed class would probably be en- 
franchised in the rural area. ' 

175. As an alternative to the proposals set out above, the local 
Government would be willing to adopt a system of indirect election 
in rural areas, the chaukidari village being adopted as the unit and 
each village electing such number* of secondary electors as may he 
assigned to it on a population basis. The local Government consi- 
der that, if this system is adopted, a total electorate of 1,100, (KK) to 
1,200,000 secondary voters, or roughly three times the existing elec- 
torate, is the maximum which should be contemplated. No special 
arrangements for labour would be proposed if this ^tem were 
adopted. 


e2 
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Proposals of the provincial franchise committee. 


176. A maioritv of the provincial committee are definitely m 
favour of limiting the enlargement of the electorate to 5 per cent, 
of the total population. This represents their considered; opinion 
in the li^^ht of discussion ivith the Indian Franchise Committee and 
of an investigation of the administrative manageability of electorates 
of various sizes. The acceptance of their proposals would invoke ^ 
increase of the pectoral roU in the rural areas from ^.357,000 to 
about 1,750,000. It would be mainly effected by. adoptmg the pay- 
ment of chaukidari tax of Ee. 1 and upwards as ^e basis o£ 
franchise qualification in 18 districts and by lowering the existing 
qualifications in the three remaining districts. 

177 The franchise in urban areas has already been extended to 
5 per cent, of the total urban population. A majority of the mem- 
bers are not in favour of any further increase. If an increase to 
10 per cent, of the urban population were however desired, this 
could be achieved by the adoption of the main municipal franchise, 
viz., payment of at least Ee. 1-8-0 as tax or fee as the basis of the 
franchise qualification in urban areas. 

178. The provincial committee are prepared to create a special 
labour constituency for Jamshedpur (say 15,000 voters) and^to 
frame one or more rural constituencies in such manner as to give 
a preponderance of votes to the colliery labourers in Chota 
Nagpur. 

179. Under their proposals about 100,000 women would be en- 
franchised. 


180. So far as can he judged, only about 1 per cent, of the 
depressed dasses would come on the electoral roU. 

181. The total electorate proposed would apparently number 
1,750,000 -f- 15,000 = say 1,765,000 or about 4.6 per cent, of the 
population. On this basis the existing disparity between urban and 
rural would disappear. An increase of the urban electorate to 
10 per cent, would produce a total electorate of say 1,908,000, or 
rather over 5 per cent. The disparity between the urban and 
rural electorates would be increased from 6 : 1 to 5 : 10. 


Our proposals. 

182. We recognise the special difSculties that exist in Bihar and 
Oris^ owing to the lack of a revenue staff and the fact that the 
existing deetorate is only a little over 1 per cent, of the total 
population. Bu,t we are not ipreiparedi to accept the pro- 
posal that the extension of the direct fraoehise should now 
be confined to between 4 and 5 per cent, of the popula- 
tion, nor do we thi nk that the administrative difficulties in Bihar* 
are such as to justify us in disregarding the general objections 
which we have ^ pointed out in Chapter IV to the combination 
of the^ direct with the indirect system of voting. In a province 
Bihar and Orissa with a scanty, or in many parts non-existent, 
village staff, the difficulties of working the group i^stem would be* 
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pee-oliariy great. As regards the provision of a polling staff, Bihar and 
Orissa, with 990 officers suitable for employment as presiding offi- 
cers should not find an electorate of 3 millions administratively un- 
manageable. We think therefore that in Bihar and Orissa the 
payment of chavJcidari tax at the minimum rate of six annas a 
year should be adopted as the qualification for enfranchisement 
together with a corresponding rate of municipal tax in urban 
areas designed to bring about 9 or 10 per cent, of the population 
on to the electoral roll. This proportion is lower than that which 
we have proposed for most other provinces, but in view of the fact 
already pointed out that only a little over one per cent, of the 
population is at present enfranchised, we refrain from suggesting 
a higher extension, except for the introduction of the upper 
primary examination test which we have proposed for gene- 
ral adoption. This will make little difference to the Bihar electoral 
roll for the present. The local Government's scheme would however 
bring in less than 50,000 women, a proportion which we must regard 
as wholly inadequate. We would add the wives of men possessing the 
property qualifications prescribed for the existing council and literate 
women, numbering 280,000 and 77,000, respectively, which with an 
allowance for overlapping should result in the addition of about 

300.000 women to the roll. It will also be necessary to make an addi- 
tion which may be roughly estimated at 320,000 in order to bring the 
depressed classes up to 10 per cent, of their population strength as 
proposed in Chapter X. The total electorate would then number 
approximately 3,500,000 of whom 3,150,000 would be men and 

350.000 women. 

Vn.— THE CENTEAL PEOVINOES AND BEEAE. 


Statistics. 


Population (1931). 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Total *• •* ^ •• 

7,761,818 

7,746,906 

16,607,723 

Hindu 

6,671,326 

6,666,897 

13,338,223 

Muslim 

358,900 

323,964 

682,864 

Aboxigmal 

660,766 

690,860 

1,361,615 

Europeans 

3,782 

1,293 

6,076 

Anglo-Indians 

2,475 

2,265 

4740 

Indian Christians . . 

21,646 

22,129 

43,774 

Ofheis 

42,936 

38,607^ 

81,442 


The total number of aboriginals is 3,000,000, over half of whom 
were returned at the census as having adopted Hinduism. The figure 
here given represents the population of aboriginals following tribal 
religions* 
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Area— 99,920 sq. miles. 

No. of districts— 19. 

Total urban popniation — 1,679,546. 

Total rtirai population — ^13,828,177. 

Present electorate — 199,500. 

Percentage of total poptilation at present enfranchised— 1.3. 

Percentage of nrban and rural — 2.6 urban : 1.0 rural. 

Existing quaMcations. 

183. The Central Provinces have an existing electorate of only 
199,500, which is absolutely the smallest in India, and forms only 
1,3 per cent, of the total population. The present basic rates vary 
in different parts of the pro^unce but appear to connote a land 
revenue assessment of not less than Bs. 100 per annum, a rental of 
Es. 30 to Es. 50 or over, according to district ; and in urban area* 
a house rental of Es. 36 or over or a Jiaisiyat tax assessment of Es. 200 
or over. 


Proposals of local (Jovernment. 

184. The local Government propose a total electorate of about 
1,550,000 or 10 per cent, of the population, which they regard as 
the maximum administratively manageable, to be secured under the 
following qualifications : — 

(i) Payment of Es. 10 or over as land revenue or rent. 

(ii) In urban areas, payment of Es. 12 house-rent per annum 

or the assessment to an equivalent haisiyaf tax. The 
adoption of a Es. 12 house-rent qualifieation will, it is 
stated, be equivalent to a rental payment of Es. 10 in 
rural areas. 

(m) Educational qualifieation (primary certificate nf the 
Educational Department held by all persons who have 
passed out of the 4th class in n ^primary vernacular 
school. 323,000 present holdei^, of whom under half 
adult. Of the adults some will he qualified under other 
heads. For adults who are literate but do not hold the 
primary certificate, a special examination of equivalent 
standard is proposed). 

(iv) Village Office qualification (estimated to produce 50,000 
voters, the village watchman, who is almost invariably 
of the depressed classes, being principally affected), 

(t;) Labour. — One seat to be allotted in the legislature, to be 
filled through registered Trade Unions. 

185. Of^the total electorate of about 1,550,000, proposed by the 
local Government, 70,000 would be women. 

186. It is not clear to what extent the depressed classes (who on 

untouchability are stated in the 1931 census to number 
^,965,490) would secure representation on the electoral roll. Aii 
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analysis of four constituencies indicates that the proportion will be 
satisfactory in the Chhattisgarh diTision, but that elsewhere the voting 
strength of the depressed classes will he below their population basis. 

187. Labour would be provided for partly through the seats pro- 
posed to be reserved for the depressed classes (who furnish the bulk 
of the labouring classes in the Central Provinces) and partly through 
the seat proposed to be reserved for labour represented through re- 
gistered trade unions. 

188. The local Government explain that the number of unen- 
franchised adult males w'ould be over 2 million, consisting mainly 
of the smaller tenants (paying less than Es. 10 rent), tenants-at-will, 
agricultural labourers, and urban labourers earning less than Rs. 100 
per annum. Sub-tenants would secure no representation as such. 
The local Government originally stated that it would be impossible 
further to enlarge the electorate which was already almost un- 
manageable ; that it wonld be necessary to reduce the rental qua- 
lifications from Es. 10 to Ks. 2 in order to include the typical 
agricultural labourer ; that there was no real difference in interest 
between the small tenant paying Es. 5 and a slightly bigger man 
paying Es. 10 ; and that no practical advantage would be gained 
by going one or two rupees below Es. 10 ; that sub-tenants would 
generally be found to be recruited from the general body of tenants 
who would be adequately represented under their proposals ; and 
that a sufficient number of persons would be enfranchised under 
their proposals to secure adequate representation for lodgers in 
towns. Shortly before we signed our report, however, we received 
a further communication from the local Government in which they 
stated that an analysis of four typical constituencies indicated 
that the number of the voters enfranchised by a Rs. 10 quali- 
fication would be less than at first estimated, and it would 
probably be necessary to adopt a Rs. 7-8-0 qualification as the standard 
for the province, with possibly Rs. 5 for the more lightly assessed 
districts and perhaps Rs. 10 for districts assessed above the average. 
We had ourselves observed that the number of voters on a Rs. 10 
basis in one of the Berar districts and in the Chhattisgarh division 
was unsatisfactorily small, and it is clear that the whole matter 
requires further investigation. 

Proposals of provincial committee. 

189. The provincial committee would apparently be prepared 
to increase the electorate to about 1,750,000 or 11.2 per cent, of the 
total population, on the following basis : — 

(a) Property qualification : — 

({) In rural areas a minimum of Es. 10 revenue or rent 
other than sub-rent (say, 1,350,000). 

(ii) In urban areas owners or occupiers of property, the 
rental value of which is taken for purposes cff 
municipal taxation at Rs, 12 per annum in the 
poorer and Es. 18 per annum in the richer municipal 
areas (200,000). 
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(In the few municipalities where the house rental valua- 
tion is not the basis of taxation, an equivalent haisiyat 
tax assessment would have to be worked out. This 
might be taken as some figure round about Es. 160 
per annum until the details have been examined). 

(h) Educational qualification — ^the same as proposed by the 
local Government (say 100,000). 

(c) Enfranchisement of sub-tenants with a minimum sub- 

rent of Rs. 30 (or 3 times the absolute minimum), 
(The number will not apparently be large). 

(d) Enfranchising the wives of men with a property quali- 

fication higher than the ordinary. The figure to be fixed 
so that the approximate total female electorate from all 
sources will not exceed 300,000. In addition, the com- 
mittee are prepared to reserve five seats (in urban 
constituencies) for women in the legislature. 


190. It is difficult to estimate precisely the electorate conteipplat- 
ed by the Central Provinces committee. Their final recommendations 
indicate that they regpd an electorate of 10 to 11 per cent, as the 
maximum administratively manageable and they recommend the 
acceptance of such a figure. The total of the figures above comes 
to almost 2 million or say 13 per cent. It is probable that of the 
300,000 women proposed to he enfranchised, some will be independ- 
ently qualified among the 1,550,000 rent or revenue payers, and it 
is perhaps safe to assume that the total contemplated by the Central 
Provinces committee does not exceed about 1,750,000. 


191. The committee's scheme provides for women five seats, and 
300,000 voters and for the depressed classes a number of electors still 
to be ascertained. For labour it provides one seat and a certain 
^ount of mchrect representation through the depressed class seats. 
It would also bring in a certain number of sub-tenants. The number 
of adifit males left unenfranchised is stiU considerable, but the 
Committee appear to share the views of the local Government on this 
subject. 


Our proposals. 

192. We are prepared to accept the local Government’s proposals, 
««« electorate is concerned subject to further examina- 

faon of the rent and revenue standards for different parts of the 

S produce an electorate 

100 M 1>5C»,000 It yrm also be necessary to add probably 

i population strength as proposed in chapter X, 

proportion as inadequate. 
pS^fbef possessing the property qualificatio.ns 

{^000^ we should^^t^+T,*^^™*^^! (133,000) and the literate women 
about 1^0 000 WA usual allowance for overlapping obtain 

alxmt 150,00(1 women rotere, and we are not MiMed thM even tk£ 
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addition can be regarded as sufficient. The reason for tMs special 
difficulty in the Central Provinces is the smallness of the present elec- 
torate which is only 199,500, or l.S per cent, of the total population. 
If it is decided, in the ease of the Central Provinces, to increase the 
number of voters for the Indian Federal Assembly above the strength 
of the present Council electorate, we suggest that the wives of voters 
for the Assembly should be placed on the electoral roll for the pro- 
vincial Council. It is unlikely that the number of women voters who 
would be obtained in this manner would exceed 350,000, and if this 
figure were reached, there would be four male electors to one woman 
elector. 


vm.— ASSAM. 
Statistics. 


Population (1931). 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total 

4,537,206 

4,085,045 

8,622,251 

Muslim 

1,449,073 

l,30i6,841 

2,765,914 

Hindu 

2,616,644 

2,316,116 

4,931,760 

Europeans 

2,093 

868 

2,961 

Anglo-Indians 

349 

209 

558 

Indiadi Christians 

121,264 

123,927 

245,191 

Others .. .. .. 

347,783 

338,084 

686,867 


Area — 55,014 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — 12. 

Total urban population — 213,421. 

Total rural population — 8,408,830. 

Present electorate — ^288,832. 

Percentage of total population at present enfranchised — 3^. 

[The average percentage of urban (1921) and raral (1921) popu- 
lation enfranchised were 9.5 per cent, and 3.7 per cent., respec- 
tively.] 

Existing; qualification. 

193. The present qualification is Rs. 15 land tax in the Assam 
VaUey, and Re, 1 chaukidari tax in Goalpara and the Surma Yalley, 

Proposals of the local Government. 

194. The local Government are emphatically of opinion that the 
electorate should not be expanded beyond 10 per cent, of the popu- 
lation or treble the existing number. 
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195. Enquiry goes to show that in the five districts of the Assam 
Valley where payment of land revenue is the main qualification for the 
franchise, a payment of about Es. 7-8-0 would produce an electorate 
of 10 per cent, of the population. Similarly in the Surma Valley 
payment of about As. 8 chauMdari tax would give a similar elect- 
orate. In the Goalpara district in the Assam Valley, a lesser rate 
of payment of chaukidari tax anight have to be fixed. In the five 
Assam Valley districts a qualification of Es. 7-8-0 would bring on 
the rolls some 10 per cent, of the Hindu exterior castes, ex-tea- 
garden coolies, and backward tribes ; and some 2.8 per cent, of 
women ; in Goalpara, Caehar ar.d Sylhet, approximately 11 per 
cent, and .82 per cent., respectively. A corresponding modification 
will be made in the franchise for the ixrban areas. 

196. For presi^ng officers, the local Government are not prepared 
to p) above an estimate of SOO voters a day in 400 polling stations, 
which means that with an electorate of 800,000 the elections would 
have^ to be spread over four days. Polling arrangements present 
fecial diflSeiilties in Assam owing to the sparseness of the popula- 
tion, and defective communications. 


Views of the provincial conunittee. 

197. The provincial committee would enfranchise 15 per cent, 
of the total population, say 1,290,000 (a figure which would include 
about 40,000 women), by reduction of the qualifying amount of 
payment of land revenue or of chaukidari tax. They cannot in- 
dicate what precise reductions would be required in order to pro- 
duce this result. 


Our proposals. 

^ 198. In view of the administrative difficulties which are forcibly 
jpomted out m the local Government’s report, we are not prepared 
to press them to prowde on a general franchise basis for more than 

ir!i ^ population which involves trebling the exist- 

ing electorate. Even at present considerable difficulty ^is felt in 
carrying out the elections in Assam where they appear to involve 
rj dislocation of ordinaiy administrativV work than in 

province. _ The local Government’s scheme appears to 
^e adequate provision for the depressed classes. We desire 
however to make the usual provision for the admission to the roll 

fourth claS^nf ^ passed out of the 

f P^ary vernacular school or a corresponding 
s^dard. The local Government’s scheme provides a very 

nrortdf fir +T ^ ’'roman’s electorate, and here as usual, we would 
provide for the wives of men possessing the property qualifications 

(192,000) and for Ht^ate women 
(40,000) which might be expected to bring a net total of 220 000 
wmen on to the electoral roU which would Sius coStlfTveJ^ 
milhon persons of whom about one-flfth would be wmen. 
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rs.— THE NOETH-WEST FRONTIER PROVINCE, 
Statistics. 


Population (1931). 

Male. 

Eemale. 

Total. 

Total 


, , 

1,315,918 

1,109,258 

2,425,076 

Muslim 

• • 


1,196,120 

1,031,183 

2,227,303 

BKndn 

. - 


84,358 

58,619 

142,977 

Sikhs 



26,284 

16,226 

42,610 

Europeans 



6,344 

1,420 

1 7,764 

Anglo-Indians . . 



92 

58 

150 

Indian Christians 



2,569 

1,697 

4,266 

Others 



51 

55 

10& 


Area — 13,518 sq. miles. 

No. of districts — 5. 

Total urban population — 386,177. 

Total rural population — ^2,038,899. » 

Present electorate — 119,922. 

199. The North-West Frontier Province is in a different position 
to the other provinces of India. Up to April 1932 it was adminis- 
tered by a Chief Commissioner under the direction of His Excellency 
the Viceroy, and contained no legislative body of any kind. In 
April 1932, it was converted into a Governor’s province under the 
Government of India Act, 1919. The elections to the first legislative 
council were in progress during our visit to Peshawar in the early 
part of that month, and no final report on their working was avail- 
able when our report was signed. In these circumstances, it would be 
premature for us to formulate any final recommendations regarding the 
province, but it is understood that it is intended that it should be 
granted full responsible government at the same time as other pro- 
vinces, and it is therefore necessary to set forth such material as is 
now available with the object of facilitating a decision when the time 
comes. 

200. The basis of the existing franchise is that prescribed for 
district boards in rural areas and for municipalities in towns, The^ 
main element of the former is the pa 3 anent of land revenue amount- 
ing to not less than Rs. 10 per annum or the holding as a tenant of 
land assessed to not less than Es. 10 land revenue. In municipali- 
ties, it is the possession of moveable property valued at not less 
than Es. 600 or the payment of not less than Es. 4 as house rent. 
In municipalities persons who have passed the matriculation or 
equivalent examination are also entitled to vote. No women are en- 
titled to vote. Pinal figures are not available, but on preliminary 
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rolls 4.2 per cent, of the total population; 7.7 per cent, of the male 
population^ and 15.5 per cent, of the adiilt male population are en- 
franchised in general constituencies. The urban franchise gives the 
vote to about 12 per cent, of the urban population, and the local 
Government does not think it necessary to increase the urban electo- 
rate. In rural areas, however, it proposes to lower the revenue and 
corresponding qualifications so as to bring in about 10 per cent, of 
the population, and it is generally agreed both by officials and by 
non-officials and also by the provincial franchise committee that the 
enlargement of the electorate should proceed on the same lines as 
in the^ Punjab, of which the five settled districts of the North-West 
Frontier Province originally formed part. 

201. It is generally agreed that it is unnecessary in the North- 
West Frontier Province to make any special arrangements for the 
representation of labour or the depressed classes. 

202. As r^ards women ^s suffrage, the Chief Commissioner ob- 
served : — Female suffrage is probably at present so unthinkable 
in public opinion as to be outside the scope of practical politics. 
Women do not generally hold property or pay taxes, and would 
therefore have to be enfranchised, if at all, through their civil 
condition, i.e., as wives, widows or daughters, unless some form of 
universal franchise limited by age were introduced. For the present 
the difficulty of providing female staff for purdah polling appears 
insuperable. The compilation of rolls including enquiries as to 
names would, anyhow, in the first instance, involve considerable* 
difficulties. ^ The whole subject is one best left to local public 
opinion which even if largely male is not everywhere unsympathetic 
as is proved^ by the removal of the sex disqualification by many pro- 
vincial Legislatures The provincial committee observed : — In 
this province the sex disquaHfieation continues and will continue 
until the provincial council removes it. There has of course so far 
been no opportunity to remove it. We agree with the Chief Commis- 
sioner that woman suffrage is foreign to male public opinion among 
the mass of Muslims in this province and we do not think that it 
would be possible to introduce it at present, unless administrative 
arrangements can be made, for enrolment and polling consistent with 
purdah, where it is observed. The majority of members are in 
favour of women suffrage in the abstract, but agree that practical 
obstacles are such as to render anything like its immediate introduc- 
tion extremely difficult. The Hindu and Sikh members state that 
they would gladly see women suffrage introduced at once as far as 
their own community is concerned.^’ 

203. In principle we are in favour of the enfranchisement 
of women in the North-West Frontier Province on the same 
lines as elsewhere. The opinions quoted above indicate the 
special difficulties that exist, and it is noteworthy that in other 
provinces, a lead in the matter has been given by the legislative 
councils, to which the decision was entrusifed under the Govem- 
^nt of India Act of 1919. The legislative council of the North- 
West Frontier Pro^unce has not yet had an opportunity of consider- 
ing the question, which will doubtless come before it in due course. 
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It is probable that all sex disqualifications will be abolished in the 
statement of fundamental rights under the new constitution, and it 
will eventually be for Parliament to decide in the light of the dis- 
cussion in the legislative council and any other evidence of local 
feeling that may be forthcoming, whether special treatment should be 
accorded to the North-West Frontier Province in this matter. We 
discovered in the course of our discussions with the local Govern- 
ment and with the provincial committee and during our examina- 
tion of witnesses that there is considerable public feeling that the 
province ought not to appear to be lagging behind the Punjab and 
the rest of India in this and other matters, and it is probable that 
this feeling will grow in strength. 

Suimnaiy of the Provincial Franchise Schemes. 

203-A. A brief summary of our provincial franchise schemes may 
be useful. The electorate in the different provinces under our pro- 
posals will contain the following elements : — 

(1) men and women possessing the prescribed property 

qualifications ; 

(2) men who have passed the upper primary or correspond- 

ing educational standard (paragraph 83) ; 

(3) literate women [paragraph 215 (a) ] ; 

(4) wives of men who possess the property qualifications 

prescribed for the present councils [paragraph 215 (b) 1 ; 

(5) members of such special constituencies as may be created 

for labour (paragraph 257) ; 

(6) members of the depressed classes for whom special 

franchise qualifications may be prescribed (para- 
graph 315). 
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CHAPTER VIIL— WOMBN^S FRANCHISE AND 
REPRESENTATION. 

204. In Hs letter of instractions, the Prime Minister stated that 
His Majesty "s Government attach special importance to the question 
of securing a more adequate enfranchisement of women than the 
existing system which applies to women the same qualification as to 
men, and has produced a women’s electorate numbering less than 
one-twentieth of the total male electorate The proportions of 
men and women enfranchised at present in the several provinces are 
shown in the following table : — 


Madras 


.. Ito 10 

Bombay 


. . 1 to 19 

Bengal 


. . 1 to 26 

United Provinces 


. . 1 to 29 

Punjab 


.. Ito 29 

Bihar and Orissa 


.. Ito 62 

Central Provinces 


.. Ito 25 

Assam. 


.. Ito 114 


This result is mainly due to the fact that the existing qualification for 
the vote is a property qualification, and that the number of Indian 
women who own property in their own right is infinitesimal. 

205. The Franchise Sub-Committee of the Round Table Confer- 
ence stated that no system of franchise can be considered satisfac- 
tory or as likely to lead to good government where such a great 
disparity exists between the voting strength of the two sexes. We 
do not anticipate that the recommendations we have already made 
will reduce the disparity, nor do we think that they provide sufiSieiently 
for the enfranchisement of women. We feel, therefore, that special 
qualifications should be prescribed for women ”, 

Proposals of the Statutory Commission. 

206. The Statutory Commission, whose views as regards women’s 
franchise were recommended to the consideration of the Franchise 
sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference, after pointing out 
(Volume H, page 93) why “ the enfranchisement of Indian women ” 
on the same terms as men ‘‘ produces very few women voters in- 
deed ”, went on as follows : — 

We desire to see a substantial increase in the present ratio 
of women to men voters. If this is not effected now, 
the situation will later on be reached when so large 
a proportion of adult men are on the register, and so 
few women, that a further extension to bring the 
number of women voters more nearly to an equality 
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(eTen if the provincial councils as then constituted 
proposed it) would necessitate the sudden admission 
of vast numbers of women with hardly any increase in 
the number of men. It is far better to proceed 
gradually ,and steadily, and a further step in developing 
women’s suJKrage in India should be taken novr. 
Some qualification other than the present one is 
needed, and it is very difficult to suggest the most 
satisfactory method. It may perhaps be found 
possible to add to the present qualification two others, 
viz,, (1) being the wife, over 25 years of age, of a 
man who has a property qualification to vote, and (2) 
being a widow over that age, whose husband at the 
time of his death was so qualified. In addition, the 
educational qualification should apply to women over 
21 as well as to men. Many will be disposed to say 
that Indian wives and widows are so largely uneducated 
or living in seclusion that their enfranchisement to 
this extent is premature and extravagant. We do not 
tbink so. The beginning of a movement among certain 
Indian women, however comparatively few in number 
they may yet be, to grapple with problems which 
specially affect home and health and children is one 
of the most encouraging signs of Indian progress, and 
we believe that the movement would be strengthened 
by increasing the influence of women at elections.'' 

The principle of equality. 

207. Without exception the representatives of women's organisa- 
tions and individual women witnesses demanded that the prfiiciple 
of equality between men and women should be the basis of the new 
Indian constitution. The representatives of the All-India Women's 
Conference insisted that this principle could only be applied in the 
franchise by the immediate adoption either of adult franchise or 
of a system of indirect election of all adults, and urged this solution 
upon us. We have already given our reasons for rejecting both 
these methods as neither practicable nor advisable at the present time. 
Like other bodies who have examined the problem, we have been 
driven to reco^ise that theoretic equality under a restricted fran- 
chise means in practice extreme inequality, and to consider by what 
system of what the Bound Table Conference called ‘‘ special quali- 
fications " we can secure a substantial increase in the present ratio 
of women to men voters ". 

Proposals for the enfranchisement of wives and widows. 

208. In the preceding chapter we have set forth the general 
property and educational qualifications we propose. It has been 
urged upon us that we should enfranchise the wives and 
widows of all the men voters thus enfranchised, so securing approxi- 
mate equality in numbers between men and women. One objection 
to this course is that it provides a qualification for the married 
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woman only and makes no provision for the unmarried. A second 
objection is that it would increase the electorate far beyond the- 
limits of administrative possibility. The only way, indeed, whereby 
under a restricted franchise, equality in the number of men and 
women voters can be obtained is by reducing the number of men 
voters in order to increase the number of women voters. We have 
several times referred to the Prime Minister's instructions that 
under the new franchise '' no important section of the community 
should lack the means of expressing its needs and its opinions 
In earlier pages we have explained how our property and educa- 
tional qualifications have been devised so as to secure, as far as 
it is practical, some representation for all the main categories of 
the population. If we were to raise the standard of these qualifica- 
tions in order to admit more women voters Avithout passing the limits 
df administrative practicability, we should simply be disiraiichising, 
certain elements of the population in order to give votes to the wives 
of men who already possess the vote. As the Statutory Commission 
foresaw, our only course is, while giving legal equality ta 
men and women in the ordinary qualifications, to treat women as 
one of the main sections of the community, and to provide such 
special qualifications as wiU, in our judgment, secure them adequate 
representation during the next phase of the Indian reforms. 

Women's desire for the vote. 

209. Before considering what the proportion should be, there* 
are two prelimmary points which we have to discuss. The first is the 
question whether in fact large nnmbers of Indian women do want 
ite vote to-day, and whether owing to the purdah system or other 
reason^, they would be deterred from exercising it. The second is 
the special arrangements which it wiU be desirable to make at the 
polling stations in order to help them to record their votes. 

210. As regards the first question, in every province women, in- 
cluding some in strict purdah, came forward’ as witnesses, either- 
representing organisations or individually, asking for an extension 
of the franchise, while there has been no expression of oj^inion to the 
contrary, written or oral, from the women themselves. It is how- 
ever true that there is among Muslim men, especially, in the north, 
a feeling against anything which may make a sudden breach in the 
purdah system. As to whether women will exercise the vote, it is 
^gued that only a small percentage have exercised it, and that there 
is no reason to think that with a widening of the franchise, a larger 
proportion wih come forward. On the other hand, there is consider- 
able evidence to show that women are reluctant to vote while they 
are a small and conspicuous minority at the polling boo-ths. So 
long as their numbers are negligible no candidate need trouble 
about their political education, and they in their turn feel 
that thear votes have no influence on the result. We are informed, 
that in those places, where women are enfranchised in large num- 
bers for local boards, the percentage who poll differs little from 
that of men. For instance, at a recent municipal election in Madras*' 
over 60 per cent, of the women voters polled, whereas in 1930f' 
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only 14 per cent voted in the elections for the provincial council; 
Furthermore, there is no doubt that there has been a political 
awakening among women in many parts of the country in the last 
few years. The purdah system may at first restrict the number 
of women who will go to the poll, but the Statutory Commission 
states that the feeling against purdah is fast gaining ground ", 

Polling arrangements for women. 

211. As regards the polling system, we have had every variety 
of opinion. Some have a^ed for separate purdah polling stations- 
entirely stafifed by women. Some have considered that it woul(f- 
suffice if polling stations had separate entrances and polling com- 
partments for women and a woman assistant to help women voters*- 
Some have repudiated the idea that any special arrangements should’ 
be made at all, and have urged that women should take their place* 
in tiie ordinary voters’ queue. 

212. The question affects our problem in two ways : first, suS 
to the special polling arrangements we recommend for women, 
and secondly, to what extent the possibility of providing such 
arrangements will -in practice limit the number of women who 
can be polled. We recommend that where there is a need for 
separate polling booths with women presiding officers and women 
clerks, they shall be provided so far as is practicable. This is 
already the practice to some extent in more than one province. 
We recognise that it may only be possible in cities and large towns 
anidi that in smaller towns and rural areas it may be difficult to 
find a sufficient number of suitable women who are willing to 
undertake the duties. We consider, however, that it should be 
possible in most places to provide a separate entrance to the polling 
booth and one woman assistant. There will be difficulty in identi- 
fying women voters, especially where purdah is strictly observed, 
but usually a woman will be accompanied to the poll by her hus- 
band or other relative or neighbour who will he responsible for 
testifying to her identity. We trust that these difficulties will 
not in pra!ctiee greatly limit the number of women who will go to 
the poll, since special arrangements can be made in the town and 
purdali is less strict in the villages. In any case, although the polling 
of a large number of women voters may add to the expense and 
complicate the electoral machinery, we do not consider that these 
are reasons for not providing an adequate enfranchisement of 
women. 

Seasons for the adequate enfranchisement and representation of 

women. 

213. Taking all these factors into account, we have reached two 
conclusions. The first is that it is necessary that an adequate 
number of women should be placed on the roll to compel candidates 
to consider their interests and opinions, to awaken political mterest 
among women, and to make their votes an effective lever, particularly 
in providing reforms of special concern to women and children. The 
proportion we aim at is that the women voters should number about 
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one-fifth of the whole, although dwing to local conditions it may 
not be possible to reach this figure in every province. The second 
35 that from two to five per cent, of the seats in the provincial 
councils should be reserved for women for the first ten years. Unless 
special provision is made for them, it seems improbable that more 
than a few, if any, women will secure election to the first legislatures, 
even with a larger w'omen^s electorate than we are able to propose, 
considering the prejudice which still exists in India, as in oth^r 
countries, against women taking part in public life, and the diffi- 
culties in the way of a woman travelling about to canvass a 
constituency. We consider it essential that during the formative 
period of the constitution, there should be in the legislatures a 
number of women sufiScient to express their views and make their 
influence felt. ‘ 


214. The following is necessarily a very rough estimate of the 
number of women voters who will be placed on the roll under the 
property qualifications we propose : — 


Province. 

Number of 
women who 
would be admit- 
ted to the roU 
on the property 
qualification. 

Men’s electo- 
rate. 

Batio of men 
to women. 

Msulrae 

718,000 

5,744,000 

8 : 1 

Igombay 

60,000 ; 

2,976,000 

59 : 1 

Bengal 

500,000 

6,500,000 

13 : 1 

United Provinces 

414,000 

6,000,000 

14 : 1 

Punjab 

101,000 

2,360,000* 

23 : 1 

Bibar and Orissa 

46,250 

3,160,000 

68 : 1 

Central Provinces 

70,000 

1,660,000 

23 : 1 

Assam 

30,000 

820,000 

27 ; 1 


No figures are available to show how many women would 
possess the proposed educational qualification, but it is clear that 
such a qualification would tend to increase the disparity between men 
and women voters, since in 1929, the latest year for which figures 
are available, 178,285 boys and 12,269 girls passed the upper pri- 
mary standard. 
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Our proposals for the fraBchise. 

215. It will be generally admitted that the number of women who 
would obtain the franchise on the property and educational qualifica- 
tions which we have proposed, would be quite inadequate. We 
therefore propose two further qualifications for women : — 

(a) literacy ; 

(&) being the wife of a voter possessing a certain property 
qualification. 

(a) Literacy is defined for census purposes as ability to read 
and write a letter in any language. The names of all adult women 
who are recorded as literate in authoritative educational records 
should be placed on the electoral roll ; it would be necessary for 
other women to satisfy the ofScer in charge of the apoll that they can 
read and write either by a personal application or by the produc- 
tion of a certificate from an authority appointed by the local Govern- 
ment such as a magistrate or school-teacher, or an inspectress of 
schools. It may be assumed that only those who are interested 
and politically conscious will apply. Literacy is a qualification which 
almost any woman who has the will can acquire. It provides for the 
unmarried woman and will admit women, particularly Muslim 
women, who have received education privately and have taken no public 
examinations. Lastly, it is a qualification which will automatically 
increase the number of women voters year by year as opportunities 
for education improve. But the figures given below for literate 
women over 20 show that at present it will not go very far to remove 
the -disparity in voting strength between men and women, and that a 
second additional qualification is therefore necessary : — 

Women literates over 250 
to nearest thousand. 


Madras . . . . . . 345,000 

Bombay . . . . . . 163,000 

Bengal . . . . . . 377,000 

United Provinces . . . . 128,000 

Punjab . . . . . . 85,000 

Bihar and Orissa . . . , 77,000 

Central Provinces . . . . 40,000 

Assam . . . . . . 40,000 


(1) We have already explained why it is not possible to en- 
franchise the wives over the age of 21 of all voters. The Statutory 
Commission proposed enfranchising all those over 25, but in a country 
where there is no general registration of births, the practical difiScul- 
ties of preparing an accurate roll based on age are very great. The 
only course open to us is to enfranchise the wives over 21 of those 
voters who possess more than the minimum qualification. Our ire- 
commendation therefore is to enfranchise as council voters the wives 
of all men, who* possess the property qualifications at present 
prescribed for the provincial •councils. The roll based upon these 
qualifications will be maintained as we are recommending the same 

5*2 
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property <5[nalij5cations for the electors of the federal Assembly* 
In the Central Provinces, however, we suggest that the present pro- 
perty qualifications for the council should be lowered so as to 
double the number of electors for the Assembly, as at present they 
enfranchise barely 1 per cent, of the population. In the case of the 
Central Provinces we recommend that the wives of those ^ enfran- 
chised on the lowered property qualifications should be given the 
vote for the provincial councils. Taking into account the fact that 
some of the men will be bachelors or widowers and some of the 
wives under age, it is calculated on a rough estimate that the num- 
ber of wiomen thus enfranchised will be two-thirds of the number of 
men now on the »electoral roUs. Allowing for the fact that there vdll 
be considerable overlapping between the three qualifications of pro^ 
perty, literacy, apd enfranchisement through the husband ^s qualifica- 
tion, this should produce a total electorate which is administratively 
practicable, and in which the desired proportion of men to women 
voters win be achieved. 

The enfranchisement of wives. 

216. We recognise that the principle of enfranchising a woman 
on her husband’s qualification did not find favour with the re- 
presentatives of some women’s organisations and others who 
gave evidence before us, on the ground that* it would perpetuate 
the idea of the dependency of the women on the men and would 
merely duplicate the husband’s vote. We think, however, that 
it is a reasonable view that marriage gives a community of 
interest, and that in it a woman enters into a partnership with 
her husband which may well confer civic rights as well as 
domestic duties. Nor does there seem any valid reason why a woman 
should be more under the influence of her husband because her name 
is on the electoral roll for one reason rather than for another. The 
women who have strong objections to the qualification are among 
those who can obtain a personal qualification through literacy. More- 
over, the qualification was approved in a memorandum signed by a 
large number of influential women of Bengal and by other organisa- 
tions md individual witnesses. We consider that not more than 
one elector, in addition to the husband himself, should be en- 
franchised under the husband’s property qualification. We do 
not consider that it would be administratively convenient to 
enfranchise women, now widows, on a qualification which their 
late husbands enjoyed or might have enjoyed had they been alive 
at the time of the passing of the statute embodying the new 
coiLstitution. But it seems equitable to allow a widow who was 
qualMed in respect of her husband’s property qualification to 
continue on the electoral roll after his death, and we trust that 
this privilege will do something to improve tlae status of widow- 
hood, On remarriage, she should cease to be qualified in respect 
of her late husband. 

The effect of our proposals. 

217. We are conscious that a mor,e formidable argument against 
a franchise, which does not give the vote to the wives of all men on 
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the electoral roll but only to the wives of thosia who are qualified 
by property to vote for the federal Assembly, is that it appears to 
weight the scales in favour of the well-to-do. On the other hand, 
literacy will favour the professional classes and will penetrate 
lower as the opportunities for education devdop ; while the woinaii 
making an independent living in industlry will be enfranchised 
in the labour constituencies which we recommend in Chapter IX. 
We think therefore that the qualifications we recommend will pro- 
duce a woman ^s electorate large enough to be effective and varied 
enough to represent the interests of women generally. The follow- 
ing table shows the approximate number of women who will be 
qualified under each heading : — 


Province. 

Independent 

property 

qualification. 

Literacy. 

Husband’s 

property 

qualifica- 

tion. 

Total 

women’s 

electorate. 

Eatio of 
men to 
women. 

Madras 

718,000 

345,000 

700,000 

1,500,000 

4 : 1 

Bombay . . 

60,000 

163,000 

592,000 

750,000 

4 : 1 

Bengal 

500,000 

877,000 

800,000 

1,500,000 

4 : 1 

1 

United Provinces . . 

414,000 

128,000 

1,100,000 

1,600,000 

4 : 1 

Punjab .. .. 

101,000 

86,000 

376,000 

450,000 

5 : 1 

Bihar and Orissa . . 

46,000 

77,000 

280,000 

360,000 

9 : 1 

Central Provinces . . 

70,000 

40,000 

266,000 

350,000 

6 : 1 

Assam 

30,000 

40,000 

192,000 

220,000 

4:1 


In estimating the total women’s electorate, we have made some 
deductions for the overlapping of qualifications. A number of the 
figures are based on estimates and the precise strength of the new 
electorate will not be known until the electoral roll is prepared. The 
figures here given do, however, give an adequate idea of the effect 
of our proposals. It is evident from a comparison with the table on 
page 82 that we have approached much nearer to real equality than 
was possible under an equal franchise and we are confident that we 
have ensured a voting strength far in excess of what women would 
have attained by the indirect system of voting. Our franchise pro- 
posals increase the men’s electorate four and a half times, and the 
women’s no less than twenty-one times. 

Proposals for the representation of women. 

218. Finally there is the question of the best method of filling the 
special seats which we have recommended should be reserved for 
women in the provincial councils. The All-India Women’s Con- 
ference were opposed to the granting of any special facilities and 
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Tsished women to be returned “ by the open door of competition 
but this opinion was based on the assumption that adult franchise, 
either direct or indirect, was practicable. On the other hand, a very 
large number of witnesses, both men and women, who gave evidence 
individually or as representatives of associations, felt strongly that, 
although women shovdd be free to contest constituencies on the same 
terms as men, some miniirinTn representation should be secured for 
the first ten years. In those provinces where there is at present a 
woman member, she has been nominated by the Q-overnor. Under a 

f 'stem of responsible government, nomination is clearly ruled out. 

arious other proposals have been made ; first, that the required 
number of women should be co-opted by the newly elected council, 
by the single transferable vote. The objections to co-option are that 
the women would be chosen by a council, probably consisting wholly 
of men and would be responsible to no constituency ; and further, 
that the possibiHty of entering the council by the easy path of co- 
option, would discourage them from going through the fatigue and 
ezpe^e of contesting a seat. ■Women would therefore be in no bettor 
position for fighting an election at the end of the temporary period, 
when the special facilities would be withdrawn. A second sugges- 
tion was to elect to the reserved seats by a special electorate of edu- 
cated women. The last stated objection applies to this method also, 
while the feeling among women witnesses against any separate or 
sectional electorate was very strong. We respect this opinion, but 
feel that in some provinces the social difficulties of a woman canvassing 
the votes of men may be insuperable for a few years. 


219. Two other veiy interesting suggestions for filling the special' 
seats have been put forward. The first is the setting apart for 
women of seats in selected urban areas, the electorate for the pur- 
m each such area being the electors belonging to that area, ■ 
both men and v.’omen, the voters having in those areas two votes 
one m the generd constituency, and the other for a woman candi- 

for which th^ were qualified and that those women, who not being 
reterned at the head of the poll, obtained the highe^ percentage^ 
compared wite tlie numbers of electors on the roU m the 
^ competed, should be declared elected, 

roJi in of seats speciaUy reserved for women. The pro- 

posal for selected urban areas is generally speaking easier ^d 
Reaper for a 'woman, but it favours the townswoman^more than the 

might come ferwarf a. candi^ ScS “4? a pS 
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Otit proposals for the represeDtati(m of -woinen. 

220. Pending a decision on the communal question and the deter- 
mination of the exact number of seats in each provincial l^islature 
ire can make no recommendation as to the number of sqats which 
should be reserved for women, beyond the percentage already men- 
tioned. The second proposal seems to be likely to lead to results which 
might be very unfair when candidates are elected by proportions of 
votes east in constituencies where they are not competing against 
one another. Wc are, therefore, inclined to prefer the method by 
which seats will be reserved for women in constituencies, urban or 
rural, formed for the purpose and containing both men and women. 
It is impossible to put forward at this stage any definite suggestions 
regarding the formation of such constituencies, but they should be 
determined when the territorial constituencies are being delimited. 

llie Federal Legislature. 

221. The question of the women’s franchise and representation 
for the Federal Legislature is discussed in paragraph 409. 
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CHAPTER IS.— REPRESENTATION OP LABOUR IN THE 
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURES. 

222. The problem of the methods by which “ the representation 
of labour could most effectively be secured '' in the new legislatures 
was one to which our attention was particularly drawn at the time 
of our appointment. The question is one of great and obvious 
importance and of no little complexity in the special condition of 
India. It may be considered in two main sections : — 

(i) agricultural labour ; 

(n) industrial labour, i.a., labour in organised and unorganised 
industries, commerce and other kindred occupations. 


Statistics. 

223. Before proceeding to a detailed examination of the problem 
under the heads indicated above, it will be convenient to place on 
record certain statistics as to the strength of agricultural and in- 
dustrial labour in India to-day and as to the degree and nature of the 
representation at present enjoyed by labour in the various provincial 
legislative councils. 

224. While the non-agricultural wage-earning population of India 
has been estimated at as large a figure as 25,000,000, thiei number of 
peisons engaged in organised industrial labour alone appears, on 
the best opinion we ean form, to approach five millions. In the 
^6 of agricultural labour, on the basis of the definition suggested 
in paragraph 226 below, the numbers appear to be in the neighbour- 
hood of 23 millions. 


Present representation in legislative councils. 

225. The representation at present enjoyed in the various pro- 
vmcial legislative councils by labour as defined in sub-head (U) 
of paragraph 1 above is as follows : — t 


Madras 

Bombay 

Bengal 

United Provinces 
Punjab 

Bihar and Orissa 
Central Provinces 
Assam 


m. 

3 seats. 
2 seats. 
Nil 
1 seat. 

1 seat. 

1 seat. 

1 seat. 


» • • • . JL otsai/. 

iSe Gowmor^ lepreseiitation is secured by means of nomination by 


1. — ^Agricultural labour. 

The dejSnition. 

tion ^ representa- 

^ ^ definition of agricultural 

labour for our present purpose appears to be the landless labourer or 
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the farm servant who owns or rents no land and who is entirely 
dependent on the employer from whom he receives his wages. The 
question for our consideration is, in the first place, whether it is 
possible to devise a basis for the franchise in rural areas such ^at 
agricultural labour, in the sense defined above, will secure under it 
a substantial representation on the electoral roll ; secondly, whether 
irrespective of the extent to which such representation is secured, 
special representation in the legislatures is required in the case of 
agricultural labour, and, if it is required, by what means provision 
can best be made for it. 


Possibility of securing representation through the general franchise. 

227. The first of these questions is one which has been constantly 
present to ns throughout our investigations. The number of agricul- 
tural labourei*s, their position in the structure of Indian society, the 
importance, at a time when new and extensive responsibilities and 
powers are being placed upon provincial legislatures, of securing 
that the lowest and least organised classes of the population shall have 
some opportunity to influence decisions which may vitally affect them, 
have all w^eiglied with us in our ctosideration of the problem. In 
each province which we have visited, we have accordingly consistent- 
ly applied to the franchise proposals put forward for our considera- 
tion the telst of the extent to which the landless labourer and the 
farm servant would be represented, directly or indirectly, in the 
legislatures. 

228. The chief methods suggested — short of adult suffrage — ^for 
securing the effective representation of the agricultural labourer on 
the electoral roll have been the adoption of the group system, the 
adoption of a system of household suffrage, the adoption as the 
basis of the franchise of the receipt, whether in cash or kind, of 
wages of a certain value, and the adoption of a rental qualification. 

The group system. 

229. We have already indicated in Chapters III and IV the 
reasons for which we are xmable. to accept the group system as the 
general basis of the franchise. While its adoption to represent 
certain well defined and clearly delimited sections of the popula- 
tion might in certain circumstances he practicable, we are definitely 
of opinion that it could not satisfactorily be applied in the case of a 
section of the population so loosely defined, and so fluid in character 
as agricultural labour. 


Household suffrage. 

230. The practicability and desirability of a system of household 
suffrage have equally been examined in Chapter III. For the 
reasons therein stated we have reluctantly rejected it as a general 
basis for the franchise. The practical objections to its introduction 
in the case of agricultural labour alone — in particular the difficulty 
compiling and maintaining an electoral roll---are in. our 
Mew overwhelming, and we are unable to recommend its adoption. 
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A wage-earners' franchise. 

231. We turn to the suggestion for the adoption of the receipt 
of wages, whether in cash or kind, subject to a Tninimum tu 
be fixed, as the basis of the franchise. Prima facie^ it has much to 
commend it, and, were it pi'aetieable, it would largely if not entirely 
solve the problem. But the result of the investigations undertaken 
and the enquiries made by us in various provinces go to show that 
here too practical objections of a decisive character exist to its adop- 
tion. In the first place, assuming an electorate of the type proposed, 
constituted in rural areas on the basis of the inclusion of all agricul- 
tural workers drawing wages above a certain minimum, it is clear 
that very great difficulty must be ’experienced in ascertaining with 
confidence the income of individuals where the majority of employers 
keep no books. This difficulty is aggravated by the fluid and 
migratory character of a section of agricultural labour and 
by the fact that agricultural employment in -the villages' is 
of a seasonal character and is not constant throughout the year. The 
opportunities for manipulating the electoral roll would be 
extensive, and the openings for appeal and objection innumer- 
able. A second and still more serious Objection is that the remunera- 
tion of the agricultural worker is to a large extent paid in kind. 
The difficulty of a^essing the comparative value of wages paid in 
cash and wages paid in kind is likely to be great even in the same 
province, while the varying economic level of adjoining provinces 
could not but result in markedly different wage levels as the basis of 
the agricultural franchise, which might prove a cause of grievance. 
The position is further complicated by the fact that the value of 
wages paid in kind must inevitably vary from year to year with the 
state of the crops and price fluctuations and with local conditions, 
and that the greatest difficulty may be anticipated in striking any 
satisfactory uniform figure. Attractive as is the proposal to adopt 
wages in cash or kind as the basis of the francM’se, the majority of 
us are driven to the conclusion that it is not in present circumstances 
practicable in rural areas in India. 

A house rental qualification. 

232. Finally, we have carefully considered the possibility of 
adopting the payment of house rent as a basis for the franchise in 
rural areas. We have to a large extent adopted the rental qualifica- 
tion ais the basis of the urban franchise which we recommend. But 
in rural areas we ar€^ faced with much difficulty in assessing and 
relating rental values, and we are satisfied that in adopting in pre- 
ference, as a general rule, the payment of taxation or assessment to 
land-revenue of a low amount, we have chosen a basis which will 
secure as representative an electorate as is possible in present cir* 
eumstances. 


Otir conclusion. 

2^3. Our general conclusion in these ciycumstances is that the 
^ solution of the problem lies in the re^uctjon of the 
^oferal franchise qualification in rural areas to the lowest 
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possible. We recognise that even under the extensive proposals 
which we have made and which are summarised in Chapter VII of 
our report, a proportion of the landless labourers and farm 
servants will be left without direct representation. But, short of 
adult suhrage, which for the reasons already given we have rejected 
at the present stage, we can think of no method by which this 
problem can be satisfactorily solved. A proportion of individuals 
in all classes of the population will have no direct vote of their own. 
The real question is whether this class as a whole will seeuie repre- 
sentation on the electoral roll. We are satisfied that the proposals 
made by us elsewhere, if they do not completely solve the problem, 
will go far to ensure that the needs and opinions of that stratum of 
the population now under our consideration will to some extent be 
represented in the legislatures. The proposals in question ’will, if 
accepted, bring on to the electoral roll a large proportion of the 
smaU holders and small tenants throughout India. In Bihar and 
Orissa — ^to take a single example — ^they will ^epfranchise the payer 
of chaukidari tax of 6 annas (say six pence half-penny) a year. 
We are impressed by evidence adduced to us in every province to 
the effect that however great may be on many occasions the diver- 
gence of interest and opinion between master and servant, the line' 
of division, broadly speaking, between the ordinary agricultural 
laboureT and the small tenant is less in India than might he thought 
to be the case ; and that in mahy parts of the country both are to a ' 
large degree drawn from the same class. In agreement with every 
local Government and every provincial committee in India, we con- 
sider that, short of an extension of the franchise to a degree which 
we regatd as impracticable at this stage, there is no means of en- 
franchising agricultural labour as such, hut we are satisfied that 
under the franchise we recommend, it will secure a certain representa- 
tion on the electoral roll. This is more particularly the case in view 
of our proposals for the enfranchisement of the depressed classes^ 
from the ranks of which labour in the country side is so largely 
drawn in all provinces. Moreover — and we regard this as a point of 
definite importance in the present connection — ^the representatives of 
the depressed classes may be expected to assist in urging the needs of 
rural labour in the new legislatures. 

Question of special representation in the legislatures for agricul- 
tural labour. 

234. Before turning to the consideration of the problem of indus- 
trial labour, we may refer briefly to the question of the practica- 
bility of providing special representation in the legislatures for agri- 
cultural labour as defined above. We may observe in the first placer 
that the evidence tendered to us by local governments, provincial com- 
mittees and individual witnesses lent no support to action on these 
lines. The general sense of the evidence was that representation 
could best, and indeed only, he seciired through the influence of voterl^ 
on the representatives of rural areas in the general constituencies. 
The concrete suggestion has b^en made that seats might be reserved 
for landless labour in multi-member constituencies in rural areas 
containing more than a fixed percentage of this class. But after* 
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closer examination of this suggestion, and of the views expressed 
on it by those local governments and committees to whom it was 
referred by ns for examination, we regard it as impracticable. So 
far as the labourer’s interests as an agriculturist are concerned, it 
can be argued that they will be represented by the very large number 
of rural voters who will be on the roll. As r^ards his interests as 
an employee, we feel that in addition to the influence which the 
relatively small number of electors of the agricultural labourer 
class will be able to exercise through their fellow agriculturists and 
thedr representatives in the legislatures, the representatives of labour 
in the legislatures may be reHed upon to interest themselves broadly 
in their welfare as wage-earners. 

n. — ^Eepresentation of industrial labour. 

^here of the federal and provincial legislatures in labour matters. 

235. We would preface our discussion of the question of the re- 
presentation in the new provincial legislatures of industrial labour 
as defined in parapaph 222 above by the observation that, as we 
understand the position, labour legislation will, under the new consti- 
tution, be largely a central subject, under the general control of the 
central legilslature, while the provinces will be responsible for the 
adiniiiistra,tion of the laws affeetii^ labour, and for legislating for 
local conditions within the general framework of the Acts passed by 
the central l^islature. We deal in a separate chapter with the 
question of the special representation of labour in the central legis- 
lature. 

Eepresentation of industrial labour on the electoral roll. 

236. The first problem in connection with industrial labour, 
whether organised or unorganised, is whether it will secure adequate 
representation on the electoral rolls through the franchise proposed, 
and if not, whether special representation should ibe granted to it as 
a function in the provincial legislatures. 

The next question is that of the method by which such special 
representation can best be secured if it is agreed that it is necessary. 

237. As regards the first of these questionjg^ the proposals we make 
elsewhere for the lowering of the franchise will, in our view, bring 
in a considerable number of workers in urban areas of the type now 
under examination. 

In Bihar and Orissa, the payer of the lowest amount of municipal 
tax fRe. 1-8-0 per annum) is being enfranchised. In Madras City, the 
qualifying annual rental value will be reduced to Es. 18. In Bom- 
bay. the occupation of a house or building of the annual rental value 
of 60 in Bombay City, of Rs. 30 in Karachi and of Rs. 18 in other 
imban areas, will qualify. We may remark in this connection that 
the average rent of a single room in a chawl in Bombay is Es. 5-J a 
month. In Bengal, the payment of any rate or local tax will en- 
franchise, while in the United Provinces the rental qualification in 
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urban areas will be reduced to Rs. 24 per annum. A house rent of 
Rs. 12 per annum will qualify in urban areas in the Central Pro- 
vinces and a substantial reduction is also contemplated in the quali- 
fying mmimum in the Punjab. We recognise that even these reduc- 
tions may leave without the vote considerable sections of labour of 
the type now under consideration, and we have carefully considered 
the possibility of devising an alternative basis for the francMse which 
would bring upon the electoral roll, within the limits administratively 
manageable, larger numbers of voters of the working class. The most 
important suggestions for achieving this object which have been 
made to us are the establishment of a franchise based on a rental 
qualification, and the introduction of a wage earning qualification. 

A rental qualification in urban areas. 

238. As regards the first of these suggested bases for the fran- 
chise, our proposals for the urban franchise are in fact to a large ex- 
tent based on a rental qualification. But we think that the objections 
to its introduction on a scale wider than we have proposed are real. 
We have already reduced the urban qualifications for the vote to the 
lowest point we consider p'racticable, and any further reduction which 
would substantially increase the number of voters would in our view 
be likely so to swell the numbers on the electoral roll as to produce 
an electorate of unmanageable size. In the circumstances we do not 
consider the extension of the rental basis for the franchise beyond 
the point recommended in our proposals in Chapter VII practicable 
in present conditions. We recognise that in certain provinces, lodgers 
in towns may fail to secure direct rei)resentation under our proposals, 
but short of adult suffrage, which, as already explained, we consider 
impfractieable, we are unable to devise any method at this stage of 
providing for their inclusion in the electorate. 

A ws^-eamers^ franchise in urban areas. 

239. We have already examined the question of a wage-earners* 
franchise m connection with agricultural labour. For the reasons 
given in paragraph 231, we are unable to accept it as a satisfactoiy 
solution of that pproblem. Conditions in towns are different and more 
favourable to the adoption ol a proposal of this nature. But as will 
be seen, the majority of us think it prefeJrable to deal with labour on 
thej alternative basis proposed by ns in connection with the trade union 
and industrial constituencies recommended later. We are satisfied 
that this will at once be easier to work and will produce an equally 
representative .elector^. 

Necessity of special representation for labour in the provincial 

legislatures. 

240. In these eircnmstances, w.e are of opinion that while a fair 
number of urban workers will secure a place on electoral roll, 
the proportion will not he such as to secure, except in a few cases, 
that urban labour will be able to return representatives of its own 
choice though general constituencies. We are, therefore, definitely 
of opinion, if only for this reason, that special representation is 
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required for it. But from a different standpoint, we may remark 
that we found substantial support throughout India for the principle 
that if special representation is to be granted to capital through 
the reservation of seats in the legislatures for commerce and in- 
dustry, representation should also be accorded to labour. With this 
view, "we are in entire agreement. The importance of adequate re- 
presentation of labour in the legislatures at a time when labour^ ques- 
tions bulk so prominently and when international opinion is so 
much concerned with the improvement of the conditions of the 
workers, is one which hardly calls for detailed argument. We are 
in complete accord with the view expressed by the Royal Commission 
on Indian Labour on page 463 of their report that if special 
electorates are to remain a feature of the Indian constitution, there 
is hardly any class with so strong a claim to representation by this 

method as industrial labour If special constituencies are 

retained, it should be recognised that labour has not less claim to 
representation than employers 

241. The argument has, however, been adduced that, since labour 
under the new constitution will be a central subject, it should 
properly be represented, if at all, in the federal legislature, and 
that special representation in the provincial legislature is unneces^ 
sary. We are unable to share this view. While the responsibility 
for the co-ordination of labour policy and the international repre- 
sentation of India in labour matters will rest with the federal 
Government, the administration of labour legislation must for the 
most part be in the hands of the provinces, and we regard it as 
essentia] that the provincial legislatures should contain repre- 
sentatives of labour who can watch over the provincial administra- 
tion of general labour policy, and can represent the legitimate desires 
and grievances of the industrial labouring classes. 

Methods by which special repi^eutation can best' be secured. 

242. Assuming then the necessity of special representation for 
labour, the question arises as to the method by which this can best 
be secured. Three main choices present themselves : — 

(i) nomination ; 

{ii) election by registered trade unions ; 

(m) election by special labour constituencies. 

We proceed to examine these seriatim, 

(i) Nomination. 

^ ^ 243. It has been generally agreed that the method of nomination 
is inappropriate under the system of responsible government, for 
the reason that it may give to the nominator the power to make 
or unmake governments, while it affords m choice to the members 
of the community concerned, and gives them no training in political 
affairs. It could not, therefore, in oilr judgment be adopted as a 
method of representing labour, though there may be o-ne or two quite 
exceptional cases where no other method of securing any representa- 
tion of a large number of isolated or backward people can at p^resent 
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be fotmd. It is arguable for instance that in the special circum- 
stances of Assam, nomination might be the least unsatisfactory alter- 
native. But even here, we are definitely of opinion that the balance 
of advantage is against nomination, and we cannot regard it as a satis- 
factory solution of the problem of the representation of labour, 

(ii) Representation through Trade Unions. 

244. One argument in favour of this method is the fact, which 
must necessarily carry great weight, that the expert body which so 
recently as 1931, after two years enquiry, analysed in great detail 
the position and conditions of labour in India, definitely recommended 
the adoption as a general rule of registered trade unions of a certain 
standard, and subject to certain restrictions, as the basis of labour 
representation. The recommendation on this point of the Royal Com- 
mission on Labour in India was as follows : — 

If special representation is to be given to industrial labour, 
the method which in our view is most likely to be effec- 
tive in securing the return to the legislatures of the best 
representatives of labour, is that of election by registered 
trade unions. The working of this method should also 
exercise an important influence on the healthy develop- 
ment of trade unionism. Where only one seat was given, 
the trade unions might elect the member. Where more 
than one seat was allotted to labour, the unions could 
either be grouped for this purpose in separate constitu- 
encies, possibly according to industries, or they 

could elect the members jointly. As regards the 
details we recommend the setting up in each 

province of a special tribunal to determine bjefore each 
election the weight which should be given to each regis- 
tered trade union. The tribunal might consist of three 
members unconnected with industry or labour and pre- 
sided over by a high judicial officer. The Registrar of 
Trade Unions should not be a member, but should give 
the tribunal such assistance as they require. The grant of 
the vote should be limited to unions which have been 
registered for not less than one year, and it would be 
the duty of the tribunal, after such investigation as 
was neeessaiy in the ease of each union, to determine 
the actual paying membership and to allocate votes uc- 
corddngly. We recognise that this method may not be 
everywhere applicable under present conditions, and if it 
was found to be impracticable in any case, recourse would, 
be’neeessary for a time to some other method. In Assam, 
for instance, where more effective representation of the 
plantation workers is required, different methods will be 
necessary.’’ 

245. We found in the course of our discussions with local Gov- 
ernments and provincial committees a readiness in the majority of 
cases to agree that where trade unions in India are properly 
organised and reasonably representative, they would, subject to the 
qualifications proposed by the Royal Commission on Labour, form 
a suitable basis for the special representation of labour. As will be 
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seen from the detailed analysis of their recommendations which fol- 
lows, the Q-overnments of Bombay, the United Provinces, and the 
Central Provinces, and the provincial committees in Bombay, the 
United Rrovinees, and the Punjab are prepared at once to accept those 
recommendations either as a whole or in part. But conditions vary 
greatly. La some provinces there are well organised and competent 
trade unions, particular^ in the sheltered trades ,* ^ewhere the 
trade union movement is as yet almost wholly undeveloped ; or, 
while development has begun, it has not yet reached a point at wMch 
the trade union movement can be calted representative of labour as 
a whole. The general trend of the evidence submitted to us went to 
show that, broadly speaking, the movement is as yet in its relatively 
early stages, that the number of industrial workers covered by it, 
even in promnees such as Bengal and Bombay, in which organised 
industry is highly developed, is relatively small ; that women are 
affected by it only in a negligible degree ; and that there could be 
no certainty that industrial labour would secure effective representa- 
tion weire trade unions to be adopted as the sole method of represent- 
ing labour in the legislatures. We recognise that the unions have 
been passing through a difficult period, that their present membership 
is less than it was a few years ago, and that an improvement may in 
the ordinary course of events he looked for in the future. But in the 
light of the evidence we have taken, and of the statistics as to the 
number and strength of the registered trade unions in India rela- 
tively to the industrial population of the various provinces which are 
contained in the statement^ below, we are unable, despite the argu- 
ments in favour of this course, to accept trade unions as the sole 
basis of labour representation : — 


— 

Number 
of rois- 
tered unions 
{March 1931). 

Membership. 

Number of operatives in 
registered factories."!* 

Hftdzas 

17 

36,707 
(809 women). 

142,549 

Bombay 

36 

66,292 
(607 women). 

243,945 

Bengal 

28 

75,756 
(561 women). 

563,877 

United Provinces 

6 

12,843 
(no women). 

^92,161 


*Tliere are in addition a number of miions, some of ‘substantial im- 
portance, whidi are not yet registered or which, iu certain cases, cannot be 
registered imder the present law. 


IThe total industrial population including railways, factories, seamen, 
I^ntation, labour, &e., appears, as will be seen from para. 224 , on the best 
opinion we can form, to approach five millions. 
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— 

Number 
of regis- 
tered anions 
(March 1931). 

Membership. 

Number of operatives in 
registered factories. 

Punjab 

19 

9,931 
(639 women 
aU in one 
union). 

49,549 

Bibar and Oxussa 

3 . 

71 in two 
(No women). 

66,316 

Oantral Provinces 

11 

5,606 
(585 women all 
in one union). 

68,856 

Assam 

m 

NU 

6,721 (in factories other 
than tea stories). 


246. Before passing to our recommendations as to tlie use to be 
made of trade unions in connection -witli the representation of labour, 
we desire to refer to a suggestion which has been put forward that 
it is desirable to accept trade unions as the basis of labour 
representation on the ground that such acceptance would be likely to 
lead to a very considerable development of those bodies on sound 
lines. As we have already indicated, subject always to the condi- 
tions laid down by the Eoyal Commission, we are prepared to accept 
the proposals of a number of provinces for the establishment of 
trade union se,ats in their legislatures, and this action will no 
doubt give an impetus to the development of unions of a satis- 
factory character. It would, however, in our view be contrary to 
the interests of the labouring population as a whole to prescribe 
representation through trade unions as the sole method of re- 
presentation of labour and to offer them no alternative. There 
are cases where trade unions do not exist, or are too weak to be 
entrusted with the function of representation. It is essential in. 
our view to take effective and immediate steps to provide for the 
representation of labour. There can he no certainty that trade 
unions would develop so rapidly as is suggested, or that even if 
they were so to develop, it would he on such lines as to satisfy the 
tribunal proposed by the Eoyal Commission. In these circum- 
stances, there is a real risk that, in the absence of any alternative, 
a large body of industrial labour might, for a very considerable 
time, fail to secure any representation other than that which it 
might be able to obtain through the general constituencies. *W"e 
think, therefore, that it is necessary to provide in addition anothei^ 
form of representation through special labour constituencies of 
the type described in paragraph 250. 

Trade union constituencies. 

247. We consider that in order to qualify as an electoral unit 
for the purpose of voting for a special trade union constituencgr, a 
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union should have been registered for a minimum period of one 
year and have a minimum strengii of 100. In the ease of the first 
dection under the new constitution the period might be reduced 
to six months. Where the tradje union constituency is confined fio 
a single area, voting might be direct. Where on the other hand it 
covers two or more different centres, we suggest election to the seat 
or seats allotted to trade unions in the particular province through 
an electoral college composed of delegates elected in eadi 
union in the proportion of one for every group of 100 voters. In 
the varying circumstances of individual provinces, seats might, if 
conditions made this feasible and desirable, be allotted from among 
the trade union seats to be filled by representatives of particvilar 
trade unions of special importance or a specially laige member- 
ship. 


Qualifilcations of doctors. 

248. The qualifications we suggest in electors in trade nnion 
eonstitueneies are a minimum age of 21, and paying memberdiip 
for at least six months of a registered trade union which has itself 
been in existence for at least twelve months (for the first election 
under the new constitution we recommend as a ^)eeial ease member- 
ship for a Tninimum of three months of a registered trade union 
which has been in existence for at least six months.) 

, Qualifications of candidates. 

249. A candidate for a trade union constituency should in, our 
view he either a member, or an honorary member, or an official as 
defined by the Trade Unions Act, of the trade unions concerned, 
his position in any of these eapaeitiieB to be of not less than one 
year's standing. 

^tablidmient of ^edal labour constituencies. 

250. The alternative which has been suggested to the trade 
unions as the basis of representation is the estahli^imeat of 
special labour constituencies, the electorate of which wonld be 
composed of workers in selected urban and rural areas centres. 
Madras, the United Provinces, the Punjab, and Bihar and Orissa are 
all prepared to agree to the establishment of one or more consti- 
tuencies of this nature, while Bengal is investigating the possibility 
of securing representation for labour through special constituencies 
based on the group system. While constituencies of tbia type are 
I>o®ably not the ideal solution of the dafficult problem before .us, 
they have the great merit of bringing in unoiganised as well as 
organised lalwnr ; and we regard them as being in present conditions 
the most satisfactory solution, in combination with trade nnion con- 
stituencies, of labour representation in industrial areas. We suggest 
that if a trade union exists m any industry or trade for which a 
special constituency is provided, it should be eombiiied, for electoral 
pur poses, with other trade unions in the same area or province. 

‘electorate for these constituencies shonld in^ude the workers 
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on the roll of any factory or other industrial undertaking employ- 
ing a ToiTiiTnum of ten persons, , 

Qualifications of electors. 

251. The qualifications we suggest for electors in the special'; 
labour constituencies are a minimum age of 21, and continuons , 
employment with ^y employer for a period of six months imme- 
diately prior to the preparation or revision of the electoral rolL . 

We would exclude the clerical and supervisory staff, leaving 
them to vote in the general constituencies. But we would admit 
foremen, sardarsy jobbers, mistries^ and other persons of similar- 
standing to the electoral roll. 

Qualifications of candidates. 

252. We are inclined to think that the balance of advantage 
rests on the whole with avoiding too rigid a restriction of the limits 
within which %. candidate for the special labour constituencies may 
be chosen. We regard it as important, on the other hand that, so far 
as this can be secured, he should be in a position genuinely to re- 
present the mass of the working class population in his constituency. 
The committee are divided in opinion as to the qualifications to be 
required in a candidate for election in a special constituency* 
Some of ns consider that no restrictions should be placed on can^- 
dates. Others would require a candidate to be an elector in the 
special constituency, or to be a paying member, an honorary mem- 
ber, or an official of a registered trade union. "^J^ile fully conscious 
of the objections to a restriction of this nature, they think 
it desirable to provide that sardars, jobbers, head jobbers, and 
persons standing in a similar relation to workers should not be 
eligible to stand as candidates for special labour constituencies. 
In the ease of plantation labour they would have no objection to 
a candidate being drawn from outside the special constituency if 
necessary. 

Distribution of labour representation as between trade union seats 
and special labour constituencies. 

253. In the preceding paragraphs of this chapter, we have indi- 
eated^ that trade union constituencies, and special labour 
constituencies,^ arc in our judgment the appropriate solution in 
present conditions of tbe problem of the representation of labour, anfl 
we have made suggestions for the general basis of the electorate 
for the eo7istituencies in question, and the qualifications to 
he required in electors and candidate.s. Before we turn to an 
examination of the proposals of the various provinces in the li^t 
of these conclusions, we wish to emphasize the extreme importance 
of avoiding any overlapping between the trade union and the 
special labour constituencies, whether in the same industry or in 
the/same geographical area. The problem is one of much difficulty, 

62 
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and will require careful working out in consultation with provin- 
cial authorities and labour organisations. It is impossible for us 
in the time, and with the information at our disposal to deal with 
it adequately, and we confine ourselves accordingly to recording in 
the ease of individual provinces the total number of seats which 
we consider should be set aside for the representation of labour, 
leaving (save where we feel in a position to express a provisional 
opinion), the allocation of these seats as between trade union and 
labour constituencies for settlement at a later date in connection 
with the general delimitation of constituencies. In recommending 
the number of seats to be allotted to labour in each of the provin- 
cial legislatures, we have been influenced in our decision not only 
by the number of seats at present allotted to both commerce and 
labour, but also by the size of the industrial population in each 
province, and its distribution both geographically and by industries. 

254. We now turn to the detailed consideration of the proposals 
submitted by the various provinces. 

i 

EEOOMMENDATIONS OF THE PEOVINCBS. 

MADEAS. 

Views of the local Crovemmxent and the provincial franchise 

committee. 

255* The local Government and the provincial committee agree 
in recommending the establishment of special labour constitu- 
encies in selected centres of industrial population. The provincial 
committee suggest that the electorate should be composed of all 
those in the areas in question who are usually employed as factory 
workers, mechanical transport workers, and dockyard or port 
workers ; who are not employed on clerical duties or the like ; 
or who have been members for a period of one year of a perma- 
nent registered trade union and have paid their union subscription. 
The local Government agree as to the desirability of special indus- 
trial constituencies but would base the electorate on workers in 
factories registered under the Factories Act. They make no 
reference to membership of a registered trade union as a quali- 
fication. They suggest the imposition of a minimum monthly quali- 
fying wage of Es. 12 for men and Es. 8 for women, together with a 
qualiEying period of employment of six months in the year pre- 
ceding the preparation or revision of the electoral roIL The 
provincial committee make no suggestion as regards a minimum 
qualifying wage or a qualifying period of employment. But, in 
a^eement wifli the Government, they consider that the vote 
should be granted only on application by the worker. 

256. Tinder the proposals of the local Government a candidate 
lor, ■file special labour constituencies must either be on the electoral 

of any of those constituencies in the i^resideney, or have teen 
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a member for two years preceding his nomination of a registered 
permanent trade union of industrial workers in the Presidency 
with a strength of not less than 500 members. The committee, 
recognising that it may be difficult for employed workers to get 
away for sessions of the council without losing their employment 
would make persons on any electoral roll for the legislative coun- 
cil eligible as candidates. 


Our proposals. 

257. We understand that the local Government contemplate the 
provision of two seats in a house of 210, and the provincial com- 
mittee three seats in a house of 220. In view of the general in- 
dustrial development of Madras, and of the extent to which trade 
unions have been organised in that Presidency, we recommend the 
avocation to labour of six seats in a house of approximately the 
size suggested. As explained above, we make no specific recom- 
mendation for their allocation as between trade union and special 
labour constituencies, though we may note that the railway and 
textile unions appear to have reached a relatively high degree of 
development, and that there is an important labour population in 
mufassal towns whicb could not at present easily be represented 
by the trade union constituency. 

BOMBAY. 

Views of the local (Jovemment and the provincial franchise 

committee. 

258. In the case of Bombay, where the trade union movement is 
more strongly developed and more highly organised than in other 
parts of India, the local Government and the provincial franchise 
committee agree in recommending the adoption of registered trade 
unions as the basis of representation of organised industrial labour 
on the lines, and subject to the restrictions, suggested by the Eoyal 
Commission on Labour. For unorganised labour in towns, the 
Government favour nomination, the committee making no specific 
recommendation, though it records that in the opinion of most of 
its member^ such labour would be strongly represented on the 
ordinary electoral roll of the general constituencies. Organised 
labour would be represented by members elected by an electoral 
college to be formed by registered trade unions composed of 
manual workers throughout the Presidency, electing delegates in 
the proportion of 1 for every 20 members of such trade unions. 
Provision should be made in the electoral rules that trade unions 
which send delegates to the electoral college shall require adequate 
standards of paying membership ; and the registrar of trade unions 
should also be given adequate powers of scrutiny for this purpose. 
Candidates for election should be ordinary or honorary members 
of at least one yearns standing of a registered trade union Which 
is itselE of at least one yearns standing. 
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Otir proposals. 

259. The number of seats at present reserved for labour in 
Bombay is three in a house of 114. We propose the dloeation of 
eight seats in the new legislature of about twice the size. Besides 
Bombay, there are other important industrial centres such as Ahmed- 
abad, Karachi and Sholapur. Here as elsewhere we make no recom- 
mendation as regards their distribution between trade union and 
special labour constituencies, though we observe that the existence of 
relatively vigorous roistered trade unions in Bombay City should 
tend to facilitate the task of allocation in that area. We note how- 
ever that while the total number of women in industry, and parti- 
cularly in the textile industry, is considerable, the number who are 
members of registered trade union*', is negligible, and we recom- 
mend that special attention should b.. paid to this point. 

BENGAL. 

Views of the local Government and the provincial franchise 

committee. 

260. In Bengal, the local Government and the majority of the 
provincial committee favour the grant of special representation 
to labour throagh the group system. The local Government indicate 
that they consider that nomination is the best method of securing 
adequate representation for industrial labour, but they are prepared 
to make an experiment through the group system to secure representa- 
tion for : — 

(a) workers in jute and textile factories, 

(b) workers in coal mines, and 

(c) tea garden labour, 

if nomination is considered undesirable or impracticable. 

261. We are unable to regard nomination as desirable, and we 
have invited the Government of Bengal to make experiments of the 
nature suggested by them. We await the final result of their 
investigations. This they were unable to communicate to us before 
the signature of our report, but they have informed us that, on the 
gumption that no age lim i t outside the Mines and Factories Acts 
is imposed, the approximate numbers who would secure representa- 
tion in Bengal in the three groups of workers referred to in para- 
graidi 260 would be as follows 

jute and textile mills . . 300,000 

coal mines . . . . 45,000 

toa gardens ., .. 170, 050 Cthis figure is 

' bo be a rough 

gde^). 
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Onr proposals. 

262, The problem of representation of labour is of partienlar im- 
portance in Bengal, the industrial population of which appears to 
exceed 1,000,000. Two seats are at present reserved for labour in a 
legislature of 140. We recommend, with one dissentient, that eight 
seats should be set aside in the new and enlarged legislature pro- 
posed. We leave the allocation for decision during the delimitation 
of constituencies which will take place at a later stage. We would, 
however, observe that the number of registered trade unions in the 
Presidency is 28, that their strength in March 1931 was 75,756 (of 
this total 54,000 is accounted for by four unions), and that certain 
trades, notably^ jute and textiles, y^ould appear to afford a basis 
for the formation without difSculty of special labour constituencies. 
There are also large planting and mining interests in the province. 
While the largest concentration of labour is in the jute mills, trade 
union organisation in that section, of industry is at present very 
deficient. 


THE UNITED PROVINCES. 

Views of the local Govemment and the provincial franchise 

committee. 

263. Organised industrial labour in the United Provinces exists 
only in Cawnpore. Of the 92,000 persons (including some 7,000 
women) employed in factories registered under the Indian Factories 
Act, 35,000 are concentrated in Cawnpore district ; six other districts 
have between them 35,000, while the remainder are spread over 32 
districts. In these circumstances, the local Govemment recommend 
the establishment of a special industrial constituency for Cawnpore to 
embrace all adult labourers who for six months have been employed 
in factories (as defined in the Factories Act) on wages of Rs. 12 per 
mensem or over. They calculate that in this manner about 50,000 
operatives will be enfranchised. But, in the opinion of the local 
Government, the operatives will find the greatest difficulty in 
combining to return a representative in places other than Cawn- 
pore even if the wage qualification is as low as Rs. 12. They 
therefore propose to reserve a further seat for representation 
through trade unions on the understanding that those unions 
shall first be recognised by a tribunal such as that recommend- 
ed by the Whitley CommissioBj, and that no union shall be 
admitted for this purpose until the tribunal is satisfied that 
it embraces a number of workers so substantial as to be 
representative of the interests of the industry concerned. The pro- 
vincial committee would reduce the wage qu^difleation to Rs. 10 but 
are otherwise in general agreement with the proposals of the local 
Government. 


Our proposals. ^ 

264. We recommend the provision of three seats in the new 
Legislature, their allocation to be determined during the delimita- 
tion of constituencies. 
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PUNJAB. 

Views of the local Govenunent and the provincial franchise 

conunittee. 

265. The Grovernment of the Punjab in the light of discussion 
with the' Ind i a n Franchise Committee would allot one seat to labour, 
to be filled by a special electorate composed of the factory popula- 
tion receiving wages above a certain figure to be fixed, and employed 
continuously for a certain minimum time. The provincial com- 
mittee are of opinion that even under the reduced franchise proposed^ 
industrial workers will not be able to secure representation in' 
general constituencies. They therefore recommend, with one dis- 
sentient, three seats for labour in a legislative council of about 
200, two to represent unorganised urban labour through special 
constituencies, and one to represent registered trade unions. 

Our proposals. 

266. We are prepared to agree to the allocation to labour of 
seats on the scale proposed by the provincial committee, leaving thfeir 
distribution between trade union and special labour constituencies' 
for settlement at a later stage when the constituencies are being de- 
limited. 


BIHAB AND OBISSA. 

Views of the local Govenunent and the provincial franchise 

conunittee. 

267. This province contains two important industrial areas, wz.y. 
Jamshedpur with its suburb Jugsalai, and the Jharia colliery area 
in the Manbhum district. The local Government recommend the 
establishment for Jamshedpur of a special industrial constituenQr. 
The provincial committee suggest a separate urban constituency 
based in Jamshedpxm on being a wage earner (in the Tata Iron and 
Sted Company) with two or more years’ stervice, being in receipt of 
Be. 1 a day as wages, and having a holding or shop for which some 
rent is paid. These qualifications would give an electorate of about 
15,000 (induding a certain number of women labourers) in Jamshed- 
pro. In JugsaM, where municipal tax is paid, there wor^ be no 
diffienhy in fixing a suitable qualification. 

268. The local Glovemment further recommend a special con- 
stituency for tile Jharia colliery area with qualifications on the samfe 
general lines as proposed in the case of Jamshedpur. They are not 
prepared to increase the number of sjiecial constituencies beyond two. 

add, “ It may alw Ite found desirable and practicable to create 
diyular fr a nc h i s e quaUfic^ons for the eollMpy and min^ig' labour 
piiCiC in tile Hazaribagh collieries and in ■tbe mines in Singhbhuna 
and Palamau and to amalgamate the special deetorate so formeit 
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with the electorates of one otjier of the two special constituencies ”, 
to which reference is made above, but they are not prepared to create 
more than two special constituencies in all, and remark that it is 
possible that the Singhbhum and Palamau mining labourers should 
merely be enfranchised by special qualifications and should vote in 
the general constituencies. 

269. The provincial committee recommend for the colliery are^ 
that colliery labourers should vote in a general constituency, a cert^ 
standard of wages, say Rs. 150, and residence for a year or so, being 
fixed as an alternative qualification so as to enfranchise the labourers 
in these areas. ‘ ‘ One or more rural constituencies could easily be so 
framed as to give a preponderance of votes to the eoUiery labourers, 
in order to enable them to elect men of their own choice, and the com- 
mittee recommend that this should be done.” 


Our proposals. 

270. In view of the scattered nature of the industries in the 
provinces which include the great iron and steel works at Jamshedpur, 
and the planting districts in the North, besides the i^ing 
areas, we recommend the allocation of four seats to labour in the 
new and enlarged legislature. On the question of their allocation we 
would remark only that the weakness of the trade union movement 
would appear from the statistics furnished to us to be relatively 
greater in Bihar and Orissa than in any other province. 


CENTRAL PROVINCES. 


Views of the local Government and the provincial franchise com- 

mitteei. 

271« The local Government recommaid the allocation of one 
seat (out of a total of 100) to be filled through trade unions sub- 
ject to examination of each union by a tribunal as laid dbwn by the 
Whitley Commission. The committee, who recommend no re- 
presentation for commerce recommend in these eireumjtances no* 
q)ecial representation for labour. 


Our proposals. 

272. We recommend the establishment of two labour %ats. Here 
as elsewhere we leave the question of their distribution as between 
trade union and special labour constituencies for decision when the 
constituencies are being delimited at a later stage. 
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ASSAM, 

Vfews of the local Govenment and the provincial franchise 

committee. 

273. We now come to the province of Assam which presetits 
problems of a quite special character. Industrial labour is of 
negligible importance, covering as it does only some 12,000 souls in 
all ; and we are in agreement with the locd Government and the 
provincial franchise committee that special representation is un- 
necessary for it. But the number of labourers in the Assam tea 
gardens is very little short of a million. ^ These labourers are at 
present represented only by a representative of the labouring, 
classes generally who is nominated by the Governor to the provincial 
legislative council. They have no trade unions and no method of 
securing that their wishes or views should receive a hearing. Tfie 
fact that they are drawn from different pairts of India militates 
against their combination for the purpose of securing representation. 
The strong feeling of the Assam provincial committee, in these 
circumstances, was that labour in the tea gardens should be repre- 
sented by nomination. The local Government concur. Tlhey would 
be prepared to allot three seats for the purpose in the legislative 
fcouncil, leaving it to the Governor to try and devise for any area 
some system under which the labourers themselves couldl be consulted. 

Our proposals. 

274. As we have already indicated, we are in principle opposed 
to nomination ; and even in the quite special conditions of the 
Assam tea gardens, we cannot regard it as a suitable solution of 
the problem of labour representation. It is clear, however, that a 
substantial labour representation is justified by the size of the tea 
garden population and the proportion it bears to the total population 
of the province f and we recommend the allocation of four seats to tea 
garden labour. Having regard to the fact that there are no trade 
unions in Assam, and that election is likely to present problems of 
special difficulty, we suggest consideration of the possibility of filli-ng 
jthose seats by the organisation of special labour constituencies or the 
group system. 


Conclusion. 

2i75, We have indicated earlier in this chapter that we have 
accepted the principle of the representation of industrial labour in 
%he legislatures through a combination of trade union and si>eeial 
labour constituencies. The force of labour is in its numbers. Until 
a further lowering of the franchise secures it more wholly adequate 
ifepresentation in the general electoral roll, the proposals we have 
made wiH, we:tfaink, go far to meet its claims. We trust in the 
interim periodT aUd while special consideration is ^ven in fee legis- 
laiures to other interests, fee special inteirests M labour^, biKlii .oj^ 
nised ax^d unorganfeedy^ will secure the repiresentaiien 
merits. 
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276. The following table sets out the figures for the represent^ 
tion of labour, present and proposed,* in the provincial legis- 
latures ; — 



Existing 

Proposals of 



represen- 

tation. 

Local 

Govern- 

ment. 

Provincial 

Committee. 

Our 

proposals. 

Madras 

NU 

2 

3 

6 

Bombay 

3 

No special 
prop 

3 number 
osed. 

8 

Bengal 

2 

Ditto. 

8 

United Provinces 

m 

2 

2 

3 

Punjab 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Bihar and Orissa 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Central Provinces • * 

I 

1 

m 

2 

Assam •« 

1 

3 

-• 

4 

Total 

9 


•• 

38 


*A supplementary note by the Hon ’Me Mr. Miller will be 
found on page 195. 
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CHAPTER X.— THE DEPRESSED CLASSES. 

277. The Prime Minister in his letter of instmctions stated 
follows : — 

It is evident from the discussions which have occurred in 
various connections in the Conference that the new consti- 
tution must make adequate provision for the representa- 
tion of the depressed classes, and that the method of re- 
presentation by nomination is no longer regarded as 
appropriate. As you are aware, there is .a difference of 
opinion whether the s:ystem of separate electorates should 
be instituted for the depressed classes and your com- 
mittee’s investigations should contribute towards the 
decision of this question by indicating the extent to 
which the depressed classes would be likely, through 
such general extension of the franchise as you may recom- 
mend, to secure the right to vote in ordinary electorates. 
On the other hand, should it be decided eventually to 
constitute separate electorates for the depressed clashes, 
either generally or in those provinces in which they form 
a distmct and separable element in the population, your 
Committee’s inquiiy into the general problem of ex- 
tending the franchise should place you in possession of 
facts which would facilitate the devising of a method 
of separate repr^entation for the depressed classes.” 

278. In c^rying out our investigations we carefully followed 
these instructions. We gave the matter a prominent place in our 
questionnaire, and afforded every opportunity to the public to 
place before us their views both orally and in writing. 

Definition. 

2?79. The first problem which confronted us was to decide who 
the depressed classes are. This question was raised in 1916 in 
consequence of a resolution moved in the Indian Legislative Coun- 
cil. The Government of India addressed a letter to local Gov- 
ernments stating that some definition was required of the term 
depressed classes It was suggested during the discussion in 
the Indian Legislative Council that the expression depressed 
classes ” should include ; — 

(а) criminal and wandering tribes, 

(б) aboriginal tribes, and 
(c) nntouchables. 

In 1917, Sir Heniy Sharp, Educational ComMssioner with the Qot- 
emment of India, also prepared a list of depressed classes in which 
he mdaded : — 

(«)' abor%inal at hill tribes,' 

(h) depressed eiasses, and 
(<j) eriminal tribes. 
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In preparing liis list, Sir Henry Sliarp said : — The depressed 
classes form the xinelesan castes whose touch or even shadow is 
pollution. But a wider significance is often attached to the ex- 
pression, so that it includes communities which though not abso- 
lutely outside the pale of caste, are backward and educationally poor 
and despised and also certain classes of Muhammadans. Some 
have interpreted it as simply educationally backward. The task 
of defining is made difficult by doubt as to where the line should 
be drawn and the elastic differences of such classes as dwell on 
the borderland of respectability. Sometimes the whole community 
declares itself to be depressed with a view to reaping special con- 
cessions of education or appointment.^^ 

280. It will thus be seen that the term “ depressed classes ” 
has been used to cover various classes of people such as criminal 
and wandering tribes, aboriginal tribes, untouchables and some- 
times other backward and economically poor classes. The group- 
ing together of such diverse elements for the administrative con- 
venience of Government in dealing with questions relating to the 
social and economic uplift of these people gave rise to no public 
criticism. 

281. The Southborough Franchise Committee in 1919, adopted 
the test of untouchabiKty. It divided the Hindu community into three 
classes. Brahmins, non-Brahmins and others, and in the category of 
* others \ it included only the untouchables. The Statutory Commis- 
sion adopted the definition ‘‘ causes pollution by touch or by approach 
within a certain distance (Vol. I, page 40). The Indian Central 
Committee said, we would confine the term to those who are classed 
as untouchables’^ (page 43). 

282. If the depressed classes are to be recognised as a 
distinct element of the population for political purposes, it is 
necessary, so far as possible, to have a more precise classification of 
them. We consider, for the reasons which we state below, that the 
term depressed classes ” should not include primitive or aboriginal 
tribes, nor should it include those Hindus who are only economi- 
cally poor and in other ways backward but are not regarded as 
untoaehables. 

283. We are of opinion that the term should be applied only 
to those who are ^ untouchables ^ and this was the definition 
adopted by us at the fourth meeting of oui: Committee in Delhi on 
S^ebruary 4th. 

284. In response to a request from the United Provinces fran- 
chise committee, our chairman said that the term depressed classes 
should be interpreted for the purpose of the present inquiry as 
meaning untouchability, that is to say, pollution touch or 
approach, as it exists in the United Provinces^’. Th^ appears to 
us to be the nearest approach to a general formula that can be laid 
down to define the depressed classes and we shall presently 
indicate certain broad lines on whiph it should be possible to apply 
it as a test in arriving at definite population figures of these classes. 
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Ijsts of depressed cbsses. 

285. The actual classification of castes by the application of cer- 
tain social criteria or tests can be undertaken on detailed and scien- 
tific lines only during a census of the whole population, and we 
must therefore turn to the census reports for guidance in this matter. 
The first attempt to classify castes was made during the census of 1911 
when Census Superintendents were instructed to enumerate castes 
and tribes classed as Hindus who do not conform to certain standards, 
or are subject to certain disabilities. These disabilities were divided 
under ten heads, two of which we quote below as generally accepted 
tests of untouchability : — 

" (7) are denied access to the interior of ordinary Hindu 
temples, 

(8) cause pollution, 

(a) by touch, 

(Z>) within a certain distance.” 

286. We accept these tests of “ untouchability ”, and our pro- 
posals in regard to the “ depressed classes ” should extend only 
to those castes who are included in these categories. 

287. In 1921 the Census Commissioner prepared a list of 
* depressed classes ’ but did not himself lay down any definition for 
the guidance of provincial superintendents. Nor does it appear 
from the reports that a classification was made during that census 
under the ten heads prescribed in 1911. We are indebted to the 
^nsos Commissioner (Dr. Hutton) for the following note regard- 
ing the procedure adopted in the census of 1931 : — 

“ The instructions of the Government of India for the talring 
of this census concluded with the following enjoinder : 

‘ The Government of India also desire that attention 

be paid to the collection of information conducive to a 
better knowle^e of the backward and depressed class- 
es and of the problem involved in their present and 
future welfare.’ 

In that connection the following instructions were issued to 
the various Superintendents of Census (derations in 
India : — 

* For this purpose it will be necessary to have a list of 
eastes to bef induded in depressed classes and all pro- 
vinces are asked to frame a list applicable to the pro- 
vmce. 'acre are very great difSculties in foaming a 
list of this kind and there are insuperable difficulties in 
framing a lisi: of deprei^ classes which will be annlic- 
able to India as a whole.’ ^ 

A subsequent instruction ran as follows : — 

‘ I have explained depressed castes as castes, contact with 
whom entails purification on the part of high caste 
H is not intended that the term should have. 
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any reference to occupation as such, but to those castes 
which by reason of Iheir traditional position in Hindu 
society are denied access to temples for instance, or 
have to use separate wells or are not allowed to sit 
inside a school house but have to remain outside or 
which suifer similar social disabilities. These disabi- 
lities vary in different parts of India being much more 
severe in the south of India than elsewhere. At the same 
time the castes which belong to this class are generally 
known and can in most parts of India be listed for a 
definite area, though perhaps the lists for India as a 
whole will not coincide/ 

The question of the preparation of lists for each province was 
discussed at a meeting of the Superintendents of Census 
Operations in January 1931 before this census took place. 
It was agreed that each province should make a list of 
castes who suffered disability on account of their low 
social position and on account of being debarred from 
temples, schools or wells. No specific definition of de- 
pressed castes was framed and no more precise instruc- 
tions were issued to the Superintendents of Census Opera- 
tions because it was realised that conditions varied so 
much from province to pro'^’ince and from district to 
district even within some provinces that it would be' un- 
wisci to tie down the Superintendents of Census Opera- 
tions with too meticulous instructions. The general 
method of proceeding prescribed was that of local enquiry 
into what castes were held to be depressed and why, and 
the framing of a list accordingly. It was decided that 
Muslims and Christians should be excluded from the term 
depressed class and that, generally speaking, hill and 
forest tribes, who had not became Hindu but whose reli- 
gion was returned as tribal, should also be leixcluded and 
in the numbers of depressed classes given below these 
principles have been followed. A note on the depressed 
and backward classes in Assam submitted to the Fran- 
chise Committee by the Superintendent of Census Opera- 
tions (Mr. Mulian) for that province affords a very clear 
example of the way in which these principles were intend- 
ed to be applied and have been applied hy' Superintend- 
ents of Census Operations.^’ 

Provincial Estimates of Depressed Classes. 

Madras, Bombay and the Central Provinces. 

288. Local Governments and committees, in response to our re- 
quest, gave us an estimate of what they considered to be the depressed 
class population in their respective provinces in accordance with our 
definition. In the three provinces, Madras, Bombay and the Central 
Provinces, the distinction between the depressed and other classes of 
the Hindu community is clearly defined, and there is general agree- 
ment between the provincial committees and local Governments in 
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regal’d to the mimbers and castes to be included- We are also 
satisfied from the replies which we recei’ved to our questionnaire 
and from the statements of witnesses who appeared before us that 
the numbers for these three provinces are not disputed by other 
communities in these provinces. The census estimates of 1931 
closely correspond to the numbers given to us by the committees. 
In view of this unanimity we are ourselves prepared to accept the 
figures given to us as substantially correct, and believe that they 
are not likely to be open to serious criticism. The estimates of 
the Bombay Government are based on the investigations of a com- 
mittee of officials and non-officials appointed by that Government 
in 1930 to report on various economic and social problems affect- 
ing the depressed classes in that Presidency. Social conditions in 
the Central Provinces are not very different from those prevail- 
ing in Bombay. The figures given by the Government are the 
result of detailed investigations carried out over a period of 
eighteen months by the Census Superintendent in consultation 
with district officers. The tests applied were the same as those 
■which we have now accepted. In the Central Provinces some 
castes are listed as untouchable in certain districts only. We 
consider that for electoral purposes they should be treated in 
these districts as belonging to the depressed classes, and if the same 
conditions prevail elsewhere, the same principle should be applied. 
The depressed classes in Madras have already been scheduled by 
notification under the Madras Local Boards Act of 1920, and there 
is, we understand, no controvert in the pro’vince in regard to the 
official classification. 


Bihar and Orissa. 

289. In Bihar and Orissa also there is practical agreement hi 
r^ard to the castes which should he included in the team ‘ depressed 
clifises We asked the local Government and the provincial com- 
mittee to ^ve us the numbers of the depressed classes in the province 
<m. the basis of untomdiability and unapproachability. The Govern- 
ment referred us to a note of their Chief Secretary in whi<fii the 
position of the depressed classes in the province was Explained, and 
which they stated would give all the information available. During 
the misQS of 1911, a complete classification was made under the ten 
eategm;^ mskd, in the note mentioned, the Chi^ Secretary proceeded 
to d^uss each of those castes with reference to present conditions, 
fmd e^ted that the depressed classes in the province amounted to 
between 5 and 6 millions. He added that the problem of the 
depressed dasses does not exist in an acute form in the province 
where the imiditions are different from those which obtain in 
southern India. The Chief Secretary’s total includes the Dusadhs 
numbering 1,300,000 r^arding whom he observes as follows : 

“ They are striving to rise in the social scale. * * • . 
Educationally they are backward and as a result have 
few Government posts. They would hardly admit that 
they are a depressed class except when it is question of 
Government appointmenl” The pro-vincial committee. 
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however, states that the Dusadhs are generally regard- 
ed as ' untouchable ^ — ^all the evidence which we re- 
ceived was to the same effect — and have included them 
in the list of castes which the}’’ have classed as depressed. 

290. The Chief Secretary pointed out in his note that the 
criteria adopted in 1911 led to the inclusion of a large number of 
aboriginal tribes who are really outside the Hindu religion, ^ese 
tribes have now been excluded from the Chief Secretary’s of 
the depressed classes in the province. The provincial committee 
also gave us an estimate based on the census of 1931. They also 
exclude the aboriginal castes and also Christians, Muslims 
and Animists, and gave us an estimate of 4.3 millions as the 
population of depressed classes in the province. In view of the 
general agreement between the Chief Secretary’s list of castes and 
that of the provincial committee it has not been difficult for us to 
arrive at a final figure for this province. The estimate given by 
the provincial committee is an accurate one based on the census 
figures of 1931, and we have verified that the total of 4.3 millions 
is correct. We, therefore, accept this as the estimate of the num- 
ber of depressed classes in that province who fall under the defini- 
tion which we have accepted. 


Assam. 

291. The Assam Government adopted a more elaborate method 
of classifying the ‘ depressed classes ’ in the province. They sub- 
divide them into 

(a) Hindu exterior castes, 

(b) aboriginal tribes, and 

(c) tea garden labourers. 

Under our definition we are only concerned with those includ- 
ed under head (a ) . There is in Assam no caste who, as in 
Malabar, are ‘ unapproachable whose touch necessitates immediate 
purification and who are not allowed to attend schools with other 
castes. And there are no difficulties worth mentioning in ’the pro- 
vince as regards the drawing of water from public wells and such 
other matters- Nevertheless, there is a clear and unmistake- 
able distinction between the “ caste ” Hindus and those whom the 
local government classed as exterior castes ”. The latter, though 
noit literally ^'untouchable”, are yet "unclean” castes, and the 
main test that distinguishes them from others is that water touched 
by them is not acceptable to others. Moreover, these castes, though 
within the Hindu fold, are not allowed access to temples in which 
the higher castes worship. There is also the further distinction 
that members of these castes are generally connected with tradi- 
tional occupations which are considered by caste Hindus to be 
degrading. Their touch or shadow is considered to pollute food 
or water, Brahmins will not officiate at their ceremonies and barbers 
will not serve them. The Census test of 1911 in regard to access 
to the interior of Hindu temples applies to the castes d^gnated 
" exterior castes ” in Assam. We have stated the other tests which 
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were applied in order to shoir fhat gi*eat care lias_ been taken in the 
classideation of these castes and we accept the estimate of the popu- 
lation of “ depressed classes ” in this proTinee. During our 
cussions, however, the question was raised regarding the indufflon 
of two coimnunities, namely, the Suts and N'aths of the Assam valley 
amongst the “ exterior castes The Provincial Census Superin- 
tendent excluded these two castes from his list for the Assam Valley 
while he included them in the Surma YaUey. We referred the 
matter to the Assam Government and their view was that the matter 
should 1^ left to the wishes of the two communities, and we suggest 
that in drawing np a final list this should be done. The total for 
the exterior castes given by the Census Superintendent is 655,000, 

United Provinces, Bengal and the Punjab. 

292. As regards the remaining provinces, namely, the United 
Provinces, Punjab and Bengal, there is no similar agreement 
between the local Government and the proTineial committee in 
r^ard to the number who should be classed as “ depressed ”. 


(a) United Provinces. 


293. The greatest divergence of opinion was revealed in the 
United Provinces where we received various estimates. The majority 
of the provincial committee came to the eondusion that the only 
oonanunities which could be classed as “ untouchables ” in the pro- 
vince number 581,000, and include only 3 castes, namely Bhangis, 
Dorns and Dhanuks. The depressed class members question the cor- 
rectness of the definition, but stated that if it is to be regarded as 
final, they agree that only the three classes mentioned fall under the 
definition “ depressed ”. A full account of their views and of those 
of the provincial committee and the local Government will be found 
in the appendix volume of our report. 


294. The Honhle Mr. E. A. H. Blunt, Member of the Executive 
Council of the United Provinces, in a note specially prepared for 
UB, estimated the “ untouchables ” at 9,181,315. But he did not 
coafine himself to the interpretation of nntonchability which we have 
adofted. He remarks as follows in paragraph 16 of his note : — In 
tbeoi?, ilM following practices would make a tribe or caste permanent- 
fy antouenable, at aU events to a Bralunin : — 

(1) the following cxf some undean prof^ion, such as 

scavenging ; 

(2) the keeping of pigs, or the eating of unclean food, such 

as pork or beef ; 

(3) vagranc^r, unle^ there is a settled home to which the tribe 

or caste oceasionaJIy returns. 


.It. received in connection with the census of 1931, from 

the ^ncts, show that the average Brahman still regards these 
iw^ces as c^nying wtb them a theoreticjal stigma of untouch- 
ability, even though that stigma, as already explained, may now 
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be lightly regarded. There is, moreover, a marked and growing 
tendency to make imtouchability a personal and not a caste attri- 
bute. Formerly, every person born into a caste, the members of 
which followed some degrading practice, was treated as permanently 
nntonehable. At the present day, any caste, or any section of a 
caste, or any individual who has abandoned the practice which made 
him nntonehable, becomes touchable. The village Chamar,* for 
instance, will remain imtouchable so long as he handles dead animals, 
but the Chamar who has become a saddler (zingar), or a cobbler 
{mochi)^ or a groom (syce), is not. This has happened even 
amongst Bhangis, for there is a case recorded of a municipal latrine- 
cleaner, who having first risen to the rank of jamadar of scavengers, 
subsequently abandoned that occupation altogether, and is now no 
longer regarded as untouchable by his fellow-citizens. And all 
recent evidence suggests that, at the present day the castes that 
would, as a whole, be treated as untouchable are very few, — ^the 
Bhangi, the Dom, and the wandering tribes ; and these would be 
untouchable not only to the Brahman but to all orthodox Hindus. 
The whole idea of untouchahility, in fact, is now fast disappearing.’^' 
The lists of castes which he includes under his classification are 
mentioned by him in an appendix to his note. 

295. The Government of the United Provinces in their first report 
observed, with Reference to a proposal that the representation of 
depressed classes should be by nomination, that the Governor should 
be guided though not necessarily restricted, by a schedule of depressed 
classes which should he drawn up for his use and that this schedule 
should at least include the following classes. The list is based on the 
information given in Mr. Blunt’s note and it is intended to indicate 
those classes for which there can be no doubt that special considera- 
tion is required (the components of the group referred to are given 
in Mr. Blunt’s note) 


Dhanuk 


127,581 

Chamars in rural areas estimated at . . 

4,187,770 

Bhangi group . . 


349,053 

Eolarian group 


125,356 

i)oiti group 


109,906 

Pasi group 


1,446,155 

Hffl Dom 


326,012 

Vagrant tribes 

.. 

111,981 


Total 

6,773,814 


In their final reply they observed as follows : Government are in- 
formed that the chairman of the Indian Franchise Committee has 

*Iii view of this distinction Mr. Blunt has excluded two million urban 
Chamars from the list of untouchables 


uZ 




116 


CHAPrm^ x. 


given a definition to the Chairman of the prodncial eommitteie which 
wonld confine the depres-sed elabses to those who cause “ pollution 
by touch or approach as it exists in this pro\'ince If so, the actual 
number would be reduced to 459,000. and on that definition it would 
be impossible to secure representation for other than those restricted 
clasies. At the same time the local Government feel that it is neees- 
aaay to take into consideration classes other than those so defined 

296. A third estimate of 12.6 millions is given by the Census Com- 
missioner. This list is based on instructions issued by the Census 
Commissioner and quoted in paragraph 287 above. It contains the 
following classes : — 


List A. — ^Untouchable and depressed. 


1. Tribes and castes which are untouch- 
able and depressed on account of 
their unclean habits chiefly in the 


matter of diet 

— 

. . 2,840,159 

2. Vagrant tribes 


.. ^ 110,447 

3, Those who follow 

miclean 

oeeupa- 

tions 

► * 

. . 8,263,823 


Total 

.. 11,203,929 


Idst B. — ^Toutfliahle but d^iressed. 


Degraded tribally through their 
habits and customs 

118,433 

Depressed on account of their tradi- 


tional occupation 

1,269,224 

Total 

1,387,657 


_ These lists were made available to ns just before our report was 
si^ed and we therefore have had no opportunity of diseussing them 
with the local Government or the provincial Committee. 



BEPKESSED CLASSES. 


Ilf 


(b) Bengal. 

297. We asked the local Government and the provincial com- 
mittee to give us a hst of the castes and sub-eastCKS together with an 
estimate of their numbers, which in their opinion are depressed 
in Bengal, applying the criteria of untouchability and unap- 
proaehability. The Government of Bengal stated that the list 
of castes to be included in the depressed classes was under revision, 
but forwarded a list of those castes which are at present classed as 
depressed, with a corresponding list taken from the 1931 census in- 
dicating the omissions and additions which have been proposed. 
They stated that the decision of the Government regarding these 
additions would be arrived at after ascertaining the views of the 
castes concerned, but that it would be impossible to come to hnal 
conclusions in time for submission to us. They, therefore, adopted the 
1921 list and based their replies to our questionnaire on the num- 
bers which were classed as depressed in 1921. The provincial com- 
mittee, on the other hand, stated that according to the criteria laid 
down by us there was only one caste in Bengal, numbering 72,01X), 
which satisfied the tests. We observe, however, that the committee 
which originally left the matter to the local Government have 
omitted certain castes (Mehtar, Dom and so on) about whose 
untouchability there is no dispute. The depressed class member 
on the committee dissented from this view and submitted to ns a 
separate note in which he gave a list of over 80 castes, which agreed 
with the list given to us by the Government. This dissenting 
minute, although it contained the signatures of seven members of 
the committee, was subsequently referred to in a letter received 
by ns from four other members to the effect that the note was 
signed after the committee had dissolved. It would also ap- 
pear that those m’embers* who signed the dissenting note agreed 
only in regard to the question of separate represepatation of the 
depressed classes. There is no reference to numbers in their own 
notes. A few days before onr report was signed, we received a 
telegram from the local Government to the effect that up to the 
date of the telegram the revised figure for depressed elates in the 
province was* 10.3 millions. This total includes the Rajban- 
sis, numbering 3,804,371, who have themselves asked for ex- 
clusion, and who, it is generally agreed, should be excluded. 
Certain Mil tribes should also be excluded. The balance wiU 
number about 7J millions. In Bengal a list of castes was 
drawn up during the 1911 census wMch satisfied the criteria of 
untouchability which we have adopted as a general definition. The 
local Government will, no doubt, examine the varying figures which 
have been given to us, and we think that there should now be no diffi- 
culty in arriving at a final estimate of the numbers after the local 
Government have completed their enquiries in regard to the castes 
which should either continue on or be taken off the list in 
accordance with tbeir social position at the present time. We, 
therefore, suggest that on the lines alreadjy indicated by us a com- 
plete classification should be made of the depressed classes in the 
province as soon as all the information required by the local 
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Govemment has been eolk-cted. For the present, -we give in the 
table at page 119 the estimates which have been supplied to us. 

(o) Punjab. 

298. The Government of the Punjab have given us an 
estimate and also a list of castes, numbering 1.3 mil lions, who are 
classed as depres‘»d in the province. This number includes the 
Ad-Dharmk who say that they are not now Hindus, and the 
Bjunrlaiiis who are said to be Sikhs. In their final report, the 
majority of the provincial committee consider that there are only 
two ca.stes v.hich satisfy the test of untouehability in the province. 
A minority of two members accept the estimate given by the Gov- 
ernment. Here again there is a complete list of easte§ in the 
census report of 1911 which satisjfy the two tests which we have 
adopted as general criteria for estimating the number of depressed 
classes. In view of the disagreement between the Committee and 
the Government and of the doubtful position of the Ad-Dharmis 
and Ramdasis we consider that a further investigation should be 
made vith the help of the list of castes given in 1911, and that 
a final list should be drawn up of the castes which satisfy the test 
indicated above. 

299. From the summary wHeh we have given above of tiie in- 
formation collected by us in these three northern pnovinees, namely 
Bengal, the United Provinces and the Punjab, it is evident that 
we cannot, in the time at our disposal, give any final figures of 
the numbers of the depressed classes in them. We have indicated 
above the general lines on which the investigation should proceed, 
and we would only add that if the local Government is satisfied 
that a particular caste or a great majority of a caste does not wish 
to he treated as a depressed class, its wishes should be respected. 
Further consideration will be given to the revised lists at the next 
st^e. 

800. We subjoin a table showing the estimate of a number pf 
authorities, including those of the provincial Census Snpdriutendents 
of each province which have been supplied to us by the Census 
Conunissioner. 
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301. "We now turn to the second question referred to us, as to 
“ the extent to which the depres..sed classes will be likely, through 
such general extension of the franchise as we may recommend, to 
secure the right to vote in ordinary electorates Though there is 
wide difference of opinion in some provinces I’egarding the castes 
which should be classified as depressed, there is no dispute that the 
depressed classes constitute a substantial portion of the population 
of India as a whole. Taking the mean of the estimates in the fore- 
going table, they number roughly 35 millions out of a total population 
of 257 millions. They have in recent years made their mass influence 
felt in matters which for centuries have been outside their traditional 
sphere and customary limits. With the advent of responsible gov- 
enmment and the awakening of political consciousness amongst these 
people we consider it of the highest importance that they should 
have the means of expressing their needs and opinions in the new 
councils. 


302, When ve consider, however, what number of the depressed 
classes will qualify for registration on the electoral roll under our 
general franchise proposals, we are confronted by a difficulty. As 
their name implies, the great majority of the depressed classes will 
have_ at present neither the minimum property nor the educational 
qualifications _ we popose. That does not apply universally. As 
“ untouehability ” is a social or religious and not an economic test 
a considerable number of the depressed classes will find their way on 
to the electoral roll, for in some provinces numbers of them are 
both proeiperous and well educated. But it is certain that they will 
not, on the general franchise qualification, secure admission to the 
electoral rolls in numbers proportionate to their population. 

303. It is impossible to say with any approach to accuracy what 
will be the number of the depressed classes who will be enfranchised 
^er our proposals. The figure will not be disclosed until the roll 

M pj^arod. But we asked! the various provincial govemments 
^ ^7^ us &e <dose^ e^;mate they can, taking for the purpose the 
d^hon of untouehabflify given above. Only three ^ovinees 
(tfa(}ra% Bombay and. the XJnited Provinces} were able to give ns 
esfama^ for the province as a whole. In the other provinces an 
analj^ has been madte in one or two typical constituencies and we 
suBunan® the results below. 


304. In Madras, where the percenteige of- the depressed 
population is 15, the total number of depressed class electors that 
wm on the roll under the general qualification for the province 
be approximately 366,000 or 5 per cent, of the total number 
^ non-Muslim voters. In Bombay, 

the d^ressed classes form 8 per cent, of the population and the prob- 
able depressed! class electorate is 65,000, or 2 per cent, of the total 
mectorate and 2.5 per cent, of the non-Muslim, electorate. In th'e 
(Jmted Proraces, where the percentage of the depressed class popu- 
lation (on the Government’s definition as explained in paragraph 
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295 above, and in the footnote to the statement on page 119) is 
about 14, nearly 644,000 voters wiii get on the roll. This gives 
them a percentage of 8.6 of the total electorate or 9.2 per cent, of tlie 
non-Muslim electors. 

305. In the Nagpur district of the Central Provinces where the 
depr^sed class population is 24 per cent., or 6 points above the 
average for the pimunce. the probable voting strength on the rent 
or the revenue qualification of Es. 10 proposed by us will be 10 
per cent. On the other hand, in the Khulna district of Bengal, 
where the percentage of the depressed class population to the non- 
Muslim population is 66.3, the percentage of depressed class voters 
to the non-Muhammadan voters will be 62. The Government of 
Bengal stated that similar results are likely to be obtained in seven 
other districts. In the remaining districts, however, they state that 
there is no chance of the depreased classes being able to return their 
representatives through a general constituency. The Government 
of Bihar and Orissa have analysed tlie voting strength of different 
communities in three urban and eight rural areas, and inform us 
that 5 per cent, of the depressed classes would be enfranchised in 
these areas, taken together, on the general franchise qualifications 
proposed by us, namely six annas chaukidari tax. In the three 
urban areas, the voting strength of the depressed classes is 5.4 per 
cent, of the non-Muslim electorate and in the rural areas 9.1 per 
cent., against a population percentage of 11.4 for the province as 
a whole. The provincial committee also sent us the same figures 
and state that they do not feel justified in drawing any definite 
inference from them in regard to the enfranchisement of 
the depressed classes in the province as a whole. The census 
statistics district by district were not available to the Assam Govern- 
ment during our enquiry and they were, therefore, unahle to supply 
us with an analysis of probable voters by caste. They reported sub- 
sequently that in five districts, the depressed classes, as defined* 
by them, will probably, on tbei basis of the enfranchisement of ten 
per cent, of the population, have a voting strength varying from 
ten per cent, to thirteen per cent, of their population. The peVcen- 
tage in the other three districts will be 9.5, 8 and 6, respectively. 
The Government of the Punjab have not been able to supply us with 
any statistics bearing on this point. 

306. It is impossible, therefore, for us to give an exact estimate 
of the numbers of the depressed classes who wiU, undeir our pro- 
posals, secure the right to vote in ordinary electorates. It is true 
that in certain limited areas, they may obtain enox^h voters to 
form a majority or at least a considerable minority of voters in a 
single constituency. We have already referred to the position in 
Bengal, In the Central Provinces, the depressed classes form a 
large proportion of the tenantry in the three eastern districts and 
in, one of these districts, they will form 32 per cent, of the total 
electorate. On the other hand, in the Madras Presidency and in 

*In these calculations are included ex-tea garden labourers and back- 
ward tribes who do not fall within ^oiir definition of depressed classes. 
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the Mahratta country in Bombay 

are gt-neraUy found fairly evenly distributed m ^ the 
In the other provinces, with the exception of the Punjab, the e-nd^ce 
which we have received is to the effect that there is no concentra|gon 
of these communities in particular districts or tracts, but that tney 
are diffused throughout the general population. In the 1’^^" 
they are found mostly in the southern and the eastern dmtricte 
where the Hindus predominate. But these qualifieafaons do no 
detract from the fact that the depressed classes will, under our 
proposals, except in some districts of Bengal, obtain representation 
on the electoral roU in a ratio far below their population ^u^ 
and that they uill not be able, in most constituencies, to ^ermse 
any influence over the elections proportionate to th’eir population. 


307. We have referred in the opening chapters of this report 
to the administrative difficulties in the way of extending the frma- 
chise more widely than we propose, and it seems clear to us that 
under any system of franchise which can be devised within this 
limit, the voting strength of the depressed classes in proportion to 
their population must fall far short of that of other weE-defined 
The Indian Statutory Commission remarked : — 
“ in the long run, the progress of the depressed classes, so far as 
it can be secured by the exercise of political influence, will depend 
on their getting a position of sufficient importance for other ele- 
ments to seek their support and to consider their needs ”. Political 
influence is largely wielded by the vote, and whatever system of re- 
presentation is ultimately decided upon for them, we are of opinion 
that their interests as well as those of the country at laige will be 
best served by bringing on the dectoral rolls of the provinces a 
larger proportion of the depressed classes than our general proposals 
will now secure. We, therefore, recommend that some form of 
differential franchise ^ould be devised whereby the levelling up of 
the depressed class vote may be possible. With this end in view, 
we specially invited consideration in our original questionnaire of 
the possibility of the appEcation of the group stystem of nepresenta- 
tion to them. For the reasons given in the earEer part of tMs report 
we are unable to recommend file group system. A variety of pro- 
posals have also been put before us which we summary bdow z — 


(a) the enfranchisement of viEage servants ; 

(5 )• the bare Eteracy qualiflcation ; 

(c) the household unit scheme ; 

(d) the two-vote system ; 

{«) the enfranchisement of wives of depressed class voters ; 
(/) some reduction of the standard property qualification. 

We discuss the merits and demerits of eadi of tiiese proposals 
below 


(a) ViEage servants. 

308. The (Jovemment of the Central Provinces recommend that 
aE vil^e watchmen who number roughly 50,000 should be en- 
franchised. They suggest this qualification on the analogy of the 
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existing qualification of other village officials such as the lAnibardar, 
pa4el and patwaH. The Bombay provincial committee recommend- 
ed a similar extension to the village servants in that province. 
In their subsequent report, however, they propose the household 
unit scheme, which we describe below, in preference to their 
original proposal. In other provinces no similar proposals have been 
made. The merit of this scheme is that in Bombay and the Centr^ 
I’roVinces the post of village watchman is a hereditary one, and is 
always held by a member of the depressed classes. We also under- 
stand that in the Madras Presidency there are three kinds of village 
servants, namely the Talayaris numbering 32,000, and Vettis and 
Nirganti$ who together number about 31,000, and that most of the 
latter and some of the former belong to the depressed classes. We 
understand that there is, elsewhere, no similar system of hereditary 
office confined to the depressed classes. But we recommend that in 
Z'ladras, Bombay, and the Central Provinces the proposal should be 
given effect to as a suitable means of bringing on the rolls members 
of the depressed class communities who would not otherwise be en- 
franchised, but who are likely to be able to exercise their vote intelli- 
gently. We note that this expedient would bring very few women on 
to the roll. 


(b) Bare literacy. 

309, The literate population of the depressed classes in the 
Punjab according to the 1931 census is 10,384 (9,252 males and 
1,132 females) and in the United Provinces 41,901 (38,366 males 
and 3,535 females) and in Bihar and Orissa 31,586 (29,603 males 
and 1,983 females). These figures refer to literates of 5 years of 
age and over, and we are unable to say how many of them will 
come on the electoral roll. We were unable to obtain :^ures for 
the other provinces, but we were informed by the Census Commissioner 
tJ;at we might safely assume that depressed class literates of the age 
of 20 and over would nowhere exceed 2 per cent, of the depressed class 
population. We see no administrative difficulty in th'e application 
of this qualification. As in the case of women it could be arranged 
that members of the depressed classes desiring to be placed on the 
roll should satisfy the proper authority that they were literate by the 
production of a certificate from an authority appointed by Govern- 
ment, such as a magistrate, a schoolmaster, or a school inspector. Its 
advocates have put this suggestion forward on the ground that it 
would encourage the spread of education amongst the depressed 

On the other hand, it has been urged that as it is a qualifi- 
cation which We have proposed for women it would be inappropriate 
to extend it only to depressed class men. 

(c) The household unit scheme. 

310. The basis of the scheme is briefly that every housdiold or 
family belonging to the “ depressed classes ” should be taken as 
a unit for electoral purposes, and allowed to select one representa- 
tive for entry on the electoral roll. If, however, the member of 
the household so selected is already on the roll under the general 
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property qualification, the faimly would not have a second vote. 
In other words, there would be one voter for each depressed cUiss 
family. This suggestion, again, has found no support except with 
the Bombay provincial committee. Its chief advantage is that it 
spreads the voting power uniformly over the whole community. Its 
disadvantages are firstly, that the preparation of a roll of depressed 
class households would throw a great burden on the administrative 
machine at the time of the preparation of the electoral rolls ; second- 
ly, that it wotild not bring any appreciable number of depressed 
class women on the electoral roll, and thirdly, that the system wotild 
add ^out 6 to 8 million voters to the rolls throughout India, and 
that it would enfranchise a larger proportion of the depressed classes 
than of other sections of the population. This addition to the 
electorate which we have proposed might lead to an administrative 
breakdown, but the difficulty would be lessened if the scheme were 
applied only in rural areas. 


(d) The two-vote system. 

311. The Madras Government and committee both suggested that 
the depressed class ” voters should have a vote in a separate 
depressed class constituency and also in the general non-Muham- 
^dan constituency. By this means the votmg strength of the 
366,000 depressed class voters who would come upon the rolls under 
their proposals would be doubled so as to form about 10 per cent, 
of the total depressed class population. Their object also appears’ 
to have been to secure some dii-eet representation for the depressed 

without a complete communal separation 
of the depressed classes from the rest of the non-Mtislim com- 
munity. We put their suggestion to some of the other Govern- 
ments and committees, but the only support we received for it 
was from the Central Provinces Government who somewhat liesi- 
pro^fjf whether the concession would 

The s^^stion has also been made that even if there are no 
asparate electorates, the depressed class voter should have two 
electorates The chief advantage of thTl^toe 
tioSf increase the voting stren^ T^thout any Ki- 

tional burden on the administration. The^jection, however has 

Ste tf enfranchised and that by confining thi 

^ richer section of the depressed classes onliTitwouM 
fail to cany out the spirit of the Prime Minister's instoucto 

^ (©) Wires of voters. 

Propo^ to enfranchise the wives of aU deoressed 
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depressed class electorate but that it would also bring a large ntm- 
ber of women on the electoral rolls, a result which in their opinion 
is not likely to be achieved either by a property or by a literacy 
(iualification. On the other hand, the proposal has evoked very 
strong criticisra. It is pointed out that it is very undesirable to 
pick out for enfranchisement women from the highest and from the 
lowest strata of society Tvhile leaving out a very large number of 
middle class women. Further, as in the ease of the double vote, it 
would concentrate the voting power among a single section of the 
depressed class communities, and so tend to the gradual formation 
of a dominant political section amongst them. It has also been 
urged that an electoral system which denies the vote to one man and 
gives it to the wife of another man who already has it, is bound to 
cause great discontent among the various sections of the depressed 
classes who may infer that sufficient thought has not been bestowed 
on the general needs of the community. 

(f) Lower property qualification. 

313. This proposal was also made to us towards the end of our 
enquiries and we were not able to obtain the views of local Govern- 
ments and committees in regard to it. In Madras, Bengal and 
Bihar and Orissa, where our franchise scheme is based on the pay- 
ment of a minimum tax, there is no possibility of the application of 
this proposal. In other provinces, howe%’er, where the qualifications 
rest on the payment of rent or land revenue, it might be possible to 
lower the qualification still further in the case of the depressed 
classes so as to bring a lariger number of them on the electoral rolls. 
The main objection to this scheme is that it would create a consider- 
able amount of work for the staff engaged in preparing the electoral 
rolls, as it would be necessary to pick out the members of the de- 
pressed classes from a very large number of others who would be 
shown in the revenue rolls as possessing the lowered qualifications. 
In many eases this might involve personal enquiries from the revenue 
payers. 

314. Some of our number, including Dr. Amhedkar, disapprove 
wholly of methods (d) and (e) of increasing the depressed class 
electorate. They prefer a limited electorate in which the electoral 
power is evenly distributed to an enlarged electorate in which electoral 
power is overweighted in favour of one or the other element of the 
depressed class population. Other members of our Committee how- 
ever feel that these may be the only ways of adding to the depressed 
class electorate. 


Our conclusions. 

315. We think that the village servant qualification should in any 
case be adopted in Madras, Bombay and the Central Provinces. 
Every effort should be made in all provinces to bring the depressed 
class electorate up to their population ratio, or in any event as near 
as possible to 10 per cent, of their population strength, except in 
Bihar and Orissa where the general proportion of enfranchisement 
is only 9 per cent, of the total population. For this purpose we 



126 


CHAPTEE X. 


i^ard the literacy qualification as the most suitable means to 
employ in the first instance. We would leave full discretion to local 
Governments as to the further measures which they should adopt if 
such measures are neeessaiy to produce a satisfactory level of enfran- 
chisement. Conditions vary greatly in different paii:s of India, and 
the objections which have been pressed on us in regard to any parti- 
cular scheme may have less weight in some provinces, while on the 
other hand, local conditions may discount the advantages which have 
been urged in regard to another scheme. We would therefore ask 
local Governments to examine in detail each scheme, and adopt, if 
it is found necessary to do so, whichever they think is the most suit- 
able for their province. In any event, we repeat that it is of the 
greatest importance that the voting strength of the community should, 
by one or other of these means, be raised in each province as nearly 
m pi^ble to the proportion tvhich we have suggested above. 
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CHAPTER XI.— REPBESENTATIOX OP ilTNOE MINORITIES 
AND SPECIAL INTERESTS IN THE PROVINCIAL LEGIS- 
LATURES. 


Minor Minorities. 

316. A complete and detailed selienie for tlie composition o£ each 
of the provincial legislatures must deal with the representation of 
the Europeans, the Indian Christians and llie Anglo-Indians. With 
the possible exception of the Indian Ohri^-lians in parts of Madras 
none of these communities could secure representation in the provin- 
cial legislatures through the general constituencies. The provincial 
Governments and committees have, broadly speaking, recommended 
that these communities should continue to be represented in the new 
constitution. It is impossible for us to make any recommendations 
as to the numbers of seats which should be allotted to them pending 
a decision of the communal question and of the sixe of the legislatures 
which depends upon it. But the majority of us agree in principle 
that representation should be secured to them in the new legislatures. 

Special Interests. 

337. The special interests at present represented in the provin- 
cial legislatures, other than women and labour, with which we deal 
separately el^where in this report, fall into three groups : 

(i) commerce and industry, 

(ii) landholders, 

(i^) universities. 

The first of these groups covers European trade and commerce, Indian 
trade and commerce, planting, mining, and other special constituen- 
cies such as that at present reserved for the cotton trade in the 
Bombay provincial council, 

318. In the absence of a communal settlement, it is not possible 
for us to do more than discuss the general basis upon which, in our 
view, representation should be accorded to these interests, though in 
accordance with the suggestions of the Round Table Conference w.e 
make certain tentative proxjosals as to the number of seats to be 
reserved in the ease of all three groups. 

(i) Commerce and Industry, 

319. The representation at present accorded in the various pro- 
vincial le^idative councils to commerce, industry and the aUied sub- 
jects of mining, plantin'^, the cotton trade, etc., is shown in the tabu- 
lar statement appended to this chapter. It will be seen that a not 
unsubstantial representation is accorded to those interests and the 
evidence before us almost without exception supports the view that 
they shoidd continue to receive separate representation in the new 
legislature. 

320. It is unnecessary to emphasise the importance of securing 
the presence in those legislatures of men, Indian and European, 
qualified to speak with inowledge and authority on the economic 
issues before the legislatures on the bearing of tariff and other laws 
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on the international market and on the variety of other subjects con- 
nected with trad^, commerce and industry wdiich call for expert con- 
sideration from time to time. The suggestion has been made that the 
general constituencies can be relied on to return in sufficient numbers 
members whose experience is such as to enable them to speak with 
authority on commercial and industrial questions and that special 
i^presentation for commerce and industry is imnecessary in the new 
legislatures. We are unable to accept this view. Functional repre- 
benxation is assuming increasing importance under modem 
conditions, and the arguments in favour of making special 
provision for the presence in legislative bodies of business 
and economic experts is in our judgment a strong one. 
While general constituencies may not infrequently return 
individuals w^hose knowledge and experience is such that they 
can make contributions of value in discussions on commercial and 
industrial questions, those members speak primarily as representa- 
tives of their general constituency, and they may on occasion find that 
the claims of that* constituency are difficult to reconcile with a 
wholly dispassionate examination of particular economic issues. 
There is moreover no certainty that persons qualified to speak with 
authority on these largely technical matters will be returned through 
the general constituencies. The danger that in the absence of sp'ecial 
representation for commerce and industry the new legislatures may 
find themselves deprived of expert advice when it is most needed is 
in our view a real one. The civil service which advises the ministers 
has hideed an expert and intimate knowledge of the ordinary 
administration of the country. But its members have, as ^ gener^ 
rule, no first hand experience of those great commercial, industrial,’ 
and banking undertaKngs which play a rapidly increasing part in 
the life of every community in the modem world. It is therefore 
in Our considered view desirable in order that^the l^islature may be 
better equipped to deal with economic subjects, that a certain number 
of seats should be filled by representatives of commerce and industryv, 
who will speak in the legislatures from the expert and technical point 
of view. 

321. While for the reasons we have given we favour the don-^ 
tinned representation of commerce and industry in the legislatures, 
we are impressed by the criticism that such special interests should 
not form a block of such a size or such a character as seriously to 
affect the balance of parties formed by representatives of territorial 
constituencies and so of the general mass of the population, ' Our 
object is essentially to make expert knowledge available in the legis- 
latures and not to give any particular voting strength to individual 
interests. 

322. We recommend, in these circumstances, the retention of the 
seats at present allotted to commerce, industry, and trade in the 
provincial legislatures, without any proportionate increase in their 
number consequent on such increase in the size of those -legislaitures 
as may ultimately be approved. 

323. We have given consideration to the claims for special re- 
presentation advanced by organisations speaking for trade and eom- 
meree in various provinces other than those already represeirted. 
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The commercial and industrial organisations now recognised for the 
purpose of representation in the legislatures are, in our view, fully 
capable of representing the interests of industry and commerce as 
such. We do not, in these circumstances, recommend any increase in 
the number of the existing constituencies. But we think that the 
desirability of some rearrangement or redistribution of those consti- 
tuencies should be further examined at the stage of the delimitation 
of constituencies generally. 

Method of representation of commerce. 

324. As regards the method of representation of commerce, we 
are satisfied that the method of representation through associations 
has worked fairly satisfactorily in the past, and we recommend that it 
should be continued in the future. We are of opinion that those 
specif commercial and industrial interests which are at present 
represented by nomination should in future be represented fay election 
by the appropriate association. It has been pointed out that in some 
eases the rules o-f those associations which are recognised for the pur- 
pose of electing members to the legislatures might be so applied as 
seriously to affect their representative character. We have no evi- 
dence that this has in fact occurred, but we consider that the point 
shoula be borne in mind, and the position reconsidered, if it should 
at any time appear to Government that they are no longer repre- 
sentative of the interests assigned to them. 

325. The Chambers of Commerce in Bombay and the United 
Provinces draw attention to a defect in the existing electoral 
rules, which make it necessary for the firms which are members of 
the Chambers to nominate a representative to vote and act on their 
behalf in connection with elections to legislative bodies. Frequent 
changes in the personnel of partners, directors or managers may result 
in ’disfranchising many firms at the time when an election takes 
place. It is suggested that the name of the firm should appear on 
the electoral roll, and that the firm should depute some one to act on 
its behalf in an electoral capacity. We think that the point is one 
which merits consideration. 

326. We have carefully considered a suggestion made to us that 
Indian and European business organisations should elect their re- 
presentatives through a joint electorate. There has, however, been 
no demand from the Indian commercial community for joint repre- 
sentation, while we are satisfied that the European Chambers of 
Commerce are at present averse from joint electorates. In the cir- 
cumstances, we feel that unless and until a mutual understanding is 
reached between European and Indian commerce, we should not be 
justified in modifying the existing position. 

Our detailed recommendations. 

327*.. We think it desirable to explain briefly, before setting out 
our det^ed^ recommendations, the reasons which have led us to our 
conclusions in the case of the following seats : — 

(i) There is at present no active mining interest in the Central 
Provinces and we therefore accept the recommendation of 

I 
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the local Government that the seat at present reserved 
for mining should be abolished. 

(tt) In the case of Madras, the Madras Chamber of Commerce 
and the Madras Trades Association have agreed to 
combine for the purpose of returning their quota of re- 
presentatives in the council. We recognise the diversity 
of interests as between trade and commerce. But in 
the special circumstances of Madras, and having regard 
to the agreement in question, and to the fact that in 
the Punjab the representation of trade and com- 
merce has been amalgamated since 1920, we recommend 
the amalgamation of trade and commerce in the present 
case, and the retention by the combined interest of its 
present quota of representatives. 

(in^ The Government of Bombay recommend the abolition of 
the seat at present reserved in the provincial legislative 
council for the cotton trade, biit do not assign any 
reason for their recommendation. The provincial com- 
mittee favour its retention but consider that it should be 
filled by election (by a method to be devised) and not 
as at present, by nomination. We are on the whole 
dispos^ to accept the view of the provincial committee 
and propose accordingly that the seat should be re- 
tained, but on an elective basis. 


Existing constituencies in provincial legislatures. 

328. Subject to the modifications indicated in the preceding 
paragraph, the list of existing constituencies is as follows : — 

Madras. 


. No. of 


Madras Chamber of Commerce and Madras Trades 
Association 

South Indian Chamber of Cmnmeree 
Natukottai Nagarathars Association 
Madras Planters 


3 


1 

1 

1 


Bombay. 

Bmnb^ Chamber of Commeree . . 

Kara<M Chamber of Commeree . . 

Bombay Trades Association . . 

Bombay Millowners’ Association 
Ahmedabad Millowners’ Association 
Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau . . 
Cotton Trade • . . 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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Bengal 

Bengal Cliamber of Commerce . . • . . . 6 

Indian Jute !&Iills Association . . . . . . 2 

Indian Mining Association . . . * . . 1 

Indian Tea Association . . • . . . 1 

Calcutta Trades Association . . . - . . 1 

Bengal National Chamber of Commerce . . . . 2 

Bengal Marwari Association . . . . 1 

Bengal Mahajana Sabha . . . . * . . 1 

United Provinces. 

Upper India Chamber of Commerce . . . . 2 

United Provinces Chamber of Commerce • . . . 1 

Punjab. 


Punjab Chamber of Commerce and Trades Association 1 


Punjab Industries . . . . • • . • 1 

Bihar and Orissa. 

Indian Mining Association . . . . • . 1 

Indian Mining Federation . . • * . . 1 

Planters . . . ^ . . . 1 

Industries other than planting and mining . . . , 1 

Central Provinces. 

Commerce and Industigr , . , . . . 2 

Assam. 

Planters , . . . . . . . • . 5 

Commerce and Industry . . . • . . 1 


We think this Hist should be retained, subject to any re- 
arrangement or redistribution which may be found desirable on the 
closer examination which will be made at the stage of delimitation 
of the constituencies. 


(ii) Landlords. 

329. The special representation at present allotted to the great 
landlords in the provincial legislatures is shown in the tabular 
statement appended to this chapter. As will be seen, a total of 
thirty-two seats is at present reserved for them in provinces other 

i2 
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than Assam, the numbers varj-ing from six in Madras and the United 
Provinces to tliree in the Centrd Provinces and Bombay. 

330. The Statutory Commission expressed the view that the 
owners of the larger estate who are in the electorate of the special 
landlords constituencies are at present returned to the legislatures 
through the general constituencies in such numbers that “ the 
special protection now furnished may safely be withdrawn They 
added, however, that if this recommendation was accepted, and if 
landlord candidates failed to secure throi^h the general consti- 
tuencies the proportion of seats at present reserved for them, power 
should be given to nominate members of the landlord class up to that 
proportion. The recommendation of the Statutory Commission found 
support neither from the provincial governments concerned nor from 
the Government of India. 


331. The question is one which has figured largely in our dis- 
cussions in the various provinces which we have visited. ‘Whole a 
section of public opinion is averse from recognition of the special 
claims of landlords, local Governments and provincial committees, 
though not always unanimously, have without exception recom- 
mended' the retention of the representation at present accorded ei'ther 
at its present strength or with an increase proportionate to the 
increase proposed in the size of the legislatures. 

332. The considered view of the majority of our Committee is in 
favour of retaining special representation for landlords. The fran- 
chise wliich we recommend is such that in the proiinees as in the 
federal legislature, representation will become increasingly pop'ular 
in character, and 'the chances of the great landlords securing ret'uro 
in the future through the general constituencies correspondingly 
less. We are satisfied, moreover, that the abolition of the special 
representation at present accorded, at a time when the representation 
of other special interests is retained and when both the electorate 
and the pe of the legislature are being increased, would give rise 
to a not illfounded sense of grievance. Finally, the existing landlord 
electorates in the difl’erent provinces conskt in the of men of 
position who exorcise an important influence in the country side, who 
have the leisure and the means to travel and acquire experience 
beyond their own locality, md who are well qualified to speat with 
authority on matters affecting agrieul'tuTe' and rural life — q'uestions 

which wm inevitably bulk prominently in the busine^ of the provin- 
cial legislatures. ^ 


^3. While for these reasons we r^ard it as important ■to retain- 
wemm repres^tation for landlords as an interest, we ar^ of opinion 
ttot here, ^ in the ease of the other special interests, representation 

w ® ^ ^®lanee of parties in the 

legidatur®. We recommend m ^ese circumstances that the present 
number of landlord constituencies should he retained, hut that the 
number of seats at present aUotted to them should not be increased 
increase in the size of the various provincial 
legislatures as may TUtnaately be approved. The possible redistribn- 
fion or re-arrangement of the landlord constituencies should be 
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further examined at the stage when the constituencies generally are 
being delimited. 


(iii) Universities. 


334. Seats are reserved for universities in the present legislative 
councils in every province except Assam where there is as yet no 
university. The general sense of the Committee is in favour of the 
continuation of “Sbie special representation at present accorded to 
these bodies, and, so far as evidence on the subject has been tendered 
to us, this view has met with general support from provincial Govern- 
ments and provincial committees. In the case of the university of 
Nagpur, the local Government originally expre^ed the opinion that 
sp^ial representation was not necessary. It was ascertained that 
their view was based on the fact that the university representative 
had not in the past or^narily been a representative of learning, and 
they subsequently indicated that in the event of the electorate for 
the university seat being changed from the graduates to the senate, 
they would have no objection to its retention. 

335. We are not unanimous as to the composition of the electorate 
for university seats. The majority of us consider, however, that 
the balance of advantage rests with election by the registered 
graduate and not by the senate or the court alone, one important argu- 
ment in favour of this view being the fact that in many cases the 
senate is largely formed by nomination. 

336. Some provinces have recommended the amalgamation of 
university seats, and this question should be further considered at 
the stage of the delimitation of constituencies. 


Our recommendation. 

337. A list showing our final recommendations is appended : — 


Madras 


Bombay 


Bangal 


Land- 

holders. 

6 


3 


5 


Universi- Commerce and Indnstry (mdnding 

ties. Planting and Mining). 

.1 6 (European commerce and 

trade .. 3 

Indian commerce « . 2 

Planting .. .. 1) 

1 8 (European commerce and trade 4 

Indian commerce . • 3 

Cotton trade .• 1) 

2 15 (B^gal Chamber of Com- 

merce .. .. 6 

Indian Jute Mills Associa- 
tioa .. .. 2 

« Indian Mining Association 1 

Indian Tea Association . . 1 

Calcutta Trades Associaticm 1 
Bengal National Chamber 
5 Commerce . * 2 

B^igal Marwari Associa- 
don • . • • 1 

Mahajana Sabha « . 1 > 



134 


CHAFFER XI* 


Jjaad- Umversi* 
bolders. ties. 

tJuited Provinces 6 I 

Pimjab . . 4 1 

Bib&r and Orissa 5 I 


Central Provinces 3 1 

Assam • • • • • • 


Commerce and Indnstry (including 
Planting and Mining), 

3 (Upper India Chamber of 

Commerce . . . - 2 

United Provinces Chamber 

of Commerce . - 1) 

2 (Punjab Chamber of Com- 
merce and Trades Asso- 
ciation - . . • 1 

Punjab Industaies .. 1) 

4 (Indian Mining Associa- 

tion - . , . 1 

Indian Mining Federation . . I 
Planters . . . . 1 

Industries other than Plant- 
ing and Mining . . 1) 

*2 (Commerce and Industry . . 2) 

6 (Planters . . . - 5 

Commerce and Industry . • 1) 


338. Some of our number have felt considerably bampered in 
dealing with the questions discussed in this chapter by the fact 
that the communal issue has not yet been decided, and thty reserve 
the right to reconsider our recommendations in the light of the 
decision that may eventually be reached. 


*In addition one seat is at present reserved for Mining, as to which 
3peference is invited to paragraph 327 (t) above. 
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CHAPTEK XIL— ABORIGINAL AND HILL TRIBES- 

339. The aboriginal population of British India is over five 
millions. They are found chiefly in the highlands and hills of Bihar 
and Orissa, the Punjab, the Central Provinces, Assam, Bengal, Madras 
and Bombay. Our proposals for the extension of the general fran- 
chise mil bring only a negligible number on to the electoral rolls. 
It is, in our opinion, of the greatest importance that the interests 
of these people, who live a life entirely apart from the rest of the 
population of India, should be protected by effective representa- 
tion in the councils, or, if this is not possible, by some other 
arrangement in the new constitution. 

340. The Government of Bihar and Orissa stated that, partly 
because of the village system in aboriginal areas and partly be- 
cause of tEe community of interest between all the residents, the 
group system of elections might prove specially successful in the 
aboriginal areas ; and that many persons well-acquainted with the 
aboriginal tracts of the province are in favour of introducing such 
a system. The Government of the Central Provinces pointed out 
that the aboriginal tribes in the province are an extremely back- 
ward community and cannot expect to obtain any representation 
at all through the general constituencies. They, therefore, recom- 
mended that, as no method of electing a representative is possible, 
provision should be made whereby the Governor could nominate a 
suitable person as spokesman in the council for these tribes. The 
Government of Assam suggested the creation of special constitu- 
encies for these communities, but we have received no recommenda- 
tions from the other provinces in which the matter requires consi- 
deration. 

341. The only possible alternative to nomination is a system of 
election by the local village headmen in certain districts. We 
commend it to the attention of the local Governments of Assam, 
Bihar and Orissa, the Central Provinces, and possibly Madras. A 
serious difficulty is the lack of suitable candidates from among 
these classes themselves, but it is possible that an electorate formed 
of headmen would be sufficiently intelligent to see that -their repre- 
sentative, even if not an aboriginal himself, would be capable of 
looking after their interests in the legislatures. We strongly re- 
commend the adoption of some method of election, if found to be 
practicable, in preference to nomination. 

342. The only evidence which we have been able to hear on the 
subject was from the Chota Nagpur Improvement Society of Bihar 
and Orissa and from the Census Commissioner for India and the 
Census Superintendent of the Central Province. They pressed upon 
us the view that the aboriginals are an entirely distinct community 
from the depressed classes, and that under no circumstances should 
the two communities be amalgamated for purposes of representation. 
We have already suggested that this view should be accepted. 
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343. We have been unable in the time at onr disposal to make any 
adequate investigation of this subject, and cannot therefore put 
forward any definite proposals. The matter should be further 
examined in detail by the local Governments concerned, and brought 
up at a later stage when the time comes for the delimitation of 
constituencies. 
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CHAPTER XIII.— THE MILITARY SERVICE QUALIFICATION 
FOR THE FRANCHISE. 

The origin of the military service qmlification. 

344. The Franchise Committee of 1919, as a result of their en- 
<piiries, recommended the enfranchisement of all retired and pen- 
sioned officers of the Indian Army, whether of commissioned or non- 
commissioned rank, and the draft provincial electoral iniles sub- 
mitted to Parliament contained provisions based on this recommenda- 
tion, When these rules came under consideration in the House of 
Commons, an amendment was moved and accepted by His Majesty's 
Government suggesting the enfranchisement for provincial legisla- 
tive councils of all retired, pensioned, and discharged officers, non- 
commissioned officers, or soldiers of His Majesty's regular forces. 
A provision to this effect was included in the provincial electoral 
rules as finally approved by Parliament in 1920. 

Our enquiries. 

345. We thought it desirable, in connection with our investiga> 
tion of the general basis of the franchise, to ascertain the views 
of local Governments and provincial committees on the desirability of 
the retention of the military service qualification. We took the op- 
portmity to invite their opinion on a suggestion made in the course 
of discussion in the Franchise Sub-Committee of the Round Table 
Conference, that that qualification should be so 'extended as to cover 
service in the Indian Auxiliary and Indian Territorial Forces. We 
have also received a suggestion that military interests should be 
accorded special representation as such in the provincial and the 
central legislatures, and with this we deal below. We proceed to 
examine the questions referred to above seriatim, 

X 

L — ^Retention of the esdstiiig militaiy service qualification. 

346. As explained above, the existing military service qualifica- 
tion for the franchise operates in respect only of provincial legis- 
latures, and of retired, pensioned, or discharged officers, non- 
commissioned officers, and men of BQs Majesty’s Regular Forces. 
Savp in the Punjab, the numbers enfranchised under it appear to 
he small. It has not been possible to obtain final statistics from 
all provinces. The returns received may be summarised as fol- 
lows : — 

Madras, a maximum of 20,000 not independently qualified. 

Bombay, 5,146. 

Bengal, 618. 

Punjab, 190,000 approximately. 

Bihar and Orissa, 1,517. 

Central Provinces, 275. 

Assam, 325 in Shillong urban constituency. 

The numbers elsewhere are stated to be negligible. 
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Information is not readily available in the case of the United 
Provinces, but tee tvere informed that the numbers affected were n^- 
ligible. 

Our reconunendation. 

347. The representative of the Army Department of the Govern- 
ment of India v'ho gave evidence before us expressed the opinion 
that the withdrawal of the existing military service qualification for 
the provincial legislatures would be lively to give rise to resentment 
in the army. All local Governments and provincial committees 
agree to its retention ; and the majority of us accept their un- 
animous recommendation. 

n. — ^Extenmon of the existing military service qualification to 

service in the Indian Auxiliary and Indian Territorial Forces. 

348. The problem is one of relatively small dimensions. We are 
informed that the total authorised strength of the Indian Auxiliary 
Force and the Indian Territorial Force is as follows : — 

Auxiliaiy Force, India. — 33,000 (including Railway units of 
an authorised strength of 15.000). 

Indian Territorial Force. — 20,000 (including University 
Training Corps units of an authorized strength of 
5.000). 

Views of local Governments and provincial committees. 

349. The views of local Governments and their provincial com- 
mittees reveal a wide diversity of opinion on important points of 
detail even in those cases in which extension is accepted in 
principle. The Government of Madras and the committee think any 
extension unnecessary. The Government of the Punjab are definitely 
opposed to it. The remaining local Governments and committees 
are prepared to accept the principle of extension subject to various 
qualifications. The Government of Bombay and the provincial 
committee agree to the extension of the franchise to persons who at 
the time of the preparation of the electoral roll are able to produce a 
certificate that their names are borne on the strength of the auxiliary 
or territorial forc^ ; to those ex-members of either force who 
hold the long service medal or the volunteer decoration ; and to those 
members of the University Training Corps who can produce a certi- 
ficate that they have completed two years approved training. The 
Government of Bengal see no objection to extension to ex-members of 
the auxiliary and territorial forces subject to a TniTiiinTiTn of four 
years service in the case of the former and of six years service in 
the case of the latter. But they regard the extension of the 
franchise to serving soldiers, whether regular, auxiliary, or terri- 
torial, as undesirable. The Bengal committee have no objection 
to extension so long as the franchise is not conferred on the students 
in any educational institution. 

350. The^ Government of the United Provinces and the Com- 
mittee agree in principle to extension, but do not enter into details. 
The same is true of the local Government and the committee in 
the Central Provinces- Tn Bihar and Orissa neither the Govern- 
ment nor the committee hold any strong view. The committee 
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agree that if the qualification is retained for ex-regular 
personnel, it should be extended to the auxiliary and the territorial 
forces. The Government are prepared to follow the example of the 
provinces in which the problem is one of greater importance. The 
Government of Assam and the provincial committee would res- 
trict the extension of the franchise to serving members of either 
force and the Government would impose an additional restriction 
that the efficiency test '' should have been passed in the previous 
year We ascertained in the course of discussion with the repre- 
sentatives of Assam that they were apprehensive that persons might 
join the auxiliary or territorial forces merely in order to qualify 
for the vote and then resign, and that it was on this ground that 
they were opposed to the extension of the military service qualifica- 
tion to ex-members. 

Our recommendation. 

351. It will be seen from the summary of the views of local 
Governments that it is impossible to apply any uniform principle 
which would be universally acceptable in this matter. From a 
different standpoint, extension raises questions of principle of some 
difficulty. The existing electoral rules give the franchise only to 
ex-soldiers and ex-offieers of the regular forces, and serving per- 
sonnel are not enfranchised as suehl No local Government and no 
committee has recommended the extension of the military service 
qualification to the serving soldier of the regular forces, and the 
Army Department of the Government of India have definitely indi- 
cated their strong opposition to any such extension on 
grounds of principle. There are obvious objections to the 
grant of the vote to serving members of the auxiliary or territorial 
forces when it is for obvious reasons refused to serving regular 
soldiers, and we agree with the Government of India as to the case 
against any such extension. 

m. — Extension of the military service qualification to ex-memhers 
of tjfe Indian Auxiliary and Indian Territorial Forces. 

352. Under Section 17 of the Indian Auxiliary Force Act, a 
member of that force inay obtain his discharge when he has attained 
the age of 45 or has completed four years service in the force. Simi- 
larly a member of the Indian territorial force is entitled to receive 
his discharge, under Section 8 of the Indian Territorial Force Act, on 
the expiration of the period for which he was enrolled, or earlier 
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed. The difficulties 
of principle which arise in the ease of serving members of the terri- 
torial and auxiliary forces do not, admittedly, arise as regards ex- 
members of those forces, though having regard to the long period 
of service of the regular officer or soldier who at present benefi^ 
by the military service qualification, it would seem desirable, in 
the event of the franchise being extended to such ex-members to 
prescribe a minimum period of qualifying service, such for instance 
as that suggested by the Gov’ernment of Bengal. One effect of 
such a minimum period of qualifying service would be to exclude 
members of the Officers Training Corps. We are, however, impressed 
by the argument adduced to us in this connection by the Govern- 
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ment of India, that these corps, unlike the rest of the territorial 
force, are not liable to military service, and that the extension to 
them of a privilege such as now under consideration would in any 
event be undesirable. 

Our recommendation. 


353. We have already indicated that we are opposed to the 
grant of the vote in any circumstances to ser^dng military personnel 
as such, whether regular, auxiliary, or territorial. We are, on the 
whole, of opinion that having regard to the very different conditions 
of service of the regular soldier and the member of the auxiliary 
territorial force, there is no real justification for the extension 
«f the military service qualification to these forces. Moreover, the 
wide extension of the franchise which we now propose, and in parti- 
cular the establishment of an ea^- educational qualification, wul, so 
far as we can judge, result in the enfranchisement of the great 
majority, if not of all. of those members of the auxiliarj’ and the 
territorial forces who are not already enfranchised. A wide differ- 
ence of opinion on material points of detail exists as to the 
conditions on which the franchise should be extended to those 
forces ; and in the cireTunstanees we are of opinion that the balance 
•of the advantage rests with leaving matters as they are, and that 
a decision not to extend the unilitary service quahfication to ex- 
members of the auxiliajy and territorial forces will not result in 
depriving any important section of the community of the franchise. 


IV.— Special military constituenciM. 

354. We have received a request from a number of members 
of the central legislature urging the creation of special constitu- 
^eies of a non-communal character to represent military interests 
in the provincial and central legislatures, the number of such eon- 
statueneies in each province to be fixed on the basis of the number 
of men serving in the Army from that province. The specific sug- 
pstion is made_ that five seats should be allotted to the Punjab 
(one for each civil division) in the provincial council, and two in 
each H<wKe of the central legislature. The suggestion has been 
made that in case difficulties arme in devising an election system 
for constitneneies of the nature suggested, representation on the 
®eale proposed ^ould be secured by nomination. 


Our r«c<HQmmidataon. 

"'^iave oonsi^red this suggestion, but feel unable to 
^ept it. We do not think that there is any reason for representing 
OTfieers ^ ^-soldiers in the legislatures as a separate inter^t through 
a ^jarate electorate. We recommend elsewhere the retention of the 
^taiy serviffi qualification, and this wiU enable those ex-members of 

^ot independently 

quaixiiea, to secure a place on the general electoral roll. We are 
morMver, recommending that the existing qualifications for the 

qualification for the Federal 
this again wUl ensure that ex-officers and soldiers are 
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CHAPTER XIV.— SIZE OF THE PROVINCIAL 
LEGISLATURES. 

356. The Prime Minister, in his letter of instructions, stated that 
“ His Majesty’s GoTemment hope that your Committee 'will be in a 
po.sition in due course so to frame their proposals as to present a 
complete and detailed scheme for the eompo^tion of each of the 
provincial legislatures and of the federal legislature He said fur- 
ther that the size and composition of the legislatures must lai^ely 
depend upon our detailed proposals for the franchise and the consti- 
tuencies, and he added that it was apparent “ that until decision 
have been taken upon certain questions of principle which stall 
remain unsettled your Committee will not be in a position to draw 
up such a plan in its entirety 

The question dependent on a communal decision. 

357. We have in the foregoing chapters submitted our proposals 
for the franchise, but it is clear that the question of both the size and 
composition of the legislatures cannot be esactly determined until a 
settlement of the communal question has been reached. We have 
fdt, however, that it is important that we should in our present 
report give some genetal idea of what the size of the provincial legis- 
latures should be in the light of our enquiries into the franchise, and 
in order to expedite as far as possible the work of onr Committee, 
steps were taken at a very early stage to invite local Governments 
and provincial committees to formulate any provisional views on 
the question which they might feel able to record in the absence of 
a communal decision. Accordingly, we now submit an analysis of 
the views which have been expressed on the subject, together with a 
statement of ou5r advice, in so far as we can give it in advance of a 
settlement of the communal question. 

Views of the Statutory Commission. 

358. The Statutory Commission in their report expressed the 

■opinion that, speaking generally, the present numbers of the provincial 
councils were too small, and that alflie in the interests of securing a 
closer contact between the member and the elector, and in view of the 
anticipated increase both in the amount and in the importance of the 
work to be performed in future by provincial legislatures, a sul®itan- 
tial enlargement of their size was detirable. The Commission, while 
they felt unable to make specific recommendations as regards in- 
dividual provinces, expressed the opinion that “ an inimSiate in- 
crease in the case of the miore important provinces to a figure of 
between 200 and 300 mi^t be sufficient for the present ”, mid add- 
ed, “ we are satisfied that, having regard to the vast size of the areas 
to he represented and to other consid'etratioB® whidi we have men- 
tioned, at least some such expansion would, on merits, be desirable. 
It, may well be, however, that a greater enlargement than this wiH 
ultimatdy be found expedient unless the' average size of the iiresent 
provinces is raduefed. Bui it is necessary to proceed with eaution 
(Import Volume H, page 55.) > ■ 
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Provmozial views of local Govenunents aad OoBuxiittees. 

359. After our diseassions with them, practically all the provincial 
Governments and committees gave us their provisional views 
as to the size of the future provincial l^islatures. The table which 
follows shows the existing legislatures together with the proposals 
submitted to us : — 


Province* 

Present 

House. 

Elected 

members. 

proposed new House, 

Govern- 

ment. 

Com- 

mittee. 

Madras 

132 

98 

210 

220 

Botabay 

114 

86 

180/220* 

150/200* 

Beaagal #• 

140 

114 

240/275* 

226/260* 

United Provinces 

12a 

100 

200 

250 

Panjab 

94 

71 

160 

200 

Bibar and Orissa 

103 

76 

147/157* 


Central Provinces 

73 

55 

100 

110 

Assam 

53 

39 

• • 

100 

]Sr<»tb.We6t Province . * 

40 

28 

40t 

60 


•The larger number is proposed if the legislature is unicameral, the 
smaller if it is bicameral. 


fSTo recommendation as to the size of the house was made by the Gov- 
ernment of the North-West Frcmtier Province. The size of the present 
house is 40. 


Onr propimls. 

360. It will be seen that, in general, local Governments and 
provincial committees are in agreement in recommending an increase 
in the size of the provindal legislatures to between two and three 
times the present number of deeted members. There is no very snb- 
e^antial difBejrmifie between the totals recommended in various pro- 
vinees by th^ two bodies. In some cases, the size of the house pro- 
posed will depend on the decision as to the establishment in a parti- 
cular province of a second ehajhber — a matter which we dfecuss 
elsewhere in our report. In the ease of the major provinces, the 
increase proposed corresponds generally to that tentativelly su^est- 
ed by the Statutory Commission, though the electorate which we 
have recommended will be substmtially lai^er that contem- 
plated by the Commisnon. But in the light of the diannaaiATiff which 
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fiave taken place we recommend that the size of the new legislatures 
should be approximately that suggested by the local GoTemments and 
provincial eommittees, subject, of course, to modification in detail 
after the communal decision has been reached. 

361. The increase involved is, as will be seen, substantial. But 
the case for such an increase is a strong one. In the first place, we 
are recommending an enlargement in the electorate to approximately 
five times its present size. We are satisfied that even with the present 
limited electorate, the existing constituencies are exceedingly difBcult 
to manage, and that their size as well as, in some cases, their very 
large population makes it almost impossible for the elected repre- 
sentative to keep in touch with his electors, or effectively to represent 
them. We think it essential to reduce the size of constituencies and 
make them more manageable in character if the system of responsible 
government is to work properly. This clearly can only be achieved 
if the number of seats in the provincial legislatures is substantially 
increased. We append a table showing the effect of our proposals 
for the franchise, the average area of the constituencies, and* the 
average number of electors in each, taking a rough mean between 
the %ures recommended by the provincM Governments and com- 
mittees for the size of the provincial legislatures : — 


Province. 

Approximate 
number of 
seats. 

Average area 
of territorial 
constituencies in 
square miles- 

Average num- 
ber of electors 
per territorial 
constituency. 

Madras 

215 

661 

33,683 

Bombay 

200 

618 

18,630 

Bengal 

260 

310 

32,000 

United Provinces 

226 

472 

33,3^ 

Fnn|ab 

176 

566 

16,000 

Bihar and Orissa .. 

175 

474 

20,000 

Oentral Provinces 

106 

961 

18,671 

Assam 

100 

660 

10400 

North-West Frontier Province v 

'60 

270 

4,840 


These seem to us manageable constituencies. We have made no 
allowance in these figures for the seats* ^ecially reserved for women, 


♦Women : para. 220 ; labour : para. 276 ; landholders, commerce and 
mdveisities : para. 337« 
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labour, commence, landholders and the universities because their 
number m not yet definitely settled. If these are taken into account, 
the area and the number of voters will be slightly larger than is 
shown in the table. 

862. A further argument in favour of a substantial increase in the 
numbers of the House is the fact that we recommend the retention 
of eiffective representation lor special interests under the new consti- 
tution. The reasons which have led us to this decision are set 
forth in paragraphs 317 — 338. But we are clear that the representa- 
tion of such interests should not be allowed to affect to any eoamider- 
able extent the balance of power resulting from the elections in the 
ordinary constituencies, or, to quote the I^ime Minister's declaration 
to the Bound Table Conference of December 1st, 1931, to 
encroach, to an extent which amounts to stultification, upon the 
principles of representative resi>onsible government The larger the 
sise of the provincial legislature, the easier the task of maki^ ade- 
quate provision for such interests without prejudicially affecting the 
claims of electors in the general constituencies. 

363, This increase in size will swell the total number of members of 
the provincial councils from the present figure of 872, of whom 667 
are elected, to between 1,500 and 1,750, according to whether there 
is a second chamber or not. To this number there must be added 
the members of the Federal Assembly and the Senate for British 
India (see paragraph 397), bringing the total to over 2,000. This 
is a large addition to the number of legislators and politicians which 
India will have to provide under the new constitution, especially when 
it is remembered that in every contested seat there will probably be 
two or more candidates. But legidatures of a size sufficient to make 
them representative are inherent in a system of responsible govern- 
ment. It will be for the people to produce leaders of the nectary 
qualifications and in the necessary numbers to make the system a 
success. 


E35>enditure. 

364. In a separate Appendix (No. VI) we discuss the question 
of the expenditure which will be entailed upon Government and 
upon the candidates under the electorate and the electoral arrange- 
^^uts which we propose. It is impossible to form any precise 
^timate, but it will be seen that on the best information available 
the cost to local Governments of a general election is not likely to' 
fall far short of half-a-million pounds (Es. 66 lakhs). The estimate 
of fee expenditure of candidates is even more conjectural, but a 
crore of rupees (£750,000) is not likely to be excessive. 
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CHAPTER XV.— IvrULTI-MEMBER AND SINGLE MBSIBER 
CONSTITUENCIES. 

365. The history of democracy is filled with coBtrovearsy over 
methods of representation. Adtdt franchise can seeuro 
equality in casting votes, but whether these votes are effective in 
securing representation in the legislatures depends upon the system 
of representation employed. The original practice of democracy 
was to provide for majority rule on the basis of the votes of the 
whole population voting as a single constituency (the system in 
force for the election of the American and German Presidents), or 
in territorial constituencies containing, as far as possible, an equal 
number of voters. It was not long, however, before minorities, reli- 
gious, political, racial, or economic, claimed that the system of 
majority rule was unduly crude in its operation, and was unfair to 
important sections of the community having opinions or interests 
of their own, which, under the single member constituency i^stem, 
had no chance of securing direct representation in the legislature. 
The system of proportional representation was introduced, to pro- 
tect, as the Prime Minister said in his concluding statement to the 
Round Table Conference on December 1st, 1931, minorities from 
an unrestricted and tyrannical use of the democratic principle ex- 
pressing itself solely through majority power It has many form% 
from that of the single transferable vote in constituencies returning 
three to five members (or alternatively of the single non-transferable 
vote) to the system of cumulative voting. Public opinion through- 
out the world has not, as yet, come to any clear conclusion on the 
matter, for both ^sterns are in operation in different countries. 
But, broadly, it may be said that the sir^le member system tendls to 
provide stable party majorities in the legislatures, and to be more 
convenient for voter and candidate as the constituencies are smaller, 
while the proportional system gives a fairer rep!resentation of opinion 
but multiplies parties and minifies the size of constituencies to 
three or five times the size of single member constituencies, according 
to the number of members to be elected. 

366. The extreme form of the majority rule system is the nation 
wide constituency (as in the United States of America and Germany), 
or the single member territorial constituency (as in England). The 
extreme form of minority representation is the separate electorates 
in which the minorities are registered on separate rolls and vote 
separate constituencies, returning their own members directly to the 
legislature. 

367. It is impossible for us at this stage to express any opinion 
as to which system should be adopted in the new constitution, 
for the question lies at the core of the communal problem which is 
beyond our terms of reference. We would simply point out that if 
separate electorates ^e adopted for any community, the consti- 
tuencies so created must be single member constituencies, as otherwise 
they would be quite unmanageable in size. It is also clear that if 
any i^^nstem of reservation of seats in joint electorates is adopted it 
necessarily implies multi-member constituencies, as 5t is impossible to 
reserve seats for members in single member constituencies. 
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368. The only place where the multi-member constituency hai 
been pressed upon us. apart from the communal question, has been 
in Bombay, where the Mahrattas have seats reserved for them in 
general non-Muhammadan constituencies and press for their reten- 
tion. This request is supported by the provincial government and 
committee, and while the experience of Madras shows that the re- 
sers’ation of seats for non-Brahmans has been unnecessary in practice, 
the majority of us see no reason to depart from the recommendation 
of the loed Govemment and the provincial committee that the present 
arrangement should continue. 


TbB cmnulatiye vote recommended in multi-member constituencies. 

369. In multi-member constituencies we recommend the use of the 
cumulative vote. Under this system every voter will have the right 
to use as many votes as there are candidates He may use these 
votes as he desires, “ plumpiug •’ them all for one candidate or dis- 
tributing them. This metliod can be adopted whether the ‘ colonred 
box ’ system is used or not. Under the ‘ coloured box ’ system in 
Bombay Municipality voting cards are perforated according to the 
number of candidates. Portions of the card may be detached and 
placed in the boxes of different candidates, or the whole card may be 
placed in one box as a plumped vote. An alternative method in 
multi-member constituencies is to use the restrictive vote, a system 
under which, however many candidates there are, the voter has the 
right to use one vote only. We prefer however the wider oppor- 
tunities given by the method of cumulative vote The elector can 
c-xercise his discretion how he will distribute his votes and is given 
the opnortunity of .exercising a broader choice and not reserving bis 
attentions solely to those of his caste or creed, if he so desires. It 
therefore gives a less narrow outlook to the voter and renders the 
divisions in the community less stereotyped. It gives him no less 
opportunity than the restrictive method to concentrate his votes upon 
the candidate of his choice It is not so simple as the other method 
though the results may be said mere exactly to represent the widies 
of the electorate. 

370. There is one subsidiary point to be considered. Where single 
member constituencies are in operation and more than two can^- 
dates contest the seat, the successful candidate may be returned by 
a minority of the votes east, thereby defeating the majority principle 
and making it possible for the legislature to consist largely of 
members returned by a minority of the votes east (as was the ease with 
the British Parliament of 1924). Accordingly two methods of 
ensuring that the candidate returned shall represent the majority 
of the constituency are in nse in several countries. The first is the 
system of the second ballot, under wbieh, where no candidate 
obtains an alpilute majority, a second election is held a week later, 
and the candidates with the smallest number of vot^ have to with- 
draw from the second election. The second is the system of the 
alternative vote, where the voters indicate their choice in order of 
preference. 
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The second ballot. 

371. As regards the second ballot, are unanimously agreed that 
the delay and expense involved in tiie application of this device 
would be too gieai to enable us to support its introduction. As it is, 
in some provinces, elections are going 1o be sjiread over several days. 
A rer^etition of the dislocation of administration involved would be 
intolerable. Any benefits obtained by the use of the second ballot 
would be counterbalanced by the ills bred of uncertainty and delay. 

The alternative vote. 

372. As regards the alternative vote, the object is to prevent a 
minority from gaining control of the legislature. While modifying the 
extent of this danger and preventing the election of the worst candi- 
date, it militates against the election of the best. On the technical 
side it is open to the objection that the second choices of those who 
support the leading candidate on the first count are not considered. 
The general eifect is to neutralise any ascendancy of a party or can- 
didate, and so bring about uncertainty and short-lived administra- 
tions. New South Wales has reverted to the majority system after 
a trial of the alternative vote. Elsewhere in Australia it is reported 
that it has worked with comparative smoothness, though the 
Royal Commission on Electoral Systems in 1910 remarks ‘‘ W’e are 
bound to draw attention to the fact that in Australia the opportunity 
for parly intrigue and the gratification of personal ill-feeling, which 
are conferred both by the power of using and that of withholding 
preferences, have been found to produce regrettable results”. 

373. Apart from these general considerations, we are unanimously 
of opinion that for the electorate we have pi oposed the alternative vote 
is out of the question, because of the complication which it would 
introduce at a time when we have proposed an extension of the elec- 
torate up to the limits of administrative manageability. 

374. The system of the alternative vote may be summarised as fol- 
lows : — 

(1) A voter may indicate his first choice by placing the figure 

1 or an X on his ballot paper opposite the name of that 
candidate ; a paper so marked is counted as a fixst 
preference to that candidate. 

(2) A voter may place the figure 2 against the candidate whom 

he would prefer if his first choice is not elected. 

(3) The candidate who receives an absolute majority of first 

preference votes is elected. 

(4) If there is no absolute majority, the candidate who has 

received the smallest number of first preference votes is 
excluded ; and each of his ballot papers which indi(3ates a 
second preference shall be counted as a vote given to 
the candidate named as a second preference; if in that 
count any candidate receives an absolute majority he is 
duly elected. 

(5) If still no candidate has an absolute majority the candi- 

date with the next low^ number o^ votes is excluded, 

k2 
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and the proe^ is repeated of transferring his ballot 
paperjs which included a second preference to the candi- 
date named as a second preference, and the procedure 
is followed bj means of succeeding counts until one 
candidate receives an absolute majority of the votes 
given at that count. 

(6) If two or more candidates, one of "whom ought to^ be 
excluded, have an equal number of vot^, that candidate 
is excluded, the greater number of whose votes are 
transferred votes, and if there is no difference in this 
respect between the candidates the returning officer shall 
decide which candidate shall be returned. 

375. It will be seen at once that the system here described implies 
the marking of ballot papers. We have already recommended in 
Appendix V the system of the coloured box or ^mbol as being 
best suited to the new electorate, for the reasons that we have given. 
It might be possible to adjust the principle of the alternative vote 
to this si’stem by the use of perforated cards, such as are used in 
elections in the Bombay municipality. But they are there used as 
a method of cumulative voting, as previously described. Were this 
^stem to be used preferentially it would appear to be necessary to 
print the perforated cards in different colours allocating a different 
value, l^rst, second, or third, to each colour. To an illiterate villager, 
or indeed to anyone, the system would be extremely confusing, and 
the impossibility of reconciling the j^stem of preferential voting with 
that of the coloured box or spnbol ’’ system is apparent. It is not 
in our opinion worth abandoning the ordinary method of voting in 
order to introduce the alternative vote. 
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CHAPTER XVI.— SECOND CHAMBERS IN PEOVINCES. 

376. Prom the outset of the discussion about the Indian constitu- 
tion there has been a difference of opinion as to the advisability of 
having second chambers in the provincial legislatures. Under the 
system of dyarchy the question did not arise because the legislatures 
were responsible only over a very limited sphere. But as soon as it 
was decided that responsible government should be established in the 
provinces the question entered into the field of debate. The Statu- 
tory Commission was divided on the subject. Some of the members 
recommended the establishment of second chambers^ because thqy 
‘ ‘ read constitutional history as showing that the consideration of 
legislation by one house is inadequate, and that a second chamber 
has been proved to be the best revisory instrument Others opposed 
their establishment believing that the principal objections to 
second chambers which we have quoted from the Montagu-Chelms- 
ford report — ^the complexity which they will involve, the defi- 
ciency of material, and the undue protection of vested interests from 
legislative interference — ^make their creation undesirable 

377. Opinion among the provincial governments and the provin- 
cial committees which sat with the Statutory Commission was equally 
divided. Pour provincial governments were opposed to the estab- 
lishment of second chambers because the material from which they 
could be formed did not exist in the provinces. Three provincial 
governments were in favour of their establishment. Of the com- 
mittees, a majority in four provinces were* in favour, and four 
provinces were on the whole against. The Indian Central 
Committee was similarly divided. 

The Bound Table Conference. 

378. The Provincial Constitution sub-committee of the Round 
Table Conference recognised that conditions in some provinces may 
make it desirable that the provincial legislatures should be bicameral 
and by a majority stated that the decision to incorporate a second 
chamber in the new constitution of any province other than Bengal, 
the United Provinces, and Bihar and Orissa, where opinion in favour 
of a second chamber has already been expressed, should not be taken 
until opinion in the. province definitely favours this course 

Our enquiries in the provinces. 

379. In our terms of reference we are instructed to present a 
complete and detailed scheme for the composition of each of the pro- 
vincial legislatures ”, and it is clear, therefore, that it is necessary 
for us to consider at some stage the question of a second chamber. In 
our original questionnaire no reference was made to the problem of 
the second chamber, but we found that the views of some witnesses 
as to the franchise for the councils would depend in some 
measure upon whether there was a second chamber or not. In order 
Ihen^ore to avoid delay, we asked provincial governments and com- 
mittees to give us a preliminary expression of their views on the sub- 
ject. In discussing the question with them it was suggested that if 
there was to be a second chamber in the provinces it should be small 
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in size. sav. one-fourth of the lower house, that it should not compete 
for nower with the lower house, and that its powers should be limited 
to rmsion and delay for a period of, say. a year, after which a con- 
flict of opinion should be resolved by a joint session, save in the case 
of the budfret where, in the evt nt of disaureement, the views of the 
lower house -.hould prevail. 


The question of size. 

380. At; regards size, the prevailing opinion is that it should be 
between a quarter and a third of the size of the lower house. There 
is a very wide divergence of opinion as to how it should be composed. 
The most common view is that in the main it should be elected by 
relatively small electorates qualified by a high franchise, supple- 
mented \n the view of some by a small number of nominated mem- 
bers, and in the view of others by a proportion, say, a third, elected 
by the lower house. There is also a certain amount of opinion in 
favour of creating a special electorate of persons holding, or who 
have held, political, ju&cial. or administrative office, who have been 
chairmen or members of district and local boards and municipalities, 
who have been honorary magistrates, who have been members of the 
Senate or graduates of universities, and so forth. 


Views of local Governments amd provincial committees. 

381. The views of the provincial governments and committees on 
the subject of a second chamber in the light of this discussion are as 
follows. Both the provincial governments and committees of Madras, 
Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa, and 
Assam are in favour of a second chamber. The Government of the 
Punjab and the Central Provinces are on the whole against a 
second chamber, and the provincial committees have expressed no 
opinion. 

382. The question must be decided one way or tbfe other when 
the new constitution comes to he drafted, and we consider that it may 
he well to state as clearly as possible the arguments as they have 
emerged on the one side and the other in the course of our enquiries. 


Arguments in favour of a second chamber. 

_ 383. The advocates of the second chamber base their case on font 
main grounds. 

It is important at a time when the suffrage is being very largely 
extended in a countrj' where the vast majority of the electors will 
he illiterate to create a body which will be representative of experi- 
ence and expert laiowleclge to act as a .stabilising factor by being em- 
powered. not to compete for power with the lower house, but to 
revise or delay legislation for a short period. 

The great majority of the democracies of the world, even those 
which hax-e come recently into being, have been established on a 
bicamer^ basis. Experience in the Australian and American 
Federations seems to show that their existence has been a security 
against abuse of power and impetuosity on the part of the popular 
diamber. 
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A second chamber makes it possible for people of political and 
administrative experience and ability who, for reasons of age, or 
jSnance, or health, are unable to enter the lower house through the 
arduous process of popular electioneering, to be brought into public 
life and made available for public office. 

It is better that the responsibility for acting as a brake on the 
lower house should normally be exercised by a second chamber than 
by the Governor — ^which is the alternative. 

Arguments against a second chamber. 

384. The contentions of the opponents of the second chamber, 
on the other hand, are as follows : — 

Analogies drawn from sovereign nations to make out a case 
for second chambers of provincial llgislatures in India are super- 
ficial, fallacious and misleading. The history of the subject in India 
tells more heavily against the proposal than in favour of it. 

While provincial governments and committees are by a majority 
in favour of the proposal, the weight of public opinion is against the 
second chamber, and such opinion as there is, is mostly of those who 
are concerned more for the special position of the privileged classes 
than for the advancement of the people at large. Far, therefore, from 
conducing to stability, second chambers in the provinces will, by im- 
peding measures designed to benefit the mass of the people who have 
been the most neglected, and whose welfare must be the primary con- 
cern of the future legislatures, tend to aggravate discontent and 
hasten the very mischief which all desire to see avoided. 

The establishment of second chambers in the provincial legis- 
latures would he expensive ; it will be difficult in many provinces 
to man those chambers ; and all interests will be sufficiently repre- 
sented in the lower house. 

The hopes of people that the coming constitutional reform will 
be a measure of political appeasement and will facilitate progress 
will be destroyed, if the partial concessions made with the right 
hand are in effect to be taken away with the left, by the' establish- 
ment of institutions for the benefit of the favoured few and the 
whittling down of powers ostensibly given to popular legislatures. 

Our conclusions. 

385. The examination of the problem of the franchise has occupied 
so much of our time during the three months that have elapsed 
since we began our work that we have not had time to go into the 
details connected with the formation of a second chamber. More- 
over, the question whether the provincial legislatures of the future 
should be bicameral is really a constitutional issue which is beyond 
the scope of the terms of reference to our Committee. Until these 
issu^ are settled, it would useless to frame detailed schemes for 
the franchise or composition of the second chambers, if any, which 
are to be set up in the different provinces. We refrain therefore 
from making any proposals on the subject, though we have sum- 
marised above the various opinions which we have collected. 
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CHAPTER XVII.— MINOR LOCAL ADMINISTRATIONS : 

DELHI. COORCt and AJMEB-MERWARA. 

386. Steps were taken on onr arrival in India to give publicity 
to our questionnaire in the minor local administrations of Delhi, Coorg 
and Ajmer-Merwara and to give an opportunity for the Chief Com- 
missioner and representative individuals and local bodies in those pro* 
vinees to express their views on the points raised in it Owing to 
pressure of time we were unable to visit either Coorg or Ajmer- 
Merwara. In the case of Delhi, evidence was taken from the Muni- 
cipal Committee and statements were received from a number of 
representative local bodies. A brief note of the principal questions 
brought to our notice in the three Administrations now under our 
consideration follows. But we have not found it possible, in the very 
short period at our disposal, to investigate the question of the 
franchise as affecting those areas in any detail, or to ascertain how 
far the proposals submitted to us as detailed below give effect to the 
general instructions of the Prime Minister as defined in paragraph 3 
of his letter of 29th December. We are not therefore in a position to 
make final recommendations on the subject at this stage. 

Delhi. 

387. The province of Delhi has an area of 593 square miles and 
a population of 636,246. It has no separate legislative council, but 
is represented in the Legislative Assembly by means of one elected 
seat. The province of Delhi is not represented as such in the Council 
of State, blit in practice the Chief Commissioner is a nominated mem- 
ber of that Chamber. Po^r the Assembly the constituency is the 
whole province. 

388. The electoral qualifications are those required in general 
constituencies in the Punjab, with the addition that a tenant of 
immoveable property other than land assessed to land revenue is en- 
franchised on tibie same terms as an owner bf such property. The 
number of electors on the roll at the last election was 7,156 and of 
this number 22.9 per cent, went to the poll. 

389. The representations received by us from the Delhi Munici- 
pal Committee were to a large extent concerned with the question 
of establishing Delhi as a Governor’s province or alternatively of 
creating a local legislature for the Delhi province. This is a 
question which falls outside our terms of reference and with which 
vre are not concerned. On the general ^estion of the franchise, we 
have already indicated that we are not in a position to make a final 
recommendation, though we are disposed at the present stage to think 
that the franchise syikem of the neighbouring provinces will pro- 
bably be found suitable. 


OOGtg. 

390. The province of Coorg covers an area of 1,582 square miles, 
wi& a population (1931) of 163,327, Since 1924 it has had a l^k- 
lativc council consisting of 15 elected and 5 nominated members. 
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Of tie 5 nominated members, 4 are officials and one is a non-official 
representing tie depressed classes. The franchise qualifications are 
based, as in the major pxmdnees, on the tenure of land, on the sy^ 
tern of income-tax, on military service and on pa 3 Tnent of certain 
municipal taxes. The constituencies are territorial and residence in 
them is a necessary qualification of an elector. The percentage of 
the total population at present enfranchised is 6.5, the voters on the 
I'oll numbering 10,563. The male population over the age of 25 is 
43,240, and the number of literates over the age of 20, 13,360. The 
percentage of registered electors who went to the poll in 1927 was 75. 
The elections were freely contested. 

391. The Coorg Administration, on the receipt of our question- 
naire, established a provincial Franchise Committee of their own. 
We have received an interesting report from this Committee. Its 
proposals, which have the support of the Chief Commissioner, 
would result, if they were accepted, in an increase of the electorate 
from 15 to 16 per cent. This would be achieved by the reduction 
of the existing basis of qualification by 50 per cent, in respect of 
both land tenure and the taxes paid under the Coorg District Fimd 
and Municipal Regulations, by the introduction of a qualification 
based on education independently of property (in the case of men 
the possession of a completed secondary school leaving certificate 
and in the case of women a lower educational qualification, say the 
lower secondary standard) and by the retention of the existing 
militarj^ service qualification and its extension to include service 
in the Auxiliary and Territorial forces. Special proposals are made 
for the representation of the depressed classes and of Europeans. 
In the opinion of the Committee separate representation is not 
necessary either for planting interests or for labour. 

392. We have noted the suggestions put forward above. But we 
regret that, as already explained, it has been impossible for us, in 
the brief time at our disposal, to consider them in any detail at 
this stage. We are unable, in these circumstances, to submit any 
recommendation in respect of the franchise for Coorg. 

Ajmer-Merwara. 

393. The province of Ajmer-Merwara has an area of 2,711 square 
miles and a population of 560,292. Like Delhi it is represented by 
one elected member in the Legislative Assembly. It is not represented 
in the Council of State. The constituency for the Assembly is the 
whole province. The electoral qualifications are based on residence, 
the ownership of immoveable property or of land assessed to not 
less than Rs. 150 per annum, on payment of rent of not less than 
Es. 200 per annum in certain circumstances and not less than 
Es. 300 per annum when land is held in some other right, and on 
assessment to income-tax. The electoral roll contained 4,339 
electors On the date of the last dection, 35.9 pelr cent, of whom record- 
ed a vote. 

394. We have received a memorandum from the Agent to the 
Governor-General in Rajputana in reply to our qu^onnaire. He 
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^expresses the opinion that the reasons which have been advanced 
to justify a large extension of the franchise have little weight in the 
special circumstances of Ajmer-Merwara. But he makes certain 
recommendations for widening the electorate, the effect of the 
acceptance of which would be to increase the electorate from 4,339 
to approximately 20.187. As in the ease of Delhi and Coorg, it has 
been impossible for us, in the time at our disposal, to consider the 
special problems of franchise in relation to Ajmer-Merwara and, 
while we have taken note of the suggestions of the proposals of the 
Agent to the Governor-General, we are not in a position to make any 
recommendations on them. 


General. 

395. All t1ie«e finesTions should be examined at a later stage 
during the delimitation of the constituencies, after they have been 
further considered by the local administrations in the light of our 
report. 
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PART m* 

The Federation. 

CHAPTER XVm.— INTRODUCTION. 

396. The problem which confronts us when we turn to the 
federal legislature is unexampled in history. In the first place, the 
legislature itself will be charged with the affairs of 338 million 
peo23le within the federal sphere determined in the constitution — a 
number three times as great as has ever before been brought within 
a single democratically governed state (see note on page 17). In 
the second place, a large proportion of the seats — according to 
Scheme of the Federal Structure Committee of the Round Table 
Conference Scheme 40 per cent, of the Sjenate and 33 uer cent, of the 
Legislative Assembly — ^will come from the Indian States where the 
principle of responsible government, as it will be applied in the pro- 
vinces, is not in operation. It is clearly not possible to transplant 
exactly the methods appropriate to the provinces, which cor- 
respond in size to the various States of Europe, to so vast and 
complex an organism. Moreover, we recognise that in framing 
our proposals we are thinking of British India alone, and that 
before final decisions are taken regarding the federal legislature, 
further discussion between the representatives of the Indian States 
and of British India as weU as of the British Government, will have 
to take place. 

397. The scheme provisionally adopted by the Federal Structure 
Committee of the Round Table Conference provides for a Senate of 
200 and a Legislative Assembly of 300, of which numbers 120 and 
200, respectively, will come from British India. The tentative 
aHocation of these seats between the provinces was as follows : — 


Names of provinces. 


Upper 

Chamber. 

Lower 

Chamber. 

Madras 


17 

32 

Bombay 


17 

26 

Bengal 


17 

32 

United Provinces 


17 

32 

Punjab 


17 

26 

Bihar and Orissa 


17 

26 

Central Provinces (if Berar is included) . . 


7 

12 

Assam 


6 

7 

North-West Frontier Province , . 


2 

3 

Delhi 


1 

1 

Ajmer-Merwara 


1 

1 

CSooi^ 


1 

1 

British Baluchistan 


1 

1 


120 200 
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398. We have received representations from several provinces 
stating that the proportion of seats allotted to them by the Federal 
Structure Committee of the Round Table Conference scheme both in 
the Senate and the Assembly is insufficient, and asking for a larger 
quota. We have considered this matter carefully, and have come to 
the conclusion that no ease has been made out for modifying the 
allocation proposed, and that it could not be altered for one pro- 
vince Tvithout doing injustice to other provinces. 
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CHAPTEE XIX.— THE SENATE. 

Method of election. 

399. The scheme of the Federal Structure Committee of the 
Round Table Conference provides that the members of the Senate 
should be elected by the provincial legislatures by the system of 
the single transferable vote, so as to secure proportionate repre- 
sentation in the Senate of the main parties and communities in 
the provincial legislatures, and that the members of the Assembly 
should be elected directly by the electors. We understand that 
the main reason which influenced the Round Table Conference 
in coming to this conclusion was that, in accordance with the 
usual federal precedent, the upper house should represent the 
units of the Federation and the lower house the nation as a whole. 
A certain number of witnesses and one or two provincial govern- 
ments and committees have suggested variations of this scheme, 
for instance, that the upper house should be elected directly 
and the lower house by the provincial legislatures, or that both 
should be directly elected, or both indirectly elected, by the 
provincial legislatures. We consider that the proposal of the 
Federal Structure Committee of the Round Table Conference is 
sound in principle and would accept it. The quota of council 
members which will be necessary to elect a senator will only 
appear when a decision has been taken on the exact size of the pro- 
vincial legislatures, and on the question whether they are to be 
bicameral. The question of the representation of those sections 
of the provincial legislature which will not be able to secure this 
quota will require consideration later. 

Size of Senate and restrictions on candidature. 

400. So fa^ therefore, as the Senate is concerned there is little 
for us to say. We recommend no increase in the numbers of the Senate, 
both because an upper house should be a smaller and more compact 
body than the lower and because the present quota allotted to the 
provinces is as large as can conveniently be elected by the legislatures, 
if their own members are not to be liable to undue depletion. Two 
further questions arise. The first is, should there be any limita- 
tion on the persons who can be elected to the Senate ; for instance, 
should members of the provincial legislatures themselves be ineli- 
gible ? In our view, the legislatures should be left free to 
choose from among their own members or from outside whoever they 
may think will make the best representatives of the province in the 
Senate. The second concerns the method by which seats in the 
provincial legislatures should be filled in the event of seats in the 
Council being vacated through the election of members to the Senate; 
for simultaneous tenure of a seat in the provincial and the federal 
l^islature should be barred in the constitution. The alternatives are 
co-option by the legislature or bye-elections. The arguments for co- 
option are that it is simple, that it enables the parties to bring into the 
provincial legislatures persons of distinction who may have been 
unable to stand for popular electfon and whose services there may 
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be of the utmost value. The arguments gainst it are that the mem- 
bers so elected vrill not represent the constituencies, and that eo-option 
may afTect the party or eoimnunal balance in the legislatures. The 
arguments for the bye-eleetion are that it is more democratic, that 
it maintains the party balance in the couneih and that the council 
will be less likely to elect Senator?^ from among its own members if 
the result of doing so is a number of bj^e-elections. The arguments 
against it are that it is ineonvenient and expensive. On the whole 
we are in favour of the method of bye-election, 

401, One other point remains : should the Senate be elected as a 
whole immediately after every general election, so as to reflect the 
political complexion of the provincial legislatures, or should one- 
third or one-half be elected, say, every three years, so that the Senate 
may have continuity and represent the steady opinion of the people 
rather than the more excited atmosphere created by elections ? The 
latter system has the advantage that it lessens the number of pro- 
vincial council members who may be removed to another place at any 
one time. The former system would ensure that the Senate repre- 
sented provincial opfenion more accurately at the time of its election, 
and would tend to secure in the Senate a more accurate representa- 
tion of the minorities in the provincial council. In coming to a final 
decision on these matters, the communal issue may also have to be 
tahen into account, and therefore, at this stage, we content ourselves 
with stating the alternatives. 
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CHJlPTEE XX.— the assembly. 

Method of election to the Assembly. 

402. We come no'vr to the federal Assembly, where we find 
ourselves confronted by a px-eliminary question of great importance. 
The population of India to-day is 338 millions, and that of British 
India 257 millions, and it is rapidly increasing. The area of India 
is 1,572,000 square miles, and that of British India, 859,500 squpe 
miles. There is a strict limit to the size of any legislature which 
is to be an efficient instrument for debate, legislation, and 
the making and un-making of governments. It seems to be 
the general experience that legislatures of over 500, or at 
most 600 members, become unwieldy and unmanageable. If, 
therefore, India is at some stage to introduce adult franchise 
for the federal legislature, it will mean that each British Indian 
constituency on the average will cover an area of over 1,700 square 
miles and will contain almost 500,000 people, or about 250,000 electors. 
Is it possible that a responsible system can function successfully on 
such a basis, especially if there is still a large illiterate vote ? It 
was this consideration among others which led the writers of the 
Montagu-Chelmsford report and the Indian Statutory Commission 
to recommend that the federal legislature should be constituted by 
wholly indirect election. This proposal was rejected by the Joint 
Committee of Parliament in 1920 in favour of direct election, and 
from the evidence we have received, it is clear that public opinion 
in India is still overwhelmingly in fa^'our of direct election to the 
Assembly in some form. 

403. It has, however, been suggested by the Federal Structure 
Committee of the Round Table Conference, and the suggestion 
has since been repeated to us in India, that the federal Assembly 
should be so constituted as to represent not the provincial legislators, 
but the electors themselves voting indirectly by the group system* 
The suggestion has been pressed on the ground that it is the only 
way of reducing the number of persons who will elect the members 
of the federal Assembly to manageable proportions while giving 
to the primary elector a voice in the choice of his federal repre- 
sentative. We consider, however, that the arguments against the 
indirect system of voting (either through groups or through 
district boards) which are set forth in chapter III are 
just a!s valid in the ease of the federal Assembly as they are 
in the case of the provincial councils. If the system were based 
on adult franehisq, it would be administratively impracticable. 
If the provincial council electors were formed into groups of, 
jsay, 10 to elect a secondary elector, so that the secondary voters 
were reduced to about 3,600,000, the administrative difficulties would 
still be formidable, the system would involve a double election with 
aU ite expense and trouble for candidates and voters — ^f or the primary 
election would certainly be fought as a political contest ; the primary 
voter would have no certainty as to how the secondary dector voted ; 
the chances of manipulation and corruption would be increased ; and 
the other objections to the system pointed out in the earlier part of 
this r€^port would apply. Moreover, while size and numbers present 
furmidable difficulties, there are considerations to be put on the other 



160 


CHiPTEE XX* 


side. The first is that the problem of dealing with such astronomic 
numbers will not arise for a considerable time. We are not pro- 
posing adult franchise for the provinces, and it seems unlitely that it 
will be introduced in the near future for the federation either. The 
second is that the problem will become more manageable in propor- 
tion as the -whole population becomes educated, as broadcasting 
becomes universal and as transport facilities and arrangements for 
public meetings improve. The third is that the experience of the 
TJnited States of America, which are to-day infinitely better equipped 
both in education and in radio and transport facHities than 
India, and w^here political parties are exceptionally highly organiSsed, 
proves that there is nothing inherently impossible about the eventual 
election of members of the federal Assembly by the -whole adult 
population of British India. The area of the United States is 
3,026j7S9 square miles of which one-third consists of thinly popu- 
lated mountain territory. The population is 122,775,046. The 
number of members of the House of Bepresentatives is 435, or one 
for every 6,958 square miles and 282,241 of the population. The 
number of the Senate is 96. Two members are elected by each state, 
■yfetdng as^ a single constituency, of which the largest is New York, 
with an area of 49,204 square miles and a population of 12,588,066, 
and the smallest is Ehode Island, with an area of 1,248 square miles 
and a population of 687,497. (Nevada has an area of 109,821 square 
miles and a population of 91,058.) 

404. We have come to the conclusion, therefore, that in the case 
of the federal, no less than of the provincial legislatures, -we must pro- 
ceed on the basis of the direct vote of the inSvidual elector, leaving 
time and progress to overcome the obstacles which exist to-day to 
anything like adnlt suffrage for the feder^ Assembly. Before, how- 
ever, considering the extent to which the present electorate of 1,140, MO 
should be increased, there are two preliminary matters to be dis- 
cussed — ^the size of the Assembly* and the distribution of seats between 
the provinces. 

Size ci the Assembly and distributioii of seats betwe^ provinces. 

405. While we approve of the number of seats allotted to the 
Senate, we are of opinion that the number of seats allotted to 
British India in the A^mbly, namely, 200, is too small, from the 
point of view of the proper working of the electoral system itself. The 
following table gives the average area of each constituency, dividing 
the total area of each province by the number of seats allotted to it : — 

Area per 

Province. ISTo. of member 

seats, in square 


Hiadras 




32 

miles. 

4,446 

Bombay 

• m 



26 

4,7SS 

Bengal 




32 

2,422 

TJnited Ftoviaoes 




32 

3,320 

Punjab ’ 




26 

3,815 

Bihar and Orissa 




26 

3,194 

Central Provinces 




12 

8,326 

Assam . . . . . . 




7 

7,869 

Bortii-West Pixmtkr Province .. 



• • 

3 

4,506 
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Our proposals. 

In ])ra^iee the area will be larger, partly a certain nii» 

her of seats wiU consist of compact nrban areas and partly because, if 
separate electorates are adopted, the aTerage Muhammadan seat will beT 
about 12,500 square miles and the average non-Muhammadan seat 6,500" 
square miles in area. These areas are far too large for convenient 
woriiiig, or to enable the member to maintain reasonable contact with 
the electorate in the present condition of communications in India.* 
The same argument applies to numbers. The fewer the consti- 
tuencies, the larger the number of electors with which every candidate* 
will have to deal. This will become plainer when we come to 
sdder the actual electorate we propose. In the meanwhile we wouki- 
only say that we consider that the number of i^ts in the fedeml 
Assembly should be increased so as to allot to British India 300 seats, 
instead of 200, thus reducing the average area of the constituency by 
one-third. We recognise the arguments which have been advanced 
in favour of beeping the federal legislature a small and cmnpact body, 
especially in view of the fact that its activities will be restricted to the 
federal sphere. But if responsible government is to develop pro- 
p^ly, the electoral system must make it possible for the candidate and 
member to get and keep in touch with his constituents, and we think 
that from this point of view an increase in the Briti^ Indian seats 
to 3(K> is necessary. The distribution of these seats between the 
provinces should be in the same proportion as that recommended by 
tile Federal Structure Committee. 

Franchise for the Assembly. 

406. We now come to the franchise for the Assembly. The Gov- 
ernments and franchise .committees of Bombay, Bengal, and Bihar 
and Orissa, and the Governments of the Punjab and Assam, are m 
favour of retaining for the new Assembly the franchise qualification 
for the existing Assembly. The Madras Government and committee 
would double the present electors and the Assam committee would 
treble it. The Government and committee of the Central Provinces 
and the committees of the United Provinces and the Punjab propose 
the franchise for the present legislative councils as the future 
Assembly franchise. The United Provinces Government proposes 
the members of the present local boards. 

Objections to adopting the franchise imopo^^d for provincial councils. 

407. The federal legislature is to be the body through which the 
national spirit and aspirations will e±J)ress themselves and accomplish 
their ends. DifBcult as is the groblem of finding a suitable basis of 
franchise for the Assembly owing to the size of British India and 
the numbers of its population, we think that the electorate must be 
Considerably larger than that contemplated at present by most of 
the provincial Gcn^emments and eommifteefs. ’ The present electorate 
eohSisti of 1,140,000 persons, all of them enfranchised under a high 
fui^erty qualMediion. ’fMs eleetdrate is Obviously much too smml. 
It Ms tller^dre been sugge^ed that the franchise for the A^eifibly 

be tile same as for the provincial couiieils. At first sight this 
hah a greht deal to reeoiftoend it. It is rimple, for it ih- 
wives the pn^mtion of onfy One f611. And it provided for ah fair a 
dfeiWtbiition Of voting pow^ between the variouh sections of the 
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community as is practical by the direct vote to-day, for reasons we 
have explained in the chapters dealing with the provincial franchise. 
But on closer consideration, we have been driven to reject it for three 
reasons. The first is that the electorate for the Assembly will be re- 
quired to deal with problems much more remote from the experience 
and knowledge of the village voter than the problems which will come 
before the provincial legislature. It seems unwise snddmily to extend 
an electorate of a little over a million electors to a total of nearly 36 
Tnillinra , the vast majoritj' of whom will be illiterate, and aE but 7 
millions of whom will never have cast a vote even for the provincM 
councils. The second is that we have extended the provincial elec- 
torate as far as we consider administratively practicable. The present 
practice is to hold the provincial and the assembly elections on the 
same day. If each elector had to east two votes for different candi- 
dates and in different compartments it might cause an administrative 
breakdown. The third reason, however, is even more conclusive. The 
following table shows what the number of electors per member and 
the area per constituency in each province would be on the two alter- 
natives that the British Indian members of the Assembly numl^r 200 
and 300, respectively ; — 

200 members. 300 members. 


jProTinee. 


Area. 

Electors. 

Area. 

Electors. 

Madras 


4,446 

226,375 

2,964 

150,916 

Bombay 


4,756 

143,307 

3,168 

95,538 

Bezigal 


2,422 

250,000 

1,614 

166,667 

United Provinces 


3,320 

234,375 

2,213 

156,250 

Punjab 

• a 

3,815 

107,692 

2,543 

71,794 

"Bihar and Orissa 

• # 

3,194 

134,615 

2,129 

89,743 

Provinces 

« • 

8,326 

162,500 

5,550 

108,333 

Assam 


7,859 

148,571 

5,239 

99,047 


408. This number of electors per member in such large areas would 
be quite unmanageable under present conditions, when the majority 
of the electors on the provincial rolls will be illiterate, when news- 
papers and commurdcations are only partially developed so far as the 
villages are concerned, and when party organisation, which alone 
can make the xwlitical education of such numbers possible, is in its 
intocy. Even these figures, however, do not show the full extent 
of the difficulty. If separate electorates are maintained for Mus lims 
and in the Punjab for Sikhs, the number of voters per member would 
not be increased, but the area over which they would be distributed 
and which candidates would have to covmr would be enlarged, as shown 
above, to between 6,500 and 12,500 square sniles with an Assembly 
containing 200 or between 4,300 and 8,300 square miles with an 
Assembly containing 300 members for British India. If we take into 
account the fact that some of the seats will be specially allotted to 
women, to labour and- to special interests and that some will be in 
compact urban areas, tlien, with a l^slature of 300, rural seats 
would cover on the average between 5,000 and 10,000 square mile s 
and contain between 100,000 and 150,000 electora After fhe fullest 
considCTation we are convinced that such constituencies are too large 
for practical working at the present dayi It would, we thmV 
be utterly impossible for any real touch to he maintained between 
the Assembly member and his constituents. Indeed, it would ^be 
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setting an impossible task both to the candidate and to^ the elector, 
and would be founding the new federal Assembly on an irresponsible 
basis. 

Out proposals. 

409, We have therefore decided to recommend as the only 
practical course that the franchise for the federal Assembly should be 
the same as that now in force for the provincial councils, supple- 
mented by an educational qualification both for men and women. 
A fairly high property qualification will ensure that the voter has 
had some experience of affairs, while in those who do not possess 
the property qualification, it is not unreasonable to require a moderate 
standard of education. The electors for the present provincial 
councils number 7,108,472 and while a large proportion of them are 
illiterate, most of them have had an opportunity of voting in four 
provincial {elections, and therefore may be said to have had some 
political experience. We consider it important that as many of 
file Assembly electors as possible should be able to read intelligently 
books and newspapers dealing with the vital but difficult issues 
which will come before the federal legislature. We therefore 
suggest that in the case of men the educational qualification should 
be the possession of the matriculation or school leaving certificate 
or the equivalent in the case of Madrassas, dharamsalas and other 
vernacular schools (see paragraph 83) and, because education 
has made much less progress among women, that in the 
case of women it should, for the present, be the attain- 
ment of the upper primary standard. In recent years the 
number of men obtaining the matriculation or school leaving certi- 
ficate has been about 50,000 per annum and the number of women 
passing the upp^ primary standard has been about 12,000 per 
annum. Owing to overlapping with the property qualification and 
to the faef that these certificates are obtained some years before 
the age of 21 it is difficult to estimate how many additional voters 
the educational qualification will place upon the roll. It will, how- 
ever, be a steadily expanding number and if, as we think desirable, 
the local Governments afford opportunities to adults to establish that 
they have reached these comparatively low standards, a rapidly ex- 
panding number. Even so, however, it is clear that the number of 
women on the electoral roll for the federal Assembly will be very small. 
It may not exceed 400,000, or at most 500,000, as against about 
6,800,(X)6 men voters, which is not much above the proportion of one 
to twenty which the Prime Minister in his letter of instructions 
stated to be inadequate. We therefore consider that when the 
Assembly roll is being prepared, the names of all women who are 
entered on the new provincial council rolls under the literacy quali- 
fication should be added to it. This p'roviifion, however, ^ould 
apply only to the first roll of election to the Assembly. There^ 
after, while ^ the names of all women who have been en- 
tered on the roll by reason of literacy should be. re- 
tained, the qualification for the addition of new women electors 
should be the upper primary standard. It is difficult to estimate 
what the number of^ women thus added to the Assembly roll will be. 
The figures for women literates over 20 as given in the census for the 
various provinces will be found in paragraph 215 inihe chapter on 

ii2 
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francM^e. They number 1,255,000- The census authorities, 
however, make no investigation of literacy but accept the statement 
of the individual coneernoi as to whether he or she can wi-ite a 
letter to a friend and read the reply. The vromen who will qualify 
for the vote under the literacy qualification as proposed by us in 
paragraph 84 will certainly be considerably less than this figure, for, 
to a large extent, entry on the rod will depend upon the women tak- 
ing the steps necessary to establish the fact that they are literate. 
Our proposi may, however, bring the number of women electors ffor 
the xVssembly up to 1,000,000, and if all those recorded in the census 
as literate place their names on the roll, the total will be about 
1,500,000, as compared with a male electorate of about 6,800,000. 

410. This proposal has the advantage that all women electors for 

As^mbly will be qualified in their own right, on the ground of pro- 

pcirty or education. It is open to the objection that it departs from 
the principle we have laid down that the educational qualification for 
the Assembly voter should be a fairly high one, and admits to the 
roil a large number of merely literate women. But, as already 
pointed out, a considerable proportion of the men electors will be illi- 
terate, and we consider this temporary departuire from the educa- 
tional standard we propose as the permanent basis for the roll, to be 
a smaller evil than the enfranchisement of less than 500,000 women 
for an Assembly which will deal with many matters of vital con- 
eem to them. 

411. In the Central Provinces, the existing council electorate is 
unduly low, consisting of little more than one pe^r cent, of the popu- 
lation. We think that in this province the federal Assembly elec^ 
torate should be double the pr^nt council electorate, and the local 
Government should revise the franchise qualifications so as to ensure 
tins result. 


D&rMbution of voting povr^ nmSer &wt ptofosatei 

412. We recoghme that one serious objfection to these proposals 
is that they will enfranchise only 3.3 per cent, of the population, and 
that, taken by themselves, they do not ptotide for that distribution 
of voting power among all sections of the eommxinily 'which according 
tor the ihsiructioim of the Priine MihistCr we should endeavour to 
secure. Por the reasons we have already givai, it is impracticable 
to-di^ to obthin this by the exteimion of the franchise to all the 
da^es to whom we have extended the vote in the provinces. We are, 
ho#.ever, increasing the electorate for the Assembly from 1,140,000 to 
♦8,&0O,OTO, which Ivill enfranchise approximately 10 per cent, of the 
idtdt ^ales, as cfompared with one per cent, to-day, and a large pro- 
p#tiOh of the 'edticated class. , We propose further to repmtedy the 
defedi in the distribution of voting power by providing for the direct 
r^pr^ntatioh of woihen and labour in the Assembly as described in 
tie next chapter. (The representation of the deptei^ed classes in 
the Assembly ik outside the scope of oUr reference.) Though this is 
not the same thing as full enfranchisement, it is the only’ system 
#Meh is practical tinder present day conditions. Moreover, most 
df the matters dealt with by the federal Assembly toU affect the 
mass of the populatito less directly than do the inatter^ under the 
dontfol of the proyndkl It^islatnfes and will l^ hiuch hardet f6r 

Sxcmamg the additional depressed class electors proposed in para. 4^ 
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them to understand. It has further to be borne in mind that the 
Senate will be a microoosm of the proTincial legislatures, and tMt 
in so far as the latter represent the electorate of 36 millions which 
we* are recommending for them, the Senate will also be representa- 
tive of classes of the population which will not be directly enfranchised 
for the Assembly. Finally, under the proposals of the Bound 
Table Conference, the federal legislature wiU not at first be 
responsible over the whole federal sphere. The federal Assembly 
will contain representatives of the Indian States as well as of British 
India and we suggest that provision should be made in the constitu- 
tion for a reconsideration of the franchise for British India after a 
definite period. 

413. The extension of the franchise for the A^emblj to an 
electorate seven times as large as the present Assembly electorate, 
through the addition of the educational qualification and the provision 
of special seats for wmnen and labour is the best compromise with the 
facts of area and numbers we can suggest at the present time. In 
addition, as the Federal Structure Committee of the Round 
Table Conference also advised, we consider it essential that commerce 
and industry, bottt Indian and European, should be directly 
represented in the Assembly, though not in numbers which are 
likely to affect the general balance of political power. On these 
conditions, we consider that the federal legislatu’re, Senate and 
Assembly, will be as representative of the general mass of th'e com- 
munity in British India as is praeticable to-day, and that no im- 
portant section of the community will lack the means of expresmng 
its needs and its opinions. 

jBfffct of our proposals. 

414. Our proposals will create an electorate of between e%ht 
and nine millions. The following table sdiows the average area of 
the constituencies and the number of voters for a House of 200 and 
300 respectively — 


Brovinoe. 


200 members. 

300 members. 



Area. 

Electors. 

Aie^. 

Electors* 

Ifadraa 


4,446 

56,718 

^964 

37,812 

l^t&hay 


4,?5a 

40,453 

3,168 

26,968 

Beagal . . 



53,400 

1,6^4 

35,600 

United Provinces 


3,3^ 

55,446 

2,213 

36,964 

Bnnjab . . 


3,815 

31,923 

2,543 

21,282 

Bihar Oris^ 


3,104 

19,050 

2,129 

1^,700 

Oektrel Piovince^ 


8,3!^ 

19,958 

5,6§0 

1?,305 

Assam . . • . 



- 46,9f6 

5,239 

31,317 


If our recommendation in i^ragraph 411 above is accepted these 
%nre§ for votjBrs will become, for. the Central Provinces, 36,583 and 
^,8^ respectivetr. . . . * . 

415 . If separate electorates are maihtained for Muslinas and Sikhs, 
account is takpn ff the ^wn constituencies, the seats allotted 
% :w^inen,: labour, and .^pe^al; inter^ts, the constitimncies fnder 
our proposals^ while varfin^ iu size, will, ik the country 

<|i^]^c|ts, average be-feveen apd JOjQiSO square miles in area 

will contain bfjwfen § nd,35 JOO electors. This wiU ifapose 

a heavy task upon^.th^ c^d^tfi ai^ the |^ty organisation, apd we 
are satisfied that it is the course of wii^om and practical statesman- 
ship to go no further at present/ 
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CHAPTER XXI.— SPECIAL REPRESENTATION IN THE 
FEDERAL LEGISLATURE. 

417. Pending a decision on the eommnnal question, it is not 
possible to arrive at any precise figures for the representation of 
special interests in the Federal Legislature. We can, therefore, only 
discuss the general basis upon which we think they should be re- 
presented, though in the case of women, labour, landlords, and 
commerce, as suggested by the Round Table Conference, we have 
suggested certain tentative figures. We desire to ad^ that some of 
our number have felt considerably hampered in dealing with the 
questions discussed in this chapter by the fact that the communal 
i^ue has not yet been decided, and they reserve their right to re- 
consider their recommendations in the light of the decision that may 
eventually be reached. 

Women. 

418. Though women will be able to compete for Assembly seats 
on the same terms as men, it is unlikely that they wiU be returned, 
except possibly in a few isolated cases, in the early years of the new 
constitution. We therefore think it is essential that, in the Assembly 
as in the provincial legislatures, a certain number of seats should 
be reserved for women. We suggest that each province should return 
one woman member to the federal Assembly — a total of nine— to 
watch over matters in which women are specially interested. We 
have considered various methods by which these women should be 
elected, by special constituencies of educated or literate women, by 
one of the ordinary constituencies in which the electors should have 
two votes, one of which must be cast for a woman candidate, and also 
a suggestion that the women gaining the largest proportionate 
number of votes in ordinary constituencies should have the option, 
in order, of going to the Assembly instead of to the council. There 
are obvious objections to all these courses, and we have finally 
decided that the best method would be for the woman mem- 
ber of the Assembly to be elected by the provincial councils, which 
will themselves contain both men and women, and will be elected 
by the votes of both men and women. We feel that the objec- 
tions which have been raised to the co-option of a number of women 
to reserved seats in the councils themselves do not apply to the 
choice of a single woman representative by these councils to sit 
in the Assembly. We think that the councils should be free to elect 
women, either from their own members or from outside, but that, 
as is now the general rule, no woman should be nominated for elec- 
tion to the federal Assembly without her own consent. We 
have considered whether the provincial council should be confined 
to electing from among women nominated by recognised women’s 
aipieictions, and we have rejected the idea, partly because we think 
that the council itself should be left a free hand, and partly because 
no such right could he conferred on women’s associations without 
bringing them under statutory r^ulation in some form. 

Depraiesed classes, 

419. We have received very few statisti<^s regarding the number 
of the denresssed classes who ^refetain admissicm to the Sectoral roll 
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which we propose for the federal lower house, but in Bombay they 
number only 29,000 and in Madras 58,000, while it is reported 
that in nine constituencies in the Central Provinces they 
numlwr only 2,478 out of a total electorate of 44,479, or 
6 per cent. For the other provinet® we have received 
no Ogures. It is obvious that if the e^tu^ franchise for the 
provincial councils is to be the franchise for the future federal 
lower house, the strength of the depressed class electorate for that 
house will be very small. 

420. For the reasons which we have given in Chapter X we 
consider that when necessary a differential qualification should be 
prescribed for the depressed classes, and we now recommend that 
the literacy qualification should be added to the general qualifica- 
tion in their ease for admission to the electorate for the 
federal lower house. 'We have ascertained from the Census Com- 
missioner that these qualifications together will enfranchise at least 
2 per cent, of the depressed class population and in view of the 
fact that we propose to enfranchise only 3 per cent of the general 
population, we consider that this proposal is, for the present, 
adequate. 


Commerce. 

421. The federal Legislature will deal with the major aspects of 
commercial, industrial, and financial policy. There is no guarantee 
that persons qualified to speak with expert knowledge on these 
largely technical matters will be returned by the general constitu- 
encies. Tite civil service, which will advise the ministers, has know- 
l^ge of the ordinary administration of the country, but usuaEy 
has had no experjepee of those great comipercial and industriai 
and banking undertakings which are coming to play a rapidly in, 
ereasmg part in the life of every community in the modem world 
We think, therefore, that in oyder that the legislature may be 
better equipped to deal with economic subjects, a cer'^ain number 
of seats should be filled by representatives of commerce and Indus- 
tuy cliosfi?! by Chambers of Conmierce and other equivalent 

bodies for tlie purpose of speaking in the legislatures from the 
^pert and technical point of view. It is not, however, necessary 
that them numbers should be large, for only a limited number of 
standing can find time to attend the sessions 
ot the Oent^ Legislature and take an active part in polities. At 
j^esent Indian commerce is represented by four members of the 
4»mbly elected by eommereial constituenci® in Calcutta, Madras 

commwee by three elected members 
in the Council of State and by one member of the Assembly who fe 
j Governor-General on the recommendation of the 

.^swiated Chambers of Commerce of India. The anorqalous nature 

European Copijneree ha? frequently been 
the subject of complaint, and we propose that in future ^1 eommer- 
cial repr®entetion should be eone^tratei in the Assembly We 

Assembly to Ipdiap cpmmeree and 
&ur to European commeree, three members in each case tp be eloelJe^ 
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as at present bj the commercial organisations in Calcutta, Bombay and 
Madras, wbicb are specified below, one seat being allotted in r^peet 
of Indian Chambers to the All-India Federation of Indian Chambers 
of Commeree, and another in respect of European commerce to the 
Associated Chambers of Commeree of India for the election in each 
case of a representative of commeree from the areas outside the 
three Presidencies. We have considered the possibility of amalga- 
mating the representation of European and Indian commerce iu 
joint electorates but we are assured that this step would not meet 
with the approval of the European commercial bodies, and that at 
least some Indian concerns would prefer to maintain separate elec- 
torates. We do not therefore wish to press for amalgamation, but 
we think that the matter should be borne in mind, and that if here- 
after Indian and European commercial interests can agree to com- 
bine for the purpose of representation in the legislatures, effect 
should be given to this arrangement. For the present, we recom- 
mend that the representation of commerce in the federal Assembly 
should be allotted as follows ; — 

Indian Commerce — 

Bengal National Chamber of Com m erce . . . • 1 

South India Chamber of Commerce . . . . 1 

Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau . . . . 1 

The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
should be empowered to elect a member to represent 
provinces other than the three Presidencies . . 1 

European Commerce — 

Bengal Chamber of Commerce . . . . 1 

Bombay Chamber of Commerce . , - , I. 

Madras Chamber of Commerce . . . • 1 

71ie Associated Chambers of Commerce should, be 
empowered to elect a member to represent 
provinces other than the three Presidencies . . 1 

Xiabour. 

423. Under the new constitution, labour will be to a large extent a 
central subject, under the general control of the federal legislature, 
an^i |t is of great importance in these circumstances to secure re- 
presentation for it ^s a special interest }n that body. Iforeover, 
franchise proposed by us for the federal legislatpre will not 
bn the ^eciQral roll the same proportion of the working 
classes, as in the case of the provincial legislatures. It ie> theire- 
fore, essential to find some direct m>resen|;at^qn for labour in tjie 
Centrel We accordingly reeommehg , that .eigh^ seats should be 
j^et aside for lab^^ the federal Ai^mbly, a number, which 'vyld 
rive it a represenlattpn eq,tial in strength to that proposed in the 
ease of commerce: 
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423. The question of the method of election to these seats, and of 
their allocation, is one of some difficulty. The alternatives before 
us are 


(t) election through trade unions, 

(it) special labour constituencies, and 
(Hi) the combination of both. 

We are in favour of the first method. In the case of plantation 
labour and the jute industry, where trade unions do not exist 
or are too weak at present, the method of labour representation 
should be further considered at the time of the delimitation of consti- 
tuencies. The qualifications .of electors and candidates should be the 
same as those recommended in the ease of trade union constituencies in 
provinces, except that the number of electors to each electoral 
delegate should be 300 and not 100. 

424. The whole question will have to be considered in detail at a 
later stage when constituencies are being delimited. It has been 
suggested to us that the following interests deserve special con- 
sideration : — jute, transport (including railways), textiles, seamen, 
planting, and mining. We suggest further that one seat m%ht be 
filled through the All-India Trade Union Federation to represent 
general labour interests falling outside the categories mentioned. 

425. It has been pointed out that the allocation of representation 
on a functional basis may create difficulties in connection with the 
provincial quotas in the federal legislature, and this matter will also 
reqtiire consideration. 


Landlords. 

426. As regards landlords, the Statutory Commissiem considered 
that the great landlords were at present returned in such numbers 
to the legislatures by the genmal constituencies that the roeoial pro- 
tection now furnished might safely he withdrawn, but that if candi- 
dates of this class were not returned in the proportion now 
guaranteed to them there should be power to nominate such 
members up to that proportion. Under the franchise proposed by 
TO, however, representation both in the provinces and in the federal 

become more popular in. character. It has 
fumer been urged that the most important interests of landholders 
win m futee be the exclusive concern of the provincial legislatures, 
unnecessary to give them special representation in 
the fedCTal l^embly. The majority of to do not agree with this 
view, m existing landlords' electorates in the different provinces 
coTOist in the mam of men of position who exercise a substantial 
influence m tbe country side. We think that it might be a matter 
of legitimate gmvance if their representation were taken away 
altogether when both the dectorate and the size of the legislatures 
^ mcreased. But while it is important and fair that such 
mterests simuld not go unrepresented in the Assemh^, it is not 
necessary that their existing nepresmtation should be increased in 
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proportion to the increase in the size of the jisBemh^, and w 
reconmiend that a landlords’ eonstitaency should be retained for 
each province which has one at present, Madras, Bombay, 
Bengal, the United Provinces, the Punjab, Bihar and Orissa and 
the Central Provinces. The detailed arrangements for the constitu- 
tion of the landlords’ constituencies should be further examined at the 
stage when the constituencies are being delimited. 

Tbi^ Minor Provinces. 

427. The suggestion was made in the third report of the Federal 
Structure Committee of the Round Table Conference that one seat 
each should be allotted to Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Coorg in the 
federal Assembly. We were unable to visit any of these province 
except Ddhi, or to go into their needs in any detail. We therefore 
make no recommendations regarding them, but we received strong 
representations regarding the advisability of allotting a second seat 
to Delhi, and we think this matter might be. further conmdered. 
when the general distribution of seats for the federal legiidaturaa 
is under examination. 


f 
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^ENOWLEDG^JuBNT. 


428. We cannot conclude without referring to the debt wMeh we 
<?we to the Secretariat. Mr. T. C. S. Jayaratnam, I.C.S. and Mr. J. G. 
Laithwaite have acted jointly as our principjd Secretaries throughout 
our inquiries. Their duties, which would have been heavy in any 
event, were immensely increased by the speed at which we have 
been forced to work. It is true to say that without their assistance 
it would have been impossible for us to conclude our task within the 
tune allotted ; their experience and advice have been most nseful 
to us in all circumstances, and it is impossible to speak too bigbly ol 
the efficiency with which they carried out their duties. 

We are also indebted to our Publicity OfBcer, Mr. I. M. Stephens, 
for the admirable tact and discretion with wjpch he handled his diffl- 
cidt task. Not thp least valuable effect of the work of our Com- 
mittee was the public confidence created by the knowledge that the 
work of the Round Table Conference was being actively carried to 
a determined conclusion. Mr. Stephens at an early period estab- 
li^ed excellent relations with the Press of all shades of opinion and 
his work not only kept the public fully infonned of the progress of 
our proceedings, but was also of great value by eHeiting in 
the newspapers the expression of very varied views which were most 
nseful to us in ^timating the probable reaction of public opinion 
to our proposals. 

We also wish to acknowledge the v^uable help we have received 
from our Assistant Secretaries. Mr. S. P. Thompson, I.C.S., has 
throughout been of great assistance to ns in coimectiwi with the 
general work of the Committee, while on Mr. P. H. T. Ward has 
fallen heavy burden, which he has admirably disc^iaiged, of 
arranging the many details necessary for the transport of 40 people 
■over 7,000 miles in comfort and security. 

Finally we wish to pay a very high tribute to the 
■cheerfulness and energy of our entire office staff. The accuracy and 
speed TOth which they have carried out their duties has been beyond 
all praise, and the conditions of work during so extensive and rapid 
n tour have often been extremely difficult for them. A special word 
■of commendation is required for our Superintendent, Rai Sahib 
D. N. Maitra, whose capacity for organization has throughout been 
excellent. 


Si^plementary Notes and Minute of Dissent. 

429. We append notes of a supplementary character by certain of 
•our eoUeagnes on points arising out of our report. Messrs. Tambe, 
Chintamani, and Bakhale have signed the report subject to the minute 
of dissent which follows*. Some comments by a majority of our 


•Page 212. 
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committee on the questions dealt with in that minute will be found on 
page 231. 

We have the honour to be, 

• Snt, 

Your obedient servants, 

Lothian, Chairman. 

J. H. Kebb. 

B. R. Ambedkar. 

M. Aziz-ul-Hcqub. 

R. R. Bab:halb.* 


R. A. Butlee. 

C. Y. Chintamani.* 
Dufebbin and Ava. 

£. MHiDEB. 

J. Milnisb. 

A. Ramaswami Mtjdautab. 
Mart Pickpoed. 

K. Radhabai Subbasatan. 
StTNDEB Singh Majithia. 

S. B. Tambe.* 

Mohammad Yakub. 
ZuiiPiQAB Am Khan. 


T. G. S. Jatabatnam 
J. G. Latehwaite 


} 


Secretaries, 


Simla, the 1st Mwy, 1932. 


•Subject to minute of dissent. 
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BBHF SUMKABY OF THE GONCLUSIONS AHD BEOOH- 
MENDATION8 OF THE GOMBOTTEE. 

[This summary was prepared in the 8ecret(£riat after the Committee 
had dispersed. For authoritative statements of the Comnuitee’s 
recommendations, reference should be made to the text of the 
Report.] 

PART L— THE BASIS OP THE FRANCHISE. 

AdttZi Franchise. — ^In agreement witii all local Governments and 
provincial Committees, the Committee are of opinion that, great as 
•would be its advantages, the introduction of complete adidt franchise 
is impracticable in India to-day alike for administrative and for more 
general reasons (chapter 11, paras. 16 — 39). 

Modifications of Adult Franchise. — ^The Committee have also 
examined, but rejected, for the reasons dio'wn in the text, the follow- 
ing possible modifications of adult franchise : — 

(a) adult suffrage by indirect voting — ^the whole population 
being grouped in groups of, say, 20, 50, 100, or some 
other appropriate number, each primary group to elect 
from among its oivn numbers one or more secondary 
electors, who should form the constituencies for return- 
ing members to the legislatures in the ordinary way 
(chapter III, paras. 42—47) ; 

(J ) the introduction of adult suffrage -within certain age limits 
(chapter III, para. 48) ; 

(c) adult suffrage in large towns (chapter III, para. 49) ; 

(d) a system of household suffrage (para. 50) ; 

(e) a system of indirect voting by elected members of local 

boards (para. 51). 

They have also considered, but rejected, a system of foanchise 
ba^ on the combination of the direct and indirect systems of fran- 
chise (chapter IV, paras. 52 — 56). 

The Committee have also examined the suggestion that the fran- 
chise for the new legislatures should remain substantially as it is to- 
day because of the risk of combining an extension of the franchise 
•witli the introduction of responsible government, but have decided that 
the existing basis of franchise is unsatisfactory and inadequate. 

The Committee’s recommendations. — ^In the light of examination 
of the ^sterns referred to above, the Committee recommend 'the ex- 
■tension of the direct franchise on a basis which wiU provide, as far as 
is pracMeable, as laid down in th'eir letter of instructions, that “ no 
important section of the community lacks the means of expressing its 
n^ and its opinions ”. Th^ agree with the Franchise Sub-Oom- 
mit^ of the Round Table Conference in considering that the franchise 
in the provinces should be so extended as to enfranchise between 10 
and 25 |«r cent, of the population providing at the same time for a 
proper distribution of voting power between different sections of the 
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peeide (chaptCT V, paim 57—66)- Their recommendations for the- 
^eral franehiw will be found on page 163. 

PART 11.— THE PEOVINCBS. 

Chapters TI and Til.— The basis of the Franchise and the Provincial 

Franchise Schemes. 

The Committee recommend that the franchise in all the provinces 
should be based on the following qualifications : — 

(a) Property. — ^The Committee recommend that property, 
which has been the basis for the franchise hitherto, 
should be retained as one qualification for the vote, 
but that the level should be so reduced so as to en- 
franchise a much larger proportion of the population 
The property qualification proposed will vary in nature 
and level with the different circunmtanc^ of each pro- 
vince and a uniform qualification is in the Committee’s 
view impracticable. 

(S) Education. — The Committee also propose that an educa- 
tional qualification should be introduced which will be 
independent of property, and which dionld, so far as* 
possible, be uniform throughout the country. The Com- 
mittee recommend in the case of men the Upper Primary 
or a eorrespondifig educational standard, and in the ease 
of women literacy only. 

In additicm th^ recommend, for reasons explained later, the 
enfranchisement of the following : — 

(1) 'Wives of men who possess the property qualifications 

prescribed for the present provineuil edune^, 

(2) Members of special constituencies to be created for labour, 

(3) Members of the depressed classes for whom special 

franchise quaMcaticms may be prescribed, 

(4) Income-tax payers. 

The effect of these proposals will be to increase the electoral 
roll from 7 millions to over 86 millions of wlmm 29,382,000 will be 
m^ and 6,6^,000 women, and to enfranchise about 14.1 per cent, 
of the total population, and about 27.6 per cent, of the total adult 
population. The proportion of adult males who will be enfranchised 
will be 43.6 per cent., and the proportion of adult females 10.5 per 
cent, (paras. 63—76 ; 81—85). 

Chapter TUI. — Women’s franchise and representation, 

Frandsise.^—Tb.c Committee have aimed at securing in the electo- 
rate a proportiwi of about 1 woman to 4 mmi. Since the number of 
women who would be enfehnchised under the property and educational 
quaMca^ns proposed would be inadequate to seOuTe this they pro- 
pose in addition to enfrdhchise women Tt'ho are literate and women 
who are the wives of men -with the property qualification &t present 
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pre&oribed for the provincial legislative councils. Not more than one 
woman elector, in addition to the husband himself, should be en- 
franchised under the husband’s property qualification. A woman 
who has qualified for the vote in the life time of her husband should 
continue to have the vote after her husband’s death, but on remarriage 
should cease’ to be qualified in respect of her late husband (para- 
graphs 215-216). 

The Committee’s proposals increase the male electorate times 
and the women’s electorate 21 times (palragraph 217). 

The total women’s electorate for the provincial legislatures will 
be approximately 6,620,000, 

Representation . — In addition to the increased electorate proposed 
the Committee recommend reservation for ivomen during the first ten 
years of from 2 to 5 per cent, of seats in the provincial councils. 
Pending a decision on the communal question and the determination 
of the exact number of seats in each provincial legislature they can 
make no more detailed recommendation as to the number of seats 
which should be reserved for women. The seats to be reserved should 
be reserved in special general constituencies, urban or rural, formed 
for the purpose, and containing both men and women. No definite 
su^estions regarding the formation of such constituencies can be pur 
forward at this stage, but they should be determined when the terri- 
torial constituencies are being delimited (para. 220). 

Chapter 7X. — Representation of laiour in the Provincial Legislatures^ 

I. Agricultural Labour . — The Committee after consideration of 
various suggestions — the group system, household suffrage, a w^e 
earner’s franchise, a houserenM qualifications — ^record the conclusion 
that short of an extension of the franchise to a degree which they 
r^ard as impracticable at the present stage, there is no means of 
enfranchising agricultural labour as such. But they are satisfied 
that under the franchise recommended it will secure a certain re- 
presentation in the legislatures. This is more particularly the ease 
in view of the proposals for tiie enfranchisement of the depressed 
claves, which provide so large a peircentage of agncultural labour 
(para^aphs 227 — ^233). They equally do not recommend special 
representation for agricultural labour in the legislatures, and reject a 
suggestion that seats might be reserved for landless labour in multi- 
member constituencies in rural areas containing more than a fixed 
peSreentage of this class (para. 234). 

II. Industrid Labour . — ^The Ciommittee are unable to accept 
trade unions as the sole basis of representation (para. 246) and can- 
not regard nomination as a sat^actory solution of the problem 
(para. 243). They recommend special representation for industrial 
h^ur through eoi^stitueneies based on register^ trade unions and 
special labour constituencies of the nature described below (para- 
graphs 3^45— -246)* 

The Committee regard it as of extreme impoWance to avoid any 
overlapping between the trade mmm and the special labour eonsti- 
tuenmes, v^efcer in the same industry or the same geographical area. 

M 
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In view of the impossibility of dealing adequately 'with this problem 
in the time available, they confine themselves to recommending the 
total number of seats which should in their view be set aside for the 
representation of labour in the provincial legislat^es, leayi^ (save 
where they feel in a position to express a provisional opinion) the 
allocation of these seals as between trade union and industrial con- 
stituencies for settlement later in connection with the general de- 
limitation of constituencies (para. 253). 

On the above basis the Committee recommend that 38 seats in 
ali be set aside for labour m the provincial legislatures, as compared 
with 9 at present (pai-a. 276). Their detailed proposals are as 
follows : — ^Madras 6, Bombay 8, Bengal 8, the United Provinces 3, 
the Punjab 3, Bihar and Orissa 4, the Central Provinces 2, and 
Assam 4 (paras. 255 — 275). 

In the case of trade luiiou constituencies a union in order to 
qualify as an deetoral unit should have been registered for a mini- 
mum period of one year and have a minimum strength, of 100. If a 
trade union exists in any industry or trade for which a special consti- 
tuency is provided, it tiiould be combined, for electoral purposes, 
with other trade unions in the same area or province (para. 250). 
Where a trade union constituency is confined to a single area voting 
might be direct ; where it covers two or more different centres elec- 
tion should be through an electoral college composed of delegates 
elected in each union in the proportimi of one for each group of 100 
workers. Seats might, if conditions make it feasible and desirable, 
be set aside from among the tirade union seats to be filled by repre- 
sentatives of particular trade unions of special importance or a 
specially large membership (paragraph 247). 

The qualifications suggested for Sectors in trade union eonsti- 
tueneies are a minimum age of 21 and paying membership for at 
least six months of a registered trade union wMch has itself been in 
existence for at least twelve months. [For the first election under 
the new constitution the Oommittee recommend as a special case 
membership for a minimum of three months of a roistered trade 
union which has been in existence for at least six months (paragraph 
248).] A candidate for a trade union eonstituen<y should be either 
a mmnber or an honorary member or an official as defined in the 
Trade Unions Act of the trade unions concerned, his position in any 
of these capacities to be of not less than one year’s standing (para- 
graph-249). 

The electorate of the special labour constituencies shoizld include 
workers on the roll of any factory or other industrial undertaking 
employing a minimuTn of 10 persons. 

The qualifications suggested for electors (paragraph 250) are a 
minimum^ age of 21 and continuous employment with any employer 
for a period of six months prior to the preparation or revision of the 
electoral roll. The clerical and supeirvisii^ staff should not be eligible 
as electors (paragraph 251). The Committee think it important that 
candidates should be in a position genuinely to represent the Tn.oB.; of 
the working class population in the constituencies they represent, but 
are not agreed as to the qualifications to be required (paragraph 252). 
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Chapter X, — Depressed Classes. 

Definition. — The Committee consider that the term Depressed 
Classes should be applied to those only who are known as nntoiich- 
ables ”, according to heads (7) and (8) of the census definition of 
1911. They should not include primitive or aboriginal tribes, or 
those Hindus within the Hindu pale who are economically poor and 
in other ways backward but are not regarded as untouchables (paras. 
282-283). 

Numbers. — The Committee accept the following as the numbers 
of the depressed classes in the provinces specified (paras. 288 — ^291 ) : — 


Madras .. .. .. 7,100,000 

Bombay . . . . . . 1,700,000 

Bihar and Orissa . . . . 4,300,000 

Central Provinces . . . . 2,900,000 

Assam . . . . . . 655,000 


In Bengal, the United Provinces, and the Punjab, they are unable, on 
the information available at the date of signature, to give final figures, 
but they recommend that investigations on the basis of the census 
de:^ition above should be pursued with a view to a decision. If a 
local Government is satisfied that a particular caste or a great 
majority of a caste does not wish to be treated as a depressed elas<5, 
its wishes should be respected. Further consideration will be given 
to the revised lists at the next stage (para. 299). 

In so far as the other qualifications will not bring the number of 
depressed class voters on the roll up to 10 per cent, of the depressed 
class population, the Committee recommend the adoption of some 
form of differential franchise w'ith the object of bringing' a larger 
number of depressed classes on the electoral roll than would other- 
wise be possible and suggest action on the following lines : — 

{a) enfranchisement of village servants in Madras, Bombay and 
the Central Provinces, 

(6) the enfranchisement of members of the depressed classes 
who are literate. 

They would leave full discretion to local Governments as to the 
further measures, if any, to be adopted in order to produce a satis- 
factory level of enfranchisement ; but recommend that every effort 
should be made in all provinces to bring the depressed class electorate 
up to their population ratio, oir in any event as near as possible to 
10 per cent, of their population strength, except in Bihar and Orissa, 
where the general proportion of enfranchisement is only nine per 
cent, of the total population ; and they place on record certain sug- 
gestions made for achieving this object. 

Chapter XI. — Minor Mmoriiies and Special Interests,. 

Minor Mmorities. — The majority of the Committee agree in 
principle that representation should be secured to Europeans,* Indian 
Christians and Anglo-Indians in the new legislatures, but pending a 
decision' of the^ communal question are unable to niake'reeommenda- 

m2 
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lions as to the number of seats which should be allotted to these 
minorities (para. 316). 

Special Interests . — ^The Committee recommend that the seats at 
present allotted to commerce, industrj^ landlords, and universities 
should be retained but that their number should not be increased 
proportionately to any increase in the size of the legislatures. The re- 
arrangement or re-distribution of the seats allotted to landlords and 
commerce should be further considered at the stage of the delimita- 
tion of constituencies (paras. 322, 323. 333), as shordd the amalgama- 
tion of university seats, which has been recommended by some 
provinces (para. 336). The commercial and industrial oi^anisations 
now recognised for the purpose of representation in the legislatures 
are in their view fully capable of representing the interests of industry 
and commerce as such, and they do not in these circumstances recom- 
mend any increase in the number of the existing commercial consti- 
tuencies. The Committee reserve the r^ht, if necessary, to modify 
their recommendations in the light of the communal settlement 
(para. 317). The Committee think that the suggestion that the 
names of those firms which are members of the Chambers of Commerce 
■which elect to the commercial seats should appear on the electoral roll, 
and that the firm should depute some one to act on its behalf in an 
electoral capacity merits consideration in those pro-vinces in which 
this is not already the practice (para. 325). 

The Committee do not feel justified in supporting a suggestion 
that Indian and European business organisations shoxild elect their 
representatives through a joint electorate. There has been no demand 
from the Indian commercial community for joint representation while 
the Committee are satisfied that the European Chambers of Com- 
merce are at present averse from joint electorates. Unless and until a 
mutual understanding is reached between European and India-n 
Commerce, the Committee would not feel justified in modifying the 
existing position. 

In the ease of the universities the majority of the Committee 
confer that the balance of advantage rests wi& election by the 
registered graduates, and not by the Senate or court alone, one 
important argument m favour of tMs view being -flie fact that in 
many eases the Senate is largely formed by nominalaon. 

Chapter XU. — Aboriginals and HUl Tribes. 

It is weential that the interests of the aboriginals and hill 
tribes^ shouldi be protected by effective representation in the 
coundte, or if this is not pebble, by some other arrangement in the 
new oonstitiil 2 <m. The Committee have been tmable in the timp at 
their disposal to make any adequate investigation of the subject, and 
cannot therefore put forward any definite proposals, but they recom- 
mend that 'the matter should be further investigated by the local 
(^vernments concerned, and brought up at a later sttge when the 
tone comes for the delimitation of constituencies (para. 343). 
Meanwhile they place (m. record certain suggestion pht forward and 
commtend to the attention of the local Govemmfents of'Ass^ Bitar 
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and Orissa, the Central Provinces, and possibly Madras, consideration 
of the possibility of system of election by the local village headman 
(para. 341) ; and strongly recommend the adoption of some method of 
election, if found to be practicable, in preference to nomination 
(para. 341). They accept the view that the aboriginals are an en- 
tirely distinct community from the depressed classes, and that under 
no circumstances should the two communities be amalgamated for 
purposes of representation (para. 342). 

Chapter XIII. — The Military Service QvMification, 

The ioajority of the Committee recommend the retention of the 
existing military service qualification but are opposed to its extension 
to members, whether serving or retired, of the Indian Auxiliary or the 
Indian Teriitorial Forces, They are unable to recommend the 
creation of special military constituencies of a non-communal 
character. 

Chapter XIV. — Size of the Provincial Legislatures. 

A final decision as to the size and composition of the legislatures 
must await the settlement of the communal question. In the mean- 
time the Committee recommend, subject to* modification in detail 
after the communal decision has been given, that the size of the new 
legislatures in the provinces should be approximately that suggested 
by local Governments and provincial committees, i.e., between two and 
three times the present number of elected members (para. 360). 
The increase proposed will swell the total number of members 
of the provincial councils from 872 of whom 667 are elected to 
between 1,500 and 1,750, according to whether there is a second 
chamber or not (para. 363). 

Chapter XV. — Midtimemier and single-memder constituencies. 

The question is one on which no final opinion can be expressed 
at this stage since it lies at the core of the communal problem, which 
is beyond the Committee's terms of reference (para. 367). They 
recommend however the use of the cumulative vote, in preference to 
the restrictive vote, in such multi-member constituencies as may be 
established (para. 369). They are unanimously opposed to the 
introduction of the second ballot on the grounds of the expense and 
delay involved (para. 371), and to the introduction ^ of the 
alternative vote because of the complications to which it would give 
rise at a time when the extension of the electorate up to the limits 
of administrative manageability is being proposed (para, 373). 

The majority of the Committee see no reason to depart from the 
recommendation of the Government of Bombay and the Bombay 
pj^ovincial committee that the present arrangement under wM^ 
seati^ are reserved for Mahrattas in general non-Muslim constituencies 
in Bombay should continue (para. 368). ' 

Choppier XVI,— The Second Chamber in Provinces. / 

^ The questifftt whether Jhe, pro^fial Jtegi^tus^ of fee 
shoAd be bicameral is really a constitutional issue* T^idi' is 
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the scope of Ihe Committee’s terms of reference. Until these issues 
are setflied it would be useless to frame detailed schemes for tie 
franchise or the composition of the second chambers, if any, which 
are to be set up in the different provinces. The Committee record 
the main ailments which have been brought forward on each side 
bdt refrain from making any proposals (para. 385). 


Chapter XVII. — Minor Local Administrations : Delhi, Coorg, and 

Ajmer-Mertcara. 

The Committee have been unable to investigate the. question 
of the franchise as affecting these provinces in any detail or to 
visit any of them save Delhi, and are not in a position to make 
any recommendations regarding them. They think, however, in the 
ease of Delhi that the franchise system of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces would probably be foimd suitable and express the opinion 
that all these questions should be examined at a later stage during 
the delimitation of the constituencies after they have been further 
considered by the local administrations concerned in the light of 
the Committee’s report (para. 395). 


PAET III.— THE FEDERATION. 

Chapter X.YIII. — Introductory : Allocation of seats between provinces 
of British India in the Federal legislature. 

No case has been made out for modifying the allocation of seats 
in the Federal legislature between the provinces proposed by 1h.e 
Federal Structure Committee, and the Committee are satisfied that 
it could not be altered for one province without doing injustice to 
the other provinces (para. 398). 


Chapter XIX. — The Senate, 

^ The Committee agree with the Federal Structure Committee 
m recommending that the members of the Senate should be elected 
by me provincaal legidatures by the system of the single trans- 
ferable vote (para. 399). ^ ^ 

They recommend no increase in the number of members of the 
Senate (para. 400). 


They would leave provincial legislatures free to choose from 
among their own members or from outside whoever they 
worfd make the best representative of the province in the Senate. 
Tfiiey are on the whole, in favour of filling the seals vacated in 
^ovmcial legislates through the election of ■ members to the 
Senate by bye-election. Simultaneous tenure of a seat in the 
and the f^eral legislature should be barred in the 
issue ■ may have to be taken into 
^ountmnong other <»nsiderafaons in reaching a final decision on 
the que^on wheiher the Senate i^ould be elected as a whole im- 
each general election or re-elected as to one third or 
one half, sa^evey three years, and the Committee therefore content 

altematit^'^ ihb ^^^ts'for. tjem 
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Chapter XX.-— The Federal Aseemhly- 

In the case of the Federal Assembly no less than of the pro- 
vincial legislatures the only way forward is not indirect election 
but the extension of the system of direct election (para. 404). 

The Committee recommend, for electoral reasons, the. increase 
of the number of seats allotted to British India under the scheme 
provisionally adopted by the Federal Structure Committee from 
200 to 300. The distribution of seats between the provinces 
should however be in the same proportion as that rexiommended 
by the Federal Structure Committee (p.ara. 405). 

The Committee have considered the possibility of using the same 
franchise qualifications for the Assembly as they have proposed for 
the provincial councils but have rejected it partly on the ground of 
the inexperience of the new provincial electorate and partly on the 
ground that in present conditions the constituencies would be so large 
in area and would contain such a number of electors as to be un- 
manageable. 

They recommend the adoption as the franchise for the 
Federal Assembly of the franchise now in force for provincial 
legislative councils supplemented by an educational qualification 
for both men and women. The educational qualification in the 
case of men should^ be the possession of the Matriculation or 
School Leaying Certificate or the equivalent in the case of madrasas, 
patshalas, and other vernacular schools. In the case of women since 
education has made much less progress among women,, it should be 
the attainment of the upper primary standard. As this proposal 
will only enfranchise less than 500,000 women as against some 
7,500,000 men the Committee recommend that all women en- 
franchised under the literacy qualification for the provincial eouneils 
should be added to the first Assembly roll. Thereafter, while the 
names of all women who have been entered on the roll by reason 
of literacy should be retained, the qualificiation for the addition of 
new women electors should he the upper primary standard. The 
electorate which will result from acceptance of the. Committee’s 
proposals will be approximately 8^ millions. If all those recorded 
in the census as literate place their names on the roll, the total women 
electorate will he about 1,500,000, as compared with a male electo- 
rate of about 7,500,000 (para, 409). 

In view of the very small size of the existing electorate for the 
Provineiai Council in the Central Provinces the Committee recom- 
ihend that the electorate in that Province for the Federal Assembly 
should be double the electorate for the present Council and that the 
local Government should so revise the franchise qualifi&itions as to 
ensure this result (para. 411). 

The, total electorate ^or^ tjje Federal Assembly under their pro- 
pcMali will be between 8 anA 9 millions, as compared ^th s, present 
electorate of ‘ 1,14Q,000. . The Ccanmitt^ suggest , that, provision 
i^cjtild be inade .in the, constitution for, a, reconsideration of the 
fraiicliisfe fb¥ *]^ritish India in the case of the Federal Assembly 
after a definite period (para 412). 
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Chapter XXI,— Special Bepreseniaiion in the Federal Legislature, 

Tlie tentative recommendations of the Committee are as follows. 
They re^r^^e the right to modify them, if necessary, in the light of 
the commimal decision : — 

(a) Women, — Bach province should return one woman 

member to the federal assembly — total of nine — to 
watch over matters in which women are specially 
interested. The method of election should be election 
by the provincial legislative councils which will them- 
selves contain both men and women and which wdll be 
elected by the votes of both men and women. The 
council should be free to elect either from their own 
members or from outside, but no woman should be 
nominated to the Federal Assembly without her own 
consent (para. 418). 

(b) Depressed classes. — ^In order to bring a reasonable number 

of the members of the depressed classes on the electoral 
roll the literacy qualification should be added in their 
case to the general qualification for admission to the- 
electorate for the Federal Lower House. These quali- 
fications together will enfranchise at least 2 per cent., 
of the depressed class population, and in view of the 
fact that it is proposed to enfranchise only 3 per cent, 
of the general population, the Committee consider that 
this proposal is, for the present, adequate (para. 420).. 

(o) Commerce. — ^In future all commercial representation 
should be concentrated in the Assembly, The Com- 
mittee would for the pr^nt allot four seats to Indian 
Commerce and four to European Commerce. They 
have considered the possibility of amalgamatiog the 
repre^ntation of European and Indian Commerce in 
joint electorates but are assured that this step would 
not meet with the approval of th6 European Com- 
mercial bodies, and that at least some Indian concerns 
would prefer to maintain separate electorates. They 
do not therefore widi to press for amalgamation, hut 
think that the matter should be borne in mind, and 
&at if hereafter Indian and European commercial 
interests can agree tb ccaubme for the purpose of 
representation in the l^slatures, effect should be given 
^ this arrangemmit (para. 421). 

(<J) Led) our. 8 seafe should he set aside for labour in the 
federal ^mbly, a number which will give it ^ 
pr^mtation equal to t^iat prop^i^sed far Commence. 
Election should as f^r as possible ]^e l^irough tradq 
unions. In the case of pl^tation ' and th^ 
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jute industry, wliere trade unions do not exist or 
are too weak at present, the method of labour re- 
presentation should be further considered- at the time 
of the delimitation of constituencies. The qualifica- 
tions of electors and candidates should be the same 
as those recommended in the case of trade union 
constitueueies in provinces, except that the number of 
electors to each electoral delegate should be 300 and 
not 100 (paras. 422-423). 

The question as a whole will have to be reconmdered 
at a later stage when constituencies are being delimit^. 
Meanwhile the Committee place on record a suggestion 
that the following interests deserve special considera- 
tion : — ^jute, transport (including railways), textiles, 
seamen, planting, and mining. They suggest further 
that one seat should be filled through the All-India 
Trade Union Federation to represent general labour 
interests falling outside the categories mentioned 
(para 424) . 

The question whether the allocation of representa- 
tion on a functional basis may give rise to difficulties 
in connection with the provincial quotas m the federal 
legislature will also require consideration (para. 425). 

(e) Landlords . — The majority of the Committee favour the 
retention of special representation for landlords in 
the Federal Assembly, but do not think it necessary 
to increase their existing representation in proportion 
to the increase in the size of the Assembly. They 
recommend that a landlord’s constituency be retained 
for each province which has one at present, i.e., Madras, 
Bombay, Bengal, the United Provinces, the Ptmjab, 
Bihar and Orissa, and the Central Provmces. The 
detailed arrangements for the constitution of the 
landlords’ constituencies should be further examined 
at the stage when the eonstituendes are being 
delimited (para. 426). 

(/) Minor Provinces . — ^The Committee were unable to vidt 
any of these provinces save Delhi or to go into their 
needs in any detafl, and they make no recommendations 
regardii^ them, but they have received strong repre- 
sentations as to the ad'dsabilijy of allotting a second 
seat to Delhi, in addition to that which it would receive 
if the su^estion made in the final ’ repeat of tte 
FqderaJ Structure Committee were accepted, and think 
tTiiji matter might be further considered when the 
gmieral didrihution of seats for the federal assembly 
IS UjttdesP e d c Qpi^ ^ation (para. 42T) . 
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Ikt of points was prepared m the Secretariat after the Com- 
mittee had dispersed. For authoritative statements of the Com- 
mittee's proposals f reference should he made to the text of the 
BeportJl 

The Prime Minister’s letter of instructions (Appendix I) con- 
templated that the Franchise Committee should, in addition to the 
matters covered by its present report, submit complete and de- 
tailed proposals for the arrangement of constituencies for the new 
legislatures, Central and Pro^dncial ”, and expressed the 
hope that the Committee would be in a position in due course 
so to present a complete and detailed scheme for the composi- 
tion of each of the provincial legislatures and the Federal Legis- 
lature The question whether the provincial legislatures of the 
future should be unicameral or bicameral is one which will clearly 
have to be considered before final lecommendations can be made 
about the size and composition of those legislatures ; while the re- 
presentation, if any, to be provided in the legislatures for the peoples 
of the excluded areas will also require coi&ideration. A further 
important question for consideration is the qualifications and dis- 
qualifications of candidates for the legislatures. 

Apart from the major questions referred to above on which 
the Committee’s Beport contains either no recommendatijons or 
recommendations of a provisional character, there are a number of 
points of varying importance arising out ot or iueluded in, its re- 
commendations on which no final proposals are, or can be, made at 
this stage and which ^vill require further consideration, for the most 
part either after the decision of the communal question or at 
the s^e of the delimitation of constituencies. A list of these 
questions is appended. 

I— QUESTIONS FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE COMMUNAL DECISION. 

1. Mimr Minorities . — ^Number of seats to be allotted in the 

provincial legislatures (para. 323). 

2. Special Interests . — ^The proposals of the Committee for the 

number of seats to be allotted to special interests in 
the provincial legislatures are subject to the reserva- 
tion that some revi^cm may be necessary in the light 
of the communal decision (para. 318). 

3. Swe of Provincial Legislatures . — ^The recommendations of 

the Conpnittee can only be made precise once the 
commnnal decision has been reached (para. 360). 

4. Medhod of election the Federal * Cpper ' House . — The 

eonmunal issue ihay have to be takeu into account in 
d^idn^ whether the Senate dbtould be elected as a 
whole, immediate general election, or by 
ohe third of oi^e'half^ht three years. 
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The Committee in these circumstances have made no 
final recommendation on the point (para. 401). 

5. Bepresentation of special interests in the Federal Assem- 
bly, — The number of seats suggested by the Committee 
is subject to the reservation that some revision may 
be necessary after a decision on the communal ques- 
tion has been reached (para. 417). 

11.— QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE STAGE OP 
THE DELIMITATION OP CONSTITUENCIES. 

The Provinces. 

1. Women, — The Committee are unable in their Report to 

make final suggestions regarding the formation of 
women’s constituencies, but these should be determined 
when the territorial constituencies are being delimited 
(para. 220), 

2. Labour, — ^The allocation of the seats proposed for labour 

in the provincial legislatures as between trade union 
and special labour constituencies will have to be 
determined in connection with the general delimitation 
of constituencies (para. 253) [see also paragraphs 
257 (Madras) ; 259 (Bombay) ; 262 (Bengal) ; 264 
(United Provinces) ; 266 (Punjab) ; 270 (Bihar and 
Orissa) ; and 272 (Central Provinces)]. 

3. Bural and urban representaiion, — ^The question of the 

relative representation of town and country in the legis- 
latures should be examined when constituencies are 
delimited. The matter is of special importance in 
Madras, Bombay and possibly also in Bengal (para. 87). 

4. Special Interests in Provincial legislatures. 

Commerce ; Landlords, > — The question of the re- 

arrangement or redistribution of the commercial and 
landlord constituencies of which the retention is recom- 
mended should be further examined at the stage of the 
delimitation of constituencies (paras. 323 and 333). 

Universities. — Some provinces have recommended the 
amalgamation of university seats, and this question 
should be further considered at the stage of the 
delimitation of constituencies (para. 336). 

5. Aboriginal Tribes. — ^The problem of their representation 

should be further examined by the local Governments 
concerned, and brought up for consideration when the 
time comes for the dolimitation of constituencies (para. 
343). 

6. Minor Indeed Adoijnimstrat^s (Delhi^^XToo^ ' Ajmer-Mer- 

wara). — The franchise problem ikrrej^ffi to th^e pro- 
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vine^ should be reconsidered at a later stage during the 
delimitation of constituencies, after they have been 
further considered by the local administrations in the 
light of the Franchise Committee’s report (para. 395). 


Federal Legislature. 

7. Representation of Special Interests, Labour. 

(i) In the ease of plantation labour and of the jute industry, 
where Trade Unions do not at present exist, or are too 
weak to serve as a basis of representation, the method 
by which labour is to be represented should be fur- 
ther considered at th'e time of the delimitation of con- 
stituencies (para. 423). 

(it) The method by which the labour representatives should 
be elected will have to be considered in detail at a 
later stage when the constituencies are being deli- 
mited. It has been suggested that the following in- 
terests derh'e special consideration ; — ^jute, transport, 
(including railways), textiles, seamen, planting, 
mining. The Committee further suggest that one seat 
should be filled through the AU-India Trade Union 
Federation to represent general labour interests falling 
outside the categories mentioned (para. 4^) . 

Lar^ords . — The detailed arrangements for the con- 
stitution of the landlords constituencies should be fur- 
ther examined at the stage when the constituencies are 
bemg delimited (para. 426). 

8. Minor Local Admimstrations. — ^The advisability of allotting 
a second seat to Delhi in the Federal Assembly might be 
further considered when the general distribution of 
mts f<»^e federal legislature is under consideration 


III— MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Provinces. 

L As ^n as fte basis of the new franchise has been approved, 
unctions should be issued for the immediate prepara- 

qualifications finally 
proves that the proposals of the 
^Q(^se ^mmttee produce an teleetorate in which the 
population is markedly discrepant in 
,5^ wunity, it wiH'be n^^ssary to eon- 
® required in order to rectify 
isparity. The mformation should he made avail- 
abte ^soon as possible in view of its hn^rSce Se 
^ cohstitueneiea M d^ted 
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2. Sengal Provincial Franchise, 

(a) The local Government should consider whether the 
adoption as a basis for the franchise of a literacy 
qualification will result in bringing on the electoral 
roll an unduly large number of women, especially in 
non-Muslim constituencies (para. 136). 

(d) The local Government’s proposals for grouping urban 
areas in Bengal into constituencies should form the 
subject of consideration at a later stage of the investi- 
gation (para. 137). 

3. Ptmjab Provincial Franchise. — The local Government should 

re-examine the question of the representation of the non- 
agricultural tribes, and its effect on their general 
franchise scheme. 

4. Central Provinces Franchise, — The local Government should 

further examine the rent and revenue qualifications for 
different parts of the province which will produce the 
electorate recommended by us (para. 192). 

5. Depressed Classes, — Consideration should be given to the 

lists of depressed classes in the United Provinces, the 
Punjab, and Bihar and Orissa, so as to arrive at a 
definite list as soon as possible (para. 299). Local 
Governments should, when necessary, examine the 
alternative schemes discussed in paras. 308 — 314 for 
the enfranchisement of depressed clasises up to 10 per 
cent, of their population strength. 

6. Commercial seats in provincial legislatures. — The proposal 

that the name of the firms, which are members of the 
Chambers of Commerce which elect to the commercial 
constituencies, should appear on the electoral roll, and 
that they should be empowered to depute some one to 
act on their behalf in an electoral capacity, should be 
considered b 3 ^ those provinces in which this is not 
already the practice when the delimitation of constituen- 
cies is undertaken (para. 325). 

Federal Legislature. 

7. The Senate. — ^The question whether any action should be 

taken about these sections of the provincial legislature 
which will not he able to secure the quota of council 
members necessary to elect a senator will require con- 
sideration (para. 399). 

The Assembly. — The Federal Assembly will contain re- 
presentatives of the States a® well ais of British India, 
and the Committee suggest that provision be made in the 
constitution for a reconsideration of the franchise for 
British India after a definite period (para. 412). 

Mepresentation of Commerce in the Assembly. — The 
possibility of amalg^ating European and Indian Com- 
merce in joint electorates with reservation of seaU 
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shOTiId be borne in mind, and if hereafter European and 
Indian Commercial institutions can a^ee to combine for 
the purpose of common representation in the legisla- 
ture, effect should be given to this arrangement (para. 
421 ). 

Bepresentation of Labour in the Assembly . — It has been 
pointed out that the allocation of representation on 
a functional basis may create difficulties in connection 
with the provincial quotas in the federal legislature^ 
and this matter will also require consideration (para. 
425 ). 
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NOTE BY MAULVI SIR MOHAMMAD YAKUB ON WOMEN’S 

FRANCHISE. 

It is a matter of regret for me that I find myself unable to share, 
fully, the views of my colleagues on the question of women’s franchise. 

I should like to make it quite clear at the beginning of this note 
that I am fully sensible of the considerations advanced by the Statutory 
Commission and the Franchise Committee of the Round Table Con- 
ference for the extension of franchise to women on a more liberal 
basis, and wholeheartedly share their anxiety to remove the existing 
disparity between the voting strength of the two sexes. I am in full 
agreement with the recommendations of the committee giving women 
the right of vote on the same terms as men. Under the Hindu Law 
as administered in India, a woman cannot own property without 
restrictions on her proprietory rights, and some sections of Muslims, 
in certain provinces, have also adopted that law in this respect, which 
places women under great disadvantage and they cannot enjoy 
adequate enfranchisement. It is, therefore, natural that Hfe Majesty’s 
Government should desire, as stated in the Prime Minister’s letter 
addressed to the Chairman of the Indian Franchise Committee, 
that the sy'stem of enfranchisement should be so widened as to 
bring a larger number of women on the electoral roll than is 
found at present. I, however, feel there are practical difficulties 
and serious objections to the creation of any special qualifications 
in favour of women, apart from those which they are to enjoy 
with men. In my opinion, the real remedy lies in the removal 
of those disqualifications which deprive a Aroman of her birthright 
of owning property without any restrictions than in creating 
artificial and extraneous qualifications. 

I am fully prepared to concede to the unanimous demand of 
the representatives of women organisations and women witnesses 
that the principle of equality between men and women should 
be the basis of the new Indian Constitution. With the lower 
standard of property qualifications, and the addition of an 
educational qualification which will automatically incirease the numbers 
every year, recommended by us for men and the adoption of the funda- 
mental right that women should have the right of vote on the same 
terms as men, I feel sure that the number of women voters will be 
considerably enlarged, I am, however, mindful of the necessity of 
taking further steps to ensure that a larger number of women is 
brought on the electoral roll. To achieve that object, my colleagues 
recommend : — 

(a) that in the case of wmnen the minimum educational quali- 

fications should be literacy ; 

(b ) that a wife should have a right of vote if her husband 

possesses the right, under the property qualification, 
to vote for the lower Federal Assembly. 

But both these recommendations aJre derogatory to the status of 
women and entirely opposed to the wishes of the majority of their 
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witnesses. I eannot find any justification for fixing a lower edpa- 
tional qualification for women than is proposed for men. If it is 
the intention that the voter should intelligently exercise his or her 
right to vote, the lowering of educational qualification to the extent 
proposed in the case of women will defeat that object. The enfran- 
chising of women on the qualifications of their husbands is opposed to 
all the canons of constitutional law. In nine eases out of ten the 
practical result of this artificial qualification would he to duplicate 
the husband’s vote thus giving to the property qualification an 
excessive representation, while at the same time it will enhance the 
urban voting power as compared with the rural, and the Hindu as 
compared with the Muslim. 

Where a man has more than one wife my colleagues have solved 
the difficulty by suggesting that the senior wife only should be^ 
enfranchised. This suggestion is open to serious objections. If a 
woman is to get a vote simply because she happens to be a wife of 
a voter, all those who possess the status of a TOfe must enjoy the 
right. In my opinion, this recommendation, will be taken by my 
community as an indirect aspersion on the restricted polygamy 
allowed by Islam, and is bound to create great resentment amongst 
them, and especially among women who, while enjoying the status 
of a wife, will not possess the right of vote. It is also likely to 
an>use indignation among the Hindus, who are permitted to have 
any number of wives without any restriction. 

It must be remembered that the women of this country have 
not themselves asked for any artificial qualifications. Indeed, most 
of their representatives, who have appeared as witnesses before us, 
have strongly disapproved of the idea of creatiug any such qualifica- 
tions. They have demanded, that they should be given, suffrage 
on equal terms with men. The object which my colleagues had in 
view in recommending the abovementioned artificial qualifications 
can be achieved to a great extent, if instructions were to issue to 
Provincial Governments that special attention, should be paid to 
the preparation of the rolls for women and special efforts should be 
made to bring on the electoral roll all the women who possess the 
necessary qualifications. 

In this connection it will not be out of place to refer to the 
various stages through which the British constitution passed, before 
women received their present rights. I do not think that it was 
the int^tion of His li^jesty’s Government that these stages should 
be altogether ignored in the case of India, where women have for 
centuries suffered great disabilities and have not yet reached the 
^me standard of education and political consciousness as Bnrfish 
women. ^ 


There is one more point in this connection which needs elucida- 

^g^ds the joint and separate electorate 
MTishm TTOinen wdl have to be braeketted -with their men, and caimot 
^ ^tside the community-. It was pointed out that 

opposed to communal electorates. 
But, m the first place, only about hall a dozen Mudim women. 
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selected by provincial Committees were produced before our Com- 
mittee as witnesses and they cannot be considered as representing the 
views of all the Muslim women in the country. In the second place, 
what these witnesses demanded was the genial adult suffrage, and 
nothing more and nothing less. The question of separate and 
joint electorate could not arise according to their recommendations. 
None of them has advocated joint electorate for Muslim women in 
case adult suffrage was not granted and separate electorate formed 
the basis of enfranchisement for the Musliins. 

As regards the reservation of some seats for women in the 
Councils, as a temporary measure, to secure their representations, 

I have no objection to the adoption of such a method, provided 
separate seats are reserved for Muslim and non-Muslim women in 
proportion to their numbers in a Council, in such a way that it 
would not disturb the communal representation of the minorities. 

It must be borne in mind that the communal settlement is the 
very foundation of the constitution in India and unless the founda- 
Ition is soundly laid the safety of the whole structure wiU be im- 
perilled for ever. 

MOHAMMAD YAKUB. 

The 27th April 1932, 

NOTE BY THE HONBLE MR. E. MILLER ON THE REPRE- 
SENTATION OP LABOUR, IN THE PROVINCIAL LEGIS- 
LATURES. 

While I am in full sympathy with the desire of industrial labour 
to secur'e adequate representation in the legislatures, I regret I can- 
hot agrete with the majority of my coUeagues in the recommendation 
they have made for the representation of labour in the provincial 
Councils. One of the claims put forward by certain members of the 
Committee is that labour so long as special interests are represented 
at *all should have equal representation with commerce in every 
legislature, but I can see nothing, in this claim to recommend it. 
WTiat our members representing labour on the Committee have al- 
ways claimed is the power and function to represent the interests of 
labour in each Legislature and this claim has my full support. 

I would suggest that we should provide for the representation of 
each of the main industries in each Province and one seat for the 
lesser interests. On this basis I recommended the following seats 
should be provided in the various Provinces : — 

SengctZ — 

Railways 

Port Trust and Wharf Labour 

Seamen 

Jute and other Textiles . . 

Planting 

Mining 

Other Industrial Labour . . 
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Bombay — 

Rail^vays 


1 


Port Trust and Wharf Labour 


1 


Seamen 


1 


Textiles 


1 


Other Industrial Labour . . 


1 

5 

Madras — 

Railways 


1 


Port Trust and Wharf Labour 


1 


Seamen 


1 


Mining 


1 


Planting 


1 

6 

Other Industrial Labour . . 


1 

Bihar and Orissa — 

Planting 

. . 

1 


Mining 

• . 

1 


Other Industrial Labour . . 


1 

3 

Central Provinces — 

Railways 

• . 

1 


Other Industrial Labour . . 

(When the Mining Industry again be- 
comes active I recommend, a further 

1 

2 

seat on their account.) 

United Provinces — 

Railways 

. . 

1 


Textiles 

. , 

1 


Other Industrial Labour . . 


1 

3 

Pun^ — 

Railways 

. . 

1 


Factory Labour 

• » 

1 


Other Industrial Labour . . 


1 

3 

Assam — 

Plan-ting 

• r 

1 


OthesT Industrial Labour . . 


1 

2 


Total ,31 


In my opinio^, tMs will give all indnstrial' labour interests fair 
representation and is a,very generous increase on tbeir preset repre- 
sentation in the varions Provincial L^latpres -which amounts to 9 
in all. Although plahting is strictly ,?pe^Mng ^icnltnral and not 
indnstrial labour, I have included it tthder tihe latter category as it 
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is organised and tliere is therefore no administrative difficulty m 
givnig it separatet representation. I would point out that while in. 
the case of commerce the representation recommended leaves it as it 
is at present in the various Provincial Legislatures in spite of the 
proposal to increase their numbers by 2^ to three times, my sug- 
gestions for labour increase its numbers by 3^ times, which is a 
generous advance and, in my opinion, at this stage it will be as much 
as the various industrial interests will be able to find suitable candi- 
dates with which to fill the seats. 

I may also point out that elsewhere I have agreed to eight labour 
seats in the lower house of the federal Assembly, not because this 
number is in line with the Commerce seats recommended but on basis 
of giving a number equal to the number of Provinces, excluding the 
North-West Frontier Province which has no organised industrial 
labour to justify it having special representation. 

It should also be borne in mind that the proposed lowering of 
the Franchise will bring into both the provincial and central legis- 
latures an increasing number of members who, while perhaps not 
actually in every case of the labouring class, will include the depress- 
ed class representatives and others who will be in close sympathy 
with labour interests and who will give considerable support to their 
demands. For all the reasons stated, therefore, I am unable to agree 
to the recommendations of the majority of the Committee although I 
would havh been ready to concede two more seats rather against my 
better judgment, but with a view to avoiding the necessity nf writing 
a minute of dissent. I do not however agree to a number so high 
as 38, and feel my above suggestions are really the maximum number 
of seats that should be allotted at this stage. 

E. MILLER. 

The 28th April 1932. 

NOTE BY SABDAR BAHADUR SIR SUNDAR SINGH 

MAHTHLA. 

Representation of landlords. 

I am sorry I have to differ from my colleagues as regards the 
representation of landlords both in the provincial and federal 
legislatures and do not agree with them that their representation 
phould be the same as they enjoy at present, in spite of the fact 
that the number of members of these legislatures is being con- 
siderably increased. This practically means that their representa- 
tion will be proportionately decreased from what it is at present. 
The landlords are an important class and have a substantial stake 
in the country. Though it might be said that they have secured 
greater representation through the general constituencies in the 
past owing to certain circumstances but with a considerable ad- 
vance of popular representation in the Legislatures and the en- 
franchisement of a comparatively larger section of the population 
they are not likely to secure any such advantage in future. With 
the movement of no rent campaign in the country it could uot 
be imagined that in future this class will secure any suitable re- 
presentation in the legislatures of the country. With the wider 
opportunities and representation given to the general public, the 
Mterests of landlords are more likely to suffer, unless they are 
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given a secured suitable representation in the legislatures of the 
country and llieix voice in the future administration of the coimtry 
is effective. GChe local Governments and the provincial Committees 
of Madras, the United Provinces, Bihar and Orissa and the Central 
Provinces have proposed* larger representation for this class j 
A5ggaTn howerer, has not proposed any representation for landlords. 
To ignore these recommendations even after admitting as my col- 
leagues do in paragraph 338 of the report that they will secure a 
much smaller proportion than they do at present will be a sheer 
injustice to a class which with past traditions has not lagged behind 
anyone else in thie general uplift of the country. I would therefore 
give them the representation that the local Governments have pro- 
posed for them in the various Provinces and in the federal Legislar 
tures. 

SUNDAE SINGH MAJITHIA. 

The April 1932, 

NOTE VS IDES MUSLIM MEMBERS OE THE FRANOHKE 

COMMITTEE. 

Effect of allocation of seats for special interests on conmnmal 

representation. , 

The report of the Indian Franchise Committee contains a 
scheme for the representation of women and a provisional allotment 
of seats for tte special interests such as landlords, universities, com- 
merce and industry and labour. As will be seen from paragraph 342 
that this is srxbject to modifications in the light of the decision that 
may eventually be reached by His Majesty’s Government about 
the communal issue, and the committee in the above noted para- 
graph resen^e the right to reconsider the recommendations in the 
light of the communal decision. We are, however, extremely 
doubtful, if this is sufiScient to explain the Muslim point of view 
and we owe it to ourselves and to the community to explain this in 
a clear maimer. 

A pernsa-l of the report will show that seats have been pro- 
visionally allocated to special interests (landlords, universities, com- 
merce, indiistiry and labour) both in the federal as also in provincial 
legislature^ and even though the actual number of seats has not been 
determined, a varvdng percentage has been laid down for the re- 
presentation of women in the legislatures. We wish to clearly state 
that imless tinese seats are taken into account at the time of dis- 
tributiug seats to different communities, it wiU, in effect, reduce the 
Muslim quota in. every province, almost by^ the same numbers as 
are now i>eing allotted to these special interests (except probably 
in the -Pimjab where the disparity may be less marked). We only 
follow the language of the Committee and the Prime Minister’s 
declaratioia. int stating that the representation of special interests 
{should not; bo allowed to affect the balance of power ” or en- 
croach to an extent which amounts to stultification,” of the com- 
munal peirceixtagc. 

In these circumstances our .agreement to the tentative alloca- 
tion of seats fco these special interests is subjeet4o the^ condition that 
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these seats will be taken into account while adjusting communal 
balance and will not, as a matter of fact, affect the legitimate 
communal ratio. 

ZULFIQAR Alii KHAN. 

ilOHAlBIAD YAKUB. 

M. A2;iZUL HUQUE. 

NOTE BY MAJOR J. MILNER. 

I deem it necessary to place on record the fact that I do not finl 
myself in complete agreement with the majority of my colleagues 
on some of the recommendations made in this Report. For example, 
in my view the introduction of adult franchise in large towns Is 
both feasible and desirable, the difficulties in the way of a wage 
earning qualification are overstated, the women's franchise la 
not what I would wish, and there is not sufficient justification as 
between the provincial and federal legislatures for the unduly 
restricted and differential franchise proposed for the latter. 

At the same time it is unquestionable that the recommendation 
in the Report constitute an immense advance on the existing position, 
and I have been very greatly impressed by the importance of our 
proposals being presented with the greatest possible measure of 
unanimity. If a Committee so heterogeneous both politically and 
racially as ours reaches approximate agreement on the major issues 
before it, its proposals must obviously carry great weight both with 
Parliament and the peoples of India, whereas if we show ourselves 
at this stage to be seriously at variance on a multitude of points, it is 
possible that the introduction of the new constitution which India has 
so long awaited, and which will confer upon her some degree of 
self-determination, may be seriously delayed. This statement, 
therefore, should be read as a qualifying note and not as an indica- 
tion of general dissent. 

J. MILNER. 

The 30th April 1932, 

MINUTE BY MRS. P. SUBBARAYAN. 

I much regret that I cannot entirely agree with the recommend- 
ations made hj the majority of my colleagues. I consider it neces- 
sary that I should state my views more fully, because I feel very 
strongly on certain matters which are of great importance to the 
vital interests of the country. The main points on which I wish 
to express my opinion are : — 

Adult Franchise , — I realize the difficulties in the way of the 
immediate introduction of adult franchise throughout the 
country, but I also feel, as do some of my colleagues, that a 
beginning can be made in those areas where these difficulties would 
be most easily overcome. I would therefore recommend adult 
franchise in all capital cities and large towns which will form urban 
constituencies with representatives of their ovm. It must be 
admitted that the standard of political consciousness and educa- 
tion is undoubtedly higher in cities than in villages, and this fact 
justified the discrimination proposed, and it will create a healthy 
spirit of emtilation. 
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Women’s Franchise and Eepr^entation. 

{<0 Franchise . — The Committee has pointed out the importance 
of increasing the voting strength of women and of securing their 
representation on legislatures. Unless some form of special fran- 
chise is devised the voting strength of women cannot be appre- 
ciably increased to make it an effective factor in election. Any 
proposal suggested for a special franchise will have some draw- 
back, This matter has been discussed in detail in the report hut 
I would express my regret that it was not found possible to in- 
crease the number of women electors still more. The greatest 
difficulty standing in the way is the administrative, particularly 
where special arrangements have to be made in polling booths. 
!Qnt in my view that difficulty is not insuperable and more women 
should be enfranchised. The importance of increasing the number 
of women electors will be greater if there is no special provision to 
secure at least their minimum representation. 

{&) Represeniaiion . — ^The women of India who have been doing 
public work, have endeavoured to keep out the communal question 
from entering their movement in any form whatever. The evi- 
dence we have had from women witnesses shows the earnestness and 
strength of that desire. At the first Round Table Oonference, 
also, the women delegates vuth one voice emphasised this view, 
and urged that any reservation of seats should not be by communi- 
ties. Some of the Indian women’s organisations even oppose 
reservation of seats, because of their objection to any kind of 
communal electorates In fairness to the demand made by women, 
and in the best interests of the country, any special constituencies 
that may be formed for them should comprise all voters, men and 
women, of all classes, castes and creeds residing in the area con- 
cerned. Women representatives on the legislatures should be there 
not as members of particular communities but as representatives of 
women of all castes and creeds. 


Manor Minorities and special interests. 

While granting that the minor minorities, like other communi- 
ties, should have some representation, I am stronglv of opinion that 
mth representation should be secured by methods which will brinsr 
tie various classes together and help the growth of unity and 
nationhood in this country. -y ^ 


With regard to the representation of special interests, I am 
^ necessity for such representation, 

t^nave no doubt whatever that the interests concerned will find 
adequate representation through the general constituencies. Special 
representation will tend to perpetuate the already prevalent class 
^ such ^fferenees wiU be intensified if these inteTests 

are sub-divided into distinctions of race, caste or community. 


Depressed Classes. 

still classes requires to be examined 
still more carefully and in greater detail than, I have been able 
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to do now, for want of time. XJntouchability is steadily diminish- 
ing dne to education and the work of public spirited reformers. 
It is important, therefore, that any form of representation should 
^ivoid these classes from becoming a separate and distinct element 
of the population in the future. I am in favour of these classes 
having representation, but this could be secured by methods which 
will accelerate their absorption into the mass of the population 
rather than separation. 

It i^ of great importance also that there should be an adequate 
number of women electors from the depressed classes. The vote 
will raise their status in every way, and progress will be more 
effectively and speedily achieved if the men and women hp-ve equal 
opportunities from the outset. The mistake made in other com- 
munities, by allowing one sided progress only, amongst men, should 
be avoided. 


Federal Legislatures, 

The Prime Minister’s letter says that it is clearly necessary 
to widen the electorate so that the legislatures to which responsi- 
bility is to be entrusted should be representative of the general 
mass of the population 

I consider that the arguments in support of a wide extension of 
franchise for provincial Councils hold good in the case of the 
federal Legislature also, under a system of Responsible Government. 
The proposals made by my colleagues do not provide, in my view, 
for an adequate representation of the people of the country. I 
would therefore suggest that the franchise ^for the federal lower 
House be the same as for the provincial Councils. This will make the 
assembly representative at least of 14.2 per cent, of the population 
of 270 millions. The electorate will not b.e too large in practice as 
the constituencies will be smaller in size than they are now, owing to 
the number of seats being increased. The difficulties of canvassing 
in a vast country like India are governed more by the area of the 
constituency than by the numbers within that area. 

It has also been said that the electorate for the assembly will 
be required to deal with problems remote from the experience and 
knowledge of the village voter. But I would point out that it is 
not in consonance with the spirit of responsible government if the 
vote is withheld from any person on the assiunption that he or she 
is not directly affected by the actions of the legislature. Experience 
has shown that even the possibility of an increase in the duty on 
necessities of life, like salt or kerosene, has roused the people. 

It is more than likely, that when there is provincial autonomy 
the eye of the elector is liable to be concentrated on the province 
more than on the whole country and this will promote a narrow 
Of provincialism and add to the separatist tendencies alre^dj?^..^^ 
valent in this country and hampe?: the growth of national unily^ 

The advantage of having the same franchise for 
JHadvOemkral legislatures is, that it gives the voter 
with regard to pf!rovijiekt and imtiomi Issues at Ite 4®^' ^ 
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elector is also enabled to have a personal and direct touch with the 
deliberations of the central Government which strengthens his sense 
of responsibility". The federal legislature, as is rightly stated in 
the report, is to be the body through which the national spirit and 
aspirations will expresss themselves and accomplish their ends 
Political education of the mass of people on this matter is as, or 
even more, important than on merely provincial matters. 

Another point for consideration is that with increasing political 
consciousness of the people and the extended franchise for pro- 
vincial legislatures, there will be legitimate ground for popular dis- 
content if the central legislature is not fairly representative. It 
is vital that every effort should be made to avoid any such feeling 
during the formative period of the new constitution. 

I have felt it desirable to express my views on these particular 
points, because of their importance, but I am not at variance with 
my colleagues with regard to the report as a w^hole. The work which 
the Committee has done may in some respects be incomplete o^ng 
partly to the fact that the communal question is not yet settled, and 
partly to the rapidity with which we have had to complete our task. 
At the same time, considering the circumstances, and the complexity 
of our subject, we have worked in an admirably harmonious spirit, 
and I hope and believe that the results of our labours will be to the 
benefit of my country. 

(Mrs.) P. SUBBARAYAN. 

The 1st May 1932. 

NOTE BY DE. B. B. AMBEDKAE ON THE DEPEBSSED 

CLASSES. 

I. — (Jeneral. 

1. I have agreed to confine the term depressed classes to un- 
touchables only. In fact, I have myself sought to exclude from 
the untouchables all those in whom there cannot be the same con- 
sciousness of kind as is shared by those who suffer from the social 
discrimination that is inherent in the system of untouchability, 
and who are therefore likely to exploit the untouchables for their 
own purposes. I have also raised no objection to the utilisation 
of tests 7 and 8 referred to in the Committee's report for the 
ascertainment of the untouchable classes. But as I find that 
different persons seek to apply them in different ways, or put 
different constructions on them I feel it necessary to explain 
my point of view in regard to this matter. 

2, In the first place it is urged in some quarters that whatever 
tests are applied for ascertaining the untouchable classes they 
must be applied uniformly all over India. In this connection, I 
desire to point out that in a matter of this sort it would hardly 
be appropriate to apply the same test or tests all over India, 
tom 3S not a single homogeneous country. It is a continent, 
^e various Provinces are marked by* extreme ’ diversity of condi- 
tions, and there is no tie of race or language. Owing to absence 
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of communicatioiL eacli Province has evolved along its own lines 
with its own peculiar manners and modes of social life. In such 
circumstances the degree of uniformity with which most of the 
tests of untouchability are found to apply all over India is indeed 
remarkable. For instance, bar against temple entry exists every- 
where in India. Even the tests of well-water and pollution by 
touch apply in every Province, although not with the same rigi- 
dity everywhere. But to insist on absolute uniformity in a sys- 
tem like that of untouchability which after all is a matter of 
social behaviour and which must therefore vary with the circum- 
stances of each Province and also of each individual is simply to 
trifle with the problem. The Statutory Commission was quite 
alive to this possible line of argument and after careful con- 
sideration rejected it by reeogni 2 dng the principle of diversity in 
the application of tests of untouchability. On page 67 of Vol. II 
which contains its recommendations it observed ‘‘ It will plainly 
be necessary, after the main principles of the new system of re- 
presentation have been settled, to entrust to some specially ap- 
pointed body (like the former Franchise Committee) the task of 
drawing up fresh electoral rules to carry these principles into effect, 
md one of the tasks of suck a tody will he to frame for each pro- 
vince a definition of ^ depressed classes ^ (which may well vary^ 
sometimes even between parts of the same province), and to deter- 
mine their numbers as so defined.’^ Another point which I wish 
to emphasize is the futility of insisting upon the application of uni- 
form tests of untohehability all over India. It is a fundamental 
mistake to suppose that differences in tests of untouchahility indu 
cate differmces in the conditions of the untouchables. On a correct 
analysis of the mental attitude they indicate it will be found that 
whether the test is causing pollution by touch or refusal to use 
common well the notion underlying both is one and the same. Both 
are outward 'registers of the same inward feeling of defilement, 
odium, aversion and contempt. Why will not a Hindu touch an un- 
touchable ? Why will not a Hindu allow an untouchable to enter 
the temple or use the village well ? Why will not a Hindu admit an 
untouchable in the inn ? The answer to each one of these ques- 
tion is the same. It is that the untouchable is an unclean person 
not fit for social intercourse. Again, why will not a Brahmin priest 
ofiSeiate at religious ceremonies performed by an untouchable ? 
Why will not a barber serve an untouchable ? In these cases also 
the answer is the same. It is that it is below dignity to do so. If 
our aim is to demarcate the class of people who suffer from social 
odium then it matters very little which test we apply. For as I 
have pointed out each of these tests is indicative of the same social 
attitude on the part of the touchables tow'ards the untouchables. 

3. In the second place the view is put forth that in applying the 
test of causing pollution by touch ’’ for aseertainfioig the 
able classes effect must be given to it in its literal sense — 
its notional sense. In the literal sense untouchables are 'onlyttoose 
persons whose touch not only causes pollution and is thgr^fcre# mold- 
ed, or if not avoided is washed off 1^ purificatiem , In" Motional 
sense an untouchable is a person who is deemed 
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-wHeh is commonly held to cause pollution by touch, although contact 
with such a person may for local eireumstanees not be avoided or 
may not necessitate ceremonial purification. According to those who 
eeek to apply the test in its literal sense the conclusion would be the 
so-called untouchables should cease to be reckoned as un- 
touchables ’v^herever conditions have so changed that people 
do not avoid the touch of an untouchable, or do not trouble 
to purify themselves of the pollution caused by their touch. I 
eannot accept this view which, in my opinion, is ba^ed on a miscon- 
ception. An individual may not be treated as an untouchable in 
the literal sense of the term on account of various circumstances. 
None the outside the scope of such compelling circumstances he 
does continue to be regarded as an impure person by reason of his 
belonging to the untouchable class. This distinction is well brought 
out by the Census Superintendent of Bihar and Orissa in his Census 
Report of 1921 from which the following is an extract. Speaking 
of the relaxation of caste rules he says Such incidents however 
which we ha^•e onlv noticed amongst the upper and more edu- 
cated castes that are aspiring to the upper ranks, are to be regarded 
not as sign portending the collapse of the caste system, but of its 
adjustment to modern conditions. The same may be said with re- 
'gard to modifications of the rules about personal contact or the 

touching of what is eaten or drunk In places like 

Jamshedpur where work is done under modern conditions men of all 
castes and races w^ork side by side in the mill without any mis- 
givings regarding the caste of their neighbours. But, because the 
facts of every day life make it impossible to follow the same practi- 
cal rules as were followed a hundred years ago, it is not to be 
supposed that the distinctions of pure and impure, touchable and 
untouchable are no longer observed. A high caste Hindu will not 
allow an '' untouchable to sit on the same seat, to smoke the same 
hookah ^or to touch his person, his seat, his food or the water that he 
drinks. ’ If this is a correct^ statement of the facts of life then the 
difference between untouchaiility m its literal and' notional sense is a 
distinction whi^h makes no difference to the ultimate situation ; for 
as the extract shows untouchability in its notional sense persists even 
where nntouchabiliiy in its literal sense has ceased to obtain. This 
is why I insist that the test of untouchabilitv must be applied in its 
notional sense. 

4. In the third place the idea is broadcast that untouchability 
is rapidly vanishing. I wish to utter a word of caution against 
the acceptance of this view, and to pmnt out the necessity of dis- 
tinguishing facts from propaganda.^ In my opinion what is impor- 
tant to be borne in mind in drawing inference from instances 
showing the occasional commingling of Brahmins and non-Brahmins, 
touchables and untouchables is that the astern of caste and the 
system of untouchability form really the steel frame of Hindu 
society. This division cannot easily be wiped out for the simple 
i^on that it is not based upon rational, economic or racial grounds. 
^ the other hand, the chances are that untouchability will endure 
w longer into the future than the optimist reformer is likdy to 
.■admit on account of the fact that it is based on religious do^. 
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What makes it so difficult to break the system of untouchability is 
the religious sanction which it has behind it. At any rate the 
ordinary Hindu looks upon it as part of his religion and there is 
no doubt that in adopting towards untouchables in what is deemed 
to be an inhuman way of behaviour he does so more from the sense 
of observing his religion than from any motive of deliberate cruelty. 
Based on religion the ordinary Hindu only relaxes the rules of un- 
touchability where he cannot observe them. He never abandons 
them. For abandonment of untouchability to him involves a total 
abandonment of the basic religious tenets of Hinduism as under- 
stood by him andj the mass of Hindus. Based on religion un- 
touchability will persist as all religious notions, have done. Indian 
history records the attempts of many a Mahatma to uproot un- 
touchability from the Indian soil. They include such great men as 
Buddha, Ramanuja and the Vaishnava saints of modem times. It 
would be hazardous to assume that a system which has withstood 
all this onslaught will collapse. The Hindu looks upon the obser- 
vance of untouchability as an act of religious merit, and non- 
observance of it as sin. My view therefore is that so long as this 
notion prevails untouchability will pjrevail. 

Having explained my views on general questions regarding 
interpretations and connotations of the system of untouchability, I 
proceed to offer some remarks on the question of the population of 
depressed classes in the three Provinces in which there is no^ 
unanimity of opinion. 

II. — ^Depressed classes in United Provinces. 

5. Regarding the population of the depressed classes in the 
United Provinces five different estimates have been given to the Com* 
mittee : — 

(1) estimate of the United Provinces pro^ncial franchise* 

committee ; 

(2) estimate given by Mr. Blunt in his note ; 

(3) estimate given by the Census Commissioner ; 

(4) two estimates given by the Government of the United 

Provinces. 

I make the following observations on these estimates. 

^ 6. I agree that Mr. Blunt ^s note carries great authority with it. 
It is based on the facts which came into his possession as a Census 
Superintendent for United Provinces in 1911. It has the added 
weight of the opinion of an informal Committee of non-official 
Hindus which I am told was appointed by the United Provincei^ 
Government to examine the correctness of the lists of untouchable 
castes in United Provinces drawn up by Mr. Blunt in his first draft. 
All the same T differ from Mr. Bluut in the following particulars : — 

({) One is that Mr. Blunt has divided the three following 
single communifie® into two dichotomous sections, mt 
touchable and the . qther untouchable. 

Touchable. UntomMble^ 

(1) Bhoksa group .. 30,000 19,028' 

(2) Kori group . . 154,867 775,839 

(,3) Ohamar '^oup 2,000,000 4,187/770 
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(ii) The second point of difference is that he treats the Arakh 
group whose population is 110,032 as touchable, when as a 
matter of fact that group forms a part of the Pasi 
community which is undoubtedly an untouchable 
community. 

My contention is that the procedure adopted by Mr. Blunt is 
not in accordance with facts and is not warranted by the fundamental 
theory of Hindu social life. That the Kori group is simply a part 
of the Chamar group and as such is wholly an untouchable group 
is borne out by the views of Mr. Blunt himself as expressed by him 
in the report of the United Provinces Census of 1911 of which he 
was the Superintendent. I rely on the remarks made by him in 
paragraph 347 of the census report of 1911 where he has discussed 
the connection of the Kori to the Chamar. On page 368 of the same 
Report he makes the following observations : — 

The relation between Kori and Chamar has already been 
referred to above (para. 347). In Gorakhpur it appears 
to be closer still and it is said that there are no Koris there 
save Kori Chamars. The Kori Chamar however drops 
the Chamar and tries to pass himself off as a Kori pure 
and simple, or even by slurring the word to make it 
sound like Koiri. A khalasi in Gorakhpur district was 
severely beaten by the rest of his Hindu fellow servants 
for playing this trick and making them take water 
from his hands. 


Regarding the Arakh group Mr. Blunt himself admits in his 
note (page 15) that ‘‘ as a whole these casteis appear to be off- 
shoots of the important Pasi tribe ’’ which he has treated as un- 
touchable. Coming to the Chamar group Mr. Blunt’s reasons for 
excluding 2 million Chamars from the category of untouchables are 
given by him on page 17 of his note. He says : On the other 
hand many Chamars have taken to cleaner occupation such as 
those of saddler (zingar), cobbler (mooehi)j, groom (syce), while 
the extension of the leather trade at Cawnpore and elsewhere has 
enabled many Chamars to become wealthy when they at social 
s^tus much higher than that of their village brethren. Such. 
Chamars are generally regarded as touehables and many change the 
e^e name for something less ill-sounding, for instance, Koril, 
^arwar, Jatiya, Dhusiya and especially Jaiswar In my opinion 
to exclude, as Mr. Blunt has done, such Chamars as have taken to 
cleaner occupations or have become wealthy from the category of 
un^uchables is a totally erroneous view. One of the characteristics 
of the ^stem of untouchabffity and also of the caste system is that 
the social status of th^^ individual rises or falls with that of the 
to which he belongs. Once an untouchable always an 
untouchable has been the rule of Hindu social life. This is its 
carmnal featoe and it m this which distinguishes it from the class 
system in which the social status of the individual rises or falls 
not with that of the community to which he belongs but with his 
own personal merits and demerits. Having regard to this funda- 
mental and basic principle of Hindu social life, the division made 
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by Mr. Blunt that some members of an admittedly untouchable 
caste are touchable must be discarded. Indeed it is a contradiction 
in terms and does not seem to be in accord with the facts. It is 
not true that sections of the Chamar caste mentioned by Mr. Blunt 
have been treated as touchable or allowed to enter temples or 
draw water from public wells. On the contraiT, they have in- 
vented according to Mr. Blunt’s own statement, new names for 
themselves to avoid being treated as untouchable. Mr. Blunt him- 
self gives instances of this in his Census Report for the United 
Provinces for 1911. I quote the following extract from page 368 1 
369 of Part I : — 

A Jaiswar Chamar in the same way will never admit he 
is a Chamar but tries to pass his caste off as Jaiswar 
alone, a sub-caste of so many castes including Rajput. 
A syce once tried the trick on me and in Tundla in Agra 
district I found a whole colony of Jaiswars who on 
enquiry proved to be descendants of Chamar regimental 
syces who had settled there.” 

If my contentions are accepted and if that part of the popnla- 
tion of the untouchable communities which Mr. Blunt has treated 
as touchable is added to the total of untouchables then Mr. Blunt’s 
figures for untouchables in the United Provinces come to 11,476,214. 

7. The Census Commissioner’s estimate of the population of 
the depressed classes is 12.6 millions, and even if a stricter com- 
putation were followed and only ^ list A ’ which includes untouch- 
ables only was accepted the population of depressed classes so 
understood would come up to a little over 11 millions — a figure 
which very nearly agrees with that of Mr. Blunt. 

8. The Government of the United Provinces has given two 
sets of estimates. In its first report it gave the figure of 6,773,814 
In its final report it agreed with the provincial Committee that the 
population of castes which fell within the definition of causing 
pollution by touch came to only 459,000. Regarding the 
estimate of 6^773^814 given in its first report it is neces^- 
sary to point ont that this estimate is not an estimate of 
the popidation of untouchahles in the TJmted Provinces, So far 
as that point is concerned the Government of the United Provinces 
seeia tacitly to accept the figures given by Mr. Blunt in his Note. 
The estimate of 6,773,814 given hy the U, P, Government is an esti- 
mate of people who in its opinion require tote recognised for politic 
cal protection. The merits of this procedure I have discussed below. 
All that I wish to do here is to repeat that this estimate ’"of the U. P. 
Government is not an estimate of the total population of untouchables 
as such. The only comment I wish to make on the estimate given by 
the United Provinces Government in its final report is to place be- 
side it the estimate which it gave to the Simon Commission. In 
their note on the position of the depressed classes which is printed 
as an addendum at the end of their memorandum to the Statutory 
Commission they said : — Of the total Hindu population of th^ 
province nearly one-third, i.e., lhat is almojst thirteen millions ^ 
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re^rarded hr orthodox Hindus as untouehabies. A list of castes 
classed as iintoudiabie. extracted from the U. P. Census Report of 

ir»01, with the population of each is appended to this note 

The social impurity attaching to the untouchable castes merely im- 
plies lliat a man of high caste will not take food or water from an 
untouchablCj and if he touches or cojre^ In close contact^ with such 
a person he must wash before eating or even before mixing with 
persons of higher castes (Italics mine.) It is clear from tlojs 
that on the 16th of May 1928, on which the memorandum was submit- 
ted, the population of persons who on the basis^ of untouehability as 
meaning causing pollution of touch waa» 13 millions. It is obvious 
that the definition given by the Chairman of our Committee is not 
different from the definition which obtained in U» P. and which is 
followed by the Government in 1928 in computing this total of 13 
viillions, I must therefore leave the United Provinces Government 
to explain the vast difference between the two estimates. I am, 
however, constrained to remark that these changes in the esti- 
mates of the untouchables in the United Provinces by the United Pro- 
vinces Government are equalled by the changes in the views of 
the United Provinces Government regarding the method of repre- 
sentation of the depressed classes. In their despatch on the 
report of the Statutory Commission written on 23rd August 
1930 the Government of the United Provinces was the staunchest 
supporter of separate electorate for the depressed classes. In 
their first report to our Committee the Government came down to 
nomination from a panel while in their final report it recommend- 
ed reservation of seats. It would be a disaster to the cause of 
the depressed classes if the views of a Government were to under- 
go such strange oscillations in regard to two such momentous issues 
as the population and representation of the depressed classes. 

9. Coming to the estimate ^ven by the United Provinces pro- 
vincial franchise Committee I wish to draw attention to the follow- 
ing facts : — 

(f) The figures of the Census Commissioner, of Mr. Blunt 
and of the Government in 1928 all agree that the 
depressed class population meaning thereby those who 
cause pollution by touch is approximately between 11^ 
and 13 millions. It is therefore for the Committee to 
justify its surprisingly low estimate. 

(ii) I am not at all certain that when the Committee says- 
that the two depressed class members agree in its view 
the depressed class members and the majority of the 
Committee were ad-idem in respect of all the implica- 
tion of the '^;reement. At any rate, I am bound to 
point out that the opinion of Babu Ram Charan on 
this i^ue has no value. He belongs to tihe depressed 
class in the sense of the economically poor and educa- 
tionally backwai^‘ classes and not to the untouchabjle 
classes in the strict sense of the term* 

(in) The Indian Franchise Ooimrdt^o has adopted two 

for the clai^ification of untouchables, temple entry and 
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pollutioTi by touch. The U. P. Provincial Franchise 
Committee has proceeded on the basis of only one test 
namely eaiising pollution by touch and that too in its 
literal sense and not in its national sense. 

(iv) In adopting our Chairman definition of untouchability, 
which I must say he gave on his own responsibility, the 
provincial franchise Committee does not seem to have 
adverted to the clause as it exists in the United 
Provinces 

10. There is another question of great importance which arises 
in connection with the method adopted both by Mr. Blunt and the 
U. P. Government in estimating the population of the depressed 
classes. The Indian Franchise Committee has proceeded on the 
hypothesis that all those who fall under thei two tests accepted by it 
must be treated as untouchables and must be reckoned as such for 
purposes of special representation. In the course of its investigation 
the Indian Franchise Com m ittee found that as things stood in India 
all depressed classes were not untouchables although all untouchables 
were depressed. Consequently the Committee decided to exclude 
such depressed classes as were not untouchables, and to include all 
untouchables irrespective of their economic and educational condition. 
Mr. Blunt and the Government of the United Provinces seem to make 
a distinction between untouchables and depressed classes’^ 
out of quite a different sort. According to them all depressed 
clcifSses are untotichailes. All imitouchahles, however^ do not belong 
io the category of depressed classes. This is just the reverse of the 
prevalent practice and the conclusions of the Indian Franchise Com- 
mittee. The question is not one of mere nomenclature. It has far 
reaching conseqaences which go to affect the degree of representation. 
The United Provinces Government and Mr. Blunt do not talce into 
their calculation all untouchables for the purposes of representation. 
They take into account only those untouchables who can be called 
depressed. The Indian Fmnehise Committee proceeds on the 
hypothesis that once the class of untouchables is ascertained by the 
application of the two tests it has accepted for the purpose the whole 
of the class of untouchables so ascertained must be taken into ac- 
count for the purpose of representation without any further distinc^ 
tion between rich and poor, advanced and backward, educated and 
uneducated, which in my opinion is the correct procedure. 

It is hardly necessary for me to say that I do not agree with 
the i)roeedure adopted by Mr. Blunt and the Government of the 
United Proxrmces. 

IV. — ^Depressed Classes in the Punjab. 

11. In connection with the population figure for the depressed 

Asses census of 1^1 1 wish to draw attention to two 

facts. ^ 

<1) The population of those who caused pollution by touch was 
according to the census of 1911 2.8 millions while in the cCnsos of 
1931 the pqpujation of . untouchables is given as amount^ to 1.3 

0 
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(2) Tlie census of 1911 gives a list of 23 castes wMch are deemed 
to cause pollution by touch. The census of^ 1931 mentions only 
castes as forming the' untouchable population in the Punjab. 

12 IVhy the total population of the untouchables and the list 
of castes included in that category* should have shrunk so much 
between 1911 and 1931 I am not able to ascertain. It is hovever 
noces-ary to state that among the untouchables of Punjab there has 
been going cn for seme years past a strong movement called the 
Ad-Dharm movement the 'object of which is to separate from the 
Hindu told and form themselves into a distinct community under the 
new name of Ad-Dharmis. Such has been the strength of the move- 
ment that the untouchahles decided to return themselves as Ad- 
Dharmis instead of Hindus in the census of 1931, and the Govern- 
ment gave recognition to this feeling and allowed the Census Super- 
intendent of Punjab to open a new* category of Ad-Dharmis. This 
lead in some parts of the Punjab to riots between the Hindus and 
the untouchables. As a result the untouchables in some parts re- 
turned themselves simply as Ad-Dharmis without mentioning their 
respective castes, and in other parts where they were prevented from 
doing so returned themselves as Hindus under their caste names. I 
am mentioning these facts to show that the difficulties created in the 
enumeration of the untouchables and which are admitted by the 
Government of Punjab may be responsible for this shrinkage in the 
number and list of untouchables in the Punjab. The matter there- 
fore requires to be carefully looked into. 


V. — ^Depressed Classes in Bengal. 


13. In regard to the depressed classes of Bengal there is an 
imi>oirant piece of evidence to which I should like to call attention 
and which goes to show that the list given in the Bengal Census of 
1911 IS a correct enumeration of caste which have been traditionally 
treated as untouchable castes in Bengal. I refer to Section 7 of 
EeguJation IV of 1809 (A regulation for rescinding Regulations IV 
and V 1806 ; and for substituting rules in lieu of those enacted in 
the said regulations for levying duties from the pilgrims resorting 
to Jagganath, and for the superintendents and, management of the 
affairs of the temple ; passed by the Governor-General in Council, 
on the 2Sth of April 1809) which gives the following list of castes 
which were debarred from entering the temple of Jagganath at 
Pun:— (1) Loli or Kashi, (2) Kalal or Sunri, (3) Machhua, 
(4) Namasudra or Chandal, (5) Ghuski, (6) Gazur, (7) Ba^di 
Nurbaf, (9) Kahar-Bauri and Dulia, (10) RajbaW 
(11) Pirah, (12) Chamar, (13) Dorn, (14) Pan, (15) Tiyar, 
(16) ilhnmnali and (17) Bari. 


The enumeration agrees with the list of 1911 Census and thus 
* to its correctness. Incidentally it shows that a period 

y^ars made no change in the social status of the untouchables 
of Bengal. 


provinces. United Provinces, 
Bengal and Punjab, where there is disagreement on the question of 
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tlie population of the Depressed Classes I desire to draw attention to 
the fact that the Indian Franchise Committee has proceeded upon two 
distinct tests for the ascertainment of the untouchable population, 
while the provincial Governments and provincial Committees have 
apparently followed one single test, namely, causing pollution by 
touch. 


VI. — Nomenclature. 

14. The revision of the electoral rules consequent upon the 
proposed changes in the constitution is a very good occasion for 
considering the question of having a proper and appropriate nomen- 
clature for the depressed classes. I therefore propose to express 
my opinion on this question. There is considerable objection on the 
part of the commiinities which are now called “ depressed classes 
to the u>se of that term in describing them. Several witnesses who 
bare apj^eared before the Committee have given expression to this 
sentiment. Besides the term ‘ depressed classes ’ ha$ led to a great 
deal of confusion in the census because it includes others who are 
not strictly untouchables. Secondly, it gives the impression that the 
depressed classes are a iow' and helpless eommunity when as a matter 
of fact in every province numbers of them are both well-to-do and well- 
educated, and the whole community is acquiring consciousness of 
its needs, is charged with ambition for securing a respectable status 
in Indian vsociety and is making stupendous eiforts to achieve it. On 
all these grounds the term depressed classes is inappropriate and 
unsuitable. Mr. Mullan, the Census Superintendent of Assam, has 
brought into use a new term called exterior castes to cover the 
untouchables. This dCvSignation has many advantages. It defines 
exactly the position of the untouehaibles who are within the Hindu 
religion but outside tlie Hindu society and distinguishes it from 
Hindus 'vho are economically and educationally depressed but who 
are both within the pale of Hindu religion and Hindu society. The 
term has two other advantages. It avoids all the eonfnsion that is 
now cetused by use of the vague term depressed classes and at the 
same time is not offensive. Our Committee did not feel competent 
to make recommendation in this behalf. But as a representative of 
the depressed classes I have no hesitation in saying that until better 
nomenclature is found the untouchable! classes should hereafter be 
described by the more expressive term ^ Exterior castes " or ‘ Ex- 
cluded castes ' and not as depressed classes. 

VII. — ^Reservations. 

15. Before concluding this note I would like on my part to 
make the same reservation which my Muslim colleagues on the Com- 
mittee have made namely that the allocation of seats to labour 
women, and other special interests must not affect the proportion 
of seats which the depressed classes have claimed in the Minorities 
Pact submitted to the Bound Table Conference. 

B. R. Ambmdxar. 

The 1st May 1982^ 

o2 
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MnnJTB OF DISSENT BT MESSES. S. B. TAMBE, 0. T. 
OHINTAMANI AND E. E. BAKHAtE. 

April 30, 1933, 


To 

The Chairman, 

Indian Franchise Committee. 

Sir, 

We submit herewith the Minute of Dissent, subject to which we 
shall sign the Eeport of the Committee. 

2. As the discussion of the Eeport is not complete, we shall, if 
necessary, submit an addendum* to the Minute on points to be decided,, 
if we should find ourselTes unable to agree with any of the decisions. 

We are, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servants, 

(Sd.) 1. S. B. TAilBE. 

2. C. T. CHINTAMAbTI. 

3. E. E. BAKHALE. 

MINUTE OF DISSENT. 

While we agree 'mt'h much in the Eeport, we regret that there 
are important parts where we are not able to see with our colleagues 
eye to eye, and it is necessary from our point of view that we should 
state our conclusions as well as the reasons therefor. 

Adult franchise. 

(Chapter II op the Eeport.) 

2. We are glad that our colleagues fully appreciate the value 
of adult franchise. But we are inclined to think that the admin- 
istrative diffieulties which preclude its immediate introduction have 
been maduiy emphasised. We are convinced however not only that a 
beginning can be made, but that it should be made in selected areas 
where it is feasible. Not only do we think that this is a measure 
of justice, but it will be of great value in familiarising both admin- 
istrative officers and the people with the system, thereby facilitating* 
its early extension over larger areas. Besides, the measure we re- 
commend will result in a substantial increase of electors belonging* 
to the labouring and the depressed classes. The United Provinces 
Franchise Committee have recommended adult suffrage in all citiek 
with a p<^ulation of 50,000 or more. Our recommendation is stfifiT 
more modest. It is that adult suffrage shoidd be introduced in all 
cities which have a population of 100,000 or more. * Their number 

*An addendum sulbsequently submitted by the signatories of this 
Minute has been incorporated as paragraph 4rA, of the Miante. 
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is not more than 30* in the whole country. If it be thought that 
even this would be an excessive beginning, we shall be content if 
adult suffrage is introduced in the first instance in all capital cities, 
namely, Delhi, Madras, Bombay, Calcutta, Allahabad, Lahore, Patna, 
Nagpur, Shillong and Peshawar. The possible objection that this 
step will increase the urban electorate at the expense of the rural 
is more academic than real. The fact cannot be questioned that 
there is more of education and capacity for affairs in cities than in 
villages, and the aim of the reformer should be to level up the 
latter and not level down the former. Compulsory primary educa- 
tion was first introduced in municipalities and has been gradually 
extended to rural areas. We need hardly say that these cities will 
be separate constituencies, as most of them are even at present, and 
will not be merged in rural constituencies, and therefore the propor- 
tion of urban and rural voters in constituencies comprising both 
urban and rural areas will not be affected. 

3. We are further of opinion that statutory provision should be 
made for an increase of the electorate after every ten years, so as 
to lead to adult franchise throughout the country in a period not 
exceeding thirty years. The rate of advance may differ in the 
several provinces according as local opinion and local conditions 
may suggest, but the goal should be reached everywhere in the space 
of a generation. In the absence of some such provision, adult 
(franchise may remain a far off adorable dream. We are not content 
to repeat the proposal of the Franchise Sub-Committee of the Round 
Table Conference that there should be a review of the position, as 
we are anxious to avoid the necessity and reduce the probability of 
convulsive agitations at pretty frequent intervals to induce the 
Government and the legislature of the day to satisfy a just popular 
demand. The present Government of India Act provided for an 
examination of the position with reference to responsible Govern- 
ment ten years after it came into force. The agitation that marked 
the appointment and enquiry of the Simon Commission reinforces 
oiir argument, and conveys a warning that should not go imheeded. 
Objection has been raised against the time limit which we propose. 
Our answer is that experience bids us beware that in the absence of 
a statutory time limit progress in the desired direction tends to be 
fa^r^ slower. A statutory provision, such as is here recom- 
mended, will have the further beneficial effect of accelerating the 
wider diffusion of education among the masses as Governments and 
legislatures will both realize its urgency. 


*Mad|:as, Madtura, Triehinopoly, Salem (four in the Madras Presi- 
dency) ; Bombay, Ahmedahad, Karachi, Poona, Sholapur (five in the Bombay 
Presidency) ; Calcutta, Howrah,, Dacca (three in Bengal) ; Lucknow, 
Cawnpore, Agra^ Blares, Allahabad,- Bareilly, Meerat, Moradabad 
in the TJnitad Provinces) ; Iltahore, Amritsar, Multan and Rawalpindi 
in the- Punjab) ; Patna (one in Bihar and Orissa) ; Nagpur and* JidWbmlpur 
(two in lie Central Provinces and Berar) } Peshawar (one m the North- 
West Frontier Province) ; Delhi and Ajmer. 
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The basis of the franchise. 

(Chapter VI op the Eepobt.) 

4. In paragraph 68 of the Eeport it is stated that property has 
been taken as the main foundation of the franchise, and that the 
property qualification has been lowered “ so as to bring on to the 
roil the great bulk of the landholders, the tenants and the urban rent- 
payers and a considerable section of the poorer classes The 
omission here of wage-earners will be noticed. Tet^ following the 
recommendation in this bc^half of the Franchise Sub-Committee of 
the Bound Table Conference, the questionnaire issued by our own 
Committee invited witnesses to understand the term ^‘ property 

in its widest sense as including wages, whether in cash or 

kind The consideration given to the subject of labour repre- 
sentation and the special recommendations in behalf of the de- 
pressed classes do not make up for the omission to recognise wages 
as one of the general qualifications for franchise. The numbers 
affected are vast. Including agricultural and non-agricultural 
labour, the total in the nine Governors’ provinces is no less than 
48,755,382 out of an aggregate population of 254,955,473. That is, 
about 20 per cent, of the whole.* In some provinces ^ ‘ agricultural 
labourers” are actually more in number than ^‘tenants”; for 
example, in Madras, Bombay, Bengal, and the Central Provinces, t 
Those who are not adults being left out, the numbers affected are 
still very large. iUmost every local Government and Provincial 
Committee have admitted that their proposals for the extension of 
the franchise leave out very large numbers of these, the poorest 
of people. This has been sought to be justified on the two grounds 
that there are practical difficulties and that many of those labourers 
are themselves tenants or sub-tenants and will therefore come in 
under those categories. We do not know to what extent the two 
are mixed up in the separate columns of tenants and labourers,, but 
we cannot think that more than a small fraction of the large num- 
bers of agricultural labourers are also tenants. As regards prac- 
tical difficulties, they do not exist in the case of organised occupa- 
tions while they are far from being insurmountable in respect of 
others. Besides, a wage census is both practicable and desirable. 
In our opinion, every labourer, rural or urban, who has been in 
r^eipt of wages of Es. 10 a month or its equivalent in kind con- 
tinuously for the six months preceding the preparation of the 
electoral roll should be bi*ought on the register. 


— 

Madras. 

Bombay. 

Bengal. I 

Central Provinces. 

No. 

Percentage 
of the 
total 

papolation. 

No. 

Percentage 
of the 
total 

population.! 

No. 

Percentage 
of the 
total 

popnlaUon. 

No. 

Percentage 
of the 
tolal 

populatio& 

Tenants . . 
,Aancnltaral 
lal^urers. 

i.617,476 

5,064,450 

3'4 

10-8 

1,160,432 

2,967,809 

5-3 ! 

13-6 

815,634 

2,668,343 

1-6 . 
5-3 

121^373 

3,455,625 

•7 

22'2 


* These figures are taken from the occupational statistics prepared by the 
Joint Secretaries of our Cominit/tee froni the census figures of 1931. 


t Corresponding reference. 
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4A. In paragraph 79 of the Report it is stated that if after the 
preparation of an electoral roll on the basis of the new franchise it 
is discovered that the ratio of voters to population is markedly different 
as between one eommunity and another, “ it will be necessary to con- 
sider what action if any is required in order to rectify the dis- 
parity We do not approve of any such action. It should be 
noted that the principal recommendation of the Franchise Sub- 
Committee of the Round Table Conference was '' that in any given 
area the Franchise qualifications should be the same for all com- 
munities They were not the same during the year of the Morley- 
Minto Act and much heart-burning was the consequence. On this 
account differentiation w^as done away with in the rules made in 1920 
and it does not exist now\ To re-introduce it anywhere and on any 
plea — except in the very special ease of the depressed classes — ^^vould 
be a retrograde and objectionable step which would create a fresh 
source of inter-communal friction. Opinions of provincial Govern- 
ments and Committees as well as the bulk of the evidence of associa- 
tions and individuals are decisively against any such differential 
franchises. And we must record our conviction that any such measure 
would be utterly unwise. 

Provincial franchise schemes. 

(Chapter Vll op the Report.) 

5. Ecriise Rent Qualification , — In paragraph 85 it is stated that 
we are prescribing rental qualifications in towns which should 

bring in a considerable section of the labouring classes ’ While we 
approve of the recommendation, we may point out that in large in- 
dustrial towfite like Bombay, where rents are comparatively high, 
the practice of sub-letting generally prevails. We, therefore, recom- 
mend that the sub-tenants or boarders who pay the minimum rent 
that may be prescribed for becoming a voter, should be enfranchised. 

6. Bomhay , — ^We recommend that the land revenue qualification 
in the case of men should be further reduced from Rs. 8 to Rs, 6. 
This would only increase the electorate by 400,000, and we are satis- 
fied that this cannot be ruled out on administrative grounds. We 
further recommend that the house rent qualification in the city of 
Bombay should be brought down from Rs. 60 to Rs. 36. 

7. The Umied Provinces . — ^We support the proposal of the 
Uiiited Provinces Franchise Committee that the franchise should be 
extended to members of joiut families who hold the minimum quali- 
fication, provided their names are recorded in the village papers 

A similar proposal made by the Government of Madras in favour of 
a registered joint landholder, inamdar, pattadar or occupancy 
ryot ’’ has been accepted by our colleagues. The ease of membei-s 
of joint iamilies is almost on all fours with that of joint landholders. 
As regards the objection of the Goverimient of the TTnited Provinces, 
it is met by the proviso that the names of such members of joiiil 
families must be recorded in the village papers in order to entitle 
them to the vote. 
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8. The While we are glad that the hard ca^ of mem- 

bers of Bon-agrieultural tribes m the Punjab has received con- 
sideration, we would make the definite recommendation that all 
paj'ers of kawyaf tax should be given the vote, and further that the 
ieasibilitj of extending the vote to persons with incomes lower than 
Ks. 400 should also be considered. 

9. Assam * — ^We recommend that the proposal of the Provincial 
Franchise Committee to enfranchise 15 per cent, of the total popu- 
lation by reduction of the qualifying amount of payment of land 
revenue or of chowkidari tax ” be accepted. Our colleagues say 
(pararaph 198) that in view of the administrative difficulties which 
are forcibly pointed out in the local Government's report, we are 
not prepared to press them to provide for more than 10 per cent, of 
the population, which involves trebling the existing electorate 
In sevei’al other provinces recommendations have been made which 
involve a similar consequence, and vre do not think that this circum- 
stance alone need have altered a more favourable consideration of 
the proposal of the Assam Committee. As regards administrative 
difficulties, let it be borne in mind that the composition of the Com- 
mittee. w’hieh had for Chairman a British representative of the 
planting industry and which included three British members of the 
Indian Civil Seivice and eight members of the Legislative Council, 
should lead to the presumption that they would not have put for- 
ward a proposal which was administratively impossible. 

Women's representation. 

(Chapteb VIII OP THE Report.) 

10. We deem it our duty to give prominence to the important fact 
that theie was a strong and an almost unanimous expression of 
opinion by women witnesses, whether they appeared as the repre- 
sentatives of women's associations or in their individual capacity, 
that they did not want women representatives in the legislatures to 
be elected by any communal electorates. Their objection to be 
dragged into communal controversies in any manner was emphatic, 
convincing, and if we may add most welcome. We are equally clear 
and strong that if, unfortunately, communal electorates and com- 
munal representation be not done away with altogether, at the least 
there should be no extension to the sphere of women's activities of 
what we consider to be an essentially wrong principle. And there 
is not even a semblance of justification for it in the face of the 
decided opinion of women witnesses to which we have referred. 

Depressed classes. 

(Chapter X.) 

11. We now come to a question of great importance and of great 
perplexity— the question of depressed classes. This question has 
received as much attention as, U not more tW, that of the basis of 
franchise. We unanimously agreed at our meeting of February 4, 
1932, at Delhi that the term “ depressed classes " should be defined 



Mmura OF DISSENT BY MESSES. S. B. TAMBE^ 0. T, OHINTAMANI 217 
AND E, R. BAKHADE. 

to mean iintoucliables only. Yet curioiidy, as we notice, this defini- 
tioii was not clearly kept in mind in drawing np the revised 
questionnaire, which was issued on 11th February 1932. One of the 
.^[uestions in the questionnaire was : What communities would you 
include as belonging to depressed classes ? Would you include 
.classes other than untouchables, and, if so, which t We think that 
the great confusion caused in the mind's of the Provincial Committees 
and local Governments must have been due to a large extent to this 
question. The result is the various figures given by some of the 
Committees and local Governments. The United Provinces Franchise 
Committee asked our Chairman, when the Committee went to 
Lucknow for the second time^ to define what our Committee meant by 
the expression depressed classes That the several local Gov- 
ernments had no clear idea as to what our Committee wanted, is 
‘evident from their provisional replies. It is doubtful if the Gov- 
ernments of Madras, Bombay and the Central Provinces had any 
^lear idea of ouir definition of the term depressed classes The 
Madras Government had for purposes of their own local Act to 
define the term ‘‘ depressed classes”, and the figures which they 
have given are not necessarily the total population of those who 
should form the depressed classes according to our definition. Similar 
is the case with Bombay. The Bombay Government had appointed 
a committee long before our Committee defined the term depressed 
classes”, to investigate and report on certain matters concerning 
what they called the depressed classes. The figures furnished by the 
Governments of Madras and Bombay have not been examined in 
the light of our Committee's definition o^ the term, but their correct- 
ness has not been questioned. As regards the figure given by the 
Government of the Central Provinces, we do not agree with our 
colleagues that the classes which are listed as untouchables, not 
throughout the whole province but in certain district’s, should be 
treated in those districts as belonging to depressed classes. This is 
unsound in principle and unsafe in practice. It will, besides, cause 
much inconvenience in the preparation of a roll if separate electorates 
be ordered for the depressed classes. It is more than likely that 
more districts than one will have to be included in one constituency. 
'The electoral roll will then include eligible persons of the same class 
so far as the district is concerned, while it will exclude such 
persons of that very class in another district. In one constituency 
there will be a distinction, and if the proposal of additional or 
diffetrential qualification to augment^ the number of depressed class 
voters be accepted, there will be different qualifications for the same 
class in the sam’e constituency. We, therefore, think that classes 
which are listed as untouchables in only a part of a province should 
not be treated as such for electoral purposes. 

12. Regarding the figure for Bihar and Orissa, we regret we 
cannot agree with our colleagues. The list of d.epressed classes 
** in Bihar and Orissa during the census of 1931 ” attached fo the 
Ohief Secretary's note differs from the list classed as depr^sed in 
iJie same province during the census of W31 emulated with 
^.-220-Bihar and Orissa. The first list contams 31 
iftie second' only 22. Out of yvese 22, 8 arfe 
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according to the statement in Appendix 2 of the Memorandum of 
the Frovinciai Franchise Committee. The Chief Secretary in his 
note at page 10 on the classes Dom, Halalkor and Hari says : — 
They are probably the only castes which are regarded as causing 
pollution With regard to the class Dusadh, the Chief Secre- 
tary says : They would hardly admit that they are a depressed 

class except when it is a question of Gorernment appointment. 
The problem of the representation of a caste such as this is really 
the problem of the representation of the agricultural labourers/^ 
In the beginning of his note, he says : The problem of the 

depressed classes does not exist in an acute form in Bihar and 
Orissa.” The local Governrient do not give any figure, but refer 
to the note of the Chief Secretary for information. In the circum- 
stances, we are not prepared to accept the figure of 4,300,000 as 
the total of depressed class population in Bihar and Orissa. The 
evidence which we recorded and the evidence contained in the 
written statements tends to establish that there are very few" 
classes which can be called ‘ depressed W e think that the 
three castes mentioned by the Chief Secretary are the only 
depressed classes. They number 400.000. 

13. Coming to the United Provinces, we notice, as remarked 
above, that the Provincial Franchise Committee were not given a 
clear lead^ as would appear from the proceedings. With the ex- 
ception of the representatives of the depressed classes, the Com- 
mittee were from the beginning of opinion that untouchability 
should be the test. According to this definition, the depressed 
class population amounted to 5 to 6 lakhs. The only classes 
which, according to the definition of our Committee, would fall’ 
under the category of depressed classes in the United Provinces, 
are three, namely, Bhangis, Doms and Dhanuks, as stated by the 
Provincial Franchise Committee. The two members of the 
depressed classes on the Provincial Committee agreed that these 
were the only three castes which come within our Committeemen 
definition of depressed classes. The number of these castes is 
581,000. On the basis of this definition the local Government also 
have stated that their number is 549,000. There is thus agreement 
between the depressed class representatives, the Provincial Com- 
mittee and the local Government, and the matter, in our opinion,, 
should be concluded here.. But a note by Mr. Blunt, which wasn 
prepared before our second visit to the United Provinces and 
before our definition was communicated to the Provincial Com- 
mittee and the local Government, has been brought in and this^ 
has confused the issue. But it is a material circumstance that 
Mr. Blunt, who is a member of the Government, has not dissented 
from their reply. The last sentence of paragraph 16 of Mr. 
Blunt note shows that the only classes which strictly fall with- 
in our definition of depressed classes were Bhangis ’ and Doms. 
His note,^ in this light, is not really inconsistent with his subse- 
quent opinion. In our opinion, the discussion of Mr. Blunt’s note 
is irrelevant. The issue -raised by the Provincial Committee and 
the local Government about some other classes as requiring special 



MINUTE OP DISSENT BY MESSRS* S. B. TAMBE, C. Y. QHINTAMANI 219 
A3SrD R. R. BAKHALE. 


treatment is outside the scope of the enquiry in connection with the 
depressed classes. It opens a very large question and is outside 
the terms of reference to this committee. 

14. We have not received any final figures from. the Bengal Gov- 
ernment. The figures supplied by them from time to time vary. The 
majority of the Bengal Provincial Franchise Committee put the num- 
ber of depressed classes at 70,000. The evidence tends to show that 
there is very little of untoiichability now existing in that province. 
The classes which were at one time considered to be depressed have ad- 
vanced educationally and 'economically, and have been able to send 
representatives to the local legislature in every election held since the 
introduction of the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms. The local Gov- 
ernment have stated that in seven districts at least the electors from 
those classes will form a majority in the electoral roll and it is, in 
our opinion, not necessary to make any further enquiry into tlie 
numbers. Except for the contention of representatives of the 
depressed classes, opinion is practically unanimous that the problem 
of depressed class representation scarcely exists in Bengal. 

15. As in Bengal, the opinion expressed by all except the repre- 
sentatives of the depressed classes is unanimous that the problem of 
the representation of the depressed classes does not exist in the 
Punjab. Both Sikhs and Muslims have been active in converting the 
lower classes of the Hindu community to their faiths, and their num- 
ber has accordingly gone down considerably. The evidence tends to 
show that the only class which is untouchable is that of scavengers. 
Even members of this class who do not actually do the work of 
scavenging are not considered untouchable, according to the evidence. 
The local Government have put the total population of the depressed 
classes at about 1,300,000. This includes the class called Ramdasiyas, 
who are Sikhs. It also includes a class called Ad-dharmis, who have 
vehemently urged that they are not Hindus. This class, we think, 
should be excluded from the untouchables, as our enquiry has been 
confined to untouchables in the Hindu community. There is evidence 
before us that there are untouchables amongst Muslims, Indian 
Christians and Sikhs. If Ad-dharmis are to be included amongst 
untouchables, the scope of our enquiry will have to be widened, so as. 
to cover the untouchables of non-Hindu communities as well. 

16. Our estimate of the numbers of the depressed classes in the* 
several provinces is as under : — 


Millions. 

Madras . . - . . . 7.1 

Bombay . . . . . . 1.7 

Bengal . . . . . . .07 

United Provinces . . . . .6 

Punjab . . . . . . 1.0 

Bihar and Orissa . . . . .4 

Central Provinces . , .4 2.9 

Assam .. ... ... .65 
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What His Majesty’s Govermnent would want to know at this stage, 
if the question of depressed classes be considered to be a part of what 
is called the communal question — with all due deference to the Prime 
Minster, we do not think it is so — ^is 

(1) in what provinces the depressed classes form a distinct 

and separable element in the population ; 

(2) the extent to which the depressed classes would be likely, 

through such general extension of the franchise as we 
may recommend, to secure the right of vote in ordinary 
electorates ; 

(3) public opinion and the Committee’s views as to whether 

special representation is necessary and, if so, the nature 
thereof. 

17. The main repoi-t nnd our statement above will show that m 
only three provinces, Madras, Bombay and the Central Provinces, 
can the depressed classes be said to form a distinct and separate 
element of the population. In other provinces, it is generally diffi- 
cult to draw the line. Untouehability in the latter provinces is 
the adjunct not of a person but of the occupation he pursues. A 
person belonging to a sweeper class is untouchable if he does 
scavenging work, but not if he pursues a clean profession. The 
Governments and Provincial Committees, except in Madras, Bombay 
and the Central Pro\’inees, have stated that the problem of depressed 
classes is not acute. No doubt, the representatives of the depressed 
classes have urged that it does exist, but they could not have stated 
otherwise — the poison of separatism has been spreading. Besides, 
a person who is appointed to represent a special interest, thinks 
he will be considered to have failed in his duty if he does not make 
the most extreme demand. Such statements cannot be taken at 
their face value. Untouehabiitty is steadily diminishing, and any- 
one who wishes Indians tc unite and become one people nation, 
would not wish that the untouchable classes should be treated as 
a distinct and separable element of the population. Efforts are 
being made to remove the barrier dividing class from class where 
it unfortunately exists, and are showing signs of success. 

18. We, who are_ decidedly against any representation of castes 
or classes, cannot think of lending our support to any suggestion 
which, instead of doing away with existing class representation, 
will create one more class. Even in provinces where the depressed 
classes form a distinct and separable element, no steps should be 
taken which will perpetuate their distinction and separation. On 
the other hand, we strongly recommend that such steps should be 
taken in the ease of their representation as will gradually remove 
the distinction and separation. In the case of the Central Pro- 
vinces, we may bring to the notice of His Majesty’s Govermnent 
that there is an agreement as to the nature of repres^tat’ion be- 
^een representatives of the depressed classes and other Hindus. 
The statement at page 6 of the Provincial Franchise Committee’s 
pro%'isionaI reply dated Marei, 3, 1932, that Mr. Gavai (repiresenta- 
tive of the depressed classes) has written; a minute of dissent press- 
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ing for separate electorates aDd 22 seats’*^ is not correct. The 
minute of dissent attached to the reply nowhere refers to a claim 
for separate electorates. What Mr. Gavai says is : “ Besides the 
reservation of seats on a population basis, the depressed classes 
should have a right to contest additional seats in the general elec- 
tion. This is certainly not a claim for separate electorates. Mr, 
Gavai was, besides, examined with Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah at 
Delhi on March 3fD, 1932, and he stated that he was for joint elec- 
torates with reservation of seats. There is, therefore, no problem 
of the depressed classes for settlement by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in the Central Provinces. 

19. We agree that the number of the depressed classes likely 
to be enfranchised under our proposals will not bear the same 
proportion to their population as the total number of persons 
of all classes and castes likely to be enfranchised will bear to the 
total population. We are no less anxious than our colleagues to 
devise methods to bring an adequate number of those .classes 
on to the electorate. The extent to which they are likely to be 
enfranchised under the general scheme of franchise is mentioned 
in the main report. But labour has been recommended for special 
representation, and the bulk of the labourers come from the 
depressed classes. Special labour constituencies are recommended 
along with trade unions constituencies, and in the former a good 
number of the depressed classes, though not as such, will come on 
the electoral roll. We are, however, in agreement with our 
colleagues in recommending the special qualifications proposed in 
the report for bringing depressed class persons on the electoral 
roll so as to bring up their voting strength as nearly as possible to 
10 per cent. But it should be mentioned that we agreed to those 
proposals on the following distinct conditions, viz.^ (1) that no- 
separate electorate shall be formed for them, (2) that their repre- 
sentation shall be through joint electorates with or without reser- 
vation of seats, and (3) that no class other than that of untouch- 
ables shall be included within depressed classes to swell up their 
number. In Bengal, no additional qualifications for the depressed 
classes are necessary. They will be brought on the electoral roll 
in proportion to their number. 

20. In answer to the following, viz,, Do you consider that 
the depressed classes are likely, through such general extension of 
the franchise as you favour, to secure representatives of their own 
choice in the general electorates, and if so, to what extent ? If 
your answer is in the negative, what specif^ proposals would you 
make to secure their representation in legislatures ? ” (Our italics),, 
statements were submitted to the Committee by individuals,, 
associations, provincial committees and Governments. Witnesses 
who appeared before us were examined on their readies to 
the aboire ""Question, tiD after the exaniiifattoh of witnesses of fite 
Bombay Btesidtocy, when the provisional stalemenfts of the 

tral fPboV^nees l^re /wiilE 

Wolume import. 
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the Central Provinces Committee. The Central Provinces G-ov^ 
ernment recommended joint electorates for depressed classes. The 
point was then raised that our Committee was not competent under 
the terms of reference to express any views on the question. Even 
after this, at Delhi on March 30, 1932, Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah 
was cross-examined at some length on the point whether the reso- 
lution of the All-India Depressed Classes in favour of joint electo- 
rates was reall}^ adopted at a properly convened meeting. Indeed, 
there is a large volume of evidence, oral as well as written, which 
expres-es the public opinion on the question. 

(*¥/'. Baliliah doca not agtee vnili all that is said in this section-) 

Minor minorities. 

(CnlPTER XI OF THE RePORT.) 

21. It has been a great impediment during our enquiry that, 
while what is called the communal question has been declared to 
be beyond the scope of onr Committee, we yet were expected to 
deal with questions affecting the representation of communities as 
such. In the discussion of the position of what have been called 

minor minorities ’’ this difficulty was felt to such an extent that 
it became a matter of serious consideration whether the Com- 
mittee should not postpone their deliberations on questions other 
than the extension of the franchise and qualifications of franchise, 
until after His Majesty's Government had decided the questions 
of communal and minority representation. 

22. We regret we cannot endorse all that is said in the report 
on the representation of the so-called minor minorities If the 
electorate is s-itisfied with the policy and the opinioirs of candidates, 
to whichei'er commjmity they may belong, there is no reason to thinh, 
as the majorjfy of our colleagues say, that Europeans, Anglo-Indians 
and Indian Christians cannot “ expect to secure representation in the 
provincial legislatures through the general constituencies ’h This 
statement is not wholly correct as there have been examples of the 
election of candidates belonging to those communities when they 
inspired confidence in the electorates. Actually one Indian 
Christian gentleman returned by the general electorate was ap- 
pointed a Minister in Bihar, as a British official member of the 
Provincial Franchise Committee brought out during our sittings 
at Patna. Yet, the report says that except in parts of Madras, Indian 
Christians could not secure representation. Provincial Governments 
and Committees have not been unanimous that these three communi- 
ties should be accorded special representation in the new constitution. 
The Government of the United Provinces have made no recommenda,- 
tion whatever, while neither the Government nort the Franchise Com- 
mittee of the Punjab have proposed any special representation in 
the case of Anglo-Indians. The Governments of Bihar and Orissa 
and the Central Provinces have not proposed any special representa- 
tion in the case of Indian Christians, while the latter have urged 
a combined electorate for Europeans and Anglo-Indians. The 
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<jeDtral Provinces Committee have made no })roposals whatever with 
regard to Europeans, while the Assam Oovermnent have made none 
with regard to Anglo-Indians. As regards representation ot* 
Europeans in Bombay, the reports of the local Government and the 
Provincial Committee “are not very clear on the point’’. When 
we turn to the general body of evidence, we think we can affirm with 
confidence that its weight and tendency is against the continued 
fragmentation of the eleetomte into so many sections. Indian 
Christians in particular are veiy far from being unanimous as to 
the method by which their representation is to be secured. Un- 
questionably, the three communities named should secure representa- 
tion in the new’ legislatures, but so should every community. Ex- 
perience warns ns of the unwholesome elfcets of the continued 
maintenance of ^‘special representation In this connection, it 
will not be out of place to state that a tentative scheme proposed by 
the Government of Madras in 1907 for special representation in the 
legislature of Brahmans, Mahomedans, Christians and all other 
persons ’’ was almost haughed oat of court, so much so, that that 
Government had to abandon the scheme. The Government of the 
United Provinces, too, in their despatch of March 16, 1908, 

opposed ‘‘ The sub-division of the electorate ” on the ground that 
it ‘Ms certain to cause much heartburning 

23. We should like to add that We should have no objection to 
reservation of seats in the general electorates for Ihe communities 
named where necessary and feasible, and! as a temporary arrangement. 

Special interests. 

(Chapter XI of Report. ) 

24. With regard to this question also we are confronted by the 
same difficulty of the restricted terms of -our reference. Our collea- 
gues say : (para. 318). 

‘ ‘ In the absence of a communal settlement, it is not possible 
for us to do more than discuss the general basis upon 
which, in our view, representation should be accorded 
to these interests, though in accordance wdth the sugges- 
tion of the Round Table Conference* w^e make certain 
tentative suggestions as to the number of seats to be 
reserved in the case of all three groups.” 
l"he three groups are commerce and industry, landlords and univer- 
sities. 

25. We regret our inability to concur in the recommendations 
of the majority. We remain utterly unconvinced of the neces- 
sity or the justification of special electorates. In their absence there 
is no reason to suppose that any of them will fail to secure represen- 
tation. Our colleagues say (para. 320) in jnstifieation of a special 
electorate to represent commerce and industry : 

“While general constituencies may not infrequently rethm 
individuals whose knowledge and experience is 

*The reference is evidently to the federal Structure^ 
at the Conf er^ce. ^ The Cewaf erenee itself made no reeommendatieiis. 
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that they can make contributions of value in discus^ 
sions on commercial and industrial questions, tho«^ 
members speak primarily as representatives of their^ 
constituency and they may on occasion find that the 
claims of that constituency are difficult to reconcile 
with a wholly dispassionate examination of particular 
economic issues/’ 

We think that just the contrary will be the case. It is members- 
elected by the proposed special electorates, and not those who repre- 
sent general electorates, who mil find real difficulty in making a 
wholly dispassionate examination of particular economic issues”. The 
reason is obvious. 

1. Commerce. 

26. Assuming, without admitting, that special representation 
should be retained, we fail to understand why there should be sepa- 
rate electorates of European and Indian commercial bodies when the 
representation is functional and not communal, nor why these special 
electorates should he sub-dmded into several groups. Without pre- 
judice to our objection to the departure from sound principle in- 
volved in the recommendation of the majority, we should urge that 
there should not be separate European and Indian Commercial elec- 
torates, and secondly, that in each province all associations repre- 
sentative of commerce, trade and industry should be combined into* 
one special electorate. If it be thought that representatives of 
British interests will thereby fail to secure an adequate share, our 
answer is, firstly that the European electorate (which we appre- 
hend will be retained) may be trusted to return a fair number of 
Europeans engaged in business, as has hitherto been done, and 
secondly that we shall have no objection to the reservation of a cer- 
tain number of seats in the combined special commerce electorate 
for European businessmen. 

27. We must further call attention to the inequality of repre- 
sentation as between European and Indian Commerce and Industry, 
in several provinces, as well as to th0 retention of the quite excessive 
representation accorded to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

2. Landlords. 

28. If the results of aU the four elections held under the present 

GtoTOPiunent of India Act have demonstrated one thing more than? 
anotlier, it is that the position of landlords is so strong that they have 
been able to secure a very large number of seats in general electo- 
rates, and that special representation is utterly unnecessary. The* 
relevant figure have been ^.quoted by the Statutory Commission 
(vdl* IL page 77). No fewer than 306 out of an aggregate of 71^ 
seats in all the provincial councils were secured by lan^rds. Wr 
do not share the apprehensKHu of our colleagues that they may fail 
to get an adequate amount of representation throng gene^l consti-- 
tuencies in the future. Even with the Mrge increase of the electo- 
rs^e, it is our firm bdSef that except where p^ticular lancOerd can- 
didate juay hawe tfcemselvTO unpoipi^ir wiSi gwerad body 
of their tenants or the tfeiy wffi no less cf streeesi^ 
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in the future than they ha^ie had until now. All legitimate rights of 
property being secured by an appropriate proTision in the consti- 
tution, no other method need be devised for the special behoof of 
either this or any other interest. 

29. If, however, special landlord electorates will be maintained, 
we are not satisfied of the reasonableness of retaining the present 
constituencies. While we agree that there should be no increase in 
the number of seats, there are not a few anomalies which require to 
be rectified, such as the very unequal and unfair distribution of seats 
belween the taluqdars of Oudh and the zamindars of Agra, zamin- 
dars of Oudh who are not taluqdais receiving no share at all. We 
shall be sorry if such patent anomalies and inequaliti^ in the esist- 
ing arrangement are to be continued. 

3. Tlniversities. 

30. Here too we plead for the removal of anomalies and inequali- , 
ties. There is no reason why some of the universities should be ig- 
nored altogether, while others continue to enjoy representation. 

Aboriginal and hill tribes. 

(CHAFTEE XII OF YHE REPOEY.) 

31. We are strongly opposed to separate electorates for any 
class or community and cannot subscribe to any proposal to create 
a fresh class or caste electorate. We therefore do not agree with 
our colleagues ^in recommending that seats should be set apart for 
aboriginal tribes. The- reason advanced for special repre- 
sentation of these tribes is that they live a life entirely apart from 
the rest of the population and therefore their interests and welfare 
should be protected by efficient representation. The implication 
is that future governments will not look after their interests ; but 
the experience of the past ten years shows that more attention has 
been paid hy MGnisters to the welfare of backward classes than 
before the reforms. More persons from these classes are likelv to 
be brought on the electoral roll under the proposed extension of 
the franchise, and their advancement will he more rapid by being 
brought into closer association with the general population than 
hy being kept aloof. Undoubtedly the uplift of these tribes ^should 
be an active concern of the legidatures. The areas they inhabit 

^should no more be relegated to the portion of e:^cluded a’rea5/^ 
There is at present a number of non-official agenei<^ working for 
their uplift,, and with the extended franchase now proposed one 
or more of them will not find it dMcult to secure election to the 
legislatures?, and they wiH make the w*dfare ^ the tribes their spe- 
<4al ecmcem. 

l!!®ary servi^ ijkafitcafiem 
XIII <0 Report.) 

88. We* regret we are unable to mdorse the recomni€mdalS:ia» of 
our colleagues that the military service qualification for the frau- 
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ehise should be maintained. This is the less necessary in view of the 
extension of the general franchise qualifications now proposed. It 
was introduced in 1919-20 because of the glamour of war then 
fresh in the people’s mind. We are aware of no such differentiation 
in favour of service of one description in other countries and we do 
not think it need be perpetuated in ours. If, however, our col- 
leagues’ recommendation be accepted bj* authority, we think it 
fair that the privilege should be extended to the Auxiliary and 
Territorial Forces as well. 

Multi-member and single-member constituencies. 

(Chaptee XVI op THE Repobt.) 

33. Here is another question a definite recommendation on which 
is difficult in the absence of a decision of the communal question. 
The main factors are ; — 

(1) that the simplest and most convenient art*angement would 

undoubtedly be comparatively small and compact single 
member constituencies ; 

(2) but that this consideration is outweighed the circum- 

stance that substantial 5ustice to minorities, large or 
small, cannot be secured thereby ; and 

(3) that the reservation of seats for any section of the people 

in general eleetoniles is impossible except in multi- 
member constituencies. 

Two considerations weigh with us — ^we do not want separate elec- 
torates, and we are equally earnest that no substantial minority shall 
suffer injustice. This double object can only be achieved by multi- 
member constituencies where necessary. We agree with Diwan 
Bahadur M. Eamachandra Eao in urging that the present system of 
multi-member constituencies in Madras should be retained.* In the 
circumstances of that presidency we endorse his opposition to the 
creation of single-member constituencies. 

34. We are of the same opinion in regard to Bombay. At pre- 
sent seats are reserved for Marathas in that presidency. The figures 
fumi^ed by the Government of Bombayt to the Simon Commission 
show that in respect of population as well as of number of electors, 
the Marathas form a very respectable proportion of the total, and 
they are a majority in several constituencies. In nine constituencies 

for which figures have been given, the Marathas number 4,199,244 

* - — ■ ■ . ■ , .. - • 

I am of opinion that the creation of single-member constituencies^ 
in this country consisting of different races, castes, sub-castes and different 
shades of political opinion which most necessarily exist in any country^ 
and different political parties with different political and social progranunes^ 
is an unsuitable method of securing a proper representation of the various 
elements in the population and for securing the representation of various 
shades of political opinion in the legislature ^’.—Paragraph 10 of the 
memorandum of Diwan Bahadur M. Eamachandra Rao. 

f Appendix B to Chapter 8, Part II, the Memorandum of the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay on the Working of Reforms in that presidency, pagc^ 
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oDt of a total x>opulation of 6,476,538. while the number of Maratha 
voters is 99,622 in a total of 191,474. When the franchise is extend- 
ed as we p^pose, their position will certainly be stronger. There- 
fore, we cannot agree with our colleagues that reservation of seats 
for them should be continued. 

Second chambers in provinces. 

(Chapter XVI op Report.) 

35. While we recognise that there is no specific recommenda- 
tion on this subject in the Report, we feel so keenly, our convic- 
tion is so strong, that in the public interest second chambers ought 
not to be established in the provinces, that we deem it our duty 
to say so in unambiguous language. We cannot help thinking, in 
the circumstances in which the subject has been brought to the fore 
in the discussions on the new constitution, that second chambers 
are intended at least by some of the advocates of the innovation to 
act as a counterpoise to councils elected on a wide franchise 
and representing the people at large. The theory of counterpoise 
was openly adumbrated in the Government of India’s scheme of 
reforms dated August 24, 1907 ; while in present discussions the up- 
holders of vested interests are the most prominent advocates of 
second chambers. In a note on the Grovernment of India’s scheme 
referred to above, Sir Reginald Craddock, then Chief Commissioner 
of the Central Provinces and now a Conservative member of Par- 
liament, wrote, as follows : — 

A common eriticism of the Government of India’s 

scheme is that the Government, who have by a long 

course of legislation endeavoured to check the arbitrary 
exercise of power by the landlords, great and small, of 
the country, is now seeking to invest these same classes 
with an importance and an authority of which their 
own legislation has pronounced them to be unworthy. 

It is not easy for the. Government to escape entirely 

from the criticism in so far as the idea of the aristocracy 
as such being set to cheek the literate classes as such 
can be read into the intentions of the Government 

scheme It is upon education that the whole case for 

extended councils is based. Were it not so, the case for 
giving enlarged influence to the landed classes would 
be no stronger now than it was twenty years ago, in- 
deed it would be weaker, since those classes have ad- 
mittedly lost some of their former hereditary pre- 
dominance.” 

If in any province or part of India the aristocratic class 
continue to be so backward that they do not command 
public confidence, or are incapable of giving an opinion 
of value outside their own purely local interests,, * the 
policy should be to encourage them to educate them- 
selves, and not to confer upon them duties or dignities 
for which they are unfitted.”, , ^ 
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“ Sueli elective powers as are given should he free 

"^'and unhampered by class restrictions I do not 

tliink it advisable to create constituencies made of arti- 
ficial electorates with no common tie but that of creed 

or occupation It would in my judgment be 

better not to anticipate that lawyers and school- 
masters will oust the landholding classes ” 

“ There can be no doubt that the proposals of the Govern- 
ment have aroused the suspicion that they are 

intended to cover, or will have the effect of covering, 
under the guise of concessions, an extension of the 
policy of divide and rule....^.”- 

“ The risks attaching to a bold step forward are 

much less than those entailed by an advance too small, 
or by one which deviates too far from the direct 
road 

36. A recent writer* thus sums up the results of the bicameral 
system in the American States : 

“ It increases the cost and complexity of the law-making 
machinery ; it facilitates, even actively encourages, 
the making of laws by a 'process of compromise, bargain- 
ing and log-rolling ; it compels all legislative proposals 
to follow a circuitous route on their way to final en- 
actment ; it provides countless opportunities for obstruc- 
tion and delay ; and it makes easy the shifting of res- 
ponsibility for unpopular legislation. Finally, it has 
proved a barrier to the planning of the laws.”. 

37. There are weighty reasons against the constitution of 
second chambers in provinces. The nature of subjects which it 
will be competent to provincial legMatures to consider ; the 
peculiar constitution of the councils, actual and proposed, which 
does away with the risk of hasty legislation ; the needless cost 
which one more house of the legislature will impose upon tax- 
payers already impoverished and over-hurdened — ^these are among 
the arguments against bicameral provincial legislatures, besides 
what have been stated in the report. Our opposition to second 
chambers is therefore unqualified. 

Federal legislature. 

, (Chapter XVIII.) 

38. In our opinion, the recommendations of our colleagues as 
regards Qie franchise for the federal assembly of the future are not 
adequate. They propose (para. 409) that the franchise for the 
present proyinoial councils shonid be the franchise for the future 
^semhly, with the addition of electors brought in by educational 
literacy tests for men and women respectively and of a lower franchise 
m the Central Provinces and Berar in order to double the number of 
the present Council electors in that province. ' This will mean the en- 
franehisement of about 3.5 per cent, of the population— which is the 

•Munro, Government of the United States, pages 459 — 60. 
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present average for the whole of British India for provincial councils— 
supplemented by the numbers that will be brought in by the addi- 
tional qualifications which have been proposed. "We do not suppose 
that the total will be brought up to even five per cent, of the popula- 
tion. W hen it is borne in mind that the present Assembly has re- 
peatedly been held up for its unrepresentative character, and that this 
has been urged as an excuse for the Government’s disregard of the 
views and wishes of that body, and as it is intended that the assembly 
of the future should be endowed with some power over the Executive 
and therefore charged with vastly greater responsibilities, we cannot 
but think that an electorate which will be hardly five per cent, of the 
population is utterly inadequate. In Bihar and: Orissa, it will bo 
less than 2 per cent., while in the Central Provinces and Berar it 
will be about three per cent. only. In our opinion, there are advant- 
ages, both political and administrative, in having the same franchise 
for both provincial councils and the federal assembly. The chief 
political advantage is that then the assembly will be representative 
of a little over 14 per cent, of the populatioiu The administrative 
advantages are that two separate electoral rolls will not have to be 
prepared, and that the polling will be simpler. Against these con- 
siderations is urged the enormous increase of electors in each, con- 
stituency and the great difficulty which candidates will texperience in 
conducting their election campaigns. While we recognise the force 
of this argument, we cannot by any means regard it as conclusive. 
Our colleagues’ proposal will still impose upon candidates the neces- 
sity of dealing with such numbers that they will find it impossible to 
canvas electors individually. The chief factor is the area of consti- 
tuencies and not the number of electors, and owing to the proposed 
increase of the siEe of the Assembly the area of every constituency 
will be much smaller than at present. Therefore, even if the num- 
bers are increased as we propose, the task of candidates will be 
easier than it is at present. The argument of administrative con- 
venience is more in favour of our proposal than that of the majority. 

39. With one argument that has been urged in defence of the 
smMler electorate that has^ been proposed, we do not agree at all. 
Our coUeapes say (para. 412) that “ most of the matters dealt with 
by the Federal' Assembly will affect the mass of the population less 
directly than do the "matters under the control of the provincial 
legMaturefe We do contend that tariffs and customs and other 
subjects of which the central legmlature will be seized have a direct 
bearing on the lives of the people, particularly of a people as poor 
as the people of 'India are ; while all the influence that can be exerted 
by the Assembly on questions of army policy and military expendi- 
ture ' wiU’ also concern the people materially, as the' proportion of 
revmue spent upon defence determinds how much of it win he 
available for beneficent activities. 

40. We are opposed to any representation of “ special mtereste ”• 
in either house of the federal legislature even more strongly than to 
such representatiofi .itf the .proyinctes". There is still less need for it 
there, andjwd slM'M:§6Txir to see it maintained both because the 
yepresentatioprof gMerhl'.coSstituencjk will thereby be curtailed aj^ 
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because the importance of sectional as opposed to general interests 
i;^iU be unduly magnified. 

Mr Bakhale would make an exception in favour of Labour, As 
Labour is a central subject, it requires special representation in the 
federal or central legislature, 

41. While we agree that election to the upper house of the 
federal legislature should he indirect and the constituencies should 
be the provincial legislatures, we must aflSrm our opposition to 
members of the second chambers of the latter — ^if, unfortunately^ 
they be brought into e 3 dstence anywhere — ^being allowed to partici- 
pate in the election. The argument in support of election by the 
provincial legislatures is that representation in the upper house 
should be of federating units and not of the population. The sole 
representative organ of each federating unit will be the popular 
elected house of l^islature, and we cannot agree to the smaller, 
less representative, and therefore less important house having any 
voice in the matter. 

42. Neither can we agree with the majority when they state 
(para. 399) that the question of the representation of those sections 
of the provincial legislature which will not be able to secure ” repre- 
sentation in the upper house of the federal legislature by the single 
transferable vote will require consideration later for representa- 
tion in that house will be states and provinces and not of classes or 
communities. 

43. ^ We are decidedly opposed to the fillir^ of vacancies in 
provincial legislatures occurring by reason of any members thereof 
being elected to the upper house of the federal legislature, by co- 
option by the legislatures themselves. This will amount to the 
disenfranchisement of the constituencies concerned — a punishment 
which they will not have at all deserved. Besides, members so co- 
opted will not possess a representative character and their views 
will not carry the weight which would attach to the opinions of 
their colleagues duly elected by the people. 

44. It would have been a matter of deep gratification to us if 
we had been able to avoid any dissent from the recommendations of 
our colleagues. We regret that this has not b^n possible. It is our 
conviction that the object and purpose of reform will not only not be 
adequately fulfilled, but may be frustrated by some of the recom- 
mendations of the majority. And keen as we are that this should not 
be Rnd that the reforms should in reality he a large measure of 
politic^ appeasement, we commend our proposals to serious con- 
sideration. 

46. As the Committee have not finally adopted the Report at the 
time of submi^ion of this Minute, we shall have to hand in an 
Addendum to it, if that should be necessary. 

Simla ; 

April SO, 1932, 

(Sd.) S. B. TAMBE. 

„ C. Y. CHINTAMANL 
« B* B. BAKHALE, 
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BRIEF NOTE BY A MAJORITY OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
THE MINUTE " OF DISSENT SUBMITTED BY MESSRS 

S. B. TAMBE, C. Y. OHINTAMANI AND R. E. BAEHALE.^ 

1. We received this minute on the afternoon before the date 
fixed for the signing of our report There has, therefore, been no 
time to prepare an elaborate rejoinder, even had this been consider- 
ed desirable. We feel however that so lengthy a minute cannot 
pass unanswered, since many of the statements in it are liable to 
create misunderstanding about the recommendations in the report. 

Adult suffrage in large cities. 

2. We note that our colleagues agree with us that the general 
introduction of adult suifrage is precluded by the administrative 
difficulties but they wish it to be introduced in the large cities 
immediately. With reference to this proposal, we need only add 
to the examination of the question made in paragraph 49 of our 
report that the introduction of adult suffrage in large industrial 
centres, like many of the towns mentioned by our colleagues, would 
necessitate a reconsideration of the proposals in Chapter IX of our 
report regarding the representation of labour which, subject to 
the qualifying note by the Hon^ble Mr. Miller, received the 
approval of the entire Committee* 

A wage qualification. 

3. The suggestion that the receipt of wages should be made 
a qualification for the franchise received our very careful consi- 
deration, both in its general aspect (paragraph 85) and in 
connection with the representation of labour (paragraph 231). Our 
colleagues give no reason for their view that a ‘‘wage census 
is both practicable and desirable as a basis for the electoral roll, 
which is what we are concerned with at present, and we are unable 
to recommend for practical consideration their proposal that 

every labourer, rural or urban, who has been in receipt of wages 
of Rs- 10 a month or its equivalent in kind continuously for the 
six months preceding the preparation of the roll should be brought 
on the register On the figures they quote, a scheme of this kind 
would necessitate detailed enquiries into the earnings in cash and 
in kind of 25 or 30 million people — an extremely difficult and 
costly task. 


Unenfranchised labour. 

4. We must demur to the suggestion that more than 4S million 
people out of 255 million or about 20 per cent, of the whole popula- 
tion have been left entirely unenfranchised under our proposals. 
In the first place these figures are entirely misleading, since at 
least half of the 48 millions consist of women and dependants. The 

■*This note was considered at an informal meeting on 2nd May 1932 at 
which all members of the Committee in Simla were present except Messrs. 
Tambe, Chintamanx, Bakhale, and Mrs, Snbbarayan. These mmbers were 
hot invited ^hce It was clear from the terms of their Minutes that they 
could not associate themselves with this reply. 
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adult population of India is 130 millions and tKe male adult 
population 67 millions. Our proposals will give the direct vote to 
nearly 30 million men or 44 per cent of the adult male population. 
Only *37 millions will be left who will not be enfranchised. A 
substantial proportion of the landless labourers in town and country 
will be enfranchised under the proposals we make regarding the 
depressed classes (Chapter X) while a number of others will secure 
representation through the meas^ircs proposed in Chapter IX for the 
representation of labour. The suggestion that we have made no 
provision for the representation of agricultural and non-agricultural 
labour reveals therefore a fundamental misunderstanding of our 
scheme. 


The Provincial franchise schemes: 

5. Turning now to the provincial franchise scheme^, we have given 
reasons in our report (paragraphs 110-115) for holding that it would 
be unwise to increase the electorate in Bombay to a greater extent 
than we propose. As it is, our scheme goes, somewhat beyond what 
the local Government considers to be adnimistijatively feasible. Our 
colleagues fiv'ther recommend that the house rent qualification in the^ 
city of Bombay should he reduced from Rs. 60 to Rs. 36. ' This pro- 
posal was considered by our Committee but abandoned after we had 
ascertained from the local Go\ernment that the average rent for a 
room in a Bombay chaiol is Es. 5-8-0 per mensem. 


6. We discussed with tie Government of the United Provinces 
the suggestion that members of joint families should be enfranchised 
in ceitain areas but found them strongly opposed to it on legal and 
other grounds. The local Government have put forward a very 
liberal scheme of enfranebsement, and we are not prepared to pre^ 
them to enlange it, especially as a large number of members of joint 
famili^ will be qualified under the upper primary educational stand- 
ard which we propose to introduce. In the dase of the Punjab, we 
have made the same recommendation as our colleagues in pegard to the 
haisiyat tax, and it is not clear why it should be considered necessary 
to repeat it in this minute of dissent. As to Assam, the suggcistioit 
that we have accepted as adequate the local Governments proposal to 
enfranchise 10 per cent, of the population gives an entirely erroneous 
view of our action. We have in fect'added to the elecstorate proposed 
by the local Government* no less than 220,000 women, bringing the 
total up to over 12 per cent, of the total population. A> similar 
addition to Ihn provinclaii Committee sdheme would* have brougM 
the total up to over 17 per cent, and we are satisfied that in Alssam 
with its large undeveloped, tracts, sparse population and scaMy staif, 
any such electorate would be quite unmanageable: In addition to the 
provision we propose in respect of the women franchise, we are re- 
commending special representation for the aboriginal population and 
for the laboureriR employed^on tea gaidpns which will cover consider- 
ably over- a- million persons* 
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Statutory increase of the electorate. 

7. As regards the suggestion of our colleagues that statutory provi- 
sion should be made for an increase of the electorate after every ten 
years, so as to lead to adult suffrage throughout the country in a 
period not exceeding thirty years, we consider it a mistake to try to 
control the future. We prefer to trust the responsible legislatures 
of- India rather than ask Parliament to prejudge the issue. 


Women. 

8. We are unable to confirm our colleagues^ remark that there 
was a strong and almost unanimous expression of opinion by women 
witnesses against communal electorates for women. The matter was 
indeed mentioned by some women and women associations who 
appeared before us or submitted written statements, but as the subject 
was clearly beyond the scope of our terms of reference under the 
Prime Minister's instructions, we did not invite evidence or cross 
examine witnesses on the subject. Our own recommendation in 
regard to the representation of women in the legislatures does not 
prejudge the issue one way or the other. 

Depressed classes, 

9. It is unnecessary to deal at length with our colleagues' obsferva- 
tion| in regard to the depressed classes, more especially as we observe 
that, like most of the authorities who have supplied us with informa- 
tion on the subject, they are at variance among themselves. We also 
observe that some of the points discussed in the minute were not 
raised by our colleagues in the Committee. In regard to the statistics 
of the depressed class population, we are glad to notice that, although 
our colleagues cast some doubt on the method by which we arrived at 
our figures for the depressed classes in Madras, Bombay and the Central 
Provinces, they are nevertheless prepared to accept them. We are 
also ^eed upon the figures given for Assam and there is little differ- 
ence between us in regard to the Punjab. 

10. In the United Provinces and in Bengal, where we ourselves 
■haYe not felt competent to reach a definite figure, our colleagues 
have accepted the estimates given Iby the' local Committee. We would 
ady remark in this cbnn'ectiou that the local Committee of the United 
Provinces ’ appear to have confined them^Ives to only one of the two 
t^ts’i of untouehability’* upon v^hich we unanMously agreed in our 
report’ ; and that we^ cahnot' admit in Beng^, where so wide a differ- 
esm^e of^ opinion has^showh itself,' that it fe not nefiie^sary to 
further t eniq[ttkies into the mmAmH 

11. There is only one province, Bihar and Orissa, where we 

have given a definite estimate of the number of the depressed 
classes, which our colleagtted’d^^ liof a‘<^6&f)t. In this province, we 
had^the^^si$istaticet o§ nos few^ than^fiVe^ anthferiti^ MtaJfiving 
^4 our of* 1911^ 19^1- 
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Committee, and ilr. HaUett, Chief Seeretarj' to the Government, 
are all iiGanimous in declaring that eight castes, the Dom, Chamar, 
Dusadh, Mnshar, Pasi, Mochi, Pan and Hari, satisfy the two tests 
refer 3 ?ed to in paragraph 285 of our report. These castes number 
3,973,953. Our estimate of 4,300,000 includes also about 400,000 
persons belonging to minor castes "whose numbers individually are 
small. Our colleagues appear to have based their catenations on 
a single remark made by one of these authorities, referring to only 
one of the two tests we have mentioned. " ^Ve are therefore unable 
to modify our opinion on this matter. 

With reference to our colleagues* remarks about the misunder- 
standing alleged to have been caused by the revised questionnaire 
which was issued on the 11th February 1931, we would merely point 
out that they approved of the questionnaire before it was issued, 
and never gave us any indication subsequently that they thought 
it misleading or in need of amendment. We have suggested further 
examination of a number of points relating to the depressed classes, 
and the present views of our colleagues will no doubt receive due 
consideration in this connection. 

Minor minorities and special interests. 

12. As regards minor minorities we observe that our colleagues 
have no objection to the reservation of seats for the communities 
concerned- The question of the form which such reservation should 
take is outside the scope of our reference, and it was at the instance 
of one of the dissentient members that the discussion of the matter 
was ruled out of order by the Chairman as involving the communal 
issue. As regards special interests, we would merely add that we 
also have suggested the examination of the desirability of redistribut- 
ing or rearranging the landlord and university constituencies, when 
the general constituencies are being delimited. 


Aboriginal and hill tribes. 

13. We feel vepr strongly the necessity of providing adequately 
for the representation of tribal races and others, who have suffered 
€0 severely in the past from the ignorance of administrators and 
legislators as to their special customs and conditions. We have 
come to no final conclusion as to the method of representation which 
should be adopted, but must repeat our recommendation that the 
snatter should be examined in detail at a later stage during the 
delhmtation of constituencies. * We are not prepared to leave the 
aboriginal tribes to take their chance in general constituences, as 
our colleagues apparently suggest. 

Second chambers. 

14. As regards second chambers, we abstain from comment, 
except to remark that we have for the reasons set f<Wh m Chapter 
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XYI of our report refrained from making any recommendations at 
the present stage as the matter involves constitutional issues which 
are beyond the scope of our reference. We have merely set forth 
the evidence we have collected, and the arguments which can be 
advanced on either side in such a way as to facilitate a decision at 
a later stage. 


The Federal legislature. 

15. Our colleagues have criticised our proposals for the Federal 
Legislature, but we would point out that it is quite misleading to 
refer to the Assembly alone. The Feder^ Assembly will represent 
directly an electorate more than seven times as large as the present 
electorate, and the Senate; will represent, indirectly, the 36,000,000 
voters whom our colleagues wish to enfranchise immediately for 
the Assembly, despite the overwhelming practical difficulties we 
point out in paragraph 407. 


Conclusion. 

16. We have given careful consideration to the criticisms and 
proposals of our colleagues hut they have not led us to wish to modify 
in any respect the carefully balanced scheme set forth in the pagea 
of our report. 
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^PENDIX I. 

Lejttbb ^3BEOJa: the Pbime Minister^ to the CnAiRHAisr, Fbakchise 
Committee, dated the 29th December 193L 

I have to eoromimieate to you the wishes of His Majestys Grovernment 
as to the investigation to be undertaken by the Franchise Conmiittee, whose 
^appointment was foreshadowed in paragraph 15 of the statement winch 
I made to the Round Table Conference on 1st December last. 

2. To your Committee His Majesty’s Grovernment will look for com- 
plete and detailed proposals on which to base the revision of the franchise 
<and the arrangement of constituencies for the new legislatures, Central 
and Provincial, which are to form part of the Constitution enviss^ed in 
.the statement to which I have referred : and since upon these detailed 
.proposals must largely depend the size and actual composition of the 
legislatures, His Majesty’s Government hope that your Committee will be 
in a position in due course so to frame their proposals as to present^ a 
complete and detailed scheme for the composition of each of the Provincial 
Legislatures and of the Federal Legislature. It is apparent, however, that 
until decisions have been taken upon certain questions of principle which 
still remain unsettled, your Committee will not be in a position to draw 
up such a plan in its entirety : my present purpose is therefore to indicate 
the lines upon which you should approach your task in the immediate 
Tuture. 

3. You are aware that the present electorate in Indian provinces 
.amounts to less than 3 per cent, of the^ population of the areas returning 
'members to provincial Councils, and it is obvious that under this limited 
franchise, the majority of the people and many large and important 
sections of the community can enjoy no effective representation in the 
Legislatures. The principle of a responsible Federal Government, subject 
to certain reservations and safeguards has been accepted by His Majesty’s 
Government while it has been decided that the Governors’ Provinces are 
to become responsibly governed units, enjoying the greatest possible measure 
of freedom from outside interference and dictation in carrying out their 
^own policies in tlieir own sphere. In these circumstances, it is clearly 
necessary so to widen the electorate that the Legislatures to which respon- 
sibility is to be entrusted should be representative of the general mass of 
the population and that no important section of the community may lack 
the means of expressing its needs and its opinions. 

4. Your Committee will, of course, give full weight to the report of 
the Franeliise Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference and the in- 
teresting dis^cussions held by that Sub-Comipittee on the questions submitted 
to it. As the form of fhe new Central or Federal Legislature had, at the 
date of its deliberation, not yet been decided, the Sub-Committee found it 
impossible to make suggestions regarding a suitable franchise system for 
it and their discussions referred primarily to the provincial electorates. It 

generally held that adult suf^’e was the goal which should ultimately 
be attained, hut ifye majority of the Sub-Committee considered that' it was 
p^jaqticable to i:eaeih that goal by stages, though it was agreed that 
the ‘basis of the firai^eki^o cquld forthwith be broadened, and that a large 
d^irable. Sub-Committee reebmmendedi with 'some dis- 
sentients ^the immediate increase of the electorate 'so as to enfranchise hot 
less than 10 per cent, of the population, and indei^d a larger number, — ^but 
not ruore than 25* per cent 6f- ‘ total "ppputatioh, — if :®af sWiJ, on VpII 
invesligation, be found praeiacable aijd* aesmahle l4iey also r< ^^nTriTyif> Tqi dp<^ 
that, in view of^ the prsfettcal/ difipulties bf^ enlarging the el^ctpratj^ to an 
exteht which wquld give direct represelitation to a larger 'section ‘of the 
population, consideration should be given to the introduction of a scheme ^ 
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by whicli all adulfcs not entitled to a diTeet vote would be grouped together 
in primary group s of about 20 or in some other suitable manner, for the 
election o£ one representative member of each group, who would be en- 
titled to vote ia proTtincial electorates either in the s^e constituencies as 
the directly qualified voters or in separate constituencies to be framed for 
them. It is the nvisb of His Majesty’s Government that ^ your Committee 
should con-sidex iri tbc lirst place what extension of the franchise for the 
provincial legislatures is desirable and administratively feasible, and the 
possibility of supplementing direct representation by a system of group 
representation or otlierwise ; and your enquiry will doubtless be so con- 
ducted as to elicit information which will enable you to frame proposals for 
the electoxates, constituencies and methods of election which will be re- 
quired to produce a federal legislature of the type indicated in the third 
report of the Pedersd Structure Committee. 

5. I meedl not recapitulate in detail the suggestions of the Franchise 
Sub-Committee of the Round Table Conference regarding the various matters - 
which arise in connection with the qualification for the franchise — ^the re- 
moval of disparities between urban and rural enfranchisement, the 
desirability or otlierwise of giving each community a voting strength pro- 
portionate to its nombers, the extension of the existing military service 
qualification and the introduction of a new educational qualification. These 
questions and others -will doubtless come under the notice of your Committee 
and will receive due consideration. But I desire to- say that His Majesty’s 
Government attacsli special importance to the question of securing a more 
adequate enfranebLisement of women than the existing system, which applies 
to women the same qualifications as to men, and has produced a women’s 
electorate nunaherinar less than one-twentieth of the total male electorate. 
Your Committee should also consider by what methods the representation 
of labour cant most effectively be secured. 

6. It (s euienfc from the discussions which have occurred in various 
connections in the Conference that the new constitution must make adequate 
provision for the zrepxesentation of the Depressed Classes and that the method 
of representation ty nomination is no longer regarded as appropriate. As 
you are aware, tkere is difference of opinion whether the system of separate 
electorates should be instituted for the Depressed Classes and your Commit- 
tee's investigsttions should contribute towards the decision of this question 
by indicating tbe^ extent to which the Depressed Classes would be likely, 
through snich gemeral extension of the franchise as you may recommend, 
to seesure the ri^ht to vote in ordinary electorates. On the other hand, 
should it he deexdecl eventually to constitute separate electorates for the 
Depressed Glasses, either generally or in those Provinces in which they 
form a ^stinct a^md separable element in the populationT your Committee’s 
mquiry iato ^neial problem of extending the franchise should place you 
in posEsession of faots which would facilitate the devising of a method of 
separate reprssea"tatLon for the Depressed Classes. 

* 7. As xegrards the general question of maintenance, modification or abolition 

of the^ existing’ system of separate communal electorates I can only draw your 
attention fo the obsBxvations which I made upon this matter in paragraphs 
12 and 13 the sfcatemont which I made to the Conference on December 
1st and in imy s'peech in the House of Conimojis in the debate upon that 
statement on be^sember 2nd. 

It is mot, of couLTse, the function of your Committee to attempt a settle- 
laent of tiie cornrounn-l problem, but it is clear that the question of communal 
electorates an<3 tke connected question of apportionment of seats in the legis- 
latures to the sevreral communities must be settled before your Committee 
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can be asked to undertake the task of preparing a detailed scheme for the 
composition of the legislatures and for the arrangement of the constituencies 
upon which they are to be based. As you are aware the Government are 
deeply anxious that this settlement should be by agreement amongst 
the communities themselves. Meanwhile, I recognise, that even the 
present phase of your inquiry may be hampered if you are not in 
possession of a provisional working hypothesis. His Majesty 
Government desire your Committee therefore to proceed, in 
so far as you may find that the absence of such an assumption would pre- 
clude you from arriving at conclusions, on the assumption that separate 
communal electorates wOl continue to form a feature of the new consti- 
tution, 

8^ 'The various Provincial Governments have, during the last twelve 
years, accumulated a store of experience of the working of the existing elec- 
toral machinery which should prove invaluable to your Committee, and His 
Majesty's Government desire that this exi)erienee should be made available 
to you through Provincial Committees constituted in each province by the 
local Government which, while being composed in the main of non-o&cial 
representatives, would each contain s member or members with official ex- 
perience of these matters, and to which official records of each Government 
would be made available. I trust that your Lordship will take early steps 
to place youi^elf in touch wdth the local Goveniments and with their Pro- 
vincial Committees, and will guide their inquiries by questionnaire or such 
other means as you deem suitable on lines which will enable you to co- 
ordinate their efforts and to bring the Provincial Committees into co-opera- 
tion with your own Compiittee in the formulation of your proposals. 

9. I should add that if, as seems probable, you find it impossible to 
complete your inquiry during the present cold weather, you will no doubt 
consider, in the light of the progress made in your first tour, whether an 
inteirim report on points upon which you may have been able to reach 
provisional or final conclusions will not serve to expedite the progress of 
the general inquiry of which your Committee's investigations form part. 
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Personnel of the Provincial Praachise Committees. 

Members of the Madras Provincial Pranehise Committee. 

1. 11. B, Hy. S. Mathmh lindaliyar Avargal (Chairman). 

2. II. R. Ry. II, H, Seturatnam Ayyar Avargal. 

3. II. R. Ry. Diwan Bahadur J. Yenkatnarayana Hayudu Guru, C.I.E. 

4. 11. R. Ry. Daniel Thomas Avargal, 1I.L.C. 

5. M. R. Ry. X. Sivaraj Avargal, 1I.L.C. 

6. Khan Bahadur Yahya Ali Sahib Bahadur, M1.L.C. 

7. Hr. P- E. James, li.L.C. 

S. IL R, Ry. C. Basudev Xayudu Guru, M.L*C. 

9. Mrs. Paul Appaswami. 

10. y. Appa Rao, Zaniindar of Mirzapuram, 1I.L.C. 

11. M. E. Ry. M, A. lluthiah Chettiyar Avargal, M.L.C. 

12. IL R. Ry, T. S. Bamaswami Ayyar Avargal, M.L.C. 

13. M. R. Ry. K. Raman Menon Avargal, M.L.C. 

14. Mr, C. A. Souter, I.C.S. 

15. Mr. R. G. Grieve, C.LE. 

16. II. R. Ry. Rao Bahadur X. Gopalaswami Avyangar Avargal. 

17. Mr. T. G. Rutherford, C,1.E., I.C.S. (Secretary). 

Members of the Bombay Provincial Pranehise Committee. 

1. Mr. S. H. Covernton, C.LE., I.C.S. (Chairman). 

2. Rao Bahadur R. R. Kale, 1LL.C. 

3. Sardar V. X. Mutalik. 

4. Mr. B. V. Jadhav, M.L.A. 

5. Rao Bahadur S. X. Angadi, M.L.C. 

6. Mr. G. L. Winterbotbam. 

7. Dr. P. G. Solanki, M,L.C. 

8. Khan Bahadur Allahbaksh, M.L.C. 

9. Mr. J. B. Petit, 1LL.C. 

10. Dr. Alban D\Sou 2 a, M.L.C. 

11. Mr. A. 0. Koreishi. 

12. Rao Bahadur R. S. Asavale. 


13. Mr. Ibrahim Suleiman Haji. 

14. Mr. Stanley Henry Prater. 

15. Mr, Sayyid Munawar. 

16. Mr. C. W. A. Turner, C.I.E., I.C.S. 

17. Mr. X. J. Wadia, I.C.S. 

18. Mr. G. S. Rajadliyaksha, I.C.S. 

19. Mrs. Tarabai Manilal Premchand. 

20. Mr. P. X. Moos, I.C.S. (Secretary). 

Members of the Bengal Provincial Franchise Committee. 
The I^n^le Mr. Khavraja Xazim-ud-Din, C.I.E. (Chairman). 
Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Mumin, M.L.C. 

Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, M.L.C. 

Mr. A. P. Rahman, M.L.G. 

The Hon'bie Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy. 

Mr. B. C, Chatterjee, M.L.G, 

Mr. S. M. Bose, M.L.C, 

Mr. Xarendra Kumar Basu, M.L.C. 

Mr. C. G. Cooper, M.L.C. 

Mr. E. T. MeCluskie, M.L.C. 

Mr. Mukunda Behary MaUick, M.L.a 
Mr. K. a Roy. 

Mrs. P. K. Bose. 

Mr. F. W. Robertson, LC.S. 

Mr. G. P. Hogg, LC.S. 

Mr. H. Graham, I.C.S. (Secretary), 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
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M^'bers of tlie United Provinces Pxan^ohise Committee. 

1. Kaja Rajesliwar Bali (Chairman). 

2. Raja Jagannath Bakhsh Singh. 

'S. Elhan Bahadur Hafiz Hidayat Hnsaia. 

4. Elimn Bahadur Maulvi Faish-ud-dm. 

6, Captain Nawab Jamshed Ali Khan. 

6. Rao Bahadur Thakur Bikram Singhs 

7. Mr. H. Besangos. 

Rai S^ahib Babu Rama Charana. 

9. Mrs. P. ^Srivastava. 

10. Dr. K. H. Malaviya. 

11. Mr. Ram Bahai. 

12. Pandit Hirday Kath Kun 2 acu. 

13- Mr. H. Darwin, LC.B. 

14. Dr. S. S. Nehru, I.C.S. (Secretary). 

^Members of the Punjab Pranchise Committee. 

1. Mx. Miles Irving, C.I.E., O.B.E., I.C.S- ^(Chairman). 

2. Mr- Owen. Roberts. M.L.C. 

3. Sardar Buta Singh, B.A., LL.B., M.I*.Cv, Deputy President, Punjab 

‘Legislati^ Oeuneik 

4. Pandit Nanak Chand, M.Lf.C. 

Rai Bahadur Chaadhri Choofcu Ram, B.A., LL.B., M.I 1 .C. 

6. Kh4an Bahadur Shaik Din Muhammad, M.A,, LL.B., M.L.C. 

V. Chaudhri Hussain, B.A^ LL.Bv, MikCw 

8. Khan Bahadur Quraishi Muhammad Hayat, CXE., M.IihCX 

9. Mrs. <3v CJ. Chatterjee. 

10. Mr. M. A. Ghani, M.L.a 

11. Mr. fijans Raj. 

hielahers of the Bihar and Cxtssa Pranchise Committee. 

1. Babu C^andre^war Prasad Narayan Singh ( Chairman )> 

2* Lady Imam. 

3, Rai Bahadtir Lakshmidbar Mahanti, 

4, Rai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Ray. 

6. Mr- Saiyid Athar Husain. 

6. Reverend Brajananda Das. 

7. Babu Swayambar Das, 

5, Babu Shiva Shankar Jha. 

Babu Gursahay Lai. 

10. Mmilvi JSaiyid Mubarak Ali Bahib. 

11. Mr. A. R Middleton, I.C.S. 

12. Mr. €. E. Dwen, I.C.Sv 

13. Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Mukafji (Secretary). 

Members ct the Central Proyinces Pranchise Committee. 

1. The HonHjIe Sir Arthur Nelson, Kt., CJ.E,, O.D.E., I.C.S. (Chair- 

man). 

2. Bai Bahadur K. B. Nayudu^ M.L.G, 

3. Rai Sahib Dwsrkanath Singh, MJL.C. 

4. Rao Sahib U. S. PatH, M.L,C; 

5. Mr. V. S. Clhaubid, M.L.C. 

«. Mr. If. W. Fnky, M-L-C. . 

7. Mr. O. M.L.C. 

8. Mr!^a R. Josfil, M:.L.C.. 

S. Mr/R. A. Kanitkar, M:.L.C. 
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10. Mr. M. Y. Shareef, Bar.-at-Law, M.L.CL 

11. Sardir Bahadur J. X. Rodrigues. 

12. !Mr. Shiyam Sujidar Bhargava. 

13. Mrs. Tam be. 

14. Mr. K GordoB, C.I.E., I.C.S. 

15. :Slv. R. E. Polloi^k. LC.S. 

16. Mr. W. H. Shooberf, I.€:S. 

Mr. C. J. W. LilH I-C-S. (Secretary). 

HemberB of the Assam FrancHse Committee. 

1. Mr. S. Roffey (riiairman). 

2. Rai Baliadnr Xagendra Nath Ciioudliuri, M.L.C. 

3. Khan Bahadur Dewan -4bdur Rahim Chowdhury, M.L.C* 

4. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Xaruddin Aiimed, M.L.C* 

5. Bai Sahib Pyari Molian Das, M.L.C. 

6- Maulvi Monowar Ali, M.L.C. 

7. Srijut Brindaban Chandra Goswami, M.L.C. 

8. Srijut Rohini Kumar Choudhuri, M.L.C. 

9. Srijut Mohendrai Xath Goham, M.L.C. 

10. Mr. K. Cantlie, LC.S. 

11. Mr. C. S. Mulian, LC.S. 

12. Mrs. Z. Rahman. 

13. Mr. B. K. Z. Sarwar. 

14. Mr. J. A. Dawson, CXE., LC.S. (Secretary). 

Members of the Korth-West Frontier Province Franchise Committee. 

1. Mr. J. S. Thoin|son, I.C.B. (Chairman). 

2. Nawab Major Sir Muhammad Akbar Khan, K.B.E., CXE., of Hoti. 

3. Sahibzada Xawab Sir Abdul Qaiyum Khan, K.C.I.E., MX.A. 

4. Major Ahmed Xawaz Khan, O.B.E., Kawab of Dera. 

5. Khan Bahadur Abdul Rahim Khan, M.B.E. 

6. Malik-ur-Rahman Khan. 

7. Bai Sahib Pandit Mul Chand. 

8. Sardar Baja Singh. 

9. Mr. Muhammad Akram IChan. 

10. M. Muhammad Jan Khan. . 

11. M. Ghulam Babbani. 

12. Lieutenant Hamid Khan, M.B E., of Hoti. 

13. Mr. ^Muhammad Aslam 

14. Mr.''Muhammad Yunis Khan. 

15. Mr, Abdul Ghafur Khan. 
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APPEHDIX III. 

INDIAN PEANCHISE COMMITTEE. 


QUESTIOITNAIBE. 


Preliminary heads of Inqairy. 

Having regard te the wide range of inquiries which it is necessary 
for the Franchise Committee to undertake before it can frame detailed 
plan for the constitution of several legislatures the Chairman is of opi- 
nion that it is very impro}#abie^ if not impossible, that the Committee will 
be able to cover the whole Held during the first stage of their inquiry. 
In order to provide a practical programme it will therefore be necessary 
to concentrate attention in the first instance on the fundamental question 
of the franchise to be adopted in the constituencies which will elect the 
various legislatures. 

It may therefore be necessary to postpone inquiries relating to the 
representation of special interests, the advisability of creating bicameral 
legislatures in Provinces, the qualification and disqualification of candi- 
ed ates and other subsidia,jy though important questions until a later stage 
of the Committee’s investigations. A further questionnaire relating to 
these matters will be issued m due course. The following questionnaire 
deals with the franchise to be adopted for the Provincial and Central 
Legislatures. Questions relating to the representation of women, labour 
and depressed classes have been included becaus^^ the solution of these 
problems depends largely on the extent to which the basis of suffrage can 
be widened iU general constituoncies. 

1.— PEOVINdlAL LEG-ISLATUEBS. 

1. Exte^ttsion of thfe Pranchiso. 

Having regard to the fact that the principle of a responsible Federal 
Government, subject to eerlam reservations and safeguards, has been 
accepted by His Majesty’s Government, and that the Governor’s pro- 
vinces are to become responsibly governed units, enjoying the greatest 
possible measure of freedom from outside interference and dictation in 
carrying out their own policies in their own sphere, it is obviously neces- 
sary so to widen the electorates that the legislatures to which respon- 
sibility is to be elltrusied should be representative of the general mass ol 
the population, and tliat no important section of the community may 
lack the means of expressing its needs and its opinion. The Franchise 
Sub-Committee of the Pound Table Conference considered that adult 
sufeage was the goal which should ultimately be attained, but the majo- 
rity thought that it was not practicable to reach that goal immediately 
and recommended the immediate inc.rease of the electorate so as to en- 
franchise not less than 10 per cent, of the population, and indeed a larger 
number — ^but not more than 25 per cent, of the total population — ^if that 
should on full investigation, be found practicable and desirable 

(a) What means can you suggest by which the existing franchise 

for the Provincial Legislature could be extended so as to 

include 10 per cent, of the population in the electoral roll ? 

(b) Do you consider that such an electorate will be capable of 

casting an intelligent vote f 

(c) Do you consider that such an electorate would be administra- 

tively manageable having regard to the arrangements likely 

q2 
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to Tje feafsible for the preparatioai, maintenance and re^i- 
sion of the electoral rolls, and for the recording and counting 
of votes f 

(d) If the answer to (b) and (c) is in the negative, what alter- 

native qualifications for the electorate would you propose ? 

(e) If the answer to (b) and (c) is in the afdrmath^e, do you con- 

sider that it would be practicable and desirable, having 
regard to the same considerations, to enlarge the electoral 
roll still fuither and, if so, what means would you suggest 
for the purpose ? 

(f) It has been suggested that, assuming adult suffrage to be 

impracticable* at present, all adults not entitled to a direct 
vote should be grouped together in primary groups of about 
20 or in some otlier suitable manner for the election of one 
or more representative members from each group, who 
would be entitled to vote in the provincial elections either 
in the same conatitueneies as the directly qualified voters 
or in separate constituencies to be framed for them. The 
suggestion has been discussed mainly with reference to 
rural villages, but might be made applicable to towns alsOk 

Do you consider that any such system would be feasible and 
advantageous in the areas with which you are acquainted, 
and, if so, would you advise that the group electors should 
vote m the Paine constituencies as the directly qualified 
electors, or in separate constituencies composed of group 
elect Cl'S only ? 

(g) It has been proposed that in the event of separate constituen* 

cies being framed for group electors, only group electors 
should be qualified to stand as candidates for such consti- 
tuencies f 

Are you in favour of this course ^ 

(h) Do you consider that it would be feasible and advantageous 

to abolish all the existing qualifications for voters and to 
extend a system of the nature described in (f), and to con- 
fine the electorate for all constituencies to secondaries chosen 
by groups of primary voters ? 

(i) In the event of your answer to (f) or (h) being iu the affirma- 

tive, what do yon consider would be a suit^le size for the 
groups referred to above ? On what basis would you con- 
stitute them, and whom would you charge with the duties of 
framing them ? 

(j) Would you require any special qualification, whether property, 

educational or other, in the persons chosen by such groups 
to vote on their behalf for the election of members 9 If so- 
what f ' 


2. Franchise Qualificatioiis. 

(a) Do you consider that in the areas Avith which you are acquainted 
there is any marked disparity in tlie operation of fhd franchise qualifica- 
tions in urban as compared with rural areas ? If so, what measures 
would you suggest in order to rectify such disparities ? 

(b) It has been su^ested that each community should be given a 
voting strength proportionate to its numbers, and that the franchise 
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system should be so contrived as to secure this result, in so far as it 
may be practicable. 

Are you in agreement with this suggestion, and, if so, what measures 
would you suggest for giving effort to it in your province on the assump- 
tion (i) that separate electorates are retained, (n)* of joint electorates 
with reservation of seats, and (iii) of joint electorates without reserva- 
tion of seats ? 

(e) Is the possession of property of some kind in your opinion a 
suitable test of fitness for the franchise ? (The term property should 
be understood in its widest sense as including not only the ownership 
of landed property but also the occupation of land or house propert^r or 
the receipt of income or wages whether in cash or kind.) If so, do you 
consider the existing property qualifications suitable f If you do not, 
wjiat modification do you suggest ? 

(d) Are you in favour of introducing a qualffieation based on educa* 
tion, independently of property ? If so, what educational qualification 
would you suggest 9 

(e) Are you in favour of retaining the existing military service 
qualification and extending it so as to include service in the Auxiliary 
and Territorial Porees f 


3. Women’s Suffrage. 

(a) At present women are admitted to the suffrage on the same 
terms as * men, but as the existing qualifications are mainly based on. 
property and the payment of taxes, the number of women on the pro- 
vincial electoral rolls is only a little oVer a quarter of a million as com- 
pared with 6i million men. The Statutory Commission proposed that 
the wives and widows (if over 25 years of age) of men entitled to vote 
under the property qualification, should be enfranchised, and that in addi- 
tion an educational qualification should apply to women over 21 as well 
as to men.. In the Franchise- Sub-Committ^ of the Round Table Con- 
ference it was suggested that the age-limit should be 21 for women as 
well as for men. 

Are you in favour of increasing the women’s electorate in the ways 
suggested or would you prefer any other method ? If so, what method T 
To what extent would you favour an increase in women’s electorate ? 

(b) In the event of a system of group representation being estab- 
lished as proposed in paragraph 1 (f), do you consider that women should 
be formed into groups, and, if, so, should separate groups be formed 
for women or should groups contain both men and' women 9 

(c) The su^estiOB has been made that at any rate as a temporary 

measure the legislature should co-opt women members to an extent not 
exceeding 6 per ednt. by a system of proportional representation so as ten 
ensure some representation of women in the legislature. What are youx 
views on this su^estion f ^ 

4. Representation of the Depressed Classes. 

It is evident from the discussions which have oecurred* in» various 
connections in the Round Table Conference, that it is generally felt that 
provision should be made in the now constitution for better representa-t 
tion of the depressed classes, and that the method* of representation by 
nomination is no longer regarded as appropriate. 

What communities would you include as belonging to depressed 
classes t Would you include classes other than untouchables, and if so 
which ? 
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Do you consider that the depressed classes are likely, through such 
general extension of the frauchise as you favour, to secure representa- 
tives of their o^vn choice in the general electorates, and if so, to vrhat 
extent 1 If your answer is in the negative, what specific pi-oposals would 
you make to secure their representation in the legislatures ? The 
possible application of the group system of representation to the depress- 
ed classes should be specially considered. 

5. Eepresentation of Labour. 

Assuming that such widening of the basis^ of suffrage in general 
constituencies as is found practicable does not provide adequate repre- 
sentation of labour what special measures would you recommend for 
representation of labour (a) where it is or can be organized as in indus- 
tiial areas, (b) where it is unorganized as in the case of agricultural and 
planation labour. On what basis would you allot representation to 
labour in each case f 

5(a). Representation of Special Interestff, 

TThat are yonr views as to the retention of the representation of 
special interests (Universities, Commerce, European and Indian, Minings 
Planting, Labour, Landholders, etc.) in the legislatures? If you favour 
ihs retention do you consider that the existing methods of election thereto 
are satisfactory ? If not, what suggestions would you make- ? 

IL— THE FEDERAL LIMHSLATUKB. 

6. Allocation of seats to British Indian. Provinces. 


In the third report of the Federal Structure Committee the follow- 
ing allocation of seats to provinces of British India in the two chambers 
of the Federal Legislature was tentatively suggested : — 


Hames of provinces. 



Upper 
, Chamber. 

Lower 

Chamber* 

jladrafl •• •• •• 



17 

32 

Bombay 


• • 

17 

26 

Bengal 

* 


17 

32 

United Provinces 

• *■ 


17 

, 32 

Punjab 


» » 

17 

26 

Bihar and Orissa 

» a 


17 

26 

Central Provinces (if Berar is mduded) 

» • 


7 

12 

Assam .. .. •• 

• • 

• % 

5 

7 

N,-W.F. P. 

• « 

• • 

2 

3 

Delhi •• »• •• 

• • 

• * 

1 

1 

Ajmer-Merwara 



1 

1 

CSoorg * * • » • • 


• 

, 1 

1 

Bntisii Baluchisiaii 

1 


* a 

1 

1 

« 
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As a -working hypothesis for the purpose of arithmetical calculation 
at the present stage it may be astiUmed that the Federal Legislature will 
be approximately of the size indicated in the report of the Federal 
Structure Committee. 

(a) The Federal Structure Committee proposed that the* representatives 
of British Indian Provinces in the Upper Chamber should be elected by 
the Provincial Legislatures by a single transferable vote. Do you agree 
with this proposal or have you any alternative to suggest 1 

(b) Do yon consider that tlic fianehise qualifications ought to be 
different for the Federal and Provincial Legislatures 1 Tf so, what do you. 
consider it ought to be in the ease of the Federal Legislature ? 

(c) The majority of members of the Federal Structure Committee 
considered that election to the Lower Chamber of the Federal Legislature 
should be by territorial constituencies consisting of qualified votere who 
w'ould cast their vote directly for the candidates of their choice. Under 
a scheme of this nature there would be more than a million inliabitants on* 
an average in each constituency. The constituencies w’ould in some eases^ 
be of enormous size, especially if eomniUHal electorates were introduced. 
In view of the- obvious difficulties which must confront a candidate in can- 
vassing and maintaining contact with such large constituencies the Committee 
recommended that the alteniatives of diiect and indirect elections should be 
fully explored and suggested that ivhile it might be possible without difficulty 
to adopt direct election in certain areas some form of indirect election might 
prove desirable in rural areas. 

The Franchise Committee would he glad to have your view's on this 
difficult question. In the event of your favouring some system of direct 
election it would he very- useful if you ivould indicate the nature of the 
constituency that you -vvouTcl form having regard' to the nunrber of seats 
which you* consider ought to Be allotted' to your province. 

7. Kepresentation of Women. Labour and Depressed Classes. 

Please add any further suggestions w’hich you desire to make regarding 
the representation of women, labour and the depressed classes and otheir 
interests af present specially representeiT m the* Federal' Legislature., 

8; General. 

It will he of great assistance to the Franchise Committee if you will 
favour them with any observations on the working of the existing franchise 
and electoral" rules -which -will throw light on the problems now under con- 
sideration. ^ The Committee -will of course require information later on many 
other questions but it is not necessary to deal’ at present with matters- outside* 
the scope of this questionnaire. 

It is not the^ function of the Franchise Committee to consider the- 
maintenance, modification or abolition of the existing system of separate 
communal electorates, though it is clear* that this question must be decided 
before a final scheme can be drawn up for the composition of the various 
legislatures and the arrangement of the constituencies upon which they are" 
to be based. His Majesty’s Government Have instructfed the Fb^neBiser 
Committee to proceed", in so far as they may -fizid’ that the ahsenee of acr 
assumption may preclude them from arrivnag ai ‘^ndfosioits, on the 
tion that separate comm-unar electorates wiH contSime to form a, 
the new constitution. It Is hoped, however, ^at it wiH' be ^er 

answers to the questions asked In. papery without 
cussion of the eommunal probleffL 
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APPED^DIX iru 


Points for Local Governments. 

(1) The Franchise Committee are anxious to save local Govern-^ 
ments unnecessary labour as far as possible. A great deal of informa- 
tion which will be of great value in connection^ with their inquines 
must already be available in reports on the working of the present cou- 
stautioa prepared for the Statutory Commission or for other purposes.. 
In dealing with the questions now raised it will suffice to refer to such 
reports or to send copies corrected* up to date where such a course is 
found convenient. 

(2) The Franchise Committee desire, if possible^ during Iheir visit 
to each provincial headquarters, to sjiend a day or part of a day in a 
conveniently situated village, where they would meet typical bodies 
of Villagers and discuss with them questions arising out of this inquiry.. 
The Committee would like to have an opportunity of talking to a group 
of existing voters, a group of those wlio would become entitled to a vote* 
if the franchise were extended in the manner considered possible by the* 
local Government, and a group of those to whom the vote could not be* 
granted within the limits of any practicable system of franchise. I» 
the last case, the Committee would like to consider, on the spot, the 
possibility of adopting some system of group representation. The Com- 
mittee would be grateful if one or two officers could be deputed to 
aecomnany them as interpreters, who are well acquainted witlL thft 
village selected for a visit or with village life in general.. 
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APPENDIX IV. 


list of witnesses oxamDied orally In public session by the Indian Franchise Committee^ 
Delhi, February 4, 1932. 

1. Mr. A. G. Clow> C.I.E., I.C-S.* Joint Secretary, Government of India,. 

MJL.A. Department of Imitistries and La- 

bour. 


Bihar and Orissa witnesses. 


Patna, February 71, 1932. 

2. Mr. M. G. HaHett, C J.E., I.C.S. . . Chief Secretary to the Govenanent of 

Bihar and Orissa. 

3. Mr. W. B. Brett, I.C.S. . . . . Pmance Secretary to the Government 

of Bihar and Orissa. 

4. Mr. E. R. J. R. Cousins, I.CJ5. - . ' CoHector of Patna. 

5. Miss Das . . . . . . Bihar and Orissa CooncO of Women. 

6. Mrs, Kamal Kamini Prasad. 

7. Ram Sarat Kumari .. .. (Examined in Purdaih^ 

8. Mr. A. E. D’Silva, MX.C. . . Anglo-Indian. 

9. Raja Bahadur Harihar Prasad! 

Narayan Singh, M.L.G. tBihar Landholders^ Association. 

10. Babu Visbundeo Narayan Singh, 

M.L.a 

11. Rev. JoelLakra 

12. Mr. Sangram Hembrome, MX.C. 

13. Mr. Garhett Captain Manki, 

M.L.C. 

14. Mr. Hassan Jan, MX.C, .. Muslim League. 

15. Khan Bahadur Saiyid Muhammad President, Mohammedan Association. 

Hussain, M.L.C. 

February 12, 1932. 



16. Kumar Ganganand Sinha 

17. Mr. R. K. Mukharji 

18. Mr. Biswanath Sahay . 

19. Babu Ram Narayan 

20. Babu Sridhar Samal 

21. Babu Ram Prasad 

22. Mr. K. N. Bhattaoharjee 

23. Mr, E. Danby . . 


1 


1 


Bihar Provincial 


Hmdh Sabha. 


j- Depressed Classes. 
Dusadh Community. 


Labour. 

Bihar Planters. 


February 13, 1932. 

24. Mr. Sachchidanandft Sinha, Esr-Membesr <rf lxeca«ye Coniudh 

M.L.C. Bihar and Orissa. 

25. Mr^ Ramlal Sinha • • . . ! 

. }■ Bengalee Settiera^ Association. 

26. Rai Sahib Mehemath Roy ..J 


Bengal witnesses. 

Calcutta, February 26, 1932, 

27. Mr. H.R. Wilkinson, CJ.E„LC.S. Education Secretary to the Govern- 

ment of Bengal. 

28. Mr. A. S. Larkin, I.C.S District Magistrate, Hooghly. 

29. Babu Hriday Ranjen Sen .. Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Ced- 

leotor, 24-ParganM« 
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Bengal witnesses— 


30. Babn KaraEObaranGangulee 

3 1 . Babu SudbansTr Mbbaa Mtrkar jee 

32. Mr. B. K Gilchrist, I.E.S. 


Burma 


Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Col- 
lector, 24-Pargaiias. 

Circle OJBScer, 24-Parganas. 

Labour Commissioner and Deputy 
Secretary, Commerce Department, 
Government of BengaL 

33. Mr. Bhagirath Chandra Dass, 

B.L. 

34. Bai Saheb Panchanan 

M.L.a jr 

35. Mr. E. 0. Benthall, M.L.C. . . Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 

36. Mr.. W. H. Thompson . . . * 

^European. Association,. Calcutta.^ 

37. Mir. H. Carey Morgan . . J 

F^mrtf IT, 1932. 

38. Maulvi Latafat Hossain, M.L.G. . 

,30.. Mx. Sing^wat P. Sha,. Secretary, 

Labour Union, Kankinara. 

40. Mr. P. Gupta, Geno’al Secretary, 

Workers’ Union, Kanchrapara, ^Labour^. 

24-Parganas. 

4U Mr. Aftab Ali, (teamen’s) Union . . 

42. Mr. Satish Chandra Sen, Secretary, 

Press Employees’ Association, 

Calcutta. 

43. Mr^Rasik Lai Biswas- .. .."All-Bengal Namasudra Associh.tioii.- 


44. Bai Sahib Bebati Mohan Sarkar,*^ 

. M.L.O. 

45. Mr. Amulyadban Boy, M.L.C. 

46. Mr. Lalit Kumar Bai, MLIvC. 

47. Mr. Sarat Chandra Bai, M.L.C. . . 

48. Mr. Jyotish Chander Bhose 

49. The Hon’ble Raja Bijoy Singh 

Dudhoria of Azimganj. 

50. Tb& Hon’ble Lieut. S.. C.. Ghosei 

Maulick. 

51- Mr. Amulyadhone Addy 
62. Kumar Swrendfca Nath Law, M.L.U 

53. Mr. Probhanath Singh Roy 

54. Mr. Profuila Nath Tagore 

55. Kumar Kartick Charan Mullick 

56. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzza- District Boards Faridpur. 

man Chaudhuri, B.A., M.L.C. 

57. Mr. A. F. Nurun Nabi, B X. 

58. Babu Jitendra Lai Banerji, M.L.C 


^-Representatives of the Depressed! 
Classes in the Bengal Legislative 
Council. 


VBritish. Indian .Assooiationi 


69. Mr. S. C. Mukerjee, M.A-, B.L. 

60. Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

M.L.C. 

61. Dr. Badha Kumud Mookeiji, M.A., 

P.R.S.,Ph.D. 


Bengal Hindu Fmncbise^ Advisory- 
.Board. 

Indian Christian Association. 


Pix)fessor of Indian History, Univer- 
sity of Lucknow. 


Fdymary 18^ 19B2. 

62. Dr. H. W. B. Moreno . ♦ 

63. Mrs.K. C.De,M.B.E. 

64. Mrs. Kumudini Basu, B.A.. 

65. Miss Manoram4 Bose. 


* ^ Anglo-Indian League- 
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Bengal witnesses — concld. 

66. Rai Baliadtir Ram Deo Chokhany 

67. Mr.BaijnathBajoria .. . . 1 Marwari AssociatioB- 

68. Babu Gadadhar Bagaria .. ( 

69. Mr. Jatindranath Banerjee . . J 

70. Rai S. C. Mukerjee Bahadur, M.L.C. Ex-Chairman, District Board, Hooghly. 

71. Sir W. L. Travers, Kt„ C.LE., 

O.B.E.,M.L.C. 

72. Rai A. C. Banerjee Bahadur . • Chairman, Birbhum District Board. 

73. Maulvi Nnr Ahmed .. .. Chairman, Chittagong Municipality. 

74. Mr. J. Ahmed . . . . . . Chairman, District !l^ard, Chittagong. 

75. Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali, M.L.C. Chairman, District Board, Jessore. 


Assam witnesses. 

February 23, 1932. 

76. Mr. J. A. Dawson, C.LE., LC.S. .. Special Officer, Reforms, Government 

of Assam. 

77. Mr. K. Cantlie, I.C.S. . . . . Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar. 

78. Mr. C. S. Mullan, I.C.S. . . . . Superintendent of Census, Assam. 

79. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull . . . . Representative of the Assam Branch 

of the Indian Tea Association. 

80. Mr. Sonadhar Das Senapati .. Depressed Classes. 

81 . Maulvi Mohammad Abdullah . . Assam Provincial Muslim League. 

82. Rai Bahadur Satish Chandra Dutta Government Pleader, Sylhet. 

83. Rai Sahib Gopika BaUav Goswami Assam Provincial Hindu Sabha. 

84. Kumar Pramathesh Chandra Barua Goalpara Zamindars’ Association. 

85. Mr. L. A. Roflfey . . . . Assam Branch of the European Asso- 

ciation. 

February 24, 1932. 

86. Mrs. A. Rahman. 

Madras witnesses. 

Madras, Fd>ruary 29, 1932. 

87. Sir Bernard Bourdillon, K.B.E., Chief Secretary to the Government of 

C.M.G. Ceylon. 

88. Mr. H. P. Kaufmann . • . , ^ Ceylon Civil Service. 

89. Mr. C. P. Brackenbury, I.C.S. . . Collector, Chittoor. 

90. Mr. T. G. Rutherford, C.LE., LC.S. Additional Secretary to the Govern- 

ment of Madras. 

91. Mr. A, R. C. Westlake, I.C.S. . . Collector and Disiarict Magistrate, 

Arcot (South). 

92. Rai Bahadur K. Gopalaswami, Inspector-General d Panchayats. 

Ayyangar, B.A., B.L. 

93. Mr. J. Sivashanmugam Pillai • . Chingleput District Xtabour Guild and 

All-India Adi Dravida Mahajana 
Sabha. 

March 1, 1932. 


94. Mr. F. E. James, M.L.A. 

95. Mr. W. O. Wright 

96. Mr. K. Kaye . . 

97. Mr. F. Birley (Chairman) 

98. Mr. H.M. JaganBatham,M.L.C. .. 

99. Mr. A. Rebeiro. . .. •. 

100. Rao Bahadur S. V. Karasimha Bao 


The United Planters’ Association. 

The European Association. 

^Madras Chamber of Commerce. 

All-India Arundhateeya Central 
Sabha. _ 

Anglo-Indian and Domimlea Buio- 
pean Association. 

Pleader, Kumool. 


101. Mr. Geoi;^ Josejdi 

102. The Kumara Rajah of Ven- 

katagiri. 

103. Mr. B. Ramakrishna Bao 


. . ’ Indian Christian. 



The Madras ' '' Asao- 

ciation. 
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Madras witnesses— 


Marchs, 1932. 

104. Mr. K. R. Avadhsmi, BA.., B JL. . . The South Indian Railway Emproyees** 

Association. 

105. Biwan Bahadur M* Ramachandra 

Eao. 

106. Mr. K. Kjishnan, B.A., BX. . . Srignanodava Yogam. 

107. Mr. V. Subbuseshan, M. A. 

108. Mr. A. Rangaswami Ayyaor, B.A.,. Madura-Ranmad Agricultural Asso- 

B.L. ciation. 

March 3, ms. 

109. Mr. C. A. Sottter> I.C.S. . . . * Commissioner of Labour, Madras. 

110- Mrs. K. Alamelumangathaya- 

ramma^MX.C. 

111. Mrs. iTidmni Balasubrabinan- 

yam. 

112. Miss. NallamuthuAmmal Indian Women’s Conferenco. 

113. Mrs-Hensman. 

114. Mrs. M. Lakshmi Ammal .."I 

y Women’s Graduates’ Union. 




115. Miss L.Bevasahayam .. ..J 

116. Mr. M. S. Sreshta, MX.C. . . ! 

117. Workmen from the Buckingham" 

and Carnatic Mills (Spokesman 
— ^Mr. Y. Natesa Chettiar). 


Indian Christian (Catholics). 


118. Workmen on the M. and S* M. 

Railway (Spokesman — Mr. 

Kuppuswami). 

119. Rahinat Unissa Begum .* 


Labour. 


120. Nazir Hussain B^um ** 
March 4, J93S. 

121. Khan Bahadur P. KhalifuUa.. 

122. Mr. M- S- Kotiswaran . . 


. T Madras Presidency Muslim Ladies* 
> Association. (JSaximmed in pur^- 
. j dcih.^' 


123. Mr. BsmielThcHnas, M.L.C. 

Bombay, March 7, 193S. 

124. Mr. R. G. Gordon, I.C.S. 

125. Mr. H. P. Kn%ht, I.C.S. 

126. Mr. P. M. Bhagwat 


... Madras Pbrt Trust Workers* Union, 
Western India Match Factory 
Workers* Union and Telephone- 
Workers’ Union. 

. * Indian Christian. 

Bombay witnesses. 

.. Collector, Magistrate* and Political 
Agent,. Surgana, NasBr. 

^ . District Magistrate, Sholapur. 


127. Mr.Lalit J 

jMurcft 1932. 

128. Mr. C. W, A. Turner, CJ.E., 

I.C.S. 

129. Mr.Miran Mohammed Shah,! 

M-L.C. 


Deccan Merchants* Association.. 


Refopis Office; Bombay.. 


130. Mr. J. S. Kadri, MX-C. , . 


. yCcmiw^MuslmPart^^ 


131. Mr. Hussain Ali RahkntuHah, 
MX.C. 
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Bombay witnesses — contd, 

132. Mr. J. B. Petit 


133^ Mr. Br. S. Nikaljay 

134. Dr^ P-. G* Solanki, M.L.Cv 

135. Mr. Balu Babaji Palwankar 
March 9^ 1932 — 


Bombay Millowners’ Association. 
Depressed Class Indian Associa- 
tion. 

Bhaiskrit, Hitkami Sabha and Gnjerat 
Depressed Classes Association. 
Chambhar Community^ 


136. Syed Munawar. . National Seamen’s Union. 

137. Mr. J> F. GenningSj Bar.-at-Law v . Director of Information and Labour 

Intelligence. 

133. Mr. S. H. Prater> M.L.Ck . . Anglo-Indian and Domiciled Euro- 

pean Association. 

139. Mr. V. N. Mutalik . . . . ^ 

14i>. Mr. Desai . . . . , . 1 Sardars and Inamdars Central As- 

141. Sardar Bhasaheb, M.L.C., Thakore j sociation. 

of Kerwada. J 

142. Rev. R. Sv Modak, M*L>C* * . Poona Indian Christian Ajssocia- 

tion. 

143. Dr. L A. D’Souza> M^L.G w » The Catholic Gymkhana. 

144. Raja Bahadur Govindlal Shivlal Bombay Presidency Hindu Sabha, 

Motiial. 

145. Mrw Gk K. Devadhar, C.I.E^ , >. Servants of India Society, 

146. Mr. B. V. Jadhav^ M.L.Av . 

147. Rao Sahib R. V* Vandekar, ^ Mahratta Educational Conference* 

M.L.C. 

March 10, 1932* 

148. Mrs. J. R% Doctor 

149. Miss G. J. Bahadurji, M.i 

150. Mrs. Hamid Ali 

151. Dr. (Mrs.) Sukthankar . 

152. Mr. H. K. Kirpalani, I.C.l 

March lU 1932. 

153. Mr. G. L. Winterbotham, 

154. Mr. C. P. Bramble 

155. Mr. J. D. Boyle 

156. Mr. R. C. Thomas * 

157. Mr. H. L. Chablani, M. A 


% ** Bombay Presidency Women^i 

Council. 

L. • * Women’s Indian Association. 

^All-India Womeu’s Conference. 

S% . . Municipal Commissioner* Bombay 
. City^ 

M. L.A. Chamber of Commerce. 

« vEuropean Association. 

. . Professor, Delhi University. 


Witnesses from the Central Ptoyinces. 

March 14, 1932. 

158. Mr^ E. Gordon, C.I.E., I.C.S. . • Commissioner, Chhattisgarh IMvision- 

159. Mr. C. M. Trivedi, O.B.E., I.C.S. . . Deputy Commissioner, Buldana. 

160. Mr. C. J. W. Lillie, I.C.S. . . Officer on Special Duty, Reforms. 

161. Mr. W. H. Shoobert, I.C.S. . . Census Superintendent, Central Pro* 

vinces. 

162. Rai Bahadur K. S. 3Srayudu/M.L.C. Non-Bmhmin. 

March id, 1932* 

163. r Mr. S. M. Rahman, M.L.C. • . * Berar 

164: lyEr.M.lT.BhUreef, Barl-at-Lavr, Central Muadma Community, Nagpur. 
M.L.C. 

165. Sir M. V. Joshi, N.C.LE. .. Ex-member of Executive CotmeiL 

166. Rao Bahadur N.K.Kelkar,M.LrG. President, Co-operative Bank, Bala* 

ghat, Berar* 

167. Mr, B. G, Kkaparde, 3^L.a 



254 


AFFSNDIX m. 


Witiibss^ from the Central Provinces— 


168. Mr.B.M.Deshmukh. 

169. Mr. B. Gr. KLane 

170. Mr. C.D. Madura 
17 L Mr. O. M. Thairare 

172. Mrs. S. B. Tambe, M.L,C. 

173. Mr. B. W. Fulay, M.L.a 



Indian Christiand. 

All-India Depressed Classes Asso^ 
ciation, Nagpur. 

Member, Provinoial Franchise Com* 
mittee. 

Labour. 


March IS, 1932, 

174. Maulana Shaukat Ali . * . . Central Elhilafat Comzuittee. 

Witnesses from the United Provinces, 
luchnow, March 19, 1932. 


175. Nawabzada Liaqat Ali Khan, 

M.IkO. 

176. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muham- 

mad Fazl-ur-Kahman KFan, 
M.L.C. 

177. Mr. J. H. Darwin, I.C.S. 

178. Mr. Panna Kal, I.C.S. . ^ 

179. Dr. S. S. Nehru, I.C,S. . . 

180. Mr. Iskrat Hussain 

181. Mr. Sheokarau Nath Misra 

182. Mrs. Menoa . % . « « 

183. Begum Habibullah 

184. Miss Vincent .* 

185. Mib. Shnkla .. 

186- Mrs. J. Gupta . . . * 

187. Mr. B. NT. Sharga 

March 20, m2. 

188. Mr. T. Gavin Jones, M.L. A. 

189. Mr. J. G. Ryan, V.D. .. 

190. Rax Sahib M. Das 

191. The Hon’ble Baja Sir Bampal 

Singh* 

192. Major D.R.Ranjit Singh 

193. Lala Mari Raj Saroop, M.L^A. 

194. Mr-P.N.Sapra 

195. Mr. RamDas Jiwit 

196. Mr. Ganri Shankar Pal . . 

March 21, 1932. 

197. Mr. Baldew Prasad Jeaswar 

198. Mr. 0. M. Ohiene »« »« 


VMusIim Members of Legislative Coun* 
I cil. 

Collector, Agra. 

Collector^ Budaun* 

Reforms Officer, United Provinces 
Government. 

Deputy Collector, Saharanpur. 
Deputy Collector, Fyzabad. 


> All-India Women’s Conference* 


Lucknow Women^s Association. 

The United Provinces Dharma Bak-^ 
shani Sabha. 

European Association, Cawnpore^ 

Upper India Chamber of Commerce* 
Cawnpore. 

The B. & N* W* Bailwaymen’s Asso- 
ciation. 

The British Indian Association of 
Oudh. 

Agra Province Zamindars’ Association, 
Allahabad. 

The United Provinces Zamindars’ Asso- 
ciation, Allahabad. 

The United Provinces Liberal Associa- 
tion, Allahabad. 

The DaHt Jat Sudharak Sabha. 

The Unifed Provinces Hindu Back- 
ward Classes’ LeaguA 

The United Provinces Adi-Hindu De 
pressed Classes’ Association. 

Anglq-Indiain „ Association^ Allah- 
abad* 
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Delhi Municipal Committee. 


All-India Women’s Conference. 
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Witnesses from the United Provinces— conic?. 

199. Mr. S. R. Sharma. 

*200. Khan Bahadur Masudul Hassan, Judicial Minister, Rampur State. 
Bar,-at-Law. 

201. Rai Bahadur Babu Vikrama Jitl ^ 

gingh. LThe United Provmces Chamber of 

202. Mr. B. N. Chop*a, , . , , J Commerce. 

203. Mr. J . L. Sathe, l.C.S. . . . . Director of Industries^ United Pro- 

vinces. 

Witnesses at Delhi. 

Delhi, March 23, 1932. 

204. Mr. G. Mackwofth Ytoung, C.LE., Secretary to the Gk>vermnent erf 

I.C.S. India> Army Department. 

205. Dr*. J. H. Hutton, D.Sc., DC.S. . . Census Commissioner for India. 

206. Mr. N. M. Joshi, M.L.A. 

207. Rev. J. C. Chatterjee 

208. Lala Shri Ram. . 

209. Rai Bahadur Sohan Lai 

210. Hajl Rashid Ahmad 

211. Khan Sahib S. M. Abdullah 
'212. Mrs. Rustomji FaridoOnJi 

March 30, M2. 

213. Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah, M.L.A.") 

214. Mr. G. A. Gavai, M.L.C. 

216. Rao Sahib L. C. Guruswami 

216. Mr. Bohre Khem Chand, President, 

All-India Sbri Jatava Maha- 
sabha, Agra. 

217. Mr. J. Mandal, M.A., B.L., Presi- 

dent, Bengal Board Namasudra 
Franchise. 

218. Mr. S. G, Naik, M.L.C. 

219. Mr. S. U, Kotangle . . 

220. Mr. P. N. Rajabhaj, President, 

Provincial All-Inia Depressed 
Classes Association, Poona. 

221. Mr.. H> J. Khandekar, General 

Secretary, Central Provinces 
Mahar Youth League. 

222. Mr. Virratna Devi Das, Secretary, 

All-India JatiiSudharMahasabha* 

223. Mr^Janki Das, Vice-President 

224. Dr. RamPrashad ♦ 

225. Mr, Ishar Das 

226. Mr. K. S. Kane 

227. Mirza Ejaz Husain 

228. Lt.-CoL Sir Henry Gidney, Kt,, ' 

M.L.A. 

229. Mr. 0. H. F. Pereira 

230. Raja Sir Vasudeva Rajah of 

Kollengode, Kt,, C.I.E., 

M.L.A. 

231. Sirdar Sohan Singh, M.L. A, •. 

232* Mr. K> P. Thamban, M.L.A. • • 

233. Sardar G. N. Majumdar, M.L.A. . . 

234. Nawab Naharsing Iswar ^ Singh, 

M.L.A. 

235. Mr. Bhupat Singh, M.L.A. 


All-India 
► tion. 


Depressed Classes' Associa- 


AU-India Muslim League. 

Anglo-Indian and Domiciled Euro- 
* pean Association, AU-India and 
Burma. 


Landholders and Zamindars groi^ 
■ of the Legii^atiye Assembly, 





"Witnesses at 

23d. Mr. B. K, Lahiri Chaudliuiy, 1 

M,L.A. Landholdeis and Zamindar^s grotip 

237. Kiinwar Raghubir Singh, f of the L^isiative Assembly. 

M,L.A. J 

238. Swami Acchutanand .. All-India Depressed Classes Asso" 

239. Mr. Boldeo Prasad Jaiswar . . j ciatiou. 

240* The Hon’ble Sir David Deva-1 

doss. >Indian Christians> 


241 . Dr. F. X, DeSonza, M.L.A. . . J 

242. Dr. Zia-ud-Din, Ahmed, C.LE., Secre 

M.L.A. Cei 

243. Bai Saheb Onkar Prasad 

244. Bao Bahadur Panna Lail . . Ali-Ii 

245. Lala Ghiranji Lai . . . . J 

Witnesses. 

Lahore, Mtavk 3j?, I9S2- 

246. Mr. E. M. Jenldne, LC.S. . . Depu 

247. Mr. J. E. Keough, P.C.S. .. Depu 

24S. Xhan Sahib Sheik FazI Elahi, Joint 

P.C.S. me] 


■ Deva-1 

> Indian Ohristians> 

-J 

C.LE., Secretary, Muslim Group of the 
Central Legislature. 

•0 

.. > All-India Cantonments’ Association* 

..J 


April 

249. Lais Bam Dass, B.A., B.T. 

{Secretary). 

250. Swami Shudra Nath 

261. Pandit Guru Dutt 

252. Lala Boshan Lai (President) 

253. Pandit Gian Ghand (Secretary) . . , 

254. Mr* Mangu Ram (I^esident) 

255. Mr. Hazara Bam (General 

Secretary). 

250. Mr. Hans Baj 

257. Pandit Hari Bam (Vice-Preadent> 

Ad-Dharam Mandal, Jullundur). 

258. Mr. Sant Bam Azad 

259. Mr. Ram Ghand, Editor of the 

Adi-DinkOy Jullundur City. 

260. Mr. Harditta Mall, President, 

Mazbt of District Ferozepur. 

261. Bhagat Gulaba Mall 

262. Mr. Boshan Lai Balmeki 

263. Mr. Shriman Bihari Lai 
!^4. Besi Bam IChalsa Bros. 

265. S. Bam Singh Kabir Panthi 

266 . Mahatma Maya Singh Hhalsa Bios. 

267. Mr. Shulla 

268. Mr.ChamanRamBawdassia 

269. Mr. Kharku Mai . . » ^ . 

270. Mr. Uttam Ghand 

271. Mr. Hardiyal .. 

272. Mr. M% A. Ghani, M.L.C. 

273. Ihr.NattdSing^ (President) 

274. Professor JodhS^h,M. A. 

275. Sardar Sampuran Singh, M.L.C. .* 

276. Sardar Hamam Singh .. 

277. Sardar Shiv Dev Singh . . 

278. Sardar JawahirSii^h,MX.C. . .j, 


Deputy Commissioner, Amritsar. 
Deputy Commissioner, Lyallpur. 

Joint Secretary to the Govem** 
ment of the Punjab (Transferred 
Department). 


Dayanand Dalit Uddhar Mandal 
^ (Punjab), HoshiarpUTv 

> Dayanand Dalit Oddhar Sabha. 


»Ad-Dham McmdaL 


Labour. 

Bamgarhia Cimtral Federaticn* 
Sikh Community^ 
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Punjab Witnesses — contd, 

. . . . Registrar of Trade Unions. 

, . • . Inspector of Factories. 

. • Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European 
Association, Punjab. 


279. Mr. Ram Lai . . 

280. Mr. W. H. Abel 
AptU 1932* 

281. Dr. (Mrs.) Shave 


The Punjab Indian Christian Con- 
ference and the All-India Conference 
of Indian Christians. 


AH-India Women’s Conference, 


282. Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram . . 

283. Mr. K. L. Rallia Ram .. 

284. Mr. F. D. Warris 

285. Rev- K* N. Dina Nath . . 

286. Mr. J. C. Ghosh 

287. Raj EumariAmritKaur 

288. Rani Lakshmibai Rajwade 

289. Mrs. Miles Irving 

290. Lady Abdul Qadir 

291. Mrs. BholaNath .. 

292. Khan Bahadur Nawab Mohammad Baluchi Xumandars. 

Jamal Khan. 

293. Mr. L. R. Sahni . . . . Northern India Chamber of Com’ 

merce. 

294. Mr. W. R. Taylor . . 

^Punjab Chamber of Commerce. 

295. Rai Bahadur P. Mukerjee, M.L.C. J 


\ Indian Chamber of Commerce (Desi 
j Beopar Mandal). 

Chairman, High Court Association, 
Lahore. 

Punjab Zamindars’ Association. 


} Muslim Representatives in the L^is- 
lative Council. 

Member, Provincial Franchise Com- 
mittee. 

North-West Frontier Province. 


Reforms Ofaoer, North-West ‘Trontier 
Province. 


296. Mr. P. S. Sodhbans 

297. Lala Harkishen Lai 

298. Lala Jagan Nath Agarwal, M.A., 

LL. B., M.L.A,, Advocate. 

299. Major D. Vanrenen 
April 5, 1932. 

300. Mushtawi Ahmed, M.L.C. 

• 301. Syed Mubarak All Shah, M.L.C. 

302. Khan Bahadur Mian Ahmed Yar 

Tdiftn Daultana, M.L.C. 

303. Pandit Nanak Chand, M.L.C. 

Witness from the 
Peshcmar^ April 6, 1932. 

304. E-Lfl-Ti Bahadur Nawab Muzaffax 

Khan, C.I.B. 

305. Mrs. Kamal-ud-din 

306. Qazi Mohammad Sahafiq 

307. Sardar Narinjan Singh Bedi 

398. Mr. Mohammad Sarwar Khan Tar- 
khaeli. 

309. Nawab Hafiz Saifullah Khan 
April 7, 1932. 

310t. Mr. O. K. Caroe, C.I.E., LC.S. 
31L MT.L.W.H. D. Best, O.BJB., 
M.C., I.O.S. 


Vakil, Charsadda. 

President, Sikh Sudhar Committee, 
Peshawar. , 

Editor-in-Oaief, Naujfiwan- Afghan* 

Pr^ident, Muslim Representative 
Ckammittee, Dera Ismail Khan. 

Deputy Commissions, PeShawsa*:^^ 
Deputy Commissioner, Kx^bat. 
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Polling Metliods. 

Tlie present system. — As a result of our enquiries we satisfied 
that many of the polling arrangements in use in various provinces in 
British India are unduly elaborate and overcautious. There is no uni- 
formity in polling arrangements and technique and there is a good deal 
of wastage of polling capacity. There is no uniform basis for the quali- 
fications and grades of oificers who are considered competent and who 
may be made available as presiding and polling officers. One of the pro- 
vinces mans a polling station with one presiding officer and one clerk 
while another province finds it neeessarj^ to employ one presiding officer 
and four or more clerks to poll the same number or even less. One pro- 
vince fixes the polling capacity at one station at less than 300 elec- 
tors while others place it at a thousand or even more. In one province 
there is no secrecy of the ballot under the i^resent system even in the case 
of literate voters, and in another the practice is that the presiding officer 
marks the ballot paper of illiterate voters in the presence of the candi- 
dates or their polling agents, who can hear the voter’s request and watch 
the actual marking of the ballot paper ; another province insists that the 
marking should be done in the presence of the presiding officer alone. 
One province takes the thumb impression or signature of every voter on 
the Counterfoil of the ballot papers while other provinces observe less 
fomial modes of identification. The form of the ballot paper, the mode 
of its issue and the preliminaries thereto differ widely from province 
to province. One province uses the coloured box system which renders 
it unnecessary for any cross or mark to be made on the ballot paper. 
Another requires a cross to be made on a ballot paper having symbols 
allotted to each candidate. In another province the ballot paper has the 
names of the candidates printed in different colours. 

Our proposals. — ^We realise the difficulty of the immediate introduc- 
tion of a universal system in a eountrj^ of the size of a continent and are 
conscious of the diversities of administrative system and organisation with 
the varying densities of population in different provinces } we also reeogT 
nise that the number of competent presiding and polling officers is not un- 
limited, But we are convinced tliat there is scope for greater uniformity 
in polling practice and that it is possible to have a simplified polling sys- 
tem in use throughout British India. We are recommending a large in- 
crease in the number of enfranchised persons and in our view this is 
the appropriate time at which to introduce modifications in the existing 
polling systems. In framing the details of our scheme we have had regard 
tm foliowing essentials : — 

(1) that the system must be simple and easily understood by the 

least educated and even by the illiterate ; 

(2) that it must be capable of speed in operation ; 

(3) that the greatest possible degree of secrecy of the ballot must 

be ensured ; 


(4) that the possibilities of personation or malpractice of any kind 

should be minimised as far as possible ; 

(5) that the system must be capable of expansion or modification 

according to local needs. 


Tte cotomed box or symbol system.— The system we recommend is 
toe coloured box or ^bol system, which is in use in Ceylon and has also 
been tned successfully in In&a. In the poUing compartenent, boxes bear- 
ing aistjrm^fave colours or symbols are placed, one box being provided tat 
candidate. colour or symbol assigned to each candidate is 

® S® place, and the voters have no 

difficulty in asceraining the colour or symbol assigned to the candidate 
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for whom they desire to vote. The voter makes no mark on his haliot 
paper, but merely drops it into the box of the candidate of his choice. 

Experience shows that the number of voters who are colour-blind and 
anable to distinguish the colours on the boxes is very small, but when 
such persons appear they must be assisted by the presiding officer to place 
their ballot papers in the proper box, just as illiterate voters are helped 
by the presiding officer to mark their ballot papers at present. Care should 
be taken to select well lighted rooms for polling purjmses. If the num- 
ber of candidates exceeds the number of easily distinguishable colours 
available, a clearly marked and distinctive symbol (e.y., a tree, an 
umbrella, a tiger, a bicycle, an elephant, etc.), may be assigned to each 
candidate. The Local Governments may, if they think it desirable, draw up 
schedules of colours and | or symbols. 

Allocation of colours or symbols. — At the time of the delivery of the 
nomination papers to the returning officer every candidate should select his 
colour or symbol or both as the case may be ; and on the day fixed for 
the scrutiny of nomination papers the returning officer should see that 
the colour or symbol or both are suitable and that they do not conflict 
with those in use by other candidates. In case they do conflict, the 
returning officer should in conformity as far as possible with the wishes 
of the candidates select and allocate the colour or] and symbol, but in any 
case his decision must be fiinal. The returning officer should see that no 
eolonr or symbol is likely to offend the religious susceptibilities of any 
community or to mislead the electorate. 

The polling station and staff. — ^Wherever possible, the polling station 
should be located in a public building, a school or similar permanent struc- 
ture. In some provinces, we found police stations being used for Ihe 
purpose, but we think that this practice should be avoided wherever pos- 
sible. In some instances it may be necessary to erect temporary structures. 
In any event the polling station should be so arranged that the voters 
on entering can conveniently approach first the table or tables at which 
sit the poll clerks and then proceed past the presiding officer and through 
the polling compartment and out of the station without interfering with 
the ingress of other voters. 

The presiding offieer^s table should be so placed that he can supervise 
the poll clerks and at the same time can keep a watch on the polling com- 
partment and see that the voters do not loiter there unnecessarily or resort 
to any malpractices. The polling compartment containing the ballot 
boxes should normally consist of a passage or corridor made by the 
erection of one or more partitions of such a width as to enable voters to 
pass through conveniently and in turn. 

Xotiees indicating the colours or symbols allotted to the various can- 
didates should be posted up prominently both outside and inside the 
station. ^ 

It will be necessary to provide the appropriate number of ballot 
boxes at each station. The colours or symbols allotted should be 
printed and pasted on the ballot boxes. 

The smallest polling unit should consist of one presiding officer and two 
clerks ; one clerk should be in ehaige of the electoral roll and the dth^r 
of the ballot papers. 

Tn our •view 1,000 registered electors may normally be allotted to 
pair of ])oII clerks. When the number of registered electors to be 
with at any one station exceeds 1,000, the electoral roll or register should 
be divided bp and an additional pair of poll clerks provided for eich smIi 
ferther iJiousand rostered electors or part thereof. If it be £oToi5^|^& 
#leTc are rri^i hours, it may be advisable to engage additional 
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tfeose periods. Where the poiling station has a laj^e number of electors 
allotted to it and hence a large number of clerks, an assistant presiding 
may be required. 

It will usually be found desirable to have two police constables or 
ehahkidars inside the polling station, one to regulate the inflow of electors 
and the other to act as a relief and under the orders of the presiding offi- 
cer to expedite and regulate the passage of electors through the a^etual 
voting compartments, 

Eeference is made in Chapter Ylll^sto the special poiling statipn 
arrangements necessary for women voters. 

Form of ballot paper. — The ballot paper should be printed with a 
counter-foil in the form set out below, with perforations between the 
^iiot paper and counter-foil to enable the former to be easily detached : — 

Form of ballot paper. 


Serial No. 

1 

{ Serial No. 

LEGISLATIVE -COUN- 

i LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTION, 

OIL ELECTION, 1933.- 

1 1903. 

CSonstitueney--— - 



1 Constituency 

Polling Station— 


Elector’s No. — - 

j 


The ballot paper should have printed on it the name of the 
province, the name of the constituency and the serial number and 
the w^ords Polling Station and Elector's All polling stations 

should have a number allotted to them w’-hich should also be printed. 

Ideiftiflcatioli. — The simplest mode of identification is to arrange 
fer the presence of the patwari or village officer or a member of the 
panchayat or union board. He should sit in close proximity to the poll 
clerks and should assist the clerk having charge of the electoral roll in 
identifying the voters, calling the attention of the clerk to any ease of 
impersonation or misrepresentation when the matter should, at once be 
referred to the presiding officer. The village officer will siso be of 
assistance to the presiding officer in dealing with a challenged vote. 
Opinions differ as to the necessity of taking the voter signature or 
thuinb impression on the counterfoil of the ballot paper, but we leave it 
to the discretion of local Gk)vernments to determine whether they think 
the practice useful, if only as a deterrent against malpractices. Special 
difficulties occur in the identification of women voters, especially where 
they observe purdah, and ordinarily it is best to place the responsibility 
for the identification on the husband, other relative, or neighbour who 
accompanies the woman to the poll and is in his or her turn capable of 
identification. 

The Poll, — The voter should fii-st approach the clerk in charge of the 
electoral roll. The clerk should ascertain the elector’s name, his or her 
fathei*’§i name and address or such other particulars as appear on the 
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roll and having cheeked these with the roll, call out the number, name and 
description of the voter as printed. The clerk will then place against the 
number of the voter in the roll a short horizontal line to denote that the 
voter has received a paper*. Xo other mark should be made in the roil. 

On the voter number being called out, the clerk in charge of the 
ballot paper will enter the number of the elector, and, where not printed, 
the istinctive letter or number of the polling station on the counterfoil of 
the ballot paper. He will then detach the ballot paper from the counter- 
foil and stamp the ballot paper with the oMciai mark (preferably from a 
percussion stamp) and deliver the ballot paper to the voter. The voter 
should then be directed to the polling compartment, showing the ofSeial 
mark on his ballot paper to tlie presiding officer. In the polling compart- 
ment there should be as many separate ballot boxes as there are candidates. 
Each box mil have the appropriate colour or symbol or both past^ there- 
on, and the voter will drop Ms ballot paper into the box of the candi- 
date for whom he desires to vote, as indicated by the colour or symbol 
or both and will forthwith quit the station. 

Polling hours. — ^We recommend that normally the polling hours should 
not be less than nine in all. 

C^eneral observations. — The advantage of the system proposed is that 
the voter need not be literate and that it is not necessary for the voter 
to mark the ballot paper. He has merely to go in and drop the ballot 
paper in the box having tlie colour or symbol allotted to the candidate of 
his choice. The presiding officer will merely be required to supervise 
the polling operations. The main part of the work including the (Kstri- 
bution of the ballot papers will be done by the clerical st^ under the 
supervision of the presiding officer and it will normally be only when a 
voter is challenged that the presiding officer will have to intervene. 
Amongst other advantages, the system we advocate should enable 
local Governments to have a wider choice of individuals from whom 
to select and appoint as presiding officers and should enable use to 
be made of a larger number of non-officials. If it is found more 
convenient the clerk in charge of the electoraj roll may note the 
voter’s number on a small slip and may hand over the slip to 
the voter and the voter shall in such a case hand the slip to 
the ballot clerk who issues the ballot paper and he will destroy it 
forthwith. II would be })ossible under this system if necessary to finish 
the elections in Muslim, Xon-Muslim, or other constituencies in the same 
area for both the provincial councils and the federal legislature on one 
and the same occasion by providing as many boxes as there are candi- 
dates, if necessary, in different compartments side by side. The chances 
of personation will also be minimised as the name and the address of the 
voter will be ascertained in the presence of village officers. It may be 
noted that in Ceylon 50,000 placards giving simple instructions to the 
public were published all over the country a month or so before the 
polling. These placards proved very useful in educating voters in the 
method of voting, the necessity for secrecy of the ballot, and the penalties 
for malpractice ai^d personation. 
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Expenditure on Elections. 

Introductory. 

1. Wiiiie considerations of expenditure cannot be the dominant factor 
in reaching a decision on the basis of the franchise, their importance is 
obvious, and we have throughout borne them in our mind in our investiga- 
tions and in making our proposals. In the case of most local Governments, 
we made specific enquiries as to the cost of elections at the present day 
and the estimated cost of elections on the basis of their own franchise 
proposals. We append a note briefly recording to the information we 
have obtained. 

Cost to Provincial Governments under the existing franchise. 

2. It was only to be expected that the first elections held under the 
reformed constitution should have been markedly costly, since they involved 
the preparation for the first time of an electoral roll which included 
almost three per cent, of the total population of British India, and ad- 
ministrative and police arrangements for the polling of an electorate of 
this size. As will be seen from the figures shown in the tabular statement 
which follows, it has been the experience of most local Governments that 
a substantial and progressive reduction in cost has taken place since 1920. 
Periodical general revisions of the electoral roll, with consequent ex- 
penditure on printing, are to some extent responsible for the fluctuations 
which may be noted in the returns of certain administrations. Printing 
however remains one of the principal items in the election budgets of 
local Governments, and the Government of the Central Provinces, which 
estimates the cost of an election on the present basis at Bs. 60,000, states 
that two-thirds of that amount is spent on printing, and that no substan- 
tial reduction in the proportion is probable under the new franchise now 
proposed,. 

Table showing cost to local Governments of elections to the provincial 
legislative cotmcUs under the es^isting franchise. 


— 

1920 

1923 

1926 i 

j 

1929-30 


Bs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Bs. 

Madras 

2,84,77 a 

81,007 

1,47,470 

l ,00,000 t 

Bombay 

6,00,000 

1.45.000 

2.38.000 

1,60,000 

1,29,000 

B^al 

3,50,000 

1,90,000 

1,78,000 

United Provinces 

Say 

Say ♦ 

Say * 

Say — 


5,50,000 

2,00,000 

4,00,000 

4,50,000 

Punjab 

4,75,000 

2,66,000 

2,58,000 

1,88,000 

Bih^ and Orissa 

1,50,000 

1,25,000 

1,14,180 

91,729 

Ceotrsl Provinces 

.. 

• • 

60,000 

Say^ 

60,000 

Assam 

* • 

• • 

41,745 

65,166 


’•‘These jSgures are not exhaustive and do not include expenditure met 
from the contingent grant of district officers on items such as the transport of 
ballot papers and ballot boxes, the construction of temporwy polling booths for 
polling stations, or the travelling allowance of the various subordinate officials 
employed in connection with elections. 

iOf which Rs. 70,000 was spetrt in the preparation of the electoral 

rolls. 
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Prol>able cost to local ClovenimeEts of an election on the basis prcpc^ed 
by the Indian Franchise Oonmiittee. 

4. It is obvious that an increase in the size of the electorate from 
an average of three per cent, to an averse of fourteen per cent, of the 
population of British India must necessarily involve a substantial increase 
in the cost of elections to the provincial Governments concerned, and we 
have given full weight to this factor m framing our final proposals. The 
fact that, for the reasons given in Chapters III and lY of our Report, 
we have decided in favour of an extension of the existing direct vote 
in preference to any system of indirect election will sensibly diminish 
expenditure, for the organisation of a group system could not but have 
been costly, police expenditure must inevitably have been much heavier 
than under the system now proposed, and the time and expense involved 
in the preparation and maintenance of a primary roll covering the whole 
adult population of British India must have been considerable. The 
system actually recommended by us will admit of being established by 
the expansion of the existing machinei-y ; the simplified election procedure 
which we recommend will S‘ adopted result in economies of some im- 
portance, and, while the first election on the new basis must inevitably, 
as in 1920, be costly, we believe that as in the case of the elections subse- 
quent to 1920, a progressive reduction in expenditure may be looked for 
in the case of subsequent elections. Certain further economies may be 
secured if action on the lines suggested in paragraph 7 below is found 
practicable })y local Governments. If it is possible that elections should be 
held on the same day, or on two days for Muslims and non-Muslims res- 
pectively, expenditure on the travelling allowance of election staff wiH, inter 
alia, be reduced. Such expenditure must of course be proportionatdy 
heavier in provinces such as Assam and the Central Provinces where dis- 
tances are greater, and the local Governments contemplate that the period 
of elections must be longer and that the staff will have to journey &oni 
one district to another. 

5, We place on record the views expressed by those local Governments 
of whom specific enquiries were made as to the probable cost of an election 
on the new basis. Their estimates are naturally approximate only, but 
they will he of assistance in forming an opinion as to the general increase 
in expenditure which may be looked for. 

The Government of the United Provinces are of opinion that a 
simplified election procedure such as we propose would be likely to produce 
a saving in certain items and an additional expenditure on others. The 
abolition of the signature slips at present used for identification purposes 
will produce a saving, while the introduction of the coloured box s^em 
will result in a certain reduction in the personnel required. On the other 
h^d a certain initial outlay on the installation of coloured boxes and 
their transport will be necessary, particularly where there are multi-member 
constituencies. 

Taking into account these and similar considerations (to which we 
have given full weight in our findl recommendations regarding the 
simplification of polling methods) the Government of the United Provinces 
estimate that the enfranchisement of 10 per cent, of the population will 
cost Rs. 10 lakhs, that of 12J per cent. Rs. 12 lakhs, and that of 15 per 
cent. Rs. 14 lakhs. Their final proposals, which we have for practie^ 
purposes accepted, eoniJemplate the enfranchisement of some 15J per centi 
of the population. 

A general estimate given to us in the Punjab was that the approxinmte 
cost of an election might be taken at Rs. 30,000 for every 100,000 voters, 
©n otir proposals, the new electorate in this province will consi^ ot 
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roiighliy 2,800,000 voters, and the cost would be approximately 
Rs* 850,000 lakhs as compared with a present cost of Rs, 188,000. 

The Government of the Central Provinces estimate tentatively that a 
general election on the basib of their final proposals would probably cost 
some Es. 350,000, of which some Rs. 300,000 would be spent on printing, 
as against a piesent cost of Rs. 60,000, of which Rs. 42,000 is in respect 
of printing and Rs. 18,000 in respect of allowances for time and travelling 
allowances of the election staff (an item which they think unlikely to rise 
in the same proportion as the cost of printing). 

6. The estimates given above, while necessarily provisional and in- 
complete, give some indication of the probable cost of our proposals. 
The general impression left is that an average of Rs. 20,000 to ^,000 per 
100,000 registered eleetom, descending, as in the United Provinces, in 
progression with the size of the electorate, might be a not unreasonable 
approximation. On this basis, assuming a total electorate of some 
36,000,000, and assuming, as may, we think, safely be done, that not more 
than two-thirds on an averse will poll in the first election under the new 
constitution, and that polling arrangements are made on this basis, the 
approximate cost to provincial Governments of a general election would 
be m the neighbourhood of Rs. 50 lakhs to Rs. 60 lakhs (say £375,000 to 
£450,000). 

7. One of the principal items of expenditure in the case of the first 
election under the new constitution will be the preparation of the electoral 
roll, and, while it may bo hoped that a progressive reductiorf in expenditure 
under this head will follow, the revision of a roll of the isize contemplated 
mast inevitably in anj circumstances be costly. We note, indeed, that the 
GoTemment of Bombay are of opinion that ^‘with the increase in the 
electorate, and the probable increase in the duration of tlie council from 
tiiree to five years, this work will become unmanageable within a 
short time, and it will become necessary to devise some machinery for 
continuously revising and raamtaining the rolls up to dlate In 
view of the relatively backward state of political development of certain 
sections of the^ electorate now proposed, we do not consider that a statutory 
obligation should be imposed on voters to furnish the information necessary 
for the preparation of the electoral roll. But it is, we think^ clear that 
much trouble and expense could be saved to the administration were it 
possible to iru&e use of the assistance of non-ofScial agency in the matter. 
In Bengal, for example, the presidents of union boards might do useful 
work in this connection. 

The cost of elections to candidates. 

8. We now turn to the question of the cost of elections to candidates 
for the provincial le^siatures. Under a series of -Acts (which cover 
elections for the Council of State and the Legislative Assembly as well as 
for the Provincial Legislatures) penalties have been laid down for bribery 
and corruption, and a return of election expenses prescribed. No ' maximum 
has, however; as yet been prescribed for the expenses of candidates. 

9. The returns of expenditure made in the various provinces afford 
a basis, though an uncertain basis, for an estimate of the cost of an election 
in ordinary circumstances. The estimate must necessarily be uncertain, 
since there appears to be general unanimity that the retumi: of expenditure 
submitted under the various Acts in many cases fail to correspond precisely 
with the total expenses of candidates. In Madras the average expenditure 
returned rose from Rs. 1,000 in 1920 to Rs. 3,000 in 1923 and 1926 
(Es. 2,500 only in rural constituencies), but in 1926 the highest figures 
for urban and rural seats respectively were Rs. 5,100 and Rs, 25,600. In 
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tlie Punjab the increase over the same period was from Es. 498 to Rs. 1,387, 
while the Government of Bengal informed the Statutory Commission that the 
amount spent by a candidate of average status who seriously contested a 
general constituency might be estimated at from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 5,000 
according to the size and nature of the constituency. 

10. The general impression left by the material at our disposal is 
that there has been a marked and progressive increase in the expenditure 
incurred by candidates since the election of 1920. 

It seems not unlikely that competition will lead to a mutual agreement 
to lower the scale through sheer inability to maintain it. There are other 
expenses which we cannot recognise o'fdeially which cause an extra, and 
sometimes unnecessary, drain on the candidate’s purse. .Finally, printing 
tends to become an increasing burden. 

11. While however we feel confident that the development of political 
parties and of an informed public opinion will result in a reduction of the 
expenditure of candidates, we definitely recommend the imposition of a 
statutory limitation (in fixing which weight woul^ of course, be given to 
tbe difference between urban and rural conditions) on such expenditure, 
once experience of the working of the first election under the new franchise 
is available ; together with insistence on a rigorous return of expenses. 
Action on these lines would, in our view, go far to assist the candidate, and 
to help in the formation of the healthy public opinion in matters such as the 
present which is the best safeguard against abuse and ei^ravagance. 

12. Democracy is expensive not only to Government, but to those 
who seek election to the legislatures. If we take the total number of seats 
under the new constitution. at 2,000, and the average combined expenditure 
per seat at Rs. 6,000 for the successful and the unsuccessful candidates, the 
total cost of a general election to parties and candidates will be about 
Rs. 1 erore— say £750,000. 


s 
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Existing qualifications for Provincial Legislative Councils. 

“ Gexeeal ” Constituencies, 

[Muhammadan, Urban and Rural; 

Non-Muhammadan, Urban and Rural; 

European and (where they exist) Sikh ; 

Indian Christian and Anglo-Indian-] 

Apart from the qualification of race or religion, the qualification required in all 
these eonstituenci^ is (subject to a minimum age of 21 years, which applies also to 
voters in special constituencies) either assessment to income-tax (i.c., possession of 
an annual income of Rs. 2,000 or more) or, being a retired, pensioned or discharged 
officer or soldier of the Indian Army, or dse one or another of the qualifications shown 
in the following table : — 


Madras. 


(*) Payment of 
Rs. 3 a year in 
municipsd taxa- 
tion ; or 

(it) Holding of 
land of annual 
rental value of 
Es. 10 ; or 


In Madeas City. 

(Hi) Payment of 
property tax, 
company tax or 
profession tax; 
of Bs. 3 or ov». 

(w) Occupation 
of a house of 
annual rental 
value of Rs. 60. 


Bombay. 


(») Ownership or 
occupation of land 
asses^ at Bs. 32 
land revenue (Bs. 16 
in certain districts). 


In Bombay City 

AND OTHER UBBAN 

areas. 

(i) Ownership or 
occupation of build- 
ing of annual rental 
value of Bs. 120 
in Bombay, Bs. 60 
in KaracM, and 
Bs. 36 elsewhere. 


Bengal. 


(i) Payment of 
Bs. li*a year in 
municipal taxes 
(Bs. 3 in one 
town ) ; or 

(ti) Pa3ment of 
union rates of Bs. 2 
or more. 

(ui) Payment of 
Be. 1 a year as 
road cess or Bs. 2 
chowkidari tax ; 
or 


In Calcutta. 

(»i?) Ownership and 
occupancy of land 
or building 

assessed at Rs. 150 
a year ; or 

(v) Ownership or 
occupancy of land 
or building assessed 
at Rs. 300; or 

(vi) Payment of 
Rs. 24 a year as 
corporation taxes. 


United Provinces. 


(t) Ownership or ten 
nancy of building 
of rental value of 
Rs. 36 a year ; or 

(it) Payment of 
municipal tax on 
income of Rs. 200 
a year ; or 

(tit) Ownership of 
land paying Rs* 2& 
a year land revenue. 

(iv) Tenant (other 
than sub-tenant) 
paying rent of Rs. 50 
or over. 
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Punjab. 

Bihar and Orissa. 

Central Provinces. 

Assam. 

(i) Ownership or 
tenancy of land 
of annual rental 
value of Rs. 96 J 
or 

(ii) Payment of 
Rs. 60 munici- 
pal taxes ; or 

{Hi) Ownership 
or occupancy of 
tenancy land 
paying land 

revenue of Rs. 
25; or 

(it?) Tenancy of 
Crown land 

rented at Rs. 25 
a year ; or 

(u) Being a village 
officer or head- 
man (zaildar, 
inamdar or 

sufedposh). 

i 

(i) Pa3Tnent of Rs. 3 
a year in municipal 
taxation ; or 

[ii) Holding of an 
estate paying Rs. 12 
a year local cesses ; 
or 

[Hi) Tenure land 
assessed for pur- 
poses of local cess 
of Rs. 100 or more. 

(iv) Holding of a 
raiyati tenure 

rented at Rs. 16, 
24, 48 or 64 accord- 
ing to locality. 

(i) Ownership or 

tenancy of house 
or building of 

annual rental 

value of Rs. 36 ; or 

(it) Assessment of 
income at Rs. 200 
for municipal 

taxes ; or 

(in) Ownership of 
estate paying 

Rs. 100 land reve- 
nue ; or 

(iv) Holding of 

agricultural land 
of which the 

annual land reve- 
nue or rent is Rs. 
30, 40 or 50 accord- 
ing to district. 

(v) Lambardar. 

Berab. 

(i) Patel, Patwari 

or Deshmukh, 

Deshponde. 

(ii) Local cess or 
school rate assessed 
on income from non- 
agricultural sources 
of Rs. 500. 

(Hi) As for Central 
Provinces. 

] 

(i) Payment of Rs. 3 

municipal taxes 

(Rs. 2 or Rs. in 

t'wo towns) ; or 

(ii) Payment of Re. I 
a year as union or 
chowkidari tax ; or 

(in) Ownership of 

land with land 

revenue of Rs, 15 a 
year ; or 

(tV) Liability to 

local rate of Re. 1 
a year (in three 

districts)* 
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320. 
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See Sekatsl 

FeIiEEAL LEGISLATITBES — EXTEKSIOK OF FBAKCKISB PEOPOSEIP 


TT 

35 
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155 
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existing, defects of .. 



61 

30 
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consUtutioit 
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See Indian Franchise Committee and Prcmnoia^Franchi^CbmtoTitte^^ 

Feakchiss quajlibioatioks — 
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69, 83 

33, 3d 
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7r, 301 
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.. 

72, 251 

34, 99 

---- for special intoesta 
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— for women 



KH 84i 21$ 34,39,83 

-house-rent. 



m. 

39 

— 'income-tax 
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39 

““ property •» .« «« .. 

a ae 
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33, 3r 

‘ — - wages , * . . . . . . 
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85 

39 
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— jprofvin 9 iaI evolution of 
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See also under heading of each province. 
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85,232,238 

-39, 90. 
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50,230 

24, 89 
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• • 
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• 0 
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230 

89 

Household unit scheme for depressed classes 

I 

Illiteracy— 

• • 

• * 

am 
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• 4 

• 4 

35 

18 

’ — impediment to extension of franchise . % 
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• 4 

33 

17 
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85 

39 
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^VIEWS ON 

. . 

377 

149 

Indian Christians — ‘Representation of . % - 
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— amalgamation with Euppean federal legislature 

.. 

421 

168 

Indian Franchise Committee-^ 





— appointment of .. «« <• 
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44 

1 

I 

. — tour of .. *4 •• 

a. • 

44 

Z» 8 

1,4 

— questiimnaire of . * • • . « 


. . 

6 

3 
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Appx. Ill, 7 

243,4 
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8m also adult franchise through local bodies 

a a * 

• 4 

51 

25 

— to assembly «« .< .* 

a a 

• 4 

403 
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Indirect SYSTEM 

• 0 

. . 

42 

21 

arguments against •. «« #« 

a • 

« 4 

43, 4fi 
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62 

26 
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23 
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— ■ representation of . * • * » • 
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233, 237 

92 

Industry— 
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34,73,31.9 
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16, 31 
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represisz^tion of» in general constitnenoies « . • • " ' 227 - S9 
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•— Asaaua •• ** •* •• 
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— Bihar and Orissa . * * * - ♦ 

Bombay * • . * • * • * 

Central Provinces .* *. *» 
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— industrial — ^representation of, on electoral roll 
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—legislation.* .. .* 
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— Punjab — our proposals 
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Pjuai. Pao** 



91 

273-274 

100 

260-262 

102-103 

267-270 

104-105 

258-259 
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95 
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92 
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88 
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84 
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99 
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95 
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222 

88 

250 

98 

252 
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Landless laeodeees 

74 

34 

— difficulty of enfranchising 

233 

90 

— special representation of — in the provincial councils 

329 

131 

Landloeds— 



— present represenation of .. .. 

329 

131 

— representation in assembly .* 

426 

170 
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73 

34 

— special representation — committee’s recommendations 
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331 
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— Statutory Commission views .. 
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— cost of 

364 

144 
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. 85 

39 

— representation of labour 

240 

93 
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5 

See also second chambers. 
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. 120, 121 
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*• 
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137-140 
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— Service qualification — number at- present 
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, 
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64,65 
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14 
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75 
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75 
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75 
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21 
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• .* 
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34 
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,33-35 
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— establishmentrof *. 4 2 
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also under heading of each proYinee. 
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— agricultural tribes . . 

161, 170 

64,65 

— depressed classes, numbers, enfranchisement . . 
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93 
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Urban and rural bnfranchisembnt . . 

* » 

• • . 

02,-95 

' 42, 43 

Urban franchise — compared with rural 

« • 

• • 

92 

42: 

V 

THiAiQE— 

— as a franchise unit . . 

.. 

. • 

41 

21 

— craftsman .. 

.. 

. . 

34, 74 

18, 34 

— servants’ qualification 

• * 

.. 

308 

122 

Yoters— 

See electors, polling, women. 
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. . 

239 

93 

Wage qualification 

.. 
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